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VOYAGES. 


The  Con  qjj  e  s  t  of  Mexico,  by 
Hernando  Cortes* 


CHAP.  XVI. 

His  entrance  into  Mexico  and  meeting  with  Motezu- 
ma ,  who  afterwards  confers  with  him  at  his  quar¬ 
ter  Sy  and  grants  an  audience  in  the  royal  palace. 

ON  the  8th  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
1519,  early  in  the  morning,  the  army  be¬ 
gan  its  march  in  the  accuftomed  order* 
leaving  on  one  fide  the  city  of  Magifcat- 
zingo,  fituated  on  the  water,  and  on  the  other 
Cuyoacan,  until  at  length  they  difeovered  the 
great  city  of  Mexico,  elevated  above  the  reft  with 
an  air  of  dominion.  When  they  had  marched 
about  half  way,  they  were  met  by  above  four  thou- 
land  nobles  and  officers  of  the  city,  who  came  out 
to  receive  them ;  and,  having  paid  their  obedi¬ 
ence,  advanced  again  before  the  troops.  At  a 
Yol.  II.  B  little 
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little  diftance  from  Mexico  was  a  bulwark  of  Hone, 
which  took  up  all  the  breadth  of  thecaufeway,  upon 
another  part  of  which  Were  the  gates,  terminated  by 
a  draw-bridge,  which,  with  a  fecond  fortification, 
defended  the  entrance  of  the  city.  As  foon  as  the 
nobles  palled  to  the  other  fide  of  the  bridge,  they 
fell  back,  making  a  lane  for  the  army  to  march,  and 
thpn  appeared  a  fpacious  ftreet  of  houfes  uniformly 
built,  the  windows  and  battlements  of  which  were 
fall  of  fpe£tators,  though  the  ftreet  itfelf  was  quite 
empty,  by  order  of  Motezuma,  who  refolved  to 
come  and  receive  Cortes  in  perfon,  as  a  mark  of 
particular  favour. 

The  Spaniards  had  fcarce  entered  the  city,  when 
they  perceived  the  firft  troop  of  the  royal  retinue, 
confiding  of  two  hundred  noblemen  of  Motezuma’s 
family,  uniformly  clothed,  and  adorned  with  great 
plumes  of  feathers :  they  approached  in  two  files, 
with  remarkable  filence  and  compofure,  without 
lifting  their  eyes  from  the  ground,  and  as  they 
drew  near,  fell  back  on  each  fide.  Then  appeared 
afar  off  a  larger  company,  better  dreffed,  in  the 
midft  of  which  was  Motezuma,  carried  on  the  fhoul- 
ders  of  his  favourites,  in  a  chair  of  burnifhed  gold. 
Surrounded  with  various  plumage  beautifully  arran¬ 
ged.  Four  perfons  of  diftindfion  held  over  him  a 
canopy  of  green  feathers,  interwoven  with  orna¬ 
ments  of  filver,  and  he  was  preceded  by  three  offi¬ 
cers  with  golden  rods,  which  they  lifted  up  from 
time  to  time  as  a  fignal  of  the  king’s  approach,  that 
all  might  proftrate  themfelves  and  hide  their  heads. 
Cortes  dismounted  before  they  met,  and  Motezuma 
alighting  from  his  chair  at  the  fame  time,  fome 
Indians  went  before,  fpreading  carpets,  that  his  fa- 
cred  feet  might  not  touch  the  ground.  He  came 
forward  with  a  flow  and  folemn  pace,  leaning  upon 
his  coufins  the  princes  of  Iztacpalapa  and  Tezeuco, 
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was  of  a  good  prefence,  about  forty  years  of  age,  of 
a  middle  ftature,  and  a  conflitution  rather  delicate 
than  robuft.  His  nofe  was  aquiline,  his  complexi¬ 
on  remarkably  fair  among  the  Indians,  his  hair  reach¬ 
ed  a  little  way  below  his  ears,  and  his  eyes  were  live¬ 
ly,  tho’  his  look  feemed  majeftic  and  thoughtful. 
He  wore  a  mantle  of  the  fineil  cotton,  tied  carelef- 
ly  on  his  Ihoulders,  that  covered  the  greateft  part 
of  his  body,  the  end  trailing  upon  the  ground,  and 
his  robe  was  in  a  manner  covered  with  gold,  pearls, 
and  precious  ftones.  In  lieu  of  a  crown  he  wore  a 
kind  of  mitre  of  light  gold,  and  on  his  feet  were 
fhoes  of  the  fame  metal,  bound  with  fludded  ftraps, 
that  came  round  part  of  his  leg,  like  the  military 
fandals  of  the  Romans. 

Cortes  advanced  with  becoming  hafle,  and  made 
a  profound  reverence,  which  Motezuma  returned 
in  the  manner  of  his  country,  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  Indians,  who  had  never  before  known  fuch 
an  inffance  of  condefcenfion  iq  any  of  their  princes, 
much  lefs  in  their  emperor,  who  would  fcarcely 
bend  his' neck  to  the  gods.  Hernan  had  put  over 
his  coat  of  mail  a  chain  of  glafs,  curioufly  fet  toge¬ 
ther,  in  imitation  of  diamonds  and  emeralds,  which 
he  reserved  as  a  prefent  for  the  firfl  audience;  and, 
being  clofe  to  the  king,  he  threw  it  about  his  neck- 
The  princes  who  fupported  him,  interpofed  with 
fome  emotion,  fignifying,  that  it  was  not  lawful 
to  approach  To  near  the  emperor;  but  Motezuma 
reprimanded  them,  and  accepted  the  prefent  as  a 
jewel  of  ineftimable  value,  in  acknowledgment  for 
which,  he,  with  his  own  hands,  put  upon  Hernan’s 
neck,  a  very  rich  ornament  of  crimfon  fhells,  join¬ 
ed  together  with  great  art,  at  every  one  of  which 
hung  four  crabs  of  gold  of  excellent  workmanfhip. 
Cortes  made  a  fliort  fpeech  fitted  to  the  occafion, 
and  Motezuma  having  anfwered  it  concifely,  com- 
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manded  one  of  his  fupporters  to  conduft  the  {Iran* 
ger  to  his  lodging,  while  he  himfelf  leaning  on  the 
other,  went  to  his  chair,  and  returned  to  the  pa¬ 
lace. 

The  quarters  provided  for  the  Spaniards  were  in 
one  of  the  royal  houfes,  built  by  the  father  of  Mo- 
tezuma,  fo  large  as  to  lodge  the  whole  army  :  the 
walls  were  of  ftone,  very  thick,  and  flanked  with 
fome  towers,  which  rendered  it  very  defenfible: 
fome  chambers  were  furnifhed  with  cotton  hang¬ 
ings,  of  various  colours ;  the  chairs  were  of  wood, 
each  being  cut  out  of  one  piece  ;  the  bedheads  were 
provided  with  curtains  like  pavilions,  the  bottoms 
of  the  beds  were  of  palm  mats,  and  the  bolfters  of 
the  fame  rolled  up.  Cortes,  who  entered  the 
quarters  a  little  after  twelve  at  noon,  having  dif- 
tributed  his  guards,  and  lodged  his  artillery,  found 
a  fplendid  banquet  prepared  for  him  and  his  cap¬ 
tains,  and  great  ftore  of  provifions  for  the  foldiers, 
with  many  Indians  who  ferved  them  in  profound 
fdence  and  exabt  order.  In  the  evening  he  was  vi- 
iited  by  Motezuma,  who  came  with  the  fame  pomp 
and  equipage  we  have  already  defcribed,  and  was 
received  in  the  principal  fquare  of  the  houfe,  by 
H ernan,  who  attended  him  at  the  door  of  his  apart¬ 
ment,  where  he  made  a  profound  reverence.  Mo¬ 
tezuma,  taking  his  feat  with  an  air  of  majefty,  or¬ 
dered  a  chair  to  be  brought  for  Cortes,  and  tee  com¬ 
pany  retiring  to  one  fide,  he  is  faid  to  have  fpoke 
to  this  effect: 

“  Before  you  deliver  your  embafiy,  illuftrious 
captain  and  valiant  flranger,  let  you  and  I  lay 
“  ailde  t!l°re  prejudices  we  have  imbibed  of  each 
othei ,  from  the  milmformation  of  common  re¬ 
port.  In  fome  places  you  have  been  told  that  i 
am  a  god,  that  my  power  is  invincible,  and  my 
riCiiCs  immenfe  \  that  my  palaces  are  covered 
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44  with  gold,  and  that  the  earth  groans  beneath  the 
weight  of  my  treafure:  upon  other  occafions  you 


u 


te 


have  heard  that  I  am  a  tyrant,  unjuff,  infolent, 
and  cruel ;  but  you  have  been  impofed  upon  by 
both  reprefentations :  this  arm  of  flefli  and  blood 
44  fhews  that  I  am  mortal,  and  thefe  walls  and  roofs 
of  done  and  lime,  deni  on  Urate  that  my  palaces 
are  not  made  or  covered  with  gold.  From  thefe 
inftances  you  may  conclude,  that  the  account  of 
my  vices  is  likewife  exaggerated,  by  the  malice 
of  my  enemies,  and  ingratitude  of  my  rebellious 
fubje&s.  In  like  manner  we  have  received  vari¬ 
ous  informations  of  your  nature  and  conduct* 
Some  have  affirmed,  that  you  are  gods  who  grafp 
44  the  thunder,  command  the  elements,  and  com¬ 
pel  the  wild  beads  to  obey  your  directions  ;  others 
have  reprefented  you  as  proud,  vindictive,  volup¬ 
tuous,  and  tranfported  with  an  infatiable  third: 
after  the  gold  which  our  country  produces :  yet 
now  I  fee  I  have  been  alike  deceived  by  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  accounts.  You  are  made  like  other  men, 
tho’  didinguifhed  from  us  by  the  peculiarities  of 
your  own  country.  The  beads  that  obey  you 
44  are  large  deer,  tamed  and  trained  up  to  difcip- 
46  line.  Your  arms  that  refemble  lightening,  Icon- 
44  ceive  to  be  barrels  of  metal,  and  their  effeCt,  like 
that  of  our  farbacans,  proceeds  from  compreded 
air  driving  for  a  vent:  the  fire,  noife,  and  fmoke 
are  owing  to  inchantment.  I  am  likewife  in¬ 
formed  by  my  ambadadors  and  fervants,  that  you 
are  courteous  and  religious,  and  your  refentments 
are  founded  on  reafon  ;  that  you  are  valiant  and 
inured  to  hardfhips,  and,  among  other  virtues, 
difplay  liberality,  which  never  exids  in  a  cove¬ 
tous  mind.  In  a  word,  we  believe  that  the  great 
prince  you  obey  is  defcended  from  Quezalcoal, 
lord  of  the  feven  caves  of  the  Navatlaques,  and 
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44  lawful  king  of  thofe  feven  nations  that  gave  rue 
44  to  the  Mexican  empire:  for,  from  the  tradition 
iC  of  many  ages,  we  know  that  he  departed  from 
44  thefe  countries,  to  conquer  new  regions  in  the 

44  eaft,  leaving  a  promife,  that  in  procefs  of  time 

45  his  defendants  fhould  return,  to  model  our  laws 

46  and  reform  our  government.  Therefore  we  have 

44  already  determined,  that  all  things  fhall  be  done 
44  for  the  honour  of  your  prince,  who  is  the  off- 
44  fprlng  of  fuch  an  illuftrious  progenitor.”  To  this 
harangue,  which  was  uttered  with  great  gravity, 
Cortes  replied  to  this  purpofe :  44  Sir,  True  it  is, 

44  we  have  heard  different  accounts  of  your  cbarac- 
44  ter,  which  feme  have  vilified,  and  others  extolled  : 
44  but,  as  the  Spaniards  have  penetration  enough  to 
44  diftinguifh  the  colours  of  dlfcourfe,  we  have  giv- 
44  en  no  credit,  either  to  your  rebels  or  flatterers, 
44  but  come  into  your  prefence  with  full  affurance 
44  of  your  being  a  great  and  equitable  prince.  You 
44  juftly  conclude  we  are  mortal,  tho’  more  vali- 
44  ant  and  intelligent  than  your  vaffals,  becaufe 
44  born  in  a  climate  of  more  powerful  influence. 
44  Our  beafts  are  not  deer,  but  of  a  fpecies  more 
44  fierce  and  generous,  inclined  to  war,  and  afpir- 
44  ing  with  a  fort  of  ambition  to  the  glory  of  their 
44  mafters :  and,  laflly,  our  arms  are  made  by  hu- 
44  man  induftry,  without  any  mixture  or  help  of 
44  magic,  an  abominable  art  which  we  deteft  and 
44  abhor.  I  am  come  to  your  majeffy,  as  ambafiiu. 
44  dor  from  the  mod  powerful  monarch  the  fun 
44  (hines  on  from  his  firfl:  riling  :  he  defires  to  be 
44  your  friend  and  confederate;  and  tho’  he  might, 
44  according  to  the  tradition  of  your  own  hiffories, 
4'  pretend  to  be  more  abfolute  in  thefe  dominions, 
44  he  makes  ufe  of  his  authority  with  a  view  only 
44  to  your  own  advantage,  and  to  convince  you 
14  of  your  errors  in  point  of  religion,  which  are 
44  altogether  difmal  and  deplorable,  inafmuch  as 

you 
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you  have  departed  from  the  worfhip  of  the  true 
“  God5  to  pay  your  adoration  to  infenfible  pieces  of 
ci  wood,  the  work  of  your  own  hands,  reprefent- 
c<  ing  devils  and  unclean  fpirits,  to  whom  you  im- 
u  pioufly  and  inhumanly  facrifice  the  blood  of  your 
tc  fellow-creatures.”  He  added  other  arguments  to 
perfuade  the  Indian  emperor  to  renounce  his  barba¬ 
rous  idolatry  ;  and,  when  he  finifhed  his  oration, 
Motezuma  rifing  from  his  feat,  <€  I  accept,  (faid 
“  he)  with  all  due  acknowledgment,  the  confede- 
cc  racy  and  friendfhip  you  prupofe  from  the  great 
tc  defcendant  of  Quezalcoal :  but  all  gods  are  good, 
<c  and  yours  may  be  what  you  fay,  without  ofience 
<c  to  mine.  Repofe  yourfelves  in  the  mean  time  ; 
“  you  are  in  your  own  houfe,  where  you  fhall  be 

ferved  with  all  punctuality  and  regard.”  He  then 
ordered  feme  Indians,  who  attended  without,  to  bring 

l  n  Cl  ■v-o.Uja.tv !  o  f  ^ szirtoC  j  r-r\ n/i ft  1 » of  pICCC5 

of  gold,  cotton  robes,  and  other  curiofities,  and  at 
the  fame  time  diftributed  fome  jewels  among  the 
Spaniards  who  were  prefent,  with  an  air  of  chear- 
ful  generofity.  f 

Next  day,  the  Spanifli  general  demanded  audi¬ 
ence,  which  being  immediately  granted,  he  put  on 
his  gayeft  apparel,  without  quitting  his  arms,  and 
fet  out  for  the  palace  with  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Gon- 
zalo  de  Sandoval,  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  Diego 
de  Ordaz,  and  fix  or  feven  favourite  foldiers.  The 
flreets  were  filled  with  an  innumerable  concourfe  of 
people,  who  opened  with  reverence  to  let  them  pafs ; 
and  amidfi:  their  acclamations  often  pronounced  the 
word  Teule,  which  in  their  language  Signified  god, 
an  appellation  that  founded  well  in  the  ears  of  the 
Spaniards,  whofe  fuccefs  depended  fo  much  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  Mexicans.  At  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  appeared  the  palace  of  Motezuma,  an  immenfe 
pile,  with  thirty  gates  opening  to  as  many  different 
Rreets.  The  principal  front  took  up  one  whole 
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fide  of  a  very  fpacious  parade,  and  was  of  black, 
red  and  white  jafper,  well  polifhed  and  fkillfully  pla¬ 
ced  :  and  over  the  gate,  in  a  large  fhield,  were  the 
arms  of  Motezuma,  exhibiting  a  griffin  with  its 
winss  extended,  holding  a  tyger  in  its  talons.  As 
the  Spaniards  approached  this  entrance,  the  Indians 
who  accompanied  Cortes  walked  up  to  one  fide  ot 
it,  and  then,  retiring  with  a  myfterious  motion, 
formed  a  femicircle,  that  they  might  enter  by  two 
and  two,  for  they  deemed  it  irreverent  to  enter  the 
royal  palace  in  a  crowd.  After  having  paffed  three 
fquares,  they  came  to  Motezuma’s  apartments, 
which  they  admired  for  their  largenefs  and  furni¬ 
ture.  The  floors  were  covered  with  mats,  the  walls 
with  cotton  hangings,  interwoven  with  furs  of  rab¬ 
bits;  and  the  innermoft  rooms  were  adorned  with 
a  kind  of  tapeftry  made  of  feathers,  beautifully  va- 

1  legated  «.«<1  arringod  *  tko  x-nr\fa  w  tjpixfoj 

cedar,  and  other  odoriferous  woods,  ornamented 
with  foliage  and  relievos  ;  and,  tho’  the  Mexicans 
knew  not  the  ufe  of  nails,  the  ceilings  were  contriv¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  planks  fuftained  one 
another.  Thefe  fpacious  rooms  were  filed  with 
officers,  who  guarded  the  entrance,  according  to 
their  rank  and  quality  ;  and,  at  the  door  of  the  anti- 
chamber,  waited  the  nobility  and  magiftrates,  who 
received  Cortes  with  great  civility,  tho’ they  detain¬ 
ed  him  until  they  had  taken  off  their  fhoes  and  coft- 
3y  robes,  and  put  on  others  of  lefs  finery  ;  for,  they 
thought  it  prefumptuous  to  appear  in  their  richeft 
apparel  before  the  king.  Motezuma,  who  appear-, 
ed  handing  with  all  his  enfigns  of  royalty  about 
him,  advanced  fome  ffeps  to  receive  Cortes,  who 
approaching  with  a  low  bow,  the  king  laid  his 
hands  upon  his  fhoulders,  and  faluted  the  reft  of 
the  Spaniards  with  an  obliging  look  ;  then,  feating 
bi  naff  If,  he  defired  Cortes  and  all  his  attendants  to 
fit,  and  entered  into  converfation  with  great  fami¬ 
liarity. 
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liarity.  He  afked  feveral  queftions  concerning  the 
nature  and  politics  of  the  eafiern  countries,  and 
made  very  judicious  remarks  upon  the  anfwers  of 
Cortes  :  then  he  mentioned  the  obligation  of  the 
Mexicans  to  the  defcendant  of  their  firff  king,  and 
expreiTed  a  fee  min  g  fatisfadtion  in  feeing  the  pro¬ 
phecy  fulfilled  in  his  reign.  Cortes  induftrioufly 
turned  the  difcourfe  upon  religion,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  exclaimed  with  luch  ftrength  of  argument 
againff  the  horrible  ceremony  of  human  facrifices, 
that  the  king,  partly  convinced  by  his  reafons,  from 
that  day  banifhed  difhes  of  human  flefh  from  his 
table  ;  tho’  he  faid  it  was  no  cruelty,  to  offer  to  the 
godsv  prifoners  of  war  already  condemned  to  death. 
Indeed,  he  was  fo  devoted  to  his  own  religion,  and 
fo  proud  of  the  worfhip  it  enjoined,  that  in  a  few 
days  he  conducted  Cortes  and  fome  of  his  principal 
officers,  with  father  Bartholome,  to  the  chief  temple, 
that  they  might  be  eye-witnefles  of  its  magnificence;, 
but,  before  they  were  admitted,  he  admonifhed 
them  to  behave  with  decency  and  refpect :  then  the 
gates  of  this  fpacious  edifice  were  opened,  and  he 
himfelf  explained  all  the  particulars  of  the  worfhip, 
with  fo  much  ceremony  and  reverential  awe,  as  ex¬ 
cited  the  laughter  of  the  Spaniards.  Here  Cortes 
buffering  himfelf  to  be  tranfported  by  unfeafonable 
zeal,  Permit  me,  fir,  (cried  he]  to  fix  the  crofs  of 
Chriffc  before  thefe  images  of  the  devil,  and  you 
fhall  fee  whether  they  deferve  adoration  or  con¬ 
tempt.  The  priefts  were  enraged  at  this  propofaJ, 
vlffiich  alfo  incenfed  Motezuma,  who  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  Spaniards,  obferved,  that  they  might 
have  (hewn  more  refpeff  to  his  perfon  :  then  he  de- 
fired  they  would  withdraw  ;  and,  following  them, 
to  the  threfhold.  “  You  may  return  to  your  houfe, 
my  friends,  but  I  fhall  flay  to  aflc  pardon  of  my 
gods,  for  having  buffered  you  to  proceed  fo  far.’7 
Yet,  blind  as  he  was  to  his  own  errors,  he  never 
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dreamed  of  tyrannizing  over  the  conferences  of  other 
people  i  on  the  contrary)  he  fent  his  workmen  to  ax- 
lift  the  Spaniards  in  fitting  up  a  chapel,  in  which  he 
and  his  chiefs  frequently  attended  at  mafs,  praifing 
the  humanity  of  the  Chriftian  worfhip.. 


CHAP.  XVII. 


Defer iption  of  the  City  of  Mexico  ;  with  an  account  of 
the  grandeur ,  wealth  and  power  of  the  etnperor  ; 
together  with  a  detail  of  the  Mexican  government , 


religion  and  police . 


T  HE  city  of  Mexico,  which  contained  fixty 


thoufand  families,  was  divided  into"  two  parts. 


one  of  which,  called  Tlatelulco,  was  the  habita¬ 
tion  of  the  meaner  fort;  whereas  the  court  and  no¬ 
bility  refided  in  the  other,  known  by  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Mexico,  which  thence  extended  to  the 
whole.  It  flood  in  a  fpacious  plain,  furrounded  by 
high  rocks  and  mountains,  from  which  many  dreams 
and  rivulets,  defeending  into  the  valley,  formed  fe- 
veral  lakes,  and  among  thefe  two  of  a  larger  fize, 
(round  which  were  fifty  towns)  extending  about 
thirty  leagues  in  circumference,  and  communicat¬ 
ing  with  each  other  through  openings  left  in  a  ftone 
wall  that  divided  them.  Over  thefe  wrere  wooden 
bridges,  withfluices  on  each  fide,  to  fupply  the  low¬ 
er  lake  with  the  redundancy  of  the  other  :  the  water 
of  the  uppermofl  was  clear  and  fweet,  but  that  of 
the  lower  lake  was  fait  like  the  fea  ;  and  this  faltnefs 
proceeded  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  which  con¬ 
tained  a  great  quantity  of  that  principle,  which  prov¬ 
ed  very  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  bordering 
upon  the  lake. 

In  the  middle  of  this  fait  lake  flood  the  city  of 
Mexico,  in  nineteen  degrees  and  thirteen  minutes 
north  latitude  3  yet,  the  climate  was  mild  and 
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healthy  :  for,  the  natural  moifture  of  the  fituation 
was  corrected  by  feafonable  breezes  of  wind.  It 
was  joined  to  the  main  land,  by  three  fumptuous 
dikes  or  caufeways ;  the  ffreets  were  large  and 
ftraight,  and  there  was  a  great  number  of  canals 
for  the  convenience  of  water-carriage,  in  canoes 
and  barks  of  different  fizes,  of  which  veffels, 
above  fifty  thoufand  belonged  to  the  city.  All  the 
public  edifices  and  houfes  of  the  nobility  were 
buiit  of  flone,  and  even  the  habitations  of  the 
lower  fort,  tho?  more  mean  and  unequal,  were,  as 
well  as  the  others,  laid  out  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  form  feveral  parades,  in  which  their  merchan¬ 
dize  was  expofed.  The  fquare  of  Tlatelulco,  in 
which  they  kept  fairs,  on  certain  days  of  the  year, 
tho’  one  of  the  larged  in  the  world,  was  on  fuch 
occafions,  quite  filled  with  tents,  containing  a 
variety  of  goods,  and  covered  with  coarfe  cotton 
cloth,  which  was  proof  againft  fun  and  rain. 
Here,  they  fold,  by  barter,  jewels,  chains  of  gold, 
and  different  utenfils  of  filver  curioufly  wrought, 
together  with  paintings,  landfchapes  made  of  fea¬ 
thers  beautifully  arranged,  different  forts  of  cloth, 
drinking  cups  of  a  kind  of  porcelain,  fruit,  fifh, 
and  all  manner  of  provifions.  Maiz  or  cocoa  ferved 
as  money  for  things  of  fmall  value ;  they  had  no 
weights,  but  a  variety  of  meafures;  and,  in  lieu  of 
numbers,  certain  characters,  by  which  they  ad- 
j ufted  the  prices'  of  merchandife.  There  was  an 
houfe  appointed  for  the  judges  of  commerce,  who 
decided  all  differences  among  the  merchants,  and 
thefe  employed  inferior  officers  to  maintain  juftice 
and  good  order  in  the  fair. 

Their  temples  were  fpacious  and  ftately,  parti¬ 
cularly  that  which  was  dedicated  to  their  god  of 
war,  called  Vitzliputzli,  the  fupreme  of  all  their 
deities.  The  firft  part,  of  this  edifice  was  a  great 
fquare,  comprehended  within  a  wall  of  hewn  ftone, 
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the  outfide  of  which  exhibited  wreaths  of  ferpents 
intertwifted.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  princi¬ 
pal  gate,  was  a  place  of  worlhip,  with  a  flat  roof, 
in  which  were  fixed  many  large  trunks  of  trees  in 
a  row,  with  holes  bored  in  them  at  equal  diftances  ; 
through  which  pafied  feveral  bars  run  through  the 
heads  of  men  who  had  been  facrificed. 

In  each  fide  of  the  fquare,  was  a  gate,  over 
which  flood  four  ftatues  of  ftone,  reprefenting 
petty  gods,  to  whom  the  people  paid  reverence  as 
they  entered :  and  though  the  habitations  of  the 
priefts  and  their  fervants  were  built  on  the  infide  of 
this  wall,  there  was  room  fufficient  left,  for  ten 
thoufand  perfons  to  dance  in  the  fquare,  upon  their 
folemn  feftivals. 

In  the  center  flood  a  lofty  tower  of  ftone,  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  flair-cafe,  containing  one  hundred 
and  twenty  fleps,  by  which  people  afcended  to  the 
top,  which  formed  a  flat  pavement  forty  feet 
fquare,  beautifully  paved  with  jafper-ftones,  and 
.furrounded  with  a  kind  of  baiuftrade  or  rails  of  a 
ferpentine  form.  On  the  opening  of  thefe  rails  at 
the  landing  place,  flood  two  marble  ftatues  well 
executed,  fupporting  two  large  candlefticks  of  an 
extraordinary  make.  A  little  farther  was  a  green 
ftone  rifing  about  three  feet  from  the  pavement, 
and  terminating  in  an  angle,  on  which  the  priefts 
extended  the  nnferable  vidtim,  while  they  opened 
his  bread:  and  plucked  out  his  heart.  Beyond  this 
ftone,  fronting  the  flair-cafe,  flood  a  thapelof  ex¬ 
cellent  workmanflnip,  in  which  the  idol  was  placed 
upon  an  high  altar  fiirouded  with  curtains.  It  was 
of  a  human  figure,  fitting  in  a  chair  fuftained  by  a 
blue  globe  furniflied  with  four  rods  jetting  out  from 
the  Tides,  each  terminating  in  the  refemblance  of  a 
lei  pent  s  head,  which  the  priefts  placed  on  their 
Ihoulders  when  they  expofed  the  idol  to  public  view, 
ltd  head  was  covered  vvitii  an  helmet,  compofed  of 

plumes. 
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plumes,  in  form  of  a  bird,  with  a  bill  and  creft  of 
burnifhed  gold.  Its  countenance  was  horrible,  the 
forehead  and  nofe  being  fwathed  with  bands  of  a 
blue  colour :  in  the  right  hand,  it  held  a  curling 
ferpent,  and  in  the  other  four  arrows  and  a  fhield, 
with  fi  ve  white  plumes  placed  in  the  form  of  a 
crofs.  Concerning  which  ornaments,  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  related  many- extravagant  legends.  * 

On  the  lift  hand  of  this  chapel,  was  another  of 
the  fame  fize  and  form,  made  for  the  idol  Tlaloch, 
who  was  the  fuppofed  brother,  friend  and  colleague 
of  that  we  have  already  defcribed  ;  and  equally 
revered  by  the  Mexicans.  The  ornaments  of  both 
chapels  were  of  ineftimable  value  :  and  there  were 
in  the  city,  eight  temples  of  nearly  the  fame  ar¬ 
chitecture  and  wealth.  Thofe  of  a  fmaller  fize 
amounted  to  two  thoufand,  dedicated  to  as  many 
idols  of  different  names,  forms  and  attributes. 

Befides  the  palace  in  which  Motezuma  kept  his 
court,  he  had  feveral  magnificent  pleafure-houfes  ; 
in  one  of  which,  a  pompuous  building  fupported 
by  pillars  of  jafper,  he  kept  an  aviary  of  birds, 
remarkable  either  for  their  Urging  or  feathers,  fo 
numerous,  that  above  three  hundred  men  were  em~ 
ployed  in  attending  them.  At  a  little diffan.ce  from 
this,  was  another  vaft  edifice,  where  his  huntfmen 
refided  and  took  care  of  his  birds  of  prey,  among 
which  fome  were  bred  to  the  game,  like  our  hawks, 
and  here  were  eagles  of  extraordinary  fize  and  in¬ 
credible  voracity.  In  the  fecond  fquare  of  this 
houfe,  were  entertained  his  wild  beads,  confiding 
of  lions,  tygers,  bears,  and  Mexican  bulls,  which 
are  extremely  drong,  nimble  and  ferocious  :  and 
over  thefe  dens,  wras  a  very  large  apartment  for  the 
refidence  of  buffoons  and  monders,  who  were 
carefully  indrutded  and  entertained  for  the  diver- 
fion  of  the  king. 


1 4  the  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

Nor  was  the  grandeur  of  Motezuma  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  in  his  armories.  In  one  houfe  a  number 
of  workmen  were  employed  in  making  Hiafts  for 
arrows,  grinding  flints  for  the  points,  and  fabri¬ 
cating  jdl  forts  of  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  arms  ;  and 
in  another  was  the  magazine  in  which  they  were 
depofited  and  curioufly  difpofed,  conflfting  of 
bows,  arrows  and  quivers,  two  handed  fwords 
edged  with  flint,  darts  and  javelins,  head-pieces, 
breafl-plates,  quilted  jackets,  and  bucklers  made 
of  impenetrable  fkins  to  cover  the  whole  body,  and 
thefe  they  carried  rolled  up  on  their  left  fhoulders, 
until  they  were  ready  to  engage.  All  thefe  houfes 
were  furnifhed  with  fpacious  gardens  well  cultivated, 
producing  a  great  variety  of  fragrant  flowers  and 
medicinal  herbs  fet  in  fquares,  and  adorned  with 
beautiful  fuminer-houfes,  together  with  fountains 
of  fweet  water,  conveyed  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains. 

/ 

But,  of  all  Motezuma’s  works,  the  moft  remark¬ 
able  was  his  houfe  of  fonow,  to  which  he  retired 
at  the  death  of  any  favourite  relation,  or  in  cafe  of 
any  calamity  that  required  a  public  demonftration  of 
grief :  the  place  was  very  well  calculated  for  in¬ 
spiring  horrour ;  the  walls,  roofs  and  ornaments 
were  black,  and,  inftead  of  windows,  it  was  fur¬ 
nifhed  with  certain  narrow  flits  which  admitted  no 
more  light  than  was  fufficient  to  make  the  darkrrefs 
viable,  and  increafe  the  drearinefs  of  the  whole. 

Without  the  city  he  had  divers  pleafant  country 
retreats,  and  large  forefts  for  the  chace  of  lions 
and  tygers,  in  which  he  greatly  delighted.  A 
number  of  men  were  employed  to  furround  the 
game,  and  contrail  the  circle  into  a  certain  fpace, 
where  he  beheld  the  combats  of  his  huntfmen  with 
the  wild  beafls  j  for,  in  tms  exercife  the  Mexicans 
were  equally  daring  and  dextrous.  He  had  two 
forts  of  guards  :  one  of  foldiers,  fo  numerous,  that 

they 
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they  filled  the  courts  of  the  palace,  and  were  poft- 
ed  in  bodies  at  the  principal  gates  ;  the  other  of 
nobles,  confifting  of  two  hundred  men  of  diftin- 
guifhed  rank,  who  were  obliged  to  be  every  day  at 
the  palace,  to  guard  his  perfon,  and  make  up  the 
number  of  his  courtiers.  This  attendance  of  the 
nobility  was  divided  between  two  bodies,  that 
took  the  duty  by  turns,  comprehending  the  lords 
of  the  whole  empire,  who  were  obliged  to  come 
to  court  from  the  moft  diftant  provinces  :  a  fcheme 
contrived  by  Motezuma,  who,  by  thefe  means,  kept 
the  nobility  in  greater  dependance,  and  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  perfons,  difpofitions  and  capa¬ 
cities. 

He  had  two  wives,  the  daughters  of  tributary 
princes,  who  bore  the  title  of  queen,  and  were 
lodged  in  feparate  apartments,  with  equal  fplendour 
and  magnificence  :  but,  the  number  of  his  concu¬ 
bines  exceeded  three  thoufand,  culled  from  the  mod 
beautiful  women  of  his  whole  dominions.  Thefe, 
when  laid  afide,  found  husbands  of  the  firft  qua¬ 
lity  ;  for,  they  were  generally  rich,  and  deemed 
highly  honoured  in  having  been  kept  by  the  empe¬ 
ror.  He  feldom  granted  audience,  and  the  perfon 
who  obtained  this  favour  entered  barefoot,  and 
made  three  reverences,  faying  at  the  firft,  cc  lord,’* 
at  the  fecond,  “  my  lord,”  and  at  the  third, 
44  great  lord  !”  On  thefe  occafions,  he  appeared  in 
great  ftate  furrounded  by  his  counfellors,  Jiftened 
with  attention,  anfwered  with  feverity,  and  feemed 
pleafed  at  the  confufion  of  the  fpeaker,  which 
gratified  his  vanity  and  pride. 

He  often  ate  in  public,  tho’  always  alone,  with 
an  affedfation  offolemnity;  his  table  was  ufu- 
ally  furnifhed  with  above  two  hundred  difhes  of 
different  meats,  fome  of  them  very  favoury  and 
well  feafoned  :  of  thefe,  he  chofe  a  certain  number 
for  his  own  ufe,  and  ordered  the  reft  to  be  divided 

amonsr 
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among  the  nobles  of  his  guard.  His  table  was 
large,  but  low,  and  he  fat  on  a  little  ftool  the 
cloths  and  napkins  were  of  fine  cotton,  and  his 
dining  room  was  divided  in  the  middle  by  a  rail, 
which,  without  obftrudling  the  view,  kept  the 
croud  and  his  domeftics  at  diftance.  Within  the 
rails,  he  was  attended  by  three  or  four  old  favou¬ 
rite  fervants :  the  difhes  were  brought  in  by  twenty 
women,  magnificently  apparrelled,  who  ferved  his 
meat  and  prefented  him  with  the  cup :  and  the 
di flies  of  fine  earthen-ware,  as  well  as  the  cloths 
and  napkins,  being  once  ufed,  were  divided  among 
the  fervants  :  he  had  cups  and  falvers  of  gold,  and 
fometimes  drank  out  of  cocoa  and  natural  fheli's, 
richly  fet  with  jewels. 

The  liquors  he  drank  were  of  various  forts,  fome 
perfumed  with  the  richeft  odours,  others  mixed 
with  juice  of  falutiferous  herbs,  and  a  third  kind 
refembling  beer  made  of  maiz  ;  nor  did  lie  want 
provocatives  to  venery,  which  he  took  in  the  form 
of  confections.  Immediately  after  eating,  he  ufed 
to  take  a  frothy  kind  of  chocolate,  and  ufed  to 
fmoak.  tobacco  perfumed  with  liquid  amber  :  indeed 
the  juice  of  this  herb  was  one  of  the  ingredients, 
with  which  the  prieffs  wrought  themfelves  up  to 
fury  and  enthuiiafm,  as  often  as  they  were  obliged 
to  deliver  an  oracular  refponfe.  Among  other  at¬ 
tendants  at  his  table,  were  generally  three  or  four 
feledt  buffoons,  who  diverted  him  with  their 
ludicrous  talents  ;  and  after  fome  little  repofe,  he 
was  entertained  with  mufic,  compofed  of  pipes  and 
fea-fliells,  accompanied  by  voices  that  fung different 
compofitions,  forming  a  concert  not  at  all  difagree- 
aole  to  the  ear.  I  he  fubjedt  was  generally  the 
exploits  of  their  anceftors,  and  the  memorable 
adtions  of  their  kings,  which  the  children  learned 
by  heait,  in  order  to  preferve  them  from  oblivion. 
i  hey  had,  belidcs,  merry  fongs  ufed  in  dancing, 

accompanied 
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accompanied  with  the  mufic  of  two  little  drums, 
made  of  hollow  pieces  of  wood,  of  different  fize 
and  found.  1  hefe  were  chiefly  ufed  in  a  dance 
called  Mitates,  pracfifcd  at  feftivals,  in  which  the 
nobles  and  plebeians  mingled  without  diftindfion, 
gefticulating  and  fhouting,  until  by  drinking  to  each 
others  health,  they  were  quite  intoxicated  with  that 
heady  liquor  already  defcribed. 

At  other  times,  the  people,  afTembling  in  the 
fquares  and  porches  of  the  temples,  made  matches 
for  fhooting  at  the  mark,  running  races,  and  wr eft- 
ling.  Here  might  be  feen  rope-dancers  performing 
in  a  furprizing  manner,  without  the  aftiftance  of 
poles,  and  numbers  playing  at  ball,  under  the  fta- 
tue  of  an  idol  produced  by  the  priefts,  as  fuperin- 
tendant  of  that  diverfion.  In  a  word,  the  town  of 
Mexico  was  aim  oft  every  day  entertained  with  fome 

fptdaclco  or  cntorta'nmients,  calculated  by  Mn» 

tezuma  to  amufe  the  imaginations  of  the  people, 
which  otherwife  might  be  employed  to  his  pre¬ 
judice. 

The  wealth  of  this  emperor,  which  enabled  him 
to  fupport  the  expence  of  his  court,  and  maintain 
two  large  armies  conftantly  in  the  field,  arofe  from 
the  produce  of  gold  and  filver  mines,  the  falt-works 
and  other  taxes,  eftablifhed  from  time  immemorial, 
but  efpecially  from  the  contributions  levied  on  the 
fubjecf,  amounting  to  one  third  of  all  that  was 
yearly  produced  throughout  that  vaft  and  populous 
empire.  Thefe  exaftions  were  collected  by  officers 
depending  on  the  tribunal  of  the  royal  revenue, 
that  refided  in  the  court,  and  punifhed  the  leaft  fraud 
or  neglect,  with  the  lofs  of  life.  All  the  towns  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mexico  furnifhed  men  for 
the  king’s  works,  and  fuel  -  for  the  palace,  or  other- 
wife  contributed  at  the  expence  of  their  commu¬ 
nities.  The  tribute  of  the  nobility,  confifted  in 
guarding  the  emperor’s  perfon,  in  ferving  in 

his 
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his  armies  with  a  certain  number  of  vaflals,  and  in 
a  number  of  prefents,  which,  tho’  he  received  them, 
as  gifts,  they  durft  not  negled  to  make.  He  had 
different  treafurers  for  the  different  kinds  of  contri¬ 
butions  ;  and  the  tribunal  of  the  crown  revenue, 
having  iffued  ouiwhat  was  neceffary  for  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  palaces  and  provifions  of  war,  con¬ 
verted  the  overplus  into  ingots  of  gold,  to  the  value 
of  which  they  were  no  ftrangers.  Befides  this  tri¬ 
bunal,  there  was  a  council  of  juft  ice  that  received 
appeals  from  inferior  courts,  a  council  of  war,  and 
a  council  of  ftate,  together  with  judges  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  other  officers,  each  of  whom  carried 
a  ftafF  as  a  badge  of  diftindion.  Their  trials 
were  fummary  and  verbal  ;  for,  as  they  had  no 
written  laws,  they  were  governed  by  the  cuftoms 
and  inftitutions  of  their  anceftors.  Murther,  theft, 

adultery,  or  any  fligKt  di£re/pc£t  tuwtuds  ilic  k-ing 

or  religion,  were  capital  crimes :  but,  all  other 
mifdemeanors  were  eafily  pardoned.  The  children 
of  the  plebeians  were  inftrucfted  in  public  fchools  ; 
and  thofe  of  the  nobility,  in  well  endowed  col¬ 
leges,  under  the  king’s  authority,  where  they  learned 
thofe  rudiments  and  exercifes,  which  fitted  them 
for  the  fervice  of  the  commonwealth,  paffing 
through  three  fucceffive  daffies  ;  in  the  firft  of  which, 
they  were  taught  to  decypher  the  characters  and 
hieroglyphicks,  and  repeat  the  hiftorical  fongs ;  in 
the  fecond,  they  learned  modefty,  civility,  and  po¬ 
lite  deportment ;  and,  in  the  third,  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  robuft  exercifes,  fuch  as  carrying  weights, 
wreftling,  managing  their  arms,  fuffering  hunger 
and  thirft,  and  refilling  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather.  Having  gradually  acquired  thefe  qualifi¬ 
cations,  the  fons  of  noblemen,  defigned  for  war, 
were  fent  as  volunteers  to  the  army,  in  order  to 
accuftom  themfelves  to  the  danger  and  hardfhips  of 
a  campaign,  and  were  often  placed  among  the 
-  '  baggage- 
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baggage-men,  with  a  load  of  provifion  on  their 
fhoulders,  that  their  vanity  might  be  mortified,  and 
their  bodies  inured  to  fatigue,  before  they  ihould  be 
enrolled  as  foldiers,  an  honour  to  which  none  were 
admitted,  except  thofe  who  had  faced  the  enemy 
without  change  of  countenance,  and  given  fome 
other  proof  of  valour  and  intrepidity.  Every 
town  had  a  regulated  militia,  fo  that  their  armies 
were  formed  with  eafe ;  for,  the  princes,  caciques, 
and  governors  were  obliged  to  repair  to  the  rendez¬ 
vous,  with  a  certain  quota  of  foldiers ;  and  it  is  re¬ 
ported  as  an  inftance  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Mexi¬ 
can  empire,  that  Motezuma  had  thirty  vaffals*  each 
of  whom  could  bring  into  the  field  one  hundred 
thoufand  armed  men.  Their  troops  were  better 
difciplined  than  thofe  of  the  other  Indian  nations ; 
and  in  order  to  reward  adds  of  valour,  the  emperor 
created  feveral  orders  of  knighthood,  one  of  which 
he  himfelf  profefied,  difiinguifhing  each  by  a  par¬ 
ticular  badge  and  denomination. 

The  Mexican  year,  like  ours,  confiffed  of  three 
hundred  and  fixty  five  days,  divided  into  eighteen 
months,  twenty  days  being  affigned  to  each  month, 
fo  that  the  whole  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
fixty ;  the  other  five,  they  added  at  the  end  of  the 
year  to  make  it  anfwer  the  courfe  of  the  fun.  Du¬ 
ring  thefe,  which  they  looked  upon  as  days  defigned 
for  pleafure  and  vacation,  they  gave  themfelves  up 
to  idlenefs  and  pleafure.  They  had  likewife  weeks 
of  thirteen  days,  with  different  names  ;  and  their 
ages  confifted  of  four  weeks  of  years,  difiributed 
in  a  very  artful  manner.  In  the  centre  of  a  great 
circle,  divided  into  fifty  two  degrees,  allowing  a 
year  for  every  degree,  they  painted  the  fun,  from 
whofe  rays  proceeded  four  lines  of  different  co¬ 
lours,  equally  dividing  the  circumference,  leaving 
thirteen  degrees  to  each  femi-diameter  ;  and  thefe 
divifions  ferved  as  fig  as  of  their  zodiac,  upon 

which 
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which  the  ages  had  their  revolutions,  and  the  fun 
his  afpe&s,  profperous  or  adverfe,  according  to  the 
colour  of  the  line.  In  a  larger  circle  inciofing  the 
other, they  marked,  with  their  figures  and  characters, 
the  accidents  and  chief  occurrences  of  the  age  : 
and  thefe  fecular  maps  were  public  inftruments, 
ferving  for  proofs  of  their  hiftory. 

The  eledion  of  the  emperor  being  made,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  the  field,  and  obtain  fome 
victory  over  his  enemies  or  revolted  fubjeCts,  be¬ 
fore  he  was  crowned  or  permitted  to  aicend  the 
throne;  and  proving  himfelf  thus  qualified  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  he  returned  in  triumph, 
and  made  his  public  entry  with  great  ftate  and  fo- 
lemnity  :  all  the  nobility,  minifters  and  priefts  ac¬ 
companied  him  to  the  temple  of  the  god  of  war, 
where  he  alighted  from  his  chair,  and  after  having 
offered  the  accuftomary  facrifice,  was  clothed  in 
royal  robes  by  the  electors,  who  armed  his  right 
hand  with  a  fword  of  gold,  as  an  enfign  of  juftice, 
and  his  left  with  a  bow  and  arrows,  fignifying 
his  power  and  command  in  war ;  then  the  king  of 
Tezeuco,  placed  the  crown  upon  his  head,  by 
virtue  of  being  firft  eleCIor.  This  ceremony 
being  performed,  he  was-  harangued  by  one  of  the 
mo  ft  eloquent  magiftrates,  who  congratulated  him 
on  his  new  dignity,  in  the  name  of  the  empire, 
and  expatiated  upon  the  cares  and  troubles  that  at¬ 
tend  a  throne,  as  well  as  upon  the  duty  of  a  fove- 
reign;-  then  the  chief  prieft  approaching,  tendered 
an  oath,  by  which  he  engaged  to  maintain  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  his  anceftors,  together  with  the  law's  and 
cuftoms  of  the  empire  ;  to  treat  his  vaffals  with 
lenity,  to  procure  feafonable  rains,  and  to  prevent 
inunuations,  fterility,  and  the  malignant  influences 
»  of  the  fun  and  planets.  The  Mexicans  believed 
the  immortality  of  the  foul,  with  eternal  rewards 
and  punifhments-  in  a  future  ftate,  and  buried’  gold 

and 
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and  filver  with  their  dead,  to  defray  the  expence  of 
their  journey,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  long  and 
troublefome :  nay,  they  flew  fome  fervants  to  ac¬ 
company  them,  and  the  wives  very  often  celebrated 
the  exequies  of  their  huibands,  by  putting  them- 
felves  to  death.  Princes  were  obliged  to  have  mo¬ 
numents  of  vaft  extent,  for,  the  greateft  part  of 
their  riches  and  family  were  interred  with  them  ; 
and  when  the  king  died,  the  whole  number  of 
houfhold  officers  and  favourites  were  obliged  to  at¬ 
tend  him  to  the  other  world. 

Their  marriages  were  celebrated  in  the  following 
manner.  The  preliminary  contract  being  fettled, 
the  couple  appeared  in  the  temple,  and  the  pried 
having  examined  them,  touching  their  mutual  in¬ 
clination,  tied  the  tip  of  the  woman’s  veil  and 
the  corner  of  the  bridegroom’s  garment  together, 
as  an  emblem  of  the  interior  tie  of  affections,  and 
accompanying  them,  joined  in  this  manner,  to 
their  habitation,  they  went  round  the  fire  feven 
times,  then  fat  down  to  receive  a  ihare  of  the  heat, 
and  thus  they  deemed  the  marriage  accomplifhed. 
The  bride’s  portion  was  requefted,  and  the  hufband 
obliged  to  reftore  it  in  cafe  of  a  reparation,  which 
was  often  effected  by  mutual  confent:  in  that  cafe,  the 
girls  remained  with  the  mother,  and  the  boys  went 
with  the  father  ;  and  a  marriage  being  thus  diffolved, 
the  parties  were,  forbid  to  join  again  on  pain  of 
death  :  a  wife  inftitution,  that  checked  the  natural 
levity  of  that  fickle  people. 

The  new-born  infants  were  carried  with  great 
folemnity  to  the  temples,  where  the  priefts  received 
them  with  certain  admonitions,  touching  the  trou¬ 
bles  to  which  they  were  born  :  if  they  were  the  Tons 
of  nobles,  they  put  a  fword  into  the  child’s  right 
hand,  and  upon  his  left  arm  a  Ihield,  kept  in  the 
temple  for  that  purpofe :  if  of  plebeian  extraction, 
they  put  into  their  hands  mechanical  inftruments : 

but. 
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but,  the  females  of  both  degrees,  were  prefented 
with  a  diftaff  and  fpindle.  This  ceremony  being 
performed,  they  were  brought  up  to  the  altar,  and 
their  privities  cut  with  a  thorn  or  lancet  of  flint,  fo 
as  to  yield  fome  drops  of  blood,  which  was  no 
fooner  fhed,  than  they  fprinkled  them  with  water, 
ejaculating  certain  invocations  during  this  baptifm. 
The  Mexicans  had  alfo  a  fort  of  communion, 
which  the  priefts  adminiflred  on  certain  days  of  the 
year,  dividing  into  fmall  bits  an  idol  made  of 
flour  and  honey,  which  they  called  the  god  of  pe¬ 
nitence  :  nor  were  they  without  jubilees,  procef- 
fions,  offerings  of  incenfe,  and  other  forms  of  di¬ 
vine  worfhip. 


CHAP.  XVII  r. 


Cwtes  receives  an  alarming  letter  from  Vera  Cruz 
in  confequence  of  which  he  affembles  a  council ; 
the  refult  of  it  $  takes  a  very  hold  refolution  t 


there  of  the  diflurhance  at  Vera  Cruz  purtijhedy 
Motezuma  fettered ,  hut  freed  in  a  f:ort  time . 

ALL  thefe  circumftances  the  Spaniards  ob- 
±\  Lrved  with  admiration,  which,  however, 
they  were  at  pains  to  conceal ;  and  the  Mexicans 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  expreflions  of 
regard  for  their  guefts.  7  hey  were  every  day  re¬ 
galed  with  fome  new  diverfion,  at  which  Mote- 
zuma  appeared  in  perfon,  contrary  to  hie 
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hrs  time,  and  contra&ed  an  acquaintance  with  his 
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captains,  to  whom  he  often  made  prefents  with 
great  difcernment  and  diftin&ion  of  merit.  In  this 
manner,  the  Chriftians  for  fome  time  enjoyed  an 
agreeable  repofe,  until  they  were  alarmed  by  a 
piece  of  intelligence  brought  by  two  Tlafcaian 
foldiers,  who  had  difguifed  themfelves  in  the  habits 
of  Mexicans,  and  entered  the  city  unperceived. 
This  was  no  other  than  a  letter  from  Vera  Cruz, 
containing  the  following  particulars.  That  fome 
of  the  Indians  in  alliance  with  the  Spaniards,  hav¬ 
ing  complained  to  Juan  de  Efcalante,  that  one  of 
Motezuma’s  generals  called  Qualpopoca,  had  af- 
fembled  all  the  Mexican  troops  upon  the  frontiers 
of  Zempoalla,  and  levied  contributions  upon  them 
with  great  extortion  and  cruelty,  he,  thefaid  Juan 
de  Efcalante,  had  fent  deputies  to  defire  the  Mexi¬ 
can  general  to  fufpend  hoflilities  till  further  orders 
fhould  come  from  court,  as  it  could  not  be  fuppo- 
fed  that  Motezuma  would  authorize  fuch  violence, 
at  the  very  time  when  he  entertained  the  Spaniards, 
who  were  the  allies  of  thofe  poor  people,  with  fuch 
friendfhip  and  hofpitality.  To  this  meflage  Qual¬ 
popoca  made  a  very  infolent  reply,  which  provo¬ 
ked  Juan  de  Efcalante  to  take  the  field  againft 
him,  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  Indians  and 
forty  Spaniards. 

The  Mexican  general,  being  informed  of  his 
motions,  advanced  to  receive  him  near  a  fmall  vil¬ 
lage,  fince  known  by  the  name  of  Aloneria,  and 
an  engagement  enfued,  in  which,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  difpute,  the  Mexicans  turned  their  backs  and 
fled  with  precipitation  to  the  next  town,  whither 
they  were  purfued  by  Juan  de  Efcalante,  tho’,  by 
this  time,  he  was  almoft  entirely  abandoned  by  his 
Indian  allies  :  for,  in  the  beginning  of  the  battle, 
they  had  melted  away  out  of  fear  of  the  enemy, 
whofe  countenance  they  could  not  endure.  Not- 
withflanding  this  defertion,  which  had  not  been 

perceiyed 
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perceived  by  the  Mexicans,  Efcalante  followed  the 
purfuit  with  little  more  than  his  fmall  number  of 
Spaniards;  and  ordering  the  place  of  their  retreat  to 
be  fired  in  different  parts,  attacked  the  troops  of 
Qualpopoca  with  fuch  refolution  that  they  were  en¬ 
tirely  difiodged  and  routed.  This  victory,  however, 
coft  the  Spaniards  very  dear;  for  Juan  de  Efcalante 
and  feven  foldiers  were  mortally  wounded;  and  of 
this  number  the  Mexicans  carried  off  Juan  de  Ar- 
guillo,  a  man  of  extraordinary  ftature  and  ffrength, 
who  fell  valiantly  fighting  in  a  place  where  he  could 
not  be  fuccoured. 

This  account  was  the  fubjeCl  of  the  letter  which 
Cortes  received  from  the  council  of  Vera  Cruz,  who 
defired  he  would  appoint  a  fucceffor  to  their  gover¬ 
nor,  and  give  directions  touching  the  poffure  of 
their  affairs. 

Hernan  was  truly  afflidted  at  the  lofs  of  Juan  de 
Efcalante,  and  communicated  the  letter  to  his  cap¬ 
tains,  defiring  each  would  feparately  weigh  the  cir- 
cumltances  of  their  prefent  fituation,  and  give  their 
opinions  freely  at  their  next  meeting,,  Mean  while 
he  himfelf  paffed  the  greateft  part  of  the  night  in 
revolving  fchemes  for  his  conduCt  on  this  occafion  ; 
and,  in  the  morning,  fending  for  fome  of  the  moft 
fenfible  Indians  in  his  army,  afked,  if  they  had  late¬ 
ly  perceived  any  change  in  the  difcourfe  or  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  Mexicans.  They  told  him,  that  the 
nobles  feemed  to  be  penfive  and  myfterious,  that 
they  had  heard  fome  of  the  people  mention  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  breaking  down  the  caufeway,  and 
that  it  was  reported,  a  Spaniard’s  head  had  been 
prefented  to  Motezuma,  who  viewed  with  aftonifh- 
ment  the  largenefs  and  ferocity  of  the  afpech,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  immediately  concealed.  From  thefe 
circumftances,  and  efpecially  that  of  the  head,  which 
doubtlefs  belonged  to  Arguillo,  Cortes  immediately 
concluded  that  the  Mexicans  were  bent  upon  his 

~  deftrudfion. 
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definition,  and  that  the  plan  was  authorifed  by 
Motezuma  ;  fo  that  affembling  forthwith  his  coun¬ 
cil,  compofed  of  the  captains  and  fome  favourite 
foldiers,  he  imparted  the  hints  he  had  received  from 
the  Indians,  and  demanded  their  advice.  Some 
propofed  to  obtain  a  pafTport  from  Motezuma,  and 
retire  openly  to  the  relief  of  Vera  Cruz  ;  others  fug- 
gelled  that  they  fhould  retire  privately  in  the  night; 
but  thegreatefl  part  was  of  opinion,  that  they  fhould 
continue  at  Mexico,  without  pretending  to  know 
what  had  palled  at  Vera  Cruz,  until  they  fhould 
find  a  proper  opportunity  for  retreating  with  fafety. 
Not  one  of  thefe  fchemes  however  met  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  Cortes,  who  reprefented,  that  nothing 
could  fink  them  lower  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mexi¬ 
cans,  than  their  demanding  a  paflport  to  retire  from 
that  city,  which  they  had  entered  in  fpite  of  all  op- 
pofition  ;  and  that,  if  Motezuma  really  harboured 
any  defign  to  their  prejudice,  he  would  grant  them 
fafe  condudl  with  a  view  of  lulling  them  into  a  blind 
fecurity,  that  he  might  afterwards  attack  them  un¬ 
awares  ;  the  propofal  of  retreating  by  Health,  he 
mentioned  as  a  projedt  equally  dangerous  and  dif- 
graceful,  as  it  would  lower  them  in  the  efleem  of 
their  allies,  who  would  defert  them  as  daflardly  fu¬ 
gitives,  and  perhaps  recommend  themfelves  to  Mo¬ 
tezuma,  by  joining  his  forces  in  order  to  cut  off 
their  retreat.  Neither  could  he  fee  how  it  would 
be  practicable  to  flay  at  Mexico,  without  taking 
fome  refolute  flep  for  their  fafety  :  he  therefore  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  fhould  feize  the  perfon 
of  Motezuma,  and  convey  him  to  their  own  quar¬ 
ters,  where  he  might  be  detained  as  an  hoflage  for 
the  fincerity  of  his  people.  He  faid,  fuch  a  bold 
adiion  would  fir  ike  the  Mexicans  with  aflonifhment 
and  confternation,  and  aggrandize  the  character  of 
the  Spaniards  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  would 
never  dream  of  combining  againfl  them  for  the  fu- 
Vol.  II.  C  ture, 
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lure,  efpecially  when  they  finould  know  that  Cortes 
had  difcovered  the  tranfaddions  at  Vera  Cruz,  the 
account  of  which  (they  would  believe)  mu  ft  have 
been  communicated  by  fome  fupernatural  intelli¬ 
gence.  This  propofal  he  fupported  with  fuch  ener¬ 
gy  of  eloquence,  as  feemed  to  infpire  the  hearers 
with  uncommon  fpiritand  alacrity;  fo  that  they  un- 
animoufly  applauded  the  fcheme,  and  left  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  it  entirely  to  his  own  difcretion. 

Having  pitched  upon  the  hour  when  the  Spani¬ 
ards  were  accuftomed  to  wait  upon  jVIotezuma,  for 
the  execution  of  the  plan,  he  ordered  his  men  to 
arm  themfelves  in  the  quarters,  faddle  their  horfes 
with  great  fecrecy,  and  wait  without  noife  for  fur¬ 
ther  inftru<3ions.  Then  he  occupied  ail  the  ave¬ 
nues  to  the  palace  with  fmall  fcattered  detachments  ; 
and,  having  directed  thirty  choice  men  to  follow 
him  at  a  fmall  diftance,  went  thither,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Gonfalo  de  Sandoval, 
Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  Francifco  de  Lugo,  and 
Alonzo  Davila ;  nor  was  there  any  thing  fufpici- 
ous  in  their  appearing  with  their  arms,  which  they 
usually  carried  as  a  military  ornament.  Motezuma, 
according  to  cuffom,  came  out  of  his  apartment 
in  order  to  receive  the  vifit;  his  fervants,  as  ufuai, 
retired  to  another  part  of  the  palace  ;  and  then  Cor¬ 
tes,  with  an  air  of  refentment,  began  his  com¬ 
plaint  againft  the  Mexican  general,' who  had  at¬ 
tacked  his  confederates  in  violation  of  the  peace, 
murdered  a  Spaniard  in  cool  blood,  and  even  en¬ 
deavoured  to  vindicate  his  perfidious  behaviour,  by 
declaring  he  had  added  in  obedience  to  his  majefty’s 
order. 

Motezuma  changed  colour  on  hearing  this  charge, 
which  however  he  denied  with  marks  of  confufion  : 
andCortes  pretended  to  believe  him  innocent;  “  Ne- 
46  verthelefs  ( Laid  he)  neither  the  Spaniards,  nor  your 
u  own  fubjedds,  will  be  undeceived,  after  fuch  a  de- 
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cc  claration  of  your  general,  unlefs  you  take  fome  ex~ 
44  traordinary  ftep  to  efface  the  impreffion  of  fuch  a 
44  calumny  :  I  am  therefore  come  to  beg  you  will, 
44  without  any  difturbance,  repair  with  us  to  the  Spa- 
44  nifh  quarters,  where  you  fhall  be  treated  with  all 
44  the  reverence  and  refpedf  due  to  your  majefty,  un~ 
44  til  your  character  fhall  be  acquitted  to  the  convic- 
44  tion  of  all  mankind.”  Motezuma,  amazed  and 
incenfed  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  propofal,  replied 
with  impatience,  that  princes  of  his  rank  were  not 
accuftomed  to  go  tamely  to  prifon,  nor  would  his 
fubjedts  permit  him  to  forget  his  dignity  fo  far  as  to 
ftoop  to  fo  bafe  a  compliance.  Cortes  gave  him  to 
underhand,  that  provided  he  would  comply,  with¬ 
out  obliging  the  Spaniards  to  forget  the  refpedf  they 
had  for  his  perfon,  he  fhould  not  value  the  oppofi- 
tion  of  his  fubjedts.  Notwithflanding  this  remon- 
ffrance,  he  refufed  to  leave  his  palace  ;  but,  being 
fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  he  was  expofed,  he 
offered  to  fend  immediately  for  Qualpopoca,  and 
deliver  him,  with  all  his  officers,  into  the  hands  of 
Cortes,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  fend  two  of  his 
own  fons  to  the  Spaniih  quarters,  as  boil  ages  for 
the  performance  of  his  promife.  But  thefe  expedi¬ 
ents  would  not  fatisfy  Hernan,  whofe  captains,  fuf- 
pedfing  that  the  delay  might  be  dangerous,  began 
to  be  clamorous,  and,  among  others,  Juan  Velaf- 
quez  de  Leon  called  aloud,  44  Since  he  will  not 
44  hear  reafon,  let  us  feize  him  by  force,  or  kill 
44  him  on  the  fpot.”  Motezuma  hearing  this  ex¬ 
clamation  uttered  in  an  angry  tone,  defired  to  know 
the  purport  of  it,  and  Donna  Marina,  to  whom  he 
ad  die  ffed  himfelf,  took  this  opportunity  of  exhort¬ 
ing  him  earneftly,  as  his  own  vaffal  and  fubjedf,  to 
comply  without  further  hefitation,  otherwife  his 
life  would  be  in  danger.  Her  Teprefentation  had 
fuch  an  erfedt  upon  him,  that  he  inftantly  rofe  from 
his  feat,  faying  to  Cortes,  44  I  truff  myfeif  in  your 
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hands;  let  us  go  to  your  quarters:  for  fo  the 
4C  sods  have  decreed.”  Then  he  ordered  his  fer- 
vants  to  get  ready  his  chair  and  equipage,  telling 
his  miniffers,  that,  for  certain  reafons  of  Fate,  he 
had  refolved  to  pafs  fome  days  in  the  Spanifh  quar~ 
ters  ;  and  commanded  the  captain  of  his  guard  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  with 
which  he  fhould  take  Qualpopoca  and  his  officers 
prifoners,  that  they  might  fufFer  for  having  invaded 
Zempoalla.  Having  given  thefe  directions,  which 
were  explained  by  Donna  Marina  to  Cories  and  his 
officers,  he  quitted  the  palace  with  his  ufual  atten¬ 
dants,  the  Spaniards  marching  clofe  by  his  chair  on 
pretence  of  refpect :  but,  a  report  being  immediate¬ 
ly  fpread,  that  the  flrangers  had  carried  off  the  em¬ 
peror,  the  ffreets  were  in  an  inflant  filled  with 
crowds  of  people,  who  rent  the  air  with  outcries, 
throwing  themfelves  on  the  ground  in  defpair,  and 
{heading  floods  of  tears  for  their  unfortunate  prince. 
In  a  word,  a  general  infurrection  would  have  cer¬ 
tainly  enfued,  had  not  Motezuma,  with  a  ferenitv 
of  countenance,  commanded  filence,  and  affured 
his  people,  that  he  was  going,  of  his  own  accord, 
to  pafs  a  few  days  with  his  friends  the  ff rangers : 
and  when  he  reached  the  quarters,  he  ordered  his 
guards  to  difperfe  the  populace,  and  his  miniffers 
to  publifh  that  it  fhould  be  death  for  any  one  to 
occafion  the  leaft  tumult  or  difturbance.  He  be¬ 
haved  very  courteoufly  to  the  Spanifh  foldiers,  who 
came  forth  and  received  him  with  great  refpedf; 
and  having  pitched  upon  an  apartment,  at  a  difiance 
irom  thofe  poffeffed  by  the  Spaniards,  it  was  inffant- 
Jy  furnifhed  from  his  wardrobe.  Cortes  doubled 
the  guards,  and  polled  fentinels  at  all  the  avenues, 

3 eitridling  the  miniffers  and  courtiers  that  came 
to  wait  upon  Motezuma  to  a  certain  number,  on 
pretence  of  keeping  his  majeffy  from  being  crowd¬ 
ed  ;  and  omitting  no  precaution  which  an  action  of 

that 
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that  confequence  required.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
preferved  all  the  formalities  of  decorum,  treated 
him  with  the  fame  refpedf  he  had  formerly  manifeft- 
ed  towards  his  perfon ;  and  indeed  one  would  have 
imagined, from  Motezuma’s  chearful  afpedl  and  feem- 
ing  good  humour,  that  he  was  perfectly  well  pleaf- 
ed  with  his  fituation.  He  diftributed  fome  jewels 
among  the  Spanish  officers,  and  feemed  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  eafy  in  his  mind;  nor  did  he  ever  difcover 
the  fecret  of  his  confinement  to  his  miniflers  or  fer- 
vants,  either  becaufe  he  was  afhamed  to  reveal  his 
own  difgrace,  or  afraid  of  his  life  in  cafe  they  fhould 
make  the  lead  didurbance.  At  fird,  therefore,  the 
Mexicans  believed  his  retreat  was  voluntary,  "be- 
caufe  they  could  not  fuppofe  the  Spaniards  would 
attempt  an  aCtion  that  even  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
their  imagination ;  and  when  they  did  difcover  the 
truth  from  the  extraordinary  vigilance,  doubled 
guards,  and  martial  appearance  of  the  drangers, 
they  were  fo  over-awed  by  the  aflonifhing  boldnefs 
of  the  atchievement,  that  they  durd  not  venture  to 
take  any  fteps  towards  the  enlargement  of  their 
prince. 

Notwithdanding  his  imprifonment,  he  exercifed 
all  the  fundions  of  royalty;  granted  audiences; 
held  councils ;  and,  as  ufual,  regulated  the  civil,  as 
well  as  the  military  government  of  his  kingdoms. 
His  table  was  fupplied  from  the  palace,  with  ex- 
traordinary-'  abundance,  that  the  Spanifh  foldiers 
might  feaft  on  the  fuperfluity ;  and  he  condantly 
fent  delicacies  to  Cortes  and  his  captains,  each  of 
whom  he  could  call  by  his  refpeHive  name  :  nay, 
he  even  dudied  their  humours  and  difpofitions,  as  he 
occafionally  converfed  with  them,  and  often  feafon- 
ed  his  difcourfe  with  pleafantry,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
however,  as  not  to  defcend  beneath  the  dignity  of 
his  charaHer.  All  the  time  which  was  not  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  bufinefs,  he  pafied  among  them  ;  and  was 
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wont  to  fay,  he  was  not  himfelf  except  in  company 
of  thefe  ftrangers,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  de- 
monftrations  of  refpefl,  and  thefe  gave  him  great 
fatisfaclion  ;  for  he  was  extremely  jealous  of  his  ho¬ 
nour,  infomuch  that  a  Spaniard  having  done  fome- 
thing,  with  a  view  (as  he  thought)  to  affront  him, 
he  infilled  upon  his  being  turned  out  of  his  prefence, 
and  defired  he  might  never  be  employed  near  his 
perfon  for  the  future.  Sometimes  he  play’d  with 
Cortes  at  toioloque,  which  is  a  game  performed  by 
tipping  down  fmall  pins  of  gold,  with  little  balls  of 
the  fame  metal;  and  as  they  play’d  for  jewels  and 
trinkets,  Motezuma  diftributed  his  winnings  among 
the  Spaniards,  and  Hernan  (hared  his  good  fortune 
among  the  emperor’s  inferior  officers.  During.thefe 
amufements,  he  ufed  to  rally  Pedro  de  Alvarado  for 
being  a  partial  marker,  tho’  he  expreffed  uncom¬ 
mon  regard  for  that  captain;  and,  in  a  word,  feem- 
ed  infenfible  of  the  reftraint  in  which  he  lived  : 
but,  notwithffanding  his  complaifance  in  other  par¬ 
ticulars,  he  baffled  all  the  efforts  made  by  Cortes 
and  Bartholomede  Olmedo  to  detach  him  from  the 
abfurdities  of  his  religion,  to  which  he  adhered 
with  all  the  zeal  of  an  enthufiaff. 

In  about  twenty  days  after  his  imprifonment,  the 
captain  of  the  guard  returned  with  Qualpopoca  and 
the  other  officers,  who  had  furrendred  themfelves 
quietly  at  fight  of  the  royal  fignet,  which  Motezu¬ 
ma  had  given  to  the  captor  as  a  mark  of  authority  ; 
and,  after  they  had  been  brought  before  the  empe¬ 
ror,  who  fpoke  to  them  with  referve,  they  were  de¬ 
livered  into  the  hands  of  Cortes,  to  whom  they 
con  felled  themfelves  guilty  of  having  violated  the 
peace  of  their  own  accord,  as  well  as  of  having  or¬ 
dered  Arguillo  to  be  put  to  death  in  cold  blood  ; 
till  finding  the  Spanifh  general  determined  to  inffibl 
the  punifhment  due  to  their  crimes,  they  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  five  their  lives  by  impeaching  the  emperor, 

whofe 
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whofe  orders  they  had  obeyed.  Cortes,  however,  af¬ 
fected  to  treat  that  impeachment  as  a  malicious 
afperfion  ;  and,  after  a  formal  trial,  they  were  con- 
vidfed  and  fentenced  to  be  burnt.  But,  in  order 
to  deter  Motezuma  from  taking  any  flep  to  prevent 
their  execution,  the  general  thought  it  was  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  to  take  another  bold  broke  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  went  into  the  prefence  of  that  prince,  accom¬ 
panied  with  Donna  Marina  and  three  or  four  cap¬ 
tains,  with  a  common  foldier  carrying  fetters ;  and, 
after  having  fainted  him  with  his  ufual  refpecf,  af- 
fumed  a  peremptory  look,  while  he  told  him,  in  an 
exalted  voice,  that  Qualpopoca  and  his  accomplices 
had  confeffed  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  con¬ 
demned  to  death  ;  but,  as  they  affirmed  they  had 

his _  si-  ixrae  highly  f  Li  ft 

and  neceffary  that  he  fhould  expiate  for  thofe  fWng 
prefumptions  by  fome  perfonal  mortifcation.  So 
faying,  he,  with  an  air  of  authority,  commanded 
the  foldier  to  fhackle  Motezuma,  without  fuf Fering 
any  reply;  and,  leaving  him  in  that  condition,  gave 
orders  to  the  guards  to  deprive  him  of  all  commu¬ 
nication  with  his  minibers. 

Such  was  the  abonifhment  of  the  Indian  empe¬ 
ror,  at  feeing  himfelf  treated  in  this  ignominious 
manner,  that  he  could  bnd  neither  power  to  re  fib, 
nor  fpeech  to  complain,  while  his  fervants,  with¬ 
out  prefuming  to  fpeak,  threw  themfelves  at  his 
feet,  with  marks  of  inexpreffible  affiicbion,  in  or¬ 
der  to  bear  the  weight  of  his  fetters.  When  he  re¬ 
covered  from  his  brb  amazement,  he  broke  out  in¬ 
to  a  tranfport  of  rage,  which,  however,  he  foon 
reprefied  ;  and,  tho’  he  believed  his  life  was  in  dan¬ 
ger,  he  collected  his  fortitude,  and  waited  his  fate 
with  dignity  and  rebgnation. 

Mean  while  Cortes,  having  taken  all  poffihle 
precautions  to  prevent  any  dihurbance,  ordered  the 
Mexican  general  and  his  officers  to  be  brought  forth 

C  4  and 


3-2  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

and  executed,  in  prefence  of  an  innumerable  con- 
courfe  of  people,  who  beheld  this  amazing  fpeciacle 
with  fdent  awe  and  admiration.  1  hen  returning 
to  the  emperor’s  apartment,  he  told  him,  with  a 
chearful  countenance  and  courteous  addrefs,  that 
the  traitors,  who  had  been  fo  bold  as  to  blemifh 
his  majefty’s  character,  had  now  received  condign 
punifhment:  and  fo  faying,  he  himfelf  ftooped 
down,  and  with  his  own  hands  took  off  the  fetters. 
Motezuma  received  his  liberty  with  a  tumultuous 
joy,  and  embraced  Cortes  two  or  three  times  with 
great  affedtion  ;  then  they  fat  down  together,  and 
engaged  in  the  moll  amicable  converfation  ;  during 
which,  the  Spanifh  general  gave  him  to  under¬ 
stand,  that  v/ hen  ever  he  pleafed  he  might  return  to 

his  palace,  bo  tKo  caufa  of  dptontian  * y  —  o 
removed. 

This  was  a  political  offer,  which  he  knew  the 
Indian  monarch  would  not  embrace,  becaufe  he 
had  before-hand,  by  means  of  Donna  Marina,  in- 
tufed  into  him  a  firm  belief,  that  if  he  fhould  quit 
the  Spanifh  quarters  before  the  departure  of  Cortes., 
he  would  fuffer  greatly  in  his  reputation,  as  foon  as 
ever  his  vaffals  fhould  know  that  he  had  received  his 
liberty  from  the  hand  of  another.  He  therefore 
declined  the  offer,  tho’  he  would  not  explain  his 
motive;  but,  on  the  contrary,  made  a  merit  of  his 
flay,  by  faying,  that  as  foon  as  he  fhould  return  to 
his  palace,  his  nobility  and  minifiers  would  prefs 
him  to  take  up  arms,  in  order  to  obtain  fatisfadfion 
for  the  injury  he  had  undergone;  fo  that  he  would 
remain  where  he  was,  out  of  regard  to  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  this  pretence,  praiff 
ed  his  refolution,  and  made  many  acknowledge¬ 
ments  for  the  care  he  expreffed  of  their  fafety ;  and 
both  were  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  finefie  which 
they  pradtifed  on  each  other. 


CHAP, 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO,  33 


CHAP,  XIX. 

*The  emperor  permitted  to  vifet  the  temple  of  the  fun ;  after 
which  he  patiently  returns  to  the  Spanifh  quarters 5 
and  jeems  Jlrongly  attached  to  Cortes  3  by  whom  Gon - 
zalo  de  Sandoval  is  appointed  governor  of  Vera  Cruz ; 
two  Jhips  built  upon  the  lake  3  the  working  of  them 
Jlrange  to  the  Indians 3  fame  religious  difputes  3  an 
ambitious  conjpiracy  fet  on  foot  again fl  Cortes  ;  dif- 
covered  by  Motezuma ,  and  the  principal  conductor 
of  it  fecured  and  punifhed , 

FROM  this  day  Motezuma  Teemed  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  well  Tatisfied  with  his  fituation  j  he  be¬ 
came  courteous  and  liberal,  and  his  fervants  and 
attendants  rejoiced  in  this  change  of  his  difpofition. 
At  length,  when  he  thought  he  had  given  indubi¬ 
table  proofs  of  his  fincerity,  he  defired  that  Cortes 
would  allow  him  to  vilit  his  temples,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  gave  his  royal  word  that  he  would  punc¬ 
tually  return  to  his  quarters :  and  obferved,  that 
fuch  an  indulgence  would  redound  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  as  the  Mexicans  be¬ 
gan  to  furmife  that  he  was  detained  as  a  prifoner, 
and  in  that  belief  might  raife  Tome  dangerous  com¬ 
motion.  Cortes,  fenfibie  of  the  truth  of  what  he 
ailedged,  allured  him  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  go 
abroad  whenever  he  fhould  think  proper  3  yet  he  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  promife  he  made  with  regard  to  his 
returning,  becaufe  he  (hould  be  extremely  mortified 
in  being  deprived  of  his  company. 

Tho’  the  general  would  not  hinder  him  from  vi~ 
fiting  his  temples,  he  infilled  upon  his  promife,  that 
no  human  facrifice  {hould  be  performed  from  that 
day  :  and  if  thefe  impious  rites  were  not  entirely  abo- 
lilhed,  they  were  at  lead:  conducted  with  fuch  fe- 
crecy  as  fereened  them  effectually  from  the  obferva- 
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tion  of  the  Spaniards.  His  fir  ft  excurfion  was  to 
the  principal  temple,  which  he  entered  with  his 
ufual  pomp  and  attendants,  and  his  appearance  was 
celebrated  with  the  loud  acclamations  of  his  people, 
among  whom  he  diftributed  largefles  with  uncom¬ 
mon  liberality.  Having  paid  his  worfhip  to  the 
gods,  he  returned  to  the  quarters,  where  he  decla¬ 
red,  with  all  the  marks  of  fincerity,  that,  exclufive 
of  his  promife,  he  would  have  come  back  folely  to 
enjoy  that  fatisfadfion  he  had  in  refiding  among  the 
Grangers. 

From  this  day  he  continued  to  go  abroad  occa- 
fionally,  according  to  his  own  inclination,  feme- 
times  to  the  palace  of  his  wives,  and  fometimes  to 
pleafure  houfes,  where  he  enjoyed  his  amufements  ; 
but  never  without  afking  leave  of  Cortes,  who  ge¬ 
nerally  accompanied  him  in  his  parties  of  diverfion, 
and  indeed  feemed  to  engrofs  his  favour  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  the  nobles,  who  had  any  thing  to  afk 
of  the  emperor,  never  failed  to  follicit  the  iritereft 
of  the  general,  in  which  they  always  found  their 
account. 

Yet,  in  the  midd  of  this  fuccefs  and  feeming; 
tranquillity,  Reman  did  not  neglect  thofe  precau¬ 
tions  which  he  deemed  neceflary  for  his  own  fecu- 
rity,  as  well  as  for  the  execution  of  the  vad  defigns 
he  had  conceived.  He  appointed  Gonzalo  de  San¬ 
doval  to  the  government  of  Vera  Cruz,  which  was 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Juan  de  Efcalante;  but,  as 
he  did  not  chute  to  part  with  f  ch  a  valuable  cap¬ 
tain,  hefent,  in  quality  of  his  lieutenant,  a  private 
fold  ier,  called  Alonfo  de  Grado,  a  man  of  ability, 
thoJ  turbulent  in  his  difpodtion,  who  had  diliinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  in  the  pad  difturbances. 

This  might  have  been  a  very  unlucky  dep,  had 
the  veflels  which  Diego  Velafquez  fitted  out  in  the 
profecution  of  his  old  claim,  arrived  a  little  fooner 
on  the  coad  of  Vera  Cruz.  But,  the  lieutenant  be¬ 
haved 
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haved  with  fuch  infolence  and  tyranny,  that,  in  a 
few  days  after  his  arrival,  complaints  were  fent 
againft  him  from  the  inhabitants  and  adjacent  towns, 
fo  that  Cortes  was  obliged  to  fetch  him  away  prifon- 
er,  and  indulge  them  with  the  governor  in  per- 
fon. 

The  broken  expreffions  which  the  Tlafcalans  had 
overheard,  about  cutting  away  the  bridges,  and  ruin¬ 
ing  the  caufeways,  had  made  a  deep  impreffion  up¬ 
on  the  mind  of  the  general,  and  infpired  him  with 
the  defign  of  making  himfelf  mailer  of  the  lake, 
by  means  of  two  brigantines  to  be  built  of  the  wrecks 
of  the  fhips  which  had  been  bored. 

Fraught  with  this  idea,  he  excited  the  curiofity 
of  Motezuma,  by  defcribing  the  nature  of  failing 
by  the  wind,  which  was  utterly  unknown  to  the 
Mexicans,  and  obtained  his  permiffion  to  build  two 
vefTels  on  the  lake  for  his  majeffy’s  amufemerit,  and 
the  inftrudtion  of  his  fubjedfs.  Accordingly  the 
nails,  cordage,  canvas,  and  other  tackle  belonging 
to  the  Spanifh  fhips  were  brought  from  Vera  Cruz, 
and  fome  builders,  who  had  lifted  as  foldiers,  were 
fet  at  work  ;  together  with  the  carpenters  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  who  followed  the  direction  of  Cortes  and  his 
artifts ;  fo  that  in  a  few  days  the  brigantines  were 
finifhed,  and  Motezuma  refolved  to  embark  in  per- 
fon  with  the  Spaniards,  that  he  might  have  the  near¬ 
er  view  of  this  ftrange  navigation.  Great  prepara¬ 
tions  were  made  for  this  exhibition. 

A  vaft:  number  of  canoes,  belonging  to  the  em¬ 
peror  and  others,  were  finely  decorated  and  man¬ 
ned  with  the  moft  expert  rowers ;  and  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  could  not  believe  but  that  they  fhould  triumph 
in  the  trial  ;  but  no  fooner  did  the  breeze  fpring 
up,  than  the  brigantines  unfurled  their  fails,  and 
began  to  move  with  fuch  celerity,  as  foon  left  all 
the  canoes  at  a  great  d'iftance  behind,  to  the  inex~ 
preftible  amazement  of  the  Indians,  who  could  not 
*  C  6  ccmpre- 
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comprehend  the  European  manner  of  fleering  and 
working  fuch  floating  houfes,  but  fairly  owned  this 
was  an  art  beyond  their  capacity,  and  firmly  believ¬ 
ed,  that  by  means  of  thefe  wonderful  machines,  the 
Chriftians  could  command  the  elements  of  wind 
and  water.  As  for  Motezuma,  his  aftonifhment 
was  mingled  with  rapture,  and  he  beheld  the  vic¬ 
tory  of  the  Spaniards  with  all  the  delight  of  a  warm 
partizan,  altho’  it  was  obtained  over  his  own  lub- 

became  every  day  more  and  more  attached 
to  Cortes,  who  having  gained  this  important  point 
of  the  brigantines,  took  all  opportunities  of  for¬ 
warding  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  alliance  which 
he  had  projedled  between  Mexico  and  Spain,  and 
informed  himfelf,  without  incurring  the  leaft  fufpi- 
cion,  of  the  extent,  power,  riches  and  produce  of 
*  this  Indian  empire  :  nay,  Motezuma  himfelf  took 
pains  to  make  him  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
fituation  of  his  country  :  he  ordered  his  painters  tQ- 
draw  an  exadl  reprefentation  of  all  his  territories, 
together  with  all  the  bays,  harbours  and  creeks  up¬ 
on  the  coal!,  and  even  permitted  fome  Spaniards  to 
go  and  examine  the  moft  celebrated  mines,  and  take 
a  more  accurate  furvey  of  the  country.  The  ge¬ 
neral^  pretence  for  making  thofe  minute  inquiries 
was,  that  he  might  be  able  to  give  his  own  fove- 
reign  a  more  adequate  idea  of  the  grandeur  and 
power  of  his  new  ally  ;  and  perhaps  the  Indian  em¬ 
peror  gratified  his  defire  from  vanity  and  oftenta- 
tion. 

Some  Spanifh  hiftorians  pretend,  that  even  at  this 
juncture,  when  fuch  harmony  ought  to  have  pre¬ 
vailed  between  the  Chriftians  and  Motezuma,  the 
foldiers  of  Cortes  refolved  to  overthrow  all  the  idols 
of  Mexico,  and  convert  the  principal  temple  into 
a  church;  that  the  priefts  took  up  arms,  and  the 
whole  city  rofe  in  defence  of  their  gods ;  that,  after 

.  a 
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a  long  conteft,  which  was  maintained  without  blood- 
Ihed,  the  Mexicans  agreed  that  a  part  of  the  temple 
fhould  be  converted  into  a  Chriftian  chapel,  where 
an  altar  was  eredled,  together  with  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  and  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  mafs 
was  fung  with  great  folemnity  :  that  the  priefts  of 
the  idols  took  great  pains  to  clean  and  adorn  this 
chapel,  until  the  Mexicans  mutinying  for  want  of 
rain,  they  came  to  Cortes  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
complaining  that  their  gods  had  refufed  to  fend  them 
refrelhing  rain,  becaufe  ftrange  deities  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  their  temples  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  ap- 
peafe  this  diforder,  the  general  promifed  that  they 
fhould  have  a  plentiful  fhower,  which  actually  fell 
in  a  few  hours,  to  the  unfpeakable  admiration  of 
Motezuma  and  his  fubjedts.  But,  it  is  not  at  all 
probable  that  Cortes,  confidering  his  prefent  pre¬ 
carious  fituation,  would  permit  his  foldiers  to  en¬ 
gage  in  an  enterprize  which  could  not  fail  to  exaf- 
perate  the  minds  of  the  Indians  beyond  a  poffibili- 
ty  of  accommodation  :  and  as  for  the  miracle,  eve¬ 
ry  fenhble  reader  will  regard  it  as  an  idle  tale  of  ig¬ 
norant  fuperftition. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  progrefs  the  Spanifh 
general  had  made  in  the  favour  of  Motezuma,  and 
efteem  of  the  Mexicans,  he  was  now  expcfed  to  a 
danger  which  had  well  nigh  compleated  his  ruin. 
This  was  a  confpiracy  formed  againft  him  by  the 
emperor’s  own  nephew  Cacumazin,  king  of  Te- 
zeuco,  and  firffc  elector  of  the  empire.  He  was  a 
young  man  of  great  vivacity,  art  and  ambition, 
who,  under  pretence  of  fetting  Motezuma  at  liber¬ 
ty,  harboured  defigns  upon  the  the  throne  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  either  by  bringing  about  an  immediate  revolu¬ 
tion,  or  by  fecuring  the  popular  favour  at  the  next 
election  when  the  throne  fhould  become  vacant. 
With  thefe  views,  he  took  all  private  opportunities 
of  depreciating  the  condudf,  and  difplaying  the  pu- 

fillanimity. 
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fillanimity,  of  his  uncle,  who  tamely  fubmitted  to 
the  tyranny  of  a  few  infolent  ftrangers  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  endeavoured  to  vilify  Cortes  and  his  Spa¬ 
niards,  as  an  handful  of  robbers,  whofe  reputation 
was  not  built  upon  their  courage  and  valour,  but 
on  the  cowardice  of  thofe  who  were  afraid  to  op- 
pofe  their  arms.  He  enlarged  upon  their  prefump- 
tion,  in  countenancing  rebels  and  enemies,  whom 
they  had  introduced  into  the  bofom  of  their  city,  to 
the  indelible  reproach  of  the  Mexican  name ;  in¬ 
veighed  againd  the  audacious  behaviour  of  Cortes,, 
who  had  adled  as  fupreme  magidrate  in  the  midd 
of  Mexico,  and  even  put  an  Indian  general  to  death 
by  a  moil  ignominious  execution  ;  and  ladly,  he 
reminded  them  of  the  fhameful  date  of  captivity  in 
which  they  detained  the  emperor,  to  the  eternal  dis¬ 
grace  of  all  his  nobles  and  people.  By  fuch  insinua¬ 
tions  he  inflamed  the  minds  of  fome  of  the  firft 
noblemen  of  the  empire  ;  and,  at  a  private  abe no¬ 
bly,  at  which  were  prefent  the  kings  of  Cuyocan, 
Iztapalapa,  Matalcingo,  and  many  other  powerful 
caciques,  he  explained  their  grievances  in  a  pathe¬ 
tic  harangue,  and  propofed  that  they  ihould  take 
arms  and  fuddenly  attack  the  Spaniards  in  their  quar¬ 
ters.  The  king  of  Matalcingo,  who  was  alfo  Mo- 
tezuma’s  nephew,  and  plainly  perceived  the  drift  of 
Cacumazin,  which  interfered  with  his  own  preten- 
fions,  oppofed  the  execution  of  this  Scheme,  until 
they  fliould  have  fir  ft  taken  fome  Steps  to  Secure  the 
emperor’s  perfon,  which  muft  be  in  the  mod  im¬ 
minent  danger  from  fuch  an  attack :  and,  finding 
his  expedient  rejected  by  the  afTemblyas  an  imprac¬ 
ticable  propofal,  he  is  thought  to  have  made  Mo- 
tezuma  acquainted  with  the  confpiracy,  altho’  he 
feemingly  adled  in  concert  with  the  council,  which 
broke  up  after  they  had  concerted  the  enterprife,  ap¬ 
pointed  the  day,  and  recommended  to  each  other 
the  mod  inviolable  fecrecy.  This  plot  was  no  Soon¬ 
er 
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er  intimated  to  Motezuma,  than  he  went  to  com¬ 
municate  the  particulars  to  Cortes,  who,  by  means 
of  his  fpies,  was  already  informed  of  the  whole. 
However,  he  thanked  the  emperor  for  this  proof  of 
his  integrity  and  concern,  and  defired  his  permifli- 
on  to  march  out  with  his  Spaniards,  and  chaftife 
the  feditious  Cacumazin.  Motezuma  argued  again  ft 
this  propofal,  as  a  ftep  which  would  not  only  dis¬ 
credit  his  authority,  but  alfo,  in  all  likelihood,  pro¬ 
duce  fome  new  breach  between  the  Chriftians  and 
his  people  :  he  therefore  begged  the  general  would 
leave  the  punifhment  of  the  delinquent  to  his  care, 
and  in  a  little  time  took  fuch  meafures  in  private, 
that  his  rebellious  nephew  was  feized  at  his  own 
houfe,  and  brought  prifoner  to  Mexico,  where  he 
was  clofely  confined  as  a  criminal  under  fentence 
of  death.  Yet  he  was  not  treated  in  this  manner, 
until  after  he  had  publicly  difobeyed  the  orders  of 
his  fovereign,  and  reviled  Cortes  in  the  moft  info- 
lent  and  contemptuous  manner.  At  this  very  pe¬ 
riod  there  was  a  brother  of  Cacumazin  at  Mexico, 
a  youth  of  great  courage  and  expectation,  who  had 
a  few  days  before  narrowly  efcaped  a  fnare  which 
his  brother  had  laid  for  his  life,  in  confequence  of 
fome  domeftic  jealoufies.  Motezuma  had  taken 
this  young  prince  into  his  protection,  and  even  enT 
rolled  him  in  his  own  family  :  and  Cortes  taking 
the  advantage  of  thefe  circumftances,  diftuaded  the 
emperor  from  putting  a  prince  of  the  blood  to  death 
by  a  public  execution ;  but  counfelied  him  to  deprive 
Cacumazin  of  his  rank  and  dominions,  and  give 
them  to  his  brother,  who  fo  well  deferved  that  mark 
of  his  indulgence;  by  which  means  the  traitor  would 
be  fufficiently  puniflied,  and  the  kingdom  of  Te- 
zeuco,  together  with  the  dignity  of  firft  eledfor,  de¬ 
volve  to  the  perfon  who  had  the  right  of  fuccef- 
fion. 


Motezuma 
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Motezuma  was  highly  pleafed  with  this  advice, 
which  he  immediately  communicated  to  the  nobles 
of  his  council,  who  applauded  it  as  equally  juft  and 
merciful  ;  and,  by  a  royal  decree,  Cacumazin  was 
difpoftefled  of  all  his  honours,  dignities,  and  domi¬ 
nions,  which  were  conferred  upon  his  brother,  to 
the  fatisfabtion  of  all  the  grandees,  and  the  unfpeak- 
able  pleafure  of  the  vaflals  of  the  family,  with  whom 
the  young  prince  was  a  great  favourite.  When  the 
emperor  bellowed  the  inveftiture,  with  the  ceremo¬ 
nies  peculiar  to  the  country,  he  made  a  pathetic 
fpeech  to  the  young  king,  recommending  to  him 
the  exercife  of  juftice  and  benevolence,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  his  good  for¬ 
tune  was  entirely  owing  to  the  advice  of  the  Spanilh 
general. 

This  manner  of  chaftifing  without  bloodlhed, 
was  applauded  through  the  whole  empire,  and  a  (bri¬ 
bed  to  the  fuperior  judgment  and  virtue  of  the  Chri- 
ftians,  which  operated  fo  ftrongly  on  the  reft  of  the 
confpirators,  that  they  difperfed  their  troops,  and 
had  recourfe  to  the  clemency  of  the  king,  whole 
pardon  they  obtained  through  the  interceftion  of 
Cortes :  fo  that  his  reputation  was  greatly  raifed  by 
the  very  means  which  had  been  ufed  to  effebfc  his 
ruin. 


C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Motezuma  makes  a  voluntary  offer  of  becoming  tribu¬ 
tary  to  Spain ,  to  which  he  gains  the  confent  of  the 
fates ;  and  confirms  it  by  profufe  prefents;  which 
Cortes  judicioufly  difpofes  of :  after  which  Motezuma 
infifts  upon  his  evacuating  Mexico ,  and  Cortes  takes 
proper  meafures  to  preferve  his  footing ;  but  fears 
frejh  troubles  from  Velafquez  ;  who  fends  fever al 
Jhips  to  oppoje  him . 

ALTHOUGH  Motezuma  was  pleafed  to  fee 
this  ftorm  blown  over  fo  quietly,  certain  re- 
fledfions  rankled  at  his  heart,  and  continually  dif- 

Ea#  r«  ETp  not  Mfl  t  Gl*  ~ 

ing  what  he  had  been,  and  confidering  his  prefent 
fituation  ;  and  thefe  fentiments  filled  him  with  grief 
and  mortification.  At  length,  he  fummoned  all  his 
fortitude  and  recolle&ion,  and  refolved  to  free  him- 
felf  of  that  odious  reftraint  under  which  he  had  lan- 
guifhed  fo  long.  Adluated  by  this  motive,  he  took 
a  proper  opportunity  to  tell  Cortes,  that  now  he  in- 
tended  to  make  a  voluntary  acknowledgment  of  that 
vafTalage  which  he  owed  to  the  king  of  Spain  as 
fuccefTor  of  Quezalcoal,  in  a  general  aftembly  of 
his  nobles,  to  be  convoked  for  that  purpofe;  and, 
as  a  mark  of  that  vafTalage,  fettle  a  contribution,  in 
which  he  himfelf  would  take  the  lead,  by  prefent- 
ing  the  mo  ft  valuable  jewels  of  his  treafury  to  Don 
Carlos;  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  all  his  caciques 
would  follow  his  example,  in  contributing  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  abilities. 

Cortes,  who  did  not  perceive  his  whole  aim, 
thanked  him  for  his  liberality,  without  feeming  to 
be  furprized  at  his  propofal,  and  inwardly  rejoiced 
at  the  profpedt  of  being  able  to  give  his  fovereign* 
fuch  important  earneft  of  the  wealth  he  fhould  one 

day 
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day  reap  from  this  acquifition  in  point  of  fuperio- 
rity  :  for,  he  was  now  to  be  declared  lord  para¬ 
mount  of  the  Mexican  empire;  and  Hernan,  far 
from  having  any  intention  to  depart,  thought  he 
could  eafily  keep  the  footing  he  had  obtained  in 
Mexico,  until  he  fhould  receive  orders  from  Spain. 

Motezuma  entertained  very  different  fentiments ; 
he  concluded,  that  Cortes  could  have  no  pretext 
for  flaying,  after  he  fhould  have  obtained  more 
than  he  could  reafonably  expedl  ;  and  with  that  no¬ 
tion,  difpatched  couriers  to  convene  all  the  ca¬ 
ciques  of  his  empire,  according  to  the  cuftom  prac- 
tffed  in  all  cafes  of  emergency.  They  accordingly 
aliembled  with  equal  fplendour  and  expedition,  and 
the  council  was  held  in  the  king’s  apartments,  in 

of  cst-id  In  Id  rnpfo  ipj?  umli 

their  interpreters.  Here  Motezuma  uttered  a  flu- 
died  harangue,  wherein,  after  having  reminded 
them  of  the  obligations  they  owed  him  as  their  fo- 
vereign  and  benefactor,  and  affured  them  he  had 
confulted  and  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  gods, 
touching  the  caufe  of  their  meeting,  he  repeated 
the  ilory  and  prophecy  of  Quezalcoal,  declared 
the  king  of  Spain  was  the  defcendant  and  fucceffor 
of  that  mighty  prince,  confequently  the  rightful 
lord  proprietor  of  the  Mexican  empire,  to  whom 
he  and  all  of  them  were  bound  in  duty  to  yield 
obedience  and  acknowledgment;  as  a  mark  of 
which,  he  had  felecled  the  moft  precious  jewels  of  his 
treafury,  for  an  offering  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
he  did  not  doubt  that  they  would  follow  his  example 
in  dedicating  fome  part  of  their  riches  to  the  fame 
ufe. 

This  difcourfe  he  did  not  pronounce  without  in¬ 
terruption.  He  could  not  help  fighing  from  time 
to  time,  and  when  he  owned  himfelf  vaffal  to 
.another  prince,  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks, 
and  he  could  not  proceed  ;  until  Cortes  rifing,  de- 
7  dared 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.-  43 

dared  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  his  fovereign 
to  difpoffefs  Motezuma,  or  make  the  leaft  innova¬ 
tion  in  his  government;  but  aii  he  defired  was, 
that  they  would  fettle  his  right  to  the  fucceftion,  in 
favour  of  his  defendants.  An  explanation  which 
encouraged- Motezuma, who  refumed  his  tranquillity, 
and  diftmcftly  nnifhed  his  harangue.  The  aflembly 
.were  aftoniined  and  confounded  at  the  propofal, 
which  feemed  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  and 
known  character  of  their  emperor:  they  conhdered 
h  as  tne  efFecI  of  compulfion,  they  groaned  bitterly, 
and  gave  other  marks  of  anxiety  and  difturbance, 
and  looked  at  each  other  in  the  moil  emphatic 
iilence:  until  his  prime  minifter,  who  knew  his 
prince’s  difpofition,  took  upon  him  to  anfwer  -in 
tne  name  of  the  reft  ;  afiuring  him,  that  as  all  the 
nobles  refpe&ed  him  as  their  natural  lord  and  fove- 
reign,  they  fhould  readily  obey  whatever  his  ma- 
jefty  fhould  think  proper  to  propofe,  and  follow  his 
example  in  every  thing  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power.  7  he  whole  council  fignihed  their  aftent 
to  this  declaration;  and  Cortes,  by  the  mouth  of 
his  interpreter,  made  an  artful  fpeech,  in  which  he 
gave  thanks  to  Motezuma  and  all  prefent,  for  this 
demonftration  of  their  refpedf,  which  he  accepted 
in  the  name  of  his  king,  without  feeming  to  think 
it  ft  range  that  they  complied  with  their  obliga¬ 
tions;  but,  rather  as  one  who  receives  a  juft  debt, 
<md  is  pleafed  with  his  debtor’s  punctuality. 

Perhaps  Motezuma’s  whole  aim  in  this  tranfafti- 
on,  was  to  forward  the  departure  of  his  guefts, 
without  any  intention  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  this 
fuDmiftion  for  the  future.  Be  this  as  it  will,  from 
that  dav,  Charles  V ,  was  acknowledged  and  be¬ 
lieved  by  the  people  to  be  the  lawful  and  hereditary 
lord  of  the  Mexican  empire;  and  their  homage 
was  authenticated  by  a  public  inftrument,  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  0 

Motezuma 
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Motezuma  having  tran failed  this  affair  to  his 
liking,  refolved  to  lofe  no  time  in  retrieving  that 
liberty  and  independence,  for  which  he  had  fo  long 
fiighed  in  fecret.  He  forthwith  delivered  to  Cortes 
the  prefent  he  had  provided,  confifting  of  curiofi- 
ties  in  gold,  in  the  fhapes  of  animals,  birds,  and 
fifhes,  a  great  number  of  precious  flones,  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  called  Chalcuites ,  in  colour  like  emeralds, 
which  they  efteemed  above  all  others,  together 
with  fome  furprizing  pictures  made  of  variegated 
feathers ;  in  a  word,  the  whole  was  the  ranfom  of 
a  great  prince,  who  thinks  he  cannot  purchafe  his 
liberty  at  too  high  a  price.  The  contribution  of 
the  nobles  was  anfwerable  to  the  liberality  of  their 
monarch,  and  fuch  as  might  be  expected  from 
wealthy  chiefs,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  loy¬ 
alty  and  oftentation.  Cortes  appointed  a  receiver 
and  treafurer,  to  take  an  exa3t  account  of  what 
was  delivered,  and  in  a  few  days,  exclufive  of  jew¬ 
els,  precious  flones,  and  pieces  of  curious  work¬ 
manship,  they  had  amaffed  as  much  gold  as,  when 
melted  down,  amounted  to  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pelos  in  bars  of  a  very  good  alloy.  Out  of  this 
treafure,  one  fifth  part  was  fet  afide  for  the  king, 
and  one  fifth  of  the  remainder  for  the  ufe  of  Her- 
nan  Cortes,  and  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of 
providing  neceffaries  for  the  army.  Another  part 
was  like  wife  allotted  to  reimburfe  Diego  Velafquez 
and  Bernan’s  friends  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  who 
had  fupplied  him  with  money  for  the  voyage  ;  and 
the  reft  was  divided  among:  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
including  thofe  who  were  at  Vera  Cruz  Thofe  in 
the  fame  degree  of  rank,  had  equal  fhares  ;  but, 
among  the  private  men,  thofe  were  beft  rewarded, 
who  had  moft  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  fer- 
vice.  This  difference  produced  murmurs  and  loud 
complaints,  which,  however,  were  foon  filenced 
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by  the  liberality  of  Cortes,  who  fatisfied  the  male- 
contents  from  his  own  (hare  of  the  contribution. 

Motezuma  having  made  this  fubftantial  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  fubjecftion,  fent  for  Cortes,  and  with 
a  peremptory  air  of  unufual  feverity,  told  him, 
that  now  he  was  difpatched,  he  fhould  think  of  de¬ 
parting,  feeing  his  further  flay  would  be  juftly  at¬ 
tributed  to  finifter  motives ;  nor  could  he  any  lon¬ 
ger  fupport  him,  when  reafon  was  not  on  his  fide. 
The  nature  of  this  intimation,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  delivered  it,  was  fo  unexpected,  that  it 
was  not  till  after  fome  paufe  that  Cortes  could  re¬ 
collect  himfelf  fo  as  to  make  a  proper  reply.  He 
now,  for  the  firft  time,  perceived  the  drift  of  that 
afTembly,  which  had  been  convoked  ;  and  fufpedt- 
ing  that  Motezuma  might  have  fome  forces  privately 
afiembled,  in  order  to  back  this  propofal  which  he 
had  made  in  fuch  a  refolute  and  even  menacing 
tone,  he  privately  fent  one  of  his  captains  to  order 
his  foldiers  to  take  to  their  arms ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  excufed  himfelf  for  Teeming  embaraffed  at 
feeing  his  majefty  moved  more  than  ordinary,  af- 
furing  him,  he  was  fo  far  from  intending  to  protract 
his  departure,  that  he  had  come  on  purpofe  to  beg 
his  permiffion  to  build  fome  veffels  to  tranfport  the 
Spaniards  to  their  own  country,  as  he  well  knew 
they  had  loft  the  fhips  that  brought  them  to  the  In¬ 
dian  coaft. 

The  emperor  is  faid  to  have  provided  fifty  thou- 
fand  men  to  fupport  his  determination;  but,  cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  he  was  defirous  of  avoiding  a  rupture 
with  Cortes,  and  even  very  apprehenfive  of  the 
anfwer  he  might  receive  :  for,  he  no  fooner  heard 
this  artful  reply,  which  was  equally  fage  and  mo¬ 
derate,  than  he  embraced  him*,  with  particular 
marks  of  affe&ion  ;  and,  being  now  rid  of  his  fears, 
he  told  him  with  the  utmoft  complacency,'  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  haften  his  departure,  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  be  was  provided  for  the  voyage;  and  that  he 
fhould  be  furnifhed  with  every  thing  he  wanted, 
without  delay. 

He  accordingly  ifTued  orders  for  afTembling  all 
the  carpenters  of  the  country  to  cut  wood,  and 
work  under  the  direction  of  Cortes  and  his  people  : 
and  Hernan,  on  his  part,  affedfed  to  comply  with 
great  alacrity.  He  difpatched  his  builders  to  Vera 
Cruz,  in  order  to  collect:  the  iron-work,  rigging, 
and  fails  of  the  veffels  which  had  been  funk  ;  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  gave  private  directions  to  Martin 
Lopez,  his  mafter  builder,  to  proceed  fiowly,  and 
prolong  the  work  as  much  as  he  could,  without  in¬ 
curring  the  fufpicion  of  the  Mexicans :  for,  his 
real  defign  was  to  maintain  his  footing  at  Mexico, 
until  his  commilharies  fhould  return  from  Spain,  as 
he  expected  they  would  bring  him  a  fupply  of 
troops,  together  with  directions  for  his  future  con¬ 
duct. 

By  thefe  prudent  meafures,  he  quieted  the  minds 
of  Motezuma  and  his  fubjecfs,  for  the  prefent ;  but, 
in  a  few  davs,  he  had  occahon  to  exert  all  his  dif- 
cretion  and  magnanimity.  Intelligence  was  brought 
to  the  Indian  emperor,  that  eighteen  Blips  were 
feen  hovering  upon  the  coaft  of  Pilleca,  and  by  the 
paintings,  which  were  made  for  the  better  infor¬ 
mation  of  his  majefty,  and  certain  characters  inter¬ 
mingled  with  the  paintings,  thofe  Blips  were  fu- 
fpected  to  be  manned  with  Spaniards:  a.circum- 
ffance  that  could  not  fail  to  alarm  the  whole  em¬ 
pire,  and  revive  that  fufpicion  which  Cortes  had 
already  incurred,  and  fo  lately  difpelled.  Motezu¬ 
ma  immediately  communicated  his  intelligence  to 
the  Spanifli  general,  telling  him  that  it  would  be 
unneceflary  to  proceed  with  his  building,  feeing  he 
might  embark  in  thofe  Blips  for  his  own  country. 
Hernan,  having  furyeyed  the  paintings,  was  per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied  of  their  being  Spanifh  veffels,  and 
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fuppofing  they  were  come  from  Spain  with  a  fupply 
of  troops  and  ammunition,  anfwered  with  great 
compofure,  that  he  would  embark  immediately, 
provided  thofe  fhips  were  bound  back  to  any  of  the 
king  of  Spain’s  dominions :  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
obferved  that  he  would  not  defift  from  building, 
until  he  fhould  be  informed  of  the  particulars,  by  a 
meiTenger  from  Zempoalla,  whom  he  expe&ed 
every  moment. 

Such  a  reafonable  reply  could  not  be  difagreeable 
to  Motezuma,  who  feems  to  have  had  a  real  efteem 
and  veneration  for  Cortes,  and  to  have  dreaded 
nothing  fo  much  as  a  quarrel  with  the  Spaniards  : 
but,  Hernan  was  not  a  little  concerned,  when  in  a 
few  days  he  received  a  letter  from  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  importing,  that  thefe  fhips  belonged  to 
Diego  Velafquez,  and  contained  eight  hundred 
men,  who  were  come  to  oppofe  him  and  his  defigns 
in  Mexico.  'This  mortifying  account  was  put  into 
his  hands,  while  he  was  engaged  in  converfation 
with  Motezuma,  and  it  required  all  his  prudence 
and  refolution  to  conceal  his  emotions  from  the  ob- 
fervation  of  that  monarch.  However,  he  fucceeded 
in  his  endeavours,  the  emperor  fufpe&ed  nothing 
of  the  truth ;  Hernan  even  foftened  the  account 
among  his  own  people,  and  retired  to  his  own 
apartment,  in  order  to  deliberate  upon  this  unex¬ 
pected  event.  But,  here  a  retrofpeCI  is  necefTary, 
to  explain  the  reception  which  the  commifiaiies  of 
Cortes  found  at  the  court  of  Spain,  as  well  as  the 
caufes  that  prompted  and  enabled  Velafquez  to  equip 
fuch  an  armament  againft  him. 

Alonzo  Hernandez  Portocarrero,  and  Francifco 
de  Montejo,  who  failed  from  Vera  Cruz  with  let¬ 
ters  for  the  king,  together  with  the  fir  ft  tribute  of 
New  Spain,  touched  at  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  tho* 
contrary  to  the  orders  they  had  received,  that  Fran¬ 
cifco  de  Montejo  might  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 

his 
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his  own  home,  which  was  near  the  Havanpah,  at 
fuch  a  diftanee  from  the  government  of  Velafquez, 
that  he  thought  they  ran  no  rifque  from  his  vigil¬ 
ance  or  refentment.  This,  however,  was  a  very 
dangerous  ffep,  which  had  well  nigh  prevented 
their  voyage  to  Spain;  for,  Diego  de  Velafquez, 
apprehending  that  Cortes  would  fend  fome  of  his 
Chips  to  the  illand  of  St.  Domingo,  in  order  to  fol~ 
licit  the  fuccour  and  protection  ©f  the  religious  go¬ 
vernors,  had  ftationed  fpies  all  along  the  coaft,  to 
give  him  intelligence :  and  being,  by  thefe  means, 
made  acquainted  with  what  happened  at  the  habita¬ 
tion  of  Montejo,  he  immediately  difpatched  two 
light  veffels,  well  manned  and  armed,  with  orders 
to  take  the  Chip,  and  every  perfon  on  board  ;  and 
thefe  orders  were  executed  with  fuch  diligence,  that 
the  pilot  Alaminos  had  occafion  for  all  his  fkill  and 
good  fortune  to  efcape  the  danger  by  which  he 
was  threatened  :  for,  Montejo  no  fooner  reim- 
barked,  in  confequence  of  the  firft  notice  he  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  governor’s  defign,  than  this  bold 
mariner  ventured  to  fail  through  the  gulph  of  Flo¬ 
rida,  hitherto  unattempted,  which  was  the  only 
expedient  by  which  they  could  pofiibly  elude  the 
purfuitof  Velafquez.  After  a  profperous  voyage, 
they  arrived  at  Sevil  in  October,  tbo’  at  a  very  un¬ 
lucky  conjuncture;  for,  the  chaplain  Benito  Mar¬ 
tin,  whom  Velafquez  had  lent  to  follicit  the  corn- 
miffion  of  king’s  lieutenant,  had  obtained  hisfuit, 
and  was  now  at  Sevil,  waiting  for  a  veffel,  in 
which  he  might  return  to  Cuba,  whither  he  had 
already  fentthe  commiffion  which  he  had  procured. 
This  man  represented  Cortes  in  fuch  a  difadvan- 
tageous  light,  as  a  pyrate  who  had  clandeftinely 
carried  off  the  veffels  belonging  to  Velafquez, 
and  the  intereft  of  this  laft  was  fo  ffrong  at  Sevil, 
that  the  diredtors  of  the  trade,  in  confequence  of 
his  complaint  and  impeachment,  ordered  the  veffel 
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and  cargo  to  be  feized,  and,  as  a  confiderable  fa¬ 
vour,  permitted  the  envoys  of  Cortes  to  refort  to 
the  king  for  redrefs.  Accordingly,  the  two  cap¬ 
tains  with  Alaminos  fet  out  for  Barcelona,  where 
they  expelled  to  find  the  court ;  but,  underftanding 
his  majefty  was  at  Corunna,  where  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  his  navy  to  pafs  over  into  Flanders,  in  order 
to  accept  of  the  imperial  crown,  they  took  the 
road  of  Medellen,  where  they  vifited  Martin  Cor¬ 
tes,  who  received  them  with  equal  pleafure  and 
furprize,  when  he  underftood  the  glory  and  fuccefs 
of  his  fon,  whofe  death  he  had  long  deplored  ;  and 
they  perfuaded  this  venerable  old  gentleman  to  ac¬ 
company  them  to  the  emperor,  in  hope  that  his 
character  and  grey  hairs  would  give  a  fan  did  on  to 
their  foliicitations.  It  was  their  good  fortune  to 
overtake  the  court  at  Tordefillas,  juft  as  the  pre- 
fents  from  Cortes  and  the  Indians  of  the  new  con* 
queft  arrived  from  Sevil ;  for,  thefe  the  directors 
durft  not  detain,  becaufe  they  were  upon  the  em¬ 
peror’s  own  account.  They  met  with  a  very  gra¬ 
cious  reception  from  Charles,  who  exprefted  his  fa- 
tisfadlion  and  aftonifhment  at  their  account  of  this 
new  difcovered  world,  and,  in  feveral  conferences 
with  the  deputies,  minutely  inquired  into  every 
particular  of  the  conqueft,  while  the  Indians  and 
prefents  before  his  eyes  gave  as  it  were  a  fanclion 
and  credit  to  the  wonderful  circumftances  which 
they  related.  But,  as  his  majefty  was  then  on  the 
brink  of  his  departure  for  Germany,  he  referred 
the  letters  and  foliicitations  of  Cortes,  to  cardinal 
Adrian  and  the  council,  to  which  he  had  committed 
the  adm’.niftration  of  affairs  during  his  own  ab- 
fcence;  defiring  they  would  take  fome  method  for 
qualifying  matters,  fo  as  to  do  juftice  to  the  prcten- 
fions  of  Velafquez,  and  at  the  fame  time  encourage 
the  conqueror  of  Mexico,  who  had  hitherto  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  fuch  uncommon  fpirit,  and  fuccefs. 
Vol.  II.  D  The 
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The  preficlent  of  this  counci],  was  Juan  Ro« 
driquez  de  Fonfeca,  bilhop  of  Burgos,  who  greatly 
favoured  Velafquez,  and  reprefented  Cortes  as  a 
rebel  and  feditious  perfon,  upon  whom  they  could 
have  no  dependance  ;  however,  they  did  not  think 
It  was  convenient  to  give  him  immediate  caufe  of 
difcontent,  nor  would  they  fend  him  any  part  of 
the  fupplies  he  fo  earneftly  demanded  ;  fo  that  all 
his  deputies  obtained  was  a  fmall  Chare  of  the  car¬ 
go  they  had  brought  for  their  fubfiftence,  and  they 
were  obliged,  for  two  whole  years,  to  dance  at¬ 
tendance  at  court,  like  unregarded  projeddors. 

Mean  while,  Diego  Velafquez  received  his  com- 
million  of  king's  lieutenant,  not  only  of  Cuba, 
but  likewife  of  all  the  lands  which  ihoufd  be  dis¬ 
covered  and  conquered  through  his  means.  This 
title,  together  with  affurances  of  protedlion  from 
the  hi  (hop  of  Burgos,  prefident  of  the  Indies,  at 
once  gratified  his  ambition  and  refentment ;  he  re- 
folved  to  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  glory  of  con¬ 
quering  Mexico,  and  to  punifh  Cortes  as  a  rebel 
and  deferter.  With  thefe  views,  he  exerted  all  his 
Influence,  and  expended  the  greateft  part  of  his 
fortune  in  equipping  an  armament,  confiffing  of 
eight  hundred  Spanifh  infantry,  eighty  hqrfe, 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  and  great  ftore  of  pro- 
vifion,  arms  and  ammunition.  The  command  of 
the  expedition  he  beftowed  upon  Pamphilo  dek 
Narvaez,  native  of  Valladolid,  a  man  of  diftinc- 
tion  and  capacity,  but  of  a  violent  temper,  vain, 
haughty,  and  bigotted  to  his  own  opinions:  and 
this  gentleman,  with  the  title  of  Diego’s  lieutenant, 
had  private  inftrudtions  to  do  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  apprehend  Cories,  and  fend  him  over  to  Cuba 
in  irons,  together  with  his  chief  officers,  provided 
they  fhould  refufe  to  abandon  his  intereft  ;  and  to 
take  poffieffion,  in  the  name  of  Velafquez,  of  all 
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that  had  been  conquered,  becaufe  it  was  within  his 
diftridt,  as  the  king’s  lieutenant. 

CHAP.  XXL 

*The  monk  of  St .  Gercnimo  vainly  endeavours  to 
make  Velafquez  abandon  his  project,  and  have  re- 
courfe  to  policy ,  when  elocution  fails  5  Velafquez’ $ 
agents  have  very  badfuccejs  at  Vera  Cruz,  being 
oppofed  by  the  governor  ;  Cortes  finds  himfelf  in  the 
mojl  perplexing  circumfiances,  but  diffembles  his 
concern ,  and  alls  with  great  precaution,  while  his 
opponents  behave  in  a  very  indifferent  manner . 

TH  E  monks  of  St.  Geronimo,  who  prefided 
over  the  royal  audience  at  St.  Domingo,  and 
whofe  jurifdidlion  extended  over  the  other  Iflands, 
being  informed  of  thefe  preparations,  and  forefee- 
ing  the  bad  confequences  which  might  attend  fuch 
a  competition,  fent  the  licentiate  Lucas  Vafques 
de  Ayllon,  to  diffuade  Diego  from  his  enterprise  ; 
and,  in  cafe  other  arguments  fhould  prove  ineffe£lua]5 
to  command  him,  upon  great  penalties,  to  difarm 
his  people,  unrig  bis  fleet,  and  defift.  from  an  un- 
dertaking  which  might  difturb  or  impede  the  mea- 
fures  of  Hern  an  Cortes. 

This  minifter  arrived  in  the  iiland  of  Cuba, 
where  he  found  the  fleet,  confiding  of  feventeen 
fhips,  well  manned  and  juft  ready  to  fail ;  and 
ufed  all  his  influence  and  elocution,  to  divert  Ve¬ 
lafquez  from  his  purpofe.  He  expatiated  upon  the 
danger  to  which  his  people  might  be  expofed,  in 
cafe  Cortes  fhould  ft  and  upon  the  defenfive,  and 
A  avail  himfelf  of  the  allies  whom  he  had  made 
i  among  the  natives :  he  reprefented  the  mifchief  that 
might  enfue  to  the  interefl:  of  Spain,  fhould  the 
Indians  perceive  a  civil  war  among  their  conque¬ 
rors  :  and  exhorted  to  leave  his  complaints  to  the 
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determination  of  the  royal  chamber,  which  would 
not  fail  to  do  him  juftice  in  redrelling  the  wrongs  he 
had  fuftained. 

But,  finding  Velafquez  deaf  to  all  remonflran- 
ces,  and  elevated  to  a  degree  of  infolence  and 
pride  by  the  title  which  he  had  acquired,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  judicial  part  of  his  commiflion,  and 
caufed  his  orders  and  protefl:  to  be  notified  by  a 
fcrivener,  whom  he  had  brought  along  with  him 
for  that  purpofe.  Although  he  was  treated  with 
contempt  and  indecency  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  he  diiTembled  his  refentment,  and,  pretending 
to  be  reconciled  to  a  defign  he  could  not  prevent, 
exprefled  a  defire  of  accompanying  the  expedition, 
in  order  to  gratify  his  own  private  curiofity. 

This  requeft  was  immediately  granted  by  Diego, 
who  was  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  keeping  the 
fathers  of  St.  Domingo  the  longer  in  ignorance  of 
his  motions ;  and  the  licentiate  embarked,  in  hope 
of  being  able,  when  at  a  di fiance  from  Velafquez, 
to  adt  as  mediator  between  Narvaez  and  Hernan 
Cortes,  and  prevent  the  bad  confequences  of  Die¬ 
go’s  refentment.  With  the  fame  view,  Andres  de 
Duero,  that  fecretary  of  Velafquez  who  had  be¬ 
friended  Cortes  fo  much  in  the  beginning  of  his 
fortune,  likewife  engaged  in  the  expedition  ;  and 
the  fleet,  failing  with  a  favourable  wind,  foon  an¬ 
chored  in  the  port  of  Ulua.  Here  Pamphilo  de 
Narvaez  fent  afhore  fome  foldiers  for  intelligence, 
and  in  a  little  time  they  returned  with  two  or  three 
Spaniards,  whom  they  had  found  ftraggling  about 
the  place.  From  thefe  he  received  information  of 
every  thing  which  had  happened  at  Vera  Cruz  and 
Mexico,  tho’,  either  with  defign  to  flatter  Narvaez, 
or  in  order  to  gratify  their  own  malice,  they  afFedled 
to  lefien  the  fuccefs,  and  difcredit  the  operations  of 
Cortes. 
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In  confequence  of  this  intelligence,  Pamphilo 
refolved  to  treat  with  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  about 
the  furrendry  of  the  fortrefs  which  was  under  his 
command,  and  forthwith  fent  a  clergyman,  called 
Juan  Ruis  de  Guevara,  attended  by  three  foldiers 
and  a  public  notary,  to  fignify  his  demand,  and 
perfuade  Sandoval  to  join  the  army  with  his  gar- 
rifon.  Gonzalo,  who,  by  his  centinels,  had  been 
informed  of  their  coming,  and  was  prepared  for 
their  reception,  recolledled  all  his  temper,  which 
was  fcarce  fufficient  to  reftrain  him  within  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  when  Guevara  explained 
his  meffage,  and  gave  him  to  underhand,  that 
Narvaez  was  come  to  fend  Cortes  in  chains  to 
Cuba.  He  anfwered,  with  great  warmth,  he  could 
not  perfuade  himfelf,  that  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez, 
whom  he  believed  to  be  a  good  fubjecft,  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  interrupt  Cortes  in  a  conqueft  that  would 
redound  fo  much  to  the  advantage  of  Spain,  but 
rather  join  him  with  all  his  forces,  in  bringing  fuch 
a  noble  fcheme  to  perfection  :  however,  if  he  was 
actually  determined  to  offer  violence  to  Pier  nan,  he 
might  be  affured,  that  the  garrifon  of  VeraCruz 
would  oppofe  him  with  all  their  power.  , 

The  prieft,  who  was  a  paffionate  man,  being 
equally  aftonifhed  and  incenfed  at  this  unexpected 
repulfe,  broke  out  into  injurious  language  and 
threats  againft  Hernan  Cortes  and  all  his  adherents, 
whom  he  upbraided  as  felons  and  traitors  ;  and 
commanded  the  notary  to  do  his  office,  in  publifhing 
that  all  the  Spaniards  in  Vera  Cruz  fnould  pay 
obedience  to  Narvaez,  on  pain  of  death. 

Sandoval  having  attempted  in  vain  to  perfuade 
this  indifereet  ecclefiaftic,  that  fuch  violence  was 
equally  unjuft  and  unfeemly  in  a  perfon  of  his  pro- 
feffion,  at  length  affirmed  a  peremptory  air,  and 
told  the  notary,  he  would  caufe  him  to  be  hanged 
,  immediately,  (hould  he  prefume  to  publilh  any  or- 
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ders  that  did  not  come  from  the  king.  Nay,  he 
caufed  the  prieil  and  his  attendants  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  and  fent  to  Cortes;  whom  he  previoufly  in¬ 
formed  of  the  heps  he  had  taken  ;  then  he  fu mi¬ 
nion  ed  his  Indian  allies  to  his  afliftance,  in  cafe  he 
fhould  be  attacked,  put  his  fortrefs  in  order,  and 
made  all  the  neceffary  difpofitions  for  fuftaining  a 
fiege,  like  an  able  and  vigilant  commander. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  Hernan  Cortes  could 
receive  the  account  of  thefe  tranfadiions  without 
concern.  He  was  indeed  agitated  with  the  moft 
violent  emotions  of  anxiety,  when  he  refledfed 
upon  the  dangerous  fituation  in  which  he  flood  be¬ 
tween  the  Mexicans  and  Narvaez,  who  were 
equally  his  enemies  ;  and,  although  he  imparted  his 
fentiments  and  apprehenfions  to  his  own  confidants, 
whofe  advice  he  confulted  in  all  emergencies,  he 
wore  an  air  of  tranquillity,  in  prefence  of  Mote- 
zuma,  telling  him,  that  thofe  newly  arrived  were 
indeed  vaffals  to  the  king  his  matter,  and  had 
brought  a  fecond  embafly  to  fupport  the  propoiiti- 
ons  he  had  already  made  ;  that  they  had  brought  an 
army  along  with  them,  according  to  the  cuttom  of 
their  country  ;  but,  that  he  would  difpofe  them  to 
return,  and  even  go  along  with  them,  feeing  his 
majetty’s  generofity  had  left  nothing  for  him  or  the 
new  comers  to  defire. 

Nor  did  Cortes  confine  himfelf  to  deliberations 
only,  he  refolved,  if  poffibie,  to  ettedt  a  reconcili¬ 
ation  with  Narvaez  ;  but,  in  cafe  he  fhould  prove 
refraflory,  he  made  provifton  for  a  rupture,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  wonted  diligence  and  forefight.  He 
fent  a  mefTage  to  his  friends  the  Tlafcalans,  defiring 
'they  would  attemble  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  men 
,  for  an  enterprize,  in  which  he  might  poffibly  want 
their  attittance  ;  and  he  gave  private  inttrudrions  to 
three  or  four  Spanifh  foldiers,  who  were  permitted 
to  vifxt .  the  mines  of  Chinantla,  to  periuade  the 
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caciques  of  that  country  to  levy  two  thotifand  fob 
diers  for  his  fervice  ;  as  they  were  a  warlike  people, 
enemies  to  the  Mexicans,  and  had  already  fent  pri¬ 
vate  offers  of  friendiliip  and  obedience  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  At  the  fame  time,  he  purehafed  of  them 
three  hundred  lances  made  of  a  very  tough  wood, 
and  much  longer  than  thofe  ufed  by  his  own  people, 
thefe  were  armed  with  points  of  tempered  copper,, 
inftead  of  iron,  and  diftributed  among  his  foldiers, 
as  a  fafeguard  from  the  horfe  of  Narvaez,  which 
cave  him  no  fmall  uneafinefs.  Mean  while,  Pedro 
de  Solis  arrived  from  V era  Cruz,  with  the  prifoners 
fent  by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  who  had  been  car- 
ried  in  chajrs  on  the  (boulders  of  Indians  ;  and  Cor¬ 
tes,  having  been  apprized  of  their  coming,  went 
out  to  receive  them  with  more  than  ordinary  at¬ 
tendance.  He  immediately  ordered  their  fetters  to. 
be  taken  off,  and  embraced  them  with  great  hofpi- 
tality,  paying  particular  civilities  to  the  licentiate 
Guevara,  to  whom  he  faid,  he  would  chaffife 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  for  the  little  regard  he  had 

o 

fhewn  to  his  perfon  and  dignity.  Nay,  he  con¬ 
duced  him  to  his  own  apartment,  complimented 
him  with  a  place  at  his  table,  and  intimated  more 
than  once  the  greateft  fatisfaCion  at  the  arrival  of 
Narvaez,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  lived  in  the 
mo  ft  intimate  friendiliip.  He  made  him  a  witnefs 
of  the  favours  he  received  from  Motezuma,  and 
the  profound  refpeC  with  which  he  was  treated  by 
the  Mexican  princes:  he  prefented  him  with  fome 
jewels  of  value,  which  greatly  allayed  the  violence 
of  his  temper;  his  companions  tailed  largely -of 
his  bounty  ;  and,  without  dropping  the  leaft  hint  of 
his  being  defirous  that  they  would  employ  their  good 
offices  with  Narvaez  towards  an  accommodation, 
he  in  four  days  difpatched  them,  fully  perfuaded  by 
his  reafons  and  liberality,  and  warmly  engaged  in 
his  iiiterefh 
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Having  difmifled  them  in  this  courteous  manned, 
and  allowed  fufficient  time  for  his  wife  and  politic 
behaviour  to  produce  the  defired  effedf,  he  fent 
friar  Bartholome  de  Olmedo  with  letters  for 
Narvaez,  the  licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez  de  Ayllon, 
and  the  fecretarv  Andres  de  Duero ;  and  this  en- 
voy  was  provided  with  jewels,  which  he  had  orders 
to  diftribute  according  to  his  own  fagacity  and  pe¬ 
netration.  j 

In  his  letter  to  Narvaez,  afrer  having  bid  him 
welcome  to  the  American  coaft,  he  gave  him  an 
account  of  the  conqueft,  defcribed  the  warlike  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  Indians,  together  with  the  power  and 
grandeur  of  Motezuma ;  enlarged  upon  the  bad 
confequences  which  would  infallibly  attend  any  mif- 
underflanding  among  the  Spaniards ;  reminded  him 
of  his  duty  to  the  king,  and  the  friendfhip  which 
had  formerly  fubfifted  between  them  j  defired  to 
know  his  orders,  which,  if  they  were  from  his 
majefly,  he  would  immediately  obey,  even  tho* 
they  fhould  command  him  to  refign  his  army,  and 
defift  from  the  enterprize  in  which  he  had  fo  far 
fucceeded.  But,  if  he  (Narvaez)  added  only  by 
virtue  of  a  commiffion  from  Vrelafquez,  he  would 
do  well  to  confider  what  mifchief  might  accrue  to 
the  interefls  of  his  king  and  country,  from  profe- 
cuting  the  unjuft  refentment  of'  that  governor, 
whom  he  was  refolved  not  only  to  indemnify  for 
the  expence  of  equipping  the  fleet  and  armament 
with  which  he  had  arrived,  but  alfo  to  gratify 
with  a  fhare  of  the  glory  and  advantage  of  his 
fuccefs :  and,  laftly,  he  gave  Narvaez  to  under- 
Hand,  that  he  did  not  ufe  arguments  becaufe  he 
wanted  {Length  ;  for,  he  knew  as  well  how  to 
maintain  his  omi  rights,  as  to  propofe  an  equitable 
accommodation. 

Pamphilo  de  Narvaez  had  taken  up  his  quarters 
in  Zempoalla,  where  he  was  very  hofpta  bly  re¬ 
ceived 
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■ceived  by  the  fat  cacique,  who  at  firfl  believed  he 
came  in  order  to  fupport  and  affific  his  friend  Her- 
nan  Cortes  :  but,  he  was  foon  undeceived,  to  his 
great  mortification  ;  for,  although  Narvaez  had  no 
interpreters,  his  adlions  fpoke  too  plain,  to  the  con- 
vidlion  of  the  Indians  :  he  treated  the  Zernpoallans 
in  the  moil:  imperious  and  opprefiive  manner,  feized 
upon  the  furniture  and  jewels  which  Cortes  had  left 
in  his  own  houfe,  while  his  foldiers  put  in  practice 
every  a£l  of  avarice  and  rapine. 

When  the  licentiate  Guevara  arrived  from  Me¬ 
xico,  and  expatiated  upon  the  magnificence  of  that 
city,  the  kind  reception  he  had  met  with  from 
Cortes,  the  high  degree  of  favour  in  which  he 
flood  with  Motezuma,  and  his  eager  defire  of  living 
in  friendlhip  with  Narvaez,  that  imperious  officer 
interrupted  his  difcourfe,  by  telling  him,  he  might 
return  to  Cortes,  by  whole  artifice  he  had  been  ca¬ 
joled,  and  thruft  him  from  his  prefence  with  (hock¬ 
ing  marks  of  rudenefsand  difrefpeci. 

Tho’  the  priefi:  was  repulfed  from  this  quarter, 
he  and  his  companions  did  not  fail  to  make  firong 
impreffions  upon  the  minds  of  the  foldiers  ;  among 
whom  they  extolled  the  character  of  Cortes,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  not  only  dFpcfed  them  to  an  ac¬ 
commodation  with  that  general,  but  alfo  infpired 
them  with  doubts  and  prepoffeffions  to  the  prejudice 
of  their  own  commander. 

Guevara  was  foon  followed  by  father  Bartholo- 
me  de  Olmedo,  who  having  delivered  his  creden¬ 
tials  to  Narvaez,  could  fcarce  prevail  upon  him  to 
perufe  the  contents,  which  however  he  fuperfici- 
ally  glanced  over,  out  of  compliment  to  the  perfon 
and  function  of  the  bearer.  In  vain  did  the  friar 
make  a  very  eloquent  and  pathetic  remonflrance, 
importing  the  neceffity  of  their  acting  in  concert 
for  the  advantage  of  their  country,  the  intereil  of 
which  would  be  betrayed  by  their  animofity  ;  Nar- 
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vaez  replied  with  unfeemly  heat  and  precipitation, 
that  the  principal  aim  of  that  armament  which  he 
commanded  was  to  chaftife  Cortes  as  a  rebellious 
fubjedf ;  that  he  would  immediately  fet  a  price  upon 
his  head,  and  proclaim  all  his  adherents  traitors  ; 
and  that  he  had  fufficient  force  to  wreft  the  con- 
qu  eft- from  his  hands,  without  having  any  occafion 
to  confult  thofe  who  were  the  accomplices  and 
abettors  of  his  rebellion.  The  friar,  ftill  preferving 
his  temper,  exhorted  him  to  confider  well  the  ftep 
he  was  about  to  take;  he  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that,  before  he  could  arrive  at  Mexico,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  fight  his  way  through  whole  provinces  of 
warlike  Indians,  who  were  the  friends  and  confe¬ 
derates  of  Cortes;  that  Herman’s  Spaniards  were 
determined  to  die  by  his  fide,  and  that  his  caufe 
would  be  fupported  by  Motezuma,  a  prince  fo 
powerful  that  for  every  fingle  foldier  in  the  army 
of  Narvaez,  he  was  able  to  raife  a  numerous 
army. 

j 

Father  Bartholome  having  taken  his  leave,  with 
a  promife  of  returning  for  a  final  anfwer,  proceeded 
to  execute  the  other  part  of  his  commiffion.  He 
vifited  the  licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez,  and  the  fe- 
cretary  Andres  de  Duero,  who  approved  of  what 
he  had  propofed  to  Narvaez,  and  promifed  to  exert 
all  their  power  and  influence  in  efFeffing  an  ac¬ 
commodation.  Then  the  father  mingled  with  the 
captains  and-  foldiers  of  his  acquaintance,  explained 
the  nature  of  his  embafty,  reprefented  the  neceftity 
of  eftabliftfing  peace  between  the  two  commanders,, 
diftributed  the  jewels  and  other  curiofities  with 
great  judgment ;  and,  in  fhort,  would  have  foon 
formed  a  ftrong  party  in  favour  of  Cortes,  had  not 
bis  negotiation  been  prevented  by  Pamphilo  de 
N  arvaaez,  who,  being  informed  of  his  proceedings, 
ordered  him  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence,  called 

him 
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him  a  mutinous  and  feditious  traitor,  reviled  him 
in  the  mod:  injurious  manner,  and  refolved  to  Se¬ 
cure  his  perfon  without  delay.  However,  by  the 
mediation  of  Andres  de  Duero,  he  was  diverted 
from  his  purpofe,  and  ordered  the  friar  to  depart 
immediately  from  Zempoalla. 

The  licentiate  Lucas  Vafquez  being  informed  of 
what  pafled,  came  very  feafonably,  mid  propofed 
that  before  de  Olmedo  fhould  be  difmified,  the 
officers  might  be  affembled,  in  order  to  deliberate 
upon  a  proper  anfwer  to  Cortes,  who  feemed  fo 
well  difpofed  to  peace.  Narvaez  rejected  the  pro- 
pofal  with  indignation  and  impatience ;  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  any  further  altercation,  that  inftant 
ordered  war  to  be  declared  againft  Cortes,  as  a 
rebel  and  traitor  to  the  king,  affigned  a  confide- 
rable  reward  to  any  perfon  who  fhould  take  him 
dead  or  alive,  and  commanded  the  army  to  prepare 
for  an  immediate  march. 

The  licentiate,  incenfed  at  this  violence  and  irre¬ 
gularity,  commanded  the  crier  to  def  ft,  and  by  his 
own  authority  forbade  Narvaez  to  ftir  a  foot  from 
Zempoallar  on  pain  of  death,  or  employ  the  forces 
without  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  whole  army. 
Pamphilo,  exafperated  at  this  prefumption,  caufed 
the  licentiate  to  be  apprehended  in  the  moft  igno¬ 
minious  manner,  and  fent  on  board  a  veflel  to  be 
tranfported  to  Cuba,  without  delay.  Barlholome 
de  Olmedo  returned  to  Mexico,  without  any  favour¬ 
able  anfwer:  but,  the  principal  officers  in  the  ar¬ 
my  of  Narvaez  were  fcandalized  at  his  rage  and  in- 
folence ;  the  inferior  foldiers  became  difaffedded^ 
and  loudly  murmured  againft  his  condudd,  and  in 
proportion  to  their  hatred  and  contempt  of  their  own 
general,  the  charadder  and  fuccefs  of  Cortes  rofe  in 
their  estimation.  Nay,  over  and  above  thefe  caufes 
of  diftatisfaddion,  they  had  other  fu  bjecd  of  dif- 
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guft,  in  the  avarice  with  which  he  hoarded  up  fome 
prefents  which  were  lent  to  him  by  Motezuma,  who 
exprefled  his  regard  for  the  king  of  Spain,  by  his  li¬ 
berality  to  his  officers. 

CHAP.  XXII. 

Velafquez^s  people  prejudiced  in  favour  of  Cortes ;  who 
is  a  little  far  tied  at  a  fpeech  of  Motezuma ,  wh 
however ,  fill  gives  him  f  ranger  proofs  of  his  inte¬ 
grity  \  he  marches  a gainf  Velafquez' s  forces  $  nar~ 
rowly  efcapes  an  ambufcade  ;  and  prepares  to  attack 
the  enemy ,  who  are  much  difordered  by  a  very  violent 
form . 

HERMAN  Cortes  found  his  fears  realized, 
by  the  account  which  he  received  from  friar 
Bartholome,  touching  the  violence^and  implaca¬ 
bility  of  Narvaez  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was 
greatly  comforted,  when  he  underftood  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  new-come  foldiers,  and  refolved  to  take 
immediate  advantage  of  this  favourablecircumftance. 
Having  communicated  his  fentiments  to  his  officers, 
and  maturely  confidered  the  inconveniencies  which 
might  happen  on  either  fide,  he,  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  his  friends,  determined  to  take  the  field,  with 
his  allies  of  Tlafcalaand  Chinantla,  and  then,  march¬ 
ing  towards  Zempoalla,  to  halt  in  fome  confede¬ 
rate  town,  where  they  might  be  near  at  hand  to 
treat  of  peace,  and  profit  by  the  difaffedxion  of  the 
foldiers  who  came  with  Narvaez.  The  Spaniards 
of  Mexico  no  fooner  underftood  this  refolution  of 
their  general,  than  they  exprefled  their  utmoft  zeal 
and  impatience  to  be  in  afiion  ;  for,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  inequality  of  numbers,  they  had  fuch  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  valour,  ability  and  difcretion,  that 
they  thought  it  almoft  impoffible  to  mifcarry  un¬ 
der  his  command. 
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Hernan,  far  from  damping  this  their  alacrity  by 
unneceflary  delay,  repaired  to  the  apartment  of  Mo- 
tezuma,  in  order  to  fignify  his  intended  march  :  bur, 
he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  when  that  prince  anti¬ 
cipated  his  difcourfe,  by  telling  him,  he  had  from 
different  parts  received  information,  that  the  Spa- 
nifh  general  refiding  at  Zempoalla  came  with  finif- 
ter  defigns  againd  him  and  his  followers  ;  and  that, 
tho’  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  two  chiefs  fhould 
be  enemies  to  each  other  from  private  animofity,  he 
could  not  help  believing,  as  they  wxre  vaflals  of  one 
prince,  and  headed  armies  of  contrary  factions,  that 
one  of  them  mud  of  neceffity  be  a  rebel  to  his 
fovereigm 

Cortes,  tho’  not  a  little  ftartled  at  this  declara¬ 
tion,  immediately  availed  himfelf  of  that  admirable 
prefence  of  mind  which  never  forfook  him  in  emer¬ 
gencies,  and  anfwered,  without  hefitation,  that  the 
accounts  which  his  majedy  had  received  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  true,  and  he  was  come  to  lay  the  fame 
intelligence  before  the  emperor,  as  it  was  now  au¬ 
thenticated  by  the  return  of  de  Olmedo  :  that,  never- 
thelefs*  Narvaez  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  rebel 
to  his  king,  but  rather  as  a  perfon  who  proceeded 
upon  wrong  principles  through  miffake  ;  for,  he  was 
come  as  lieutenant  or  fubditute  from  a  mifinformed 
governor,  who,  refiding  in  a  remote  province,  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  lad  refolutions  of  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  really  imagined  that  the  embafly  to 
the  emperor  of  Mexico  was  an  affair  belonging  to 
his  office  :  but,  that  all  this  mifunderdanding  would 
vanifh  as  foon  as  he  (Cortes)  could  lay  before  that 
lieutenant  his  difpatches,  by  virtue  of  which  he 
had  full  power  and  jurifdidHon  over  all  the  Spani¬ 
ards  who  fhould  arrive  upon  the  Indian  coads.  He 
had  therefore  refolved  to  diredf  his  march  immedi¬ 
ately  to  Zempoalla  with  part  of  his  forces,  to  dif- 
pofe  the  new-comers  to  return  on  board  their  fhips, 

and 
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and  would  foon  make  them  fenfible,  that  they  are 
now  to  refpeCt  the  fubjeCts  of  the.  Mexican  empire 
as  a  people  under  the  protection  of  the  king  of 
Spain, 

The  emperor  was  very  well  pleafed  with  the  pro- 
fpect  of  being  delivered  from  fuch  difagreeable  vifi- 
tants,  to  whofe  exactions  and  oppre/Iion  he  was  no 
ftranger :  but,  he  looked  upon  the  defign  of  Cortes 
as  a  rath  undertaking,  in  which  he  could  not  poffibly 
fucceed  againft  fuch  powerful  odds  3  and  therefore 
offered  to  furnifii  him  with  an  army,  which  fhould 
be  entirely  at  his  devotion,  and  wholly  under  his 
command.  This  offer  he  repeated  with  fuch  ear¬ 
ned:  marks  of  affectionate  concern,  that  Cortes  was 
fully  convinced  of  his  fincerity,  tho’  he  declined 
the  propofal  with  due  acknowledgment,  becaufe  in¬ 
deed  he  had  no  great  confidence  in  the  attachment 
of  the  Mexican  foldiers. 

He  refolved  to  leave  fourfcore  Spaniards  in  Mexi¬ 
co,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  an 
excellent  officer,  a  gentleman  of  good  fenfe,  and 
an  accompliihed  courtier,  who,  by  his  engaging  be¬ 
haviour  and  infinuating  carriage,  had  already  ac¬ 
quired  a  great  Ihare  of  Motezuma’s  friendfhip  and 
favour.  He  had  directions  from  the  general  to  ma¬ 
nage  the  Indian  emperor  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that 
he  fhould  have  no  opportunity  of  holding  long  con¬ 
ferences  with  his  fubjeCts,  and  at  the  fame  time  be 
in  fenfible  of  the  reftriCtion.  The  foldiers  were  or¬ 
dered  to  obey  their  captain,  and  ferve  Motezuma 
with  the  greateft  refpeCt,  and  exhorted  to  ufe  their 
utmoft  diligence  and  circumfpeCtion  in-  maintain¬ 
ing  an  amicable  correfpondence  with  his  family  and 
court :  as  for  the  treafure,  it  was  wholly  left  to  the 
charge  and  known  fidelity  of  Alvarado. 

Cortes,  having  taken  thefe  precautions,  difpatch- 
ed  a  courier  to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  with  orders 
to  leave  thefortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  care  of  the 

con- 
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confederate  Indians,  and  march  out  with  his  Spani¬ 
ards  to  meet  the  general  at  a  certain  place  of  ren¬ 
dezvous.  He  then  took  order  for  the  necefTary  fup- 
plies  of  provifion  upon  the  rout,  procured  a  body 
of  Indians  to  carry  the  baggage,  and  commanded 
his  people  to  be  ready  to  begin  the  march  in  the 
morning.  All  the  preparations  being  made  for  his 
departure,  he  went  to  take  his  leave  of  Motezuma, 
to  whole  protection  he  recommended  Pedro  de  Al¬ 
varado  and  the  Spaniards  he  had  left ;  and  that  prince 
exhorted  him  to  defer  coming  to  an  open  rupture 
with  Narvaezj  till  the  arrival  of  the  Mexican  fuc- 
cours,  which  he  would  not  fail  to  fend  him  in  any 
number  he  fhould  defire  :  he  gave  him  his  royal 
word,  that  he  would  not  forfake  Alvarado,  nor 
change  his  habitation  during  his  abfence,  and  ac¬ 
companied  him  a  good  way  out  of  town  with  his 
whole  retinue  of  courtiers. 

The  Spaniards  marched  with  equal  chearfulnefs 
and  circumfpeCtion,  like  veterans  inured  to  the  hard¬ 
ships  and  ftratagems  of  war,  following  the  road  to 
Cholula,  where  they  were  received  with  great  ho- 
fpitalihyv  From  thence  they  proceeded  towards 
Tlafcala ;  and,  at  the  diffance  of  half  a  league  from 
that  city,  they  found  a  fplendid  appearance  of  the 
nobility  and  whole  fenate  ;  and  their  entrance  was 
celebrated  with  demonftrations  of  joy  and  refpedf, 
fuitable  to  the  laurels  they  had  won  from  the  old 
inveterate  enemies  of  the  republic  :  neverthelefs, 
they  excufed  themfelves  from  fupplying  Cortes  with 
the  auxiliaries  he  demanded,  upon  feme  pretext, 
about  which  the  hiftorians  are  not  agreed.  Fie  ac¬ 
cordingly  admitted  their  excufe:  for,  certain  it  is, 
he  left  their  city  without  difpleafure  or  complaint, 
and,  in  the  fequel,  had  recourfe  to  their  affiftance 
and  attachment,  which  never  failed  him  on  the  moft 
critical  occafions.  After  aThort  flay  in  Tlafcala, 
he  marched  on  to  Matdequita,  a  town  of  Indian 
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friends,  about  twelve  leagues  from  Zempoalla, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and 
an  addition  of  feven  foldiers  from  the  army  of  Nar¬ 
vaez  :  from  thefe  Cortes  received  information  of 
every  thing  that  had  been  tranfadled  in  the  enemy’s 
quarters  before  they  deferted  ;  and  he  had  likewife 
intelligence  of  a  frefher  date,  by  means  of  two  fol¬ 
diers  who  had  gone  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Zempoalla 
in  the  difguife  of  Indians,  carrying  bafkets  of  fruit, 
which  they  trucked  with  the  Spaniards  for  glafs-beads 
and  other  toys.  On  this  occafion  they  affedted  the 
fimplicity  of  the  natives  with  fuch  dexterity,  that 
they  were  allowed  to  range  through  every  part  of 
the  quarters,  and  make  their  observations  without 
fufpicion  :  nay,  they  even  ventured  to  repeat  their 
vifit ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  carelefs  watch  that 
was  kept  by  Narvaez,  conveyed  away  from  the  ve¬ 
ry  parade  a  horfe  belonging  to  captain  Salvatierra, 
one  of  the  bittereft  enemies  of  Cortes. 

In  order  to  protradt  the  time,  until  the  Indians 
from  Chinantla  fhould  arrive,  Hernan  fent  father 
Bartholome  a  Second  time  with  propofals  for  an 
accommodation  ;  and,  he  making  but  Small  progrefs, 
the  general  difpatched  Juan  VeJafquez  de  Leon,  to 
ufe  his  influence  with  Narvaez,  hoping  that  his  re¬ 
lation  to  Diego  de  Velafquez  would  render  his  me¬ 
diation  more  acceptable.  Pamphilo  had  written  to 
this  officer,  exhorting  him  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of 
his  kinfman,  and  promifing  him  a  very  advantage¬ 
ous  poll:  in  his  army ;  and  Juan  had  delivered  the 
letter  to  Cortes,  with  repeated  proteftations  of  dy- 
Ing  by  his  fide  rather  than  defert  his  colours.  This 
noble  manner  of  proceeding  won  the  confidence  of 
his  general,  and  was  an  additional  motive  for  fend¬ 
ing  him  upon  this  negotiation. 

When  he  approached  Zempoalla,  Narvaez  came 
forth  with  a  grand  retinue  to  receive  him,  on  the 
fuppofition  that  he  was  come  to  fight  under  the 
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banners  of  Diego  Velafquez;  and  was  not  a  little 
mortified  to  find  himfelf  miftaken  :  however,  he 
ufed  all  the  arguments  his  reflection  could  fuggeft, 
in  order  to  detach  him  from  Cortes,  and  command¬ 
ed  the  whole  army  to  be  reviewed  before  him,  that 
he  might  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  his  fuperior  ftrength. 
He,  next  day,  invited  him  to  dinner,  together  with 
thofe  officers  in  whom  he  chiefly  confided,  that  they 
might  affifl:  in  perfuading  him  to  join  their  fortune; 
and,  in  the  beginning  of  the  converfation,  he  was 
treated  with  great  civility  and  compliment:  but, 
in  the  midff  of  their  feftivity,  fome  farcaftic  ani- 
madverfions  were  uttered  againff  Cortes;  and,  al¬ 
though  his  friend  at  firff  difl’embled  his  refentment, 
that  he  might  not  prejudice  the  bufmefs  in  which  he 
was  employed,  their  expreffions  at  laft  grew  fo  in¬ 
decent,  that  he  could  no  longer  reftrain  his  indig¬ 
nation,  but  faid  aloud,  with  fome  warmth,  that  if 
any  perfon  in  that  company,  who  did  not  efieem. 
Hernan  Cortes,  and  all  his  followers,  as  good  and 
loyal  fubjedts  to  the  king  of  Spain,  would  fignify 
his  fentiments  before  fewer  witnefles,  he  would  un¬ 
deceive  him  in  what  manner  he  fhould  chufe  for  his 
convidlion.  This  declaration,  which  difconcerted 
Narvaez,  was  anfwered  by  a  young  officer  of  the 
name  and  family  of  Velafquez,  who  faid,  no  man 
was  worthy  of  bearing  that  name,  who  attempted 
to  vindicate  a  traitor.  Juan,  incenfed  at  this  re¬ 
proach,  gave  him  the  lie,  and  drew  his  fword  in 
order  to  chaftife  this  young  man’s  infolence  ;  and 
the'  company,  who  interpofed,  found  it  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  tafk  to  prevent  mifchief.  At  length,  however, 
he  was  prevailed  upon  to  fheath  his  fword;  and  re¬ 
turned  immediately  to  Cortes,  breathing  defiance 
and  revenge. 

His  abrupt  departure,  and  the  caufe  of  it,  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  diflatisfadfion  and  murmurs  among  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  that  Narvaez,  in  order  to  quiet 
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their  clamour,  was  fain  to  appoint  a  perfon  who 
ihould  go  to  Cortes  to  apologize  for  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  Juan  de  Velafquez,  and  learn  the  fubflance 
of  his  cominiffion,  which  had  not  been  fully  explain¬ 
ed.  For  this  fervice  he  pitched  upon  the  fecretary 
Andres  de  Duero,  who  met  Cortes  on  his  march 
to  an  advantageous  poll:  nearer  the  enemy,  which 
he  meant  to  occupy  until  the  arrival  of  the  Chinan- 
ticas,  and  be  at  hand  to  act  as  occafion  fhould  re¬ 
quire  ;  for  by  this  time  all  his  hopes  of  accommo¬ 
dation  had  vanifhed.  Duero  and  ne  embraced  each 
other  like  two  intimate  friends,  who  meet  after  a 
long  feparation  ;  and  all  the  officers  received  the 
ftranger  with  demonftrations  of  joy  and  refpedt. 
Before  they  proceeded  to  bufmefs,  Cortes  prefented 
him  with  fame  valuable  jewels;  he  was  regaled 
with  great  magnificence  and  hofpitality,  and  {laid 
till  next  day,  conferring  about  meafures  to  prevent 
a  rupture,  which  would  be  fo  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
tereits  of  Spain.  Cortes  manifefted  the  greafefi:  tem¬ 
per  and  moderation,  and  even  offered  to  relinquifh 
the  Mexican  conqueft  to  his  competitor,  while  he 
and  his  followers  fihould  engage  in  fome  other  ex¬ 
pedition.  Andres  de  Duero,  ftruck  with  this  in- 
ffance  of  his  modeffy  and  felf-denial,  propofed  an 
interview  with  Narvaez,  not  doubting  that  all  their 
animofities  would  be  furmounted  by  a  perfonal  con¬ 
ference  :  and  Cortes  immediately  affenting  to  the 
propofal,  the  fecretary  returned  toZempoalla,  where 
he  likewife  obtained  the  confent  of  Narvaez.  The 
time  was  appointed  and  the  place  affigned,  to  which 
both  parties  agreed  by  a  writing  under  their  bands 
to  come,  accompanied  by  ten  friends  only,  to  wit- 
nefs  the  tranfaff ions  of  the  conference.  But,  be¬ 
fore  the  day  of  meeting,  Cortes  received  private  ad¬ 
vice  from  Duero,  that  Narvaez  had  refolved  to  lay 
an  ambufh  for  his  life  ;  and  this  intelligence  being 
confirmed  by  others  who  wiihed  him  well5  he  wrote 
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a  letter  to  Pamphilo,  giving  him  to  underfland  that 
he  was  no  flranger  to  his  treacherous  defign,  re¬ 
nouncing  all  thoughts  of  accommodation,  and  re¬ 
mitting  his  fatisfadfion  and  revenge  to  the  edge  of 
the  fword. 

Having  thus  given  vent  to  his  indignation,  he 
purfued  his  march,  and  took  his  llation  within  a 
league  of  Zempoalla,  his  front  being  defended  by 
the  river  of  Canoas,  and  his  rear  fupported  by  the 
neighbourhood  of  Vera  Cruz.  He  polled  fome 
fentinels  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  detached  a 
number  of  fcouts  to  obferve  the  country,  and  quar¬ 
tered  his  people  in  a  number  of  cottages,  where  they 
were  fheltered  from  the  fun,  and  allowed  to  take 
their  repofe,  until  he  fhould  obtain  further  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  enemy’s  motions. 

Narvaez  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this  difpofi- 
tion,  than  he  drew  out  his  army  into  the  field,  or¬ 
dered  the  war  to  be  proclaimed  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  and  a  reward  of  two  thoufand  pieces  of  eight 
to  be  offered  to  any  perfon  who  fhould  bring  him 
the  head  of  Hernan  Cortes  :  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  fet  a  price  upon  the  lives  of  Gonzalo  de  Sando¬ 
val,  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon.  Then  he  march¬ 
ed  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  an  open  field, 
where  he  waited  for  Cortes,  vainly  imagining  that 
experienced  captain  would  forego  the  advantages  of 
his  fituation,  in  order  to  engage  an  enemy  who  had 
three  times  the  number  of  his  men.  Towards  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  the  weather,  all  of  a  fudden,  grew 
dark  and  cloudy,  and  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
rain  defcended,  that  the  foldiers  were  inflantly  wet 
to  thefkm,  their  arms  rendered  ufelefs,  their  foot¬ 
ing  unfure,  they  curfed  the  author  of  their  expedi¬ 
tion,  and,  with  loud  clamour,  infilled  upon  return¬ 
ing  immediately  to  their  quarters.-  Narvaez  was 
obliged  to  comply  with  their  requefl,  and  never 
dreaming  that  Cortes  would  pafs  the  river  in  fuch  a 
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night,  he  retreated  to  Zempoalla  with  great  diforder 
and  confufion,  Neverthelefs,  as  he  intended  to 
take  the  field  again  early  in  the  morning,  he  would 
not  allow  his  troops  to  feparate,  but  lodged  them  in 
the  principal  temple  of  the  city,  furnifhed  with  three 
towers,  and  built  upon  an  eminence,  which  they 
afcended  by  many  ill-contrived  fteps,  which  ren¬ 
dered  it  very  difficult  of  accefs.  On  the  top  of  thefe 
he  planted  his  artillery  ;  he  fixed  his  head-quarters 
in  the  middle  tower,  to  which  he  retired  with  fome 
officers,  and  about  one  hundred  foldiers  in  whom 
he  chiefly  confided  ;  the  reft  of  the  army  was  diftri- 
buted  in  the  other  towers  :  fome  horfe  were  fent  out 
to  patrole  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  and 
fentinels  being  placed  at  the  avenues,  he  went  to 
reft  without  any  farther  concern. 

Andres  de  Duero  fent  inftantly  one  of  the  men 
in  whom  he  confided,  to  apprife  Cortes  of  their  re¬ 
treat,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  difpofed ; 
not  with  any  view  to  encourage  him  to  any  imme¬ 
diate  undertaking,  but  merely  that  he  might  pafs 
the  night  in  quiet,  without  any  apprehenfton  of  be¬ 
ing  attacked  in  his  quarters. 

Hernan,  however,  no  fooner  received  this  infor¬ 
mation,  than  he  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  the 
favourable  moment.  He  inftantly  revolved  his 
fcheme,  which  at  once  met  with'the  approbation  of 
his  officers ;  he  affiembled  his  people  without  delay, 
notwithftanding  the  continuance  of  the  tempeft  ; 
and  when  they  had  paffed  the  river,  with  the  water 
above  their  middle,  made  a  fhort  fpeech,  in  which 
he  informed  them  of  the  enemy's  diforder,  defcribed 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  quartered  in  the 
temple,  their  careleffnefs  and  fecurity,  and  explain¬ 
ed  the  facility  of  attacking,  and  routing  them  in  the 
dark,  before  they  fhould  have  time  to  join,  or  be 
drawn  up  for  their  defence.  This  information  he 
mingled  with  proper  incentives,  touching  the  info- 
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lence  and  treachery  of  Narvaez,  as  well  as  the  juf- 
tice  of  his  own  caufe  :  fo  that  his  foldiers,  being  fired 
with  refentment,  called  aloud  to  him  to  lead  them 
forthwith  to  the  enemy ;  and  fome  of  them  proteft- 
ed  openly,  that  if  ever  he  fhould  admit  another 
thought  of  accommodation  with  Narvaez,  they 
would  on  the  inftant  withdraw  their  obedience. 

Thus  certified  of  their  alacrity  and  attachment, 
he  formed  them  into  three  fmall  battalions,  the  firft 
of  which  was  commanded  byGonzalo  de  Sandoval, 
'  the  fecond  was  led  by  Chriftoval  de  Oled,  and  Cortes 
took  the  command  of  the  reft  in  perfon.  Gonzalo 
had  orders  to  begin  the  attack  by  mounting  the 
ftairs,  feizing  the  artillery^,  and  cutting  off  the  com¬ 
munication  between  the  two  lateral  towers :  Chrif- 
toval  was  directed  to  afiault  the  tower  in  which  Nar¬ 
vaez  lodged  ;  and  Cortes  with  his  men  refolved  to 
fecond  and  fupport  both  attacks  as  occafion  fhould 
require :  he  likewife  gave  orders,  that,  as  foon  as  the 
action  fhould  begin,  the  drums  fhould  beat,  and  the 
trumpets  with  other  warlike  inftruments  found,  in 
order  to  increafe  the  terror  and  confufion  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  Father  Bartholome,  after  a  pious  exhorta¬ 
tion,  gave  them  his  benediction ;  the  word  was  el 
Spirito  Sanffo',  and  the  moft  profound  filence  being 
recommended  to  them,  the  general  began  his  march 
at  a  very  flow  pace,  that  they  might  not  be  fatigued 
before  they  came  to  addon,  and  that  the  enemy 
might  at  their  arrival  be  lulled  in  fecurity  and  fleep. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

Cortes  marches  down  upon  the  enemy ,  who  are  warned 
of  his  approach  ;  and  driven  from  one  of  their  Jlrong 
holds ;  while  Narvaez  their  general  lofes  an  eye ; 
is  taken  pr  if  oner ,  and  his  army  completely  rout¬ 
ed  •,  whereby  Cortes  obtains  confiderable  reinforce¬ 
ments  \  and  is  better  able  than  ever  to  purfue  his  con - 
quejls . 

HE  had  not  proceeded  above  half  a  league, 
when  his  fcouts  returned  with  a  fentinel  of 
Narvaez,  -whom  they  had  furprifed,  tho?  his  com¬ 
panion  had  efcaped  among  the  bufhes.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  accident,  a  fhort  confultation  was 
held  among  the  officers,  who  were  unanimoufiy  of 
opinion,  that  the  foldier,  even  if  he  Ihould  have 
difcovered  their  march,  would  not  be  fo  rafh  as  to 
return  by  the  direct  road,  but  rather  take  a  round- 
about  way  to  avoid  danger  ;  in  which  cafe,  they,  by 
flattening  their  march,  would  probably  reach  Zem~ 
poalla  as  foon  as  he  :  and,  tho’  they  might  not 
find  the  foe  afieep,  at  leaft  they  fhould  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  attacking  them  in  the  diforder  of  their 
firft  waking.  They  therefore  mended  their  pace, 
and  left  their  horfes,  baggage,  and  other  incumbran¬ 
ces  by  a  little  brook  on  the  road-fide :  but,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  expedition  they  could  ufe,  the  fentinel, 
winged  by  fear,  arrived  a  few  minutes  before  them, 
and  gave  the  alarm,  crying  aloud,  44  The  enemy  is 
44  upon  us.”  He  was  immediately  carried  before 
Narvaez,  who  flighted  his  intelligence,  holding  it 
impoffible  that  Cortes  would  prefume  to  attack  him 
with  fuch  a  fmall  number  of  men,  or  even  march 
in-fuch  a  dark  tempeftuous  night. 

Mean  while  Herman  reached  Zempoalla  a  little 
after  mid  night,  without  having  been  difcovered  by 
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the  enemy’s  cavalry,  who  had  either  loft  their  way 
in  the  dark,  or  quitted  the  road  to  feek  fome  fhelter 
ap-ainft  the  rain :  he  entered  the  town,  and  even 
came  in  fight  of  the  temple,  without  finding  any 
corps  de  garde,  or  being  challenged  by  one  fentinel, 
at  the  very  time  when  the  foldier  affirmed  to  Nar¬ 
vaez,  that  he  had  feen  the  vanguard  of  Cortes  and 
his  whole  army  upon  a  hafty  march.  That  felf- 
fufficient  officer  ftill  difbelieved  his  aftertion,  while 
his  foldiers,  who  had  taken  to  their  arms,  walked 
backwards  and  forwards  in  the  porch,  ftill  dubious 
of  the  truth,  tho’  prepared  in  a  good  meafure  for 
whatever  ftiould  happen. 

Cortes  foon  perceived  they  had  difcovered  him, 
and,  as  there  was  no  time  to  lofe,  gave  the  figrial 
for  the  attack  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  Gonzalo 
de  Sandoval  began  to  mount  the  ftairs,  when  the 
people  belonging  to  the  artillery  who  were  upon 
guard  fired  two  or  three  pieces,  and  by  that  alarm 
confirmed  the  truth  of  the  foldier’s  report.  The 
noife  of  the  cannon  was  immediately  fucceeded  by 
that  of  the  drums,  trumpets,  and  confufed  cries  of 
the  foldiers,  who  repaired  to  the  defence  of  the  ftairs, 
Theadftion  began  with  great  warmth ;  the difpute foon 
came  to  pufh  of  pike,  and  ftroke  of  fword  ;  and 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  was  very  hard  prelfed  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  force  his  way  againft  the  difadvantage 
of  the  ground,  and  the  fuperior  number  of  the  ene¬ 
my  :  but  it  was  not  long  before  Chriftoval  de  Oled 
came  to  his  relief ;  and  Hernan  Cortes  quitting  the 
rear,  threw  himfelf  fword  in  hand  into  the  hotted: 
of  the  engagement,  with  fuch  refolution  and  impe- 
tuofity  that  nothing  could  withftand  him.  The 
enemy,  in  a  few  moment0,  began  to  give  ground, 
and  foon  retreated  in  great  dilbrder,  abandoning  the 
porch  and  artillery.  Many  fled  to  their  quarters,  while 
others  repaired  to  the  gate  of  ?the  principal  tower, 

'  where 
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where  the  difpute  was  renewed,  and  continued  fome 
time  with  great  obflinacy. 

Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  having  put  on  his  armour, 
exerted  all  his  endeavours  to  rally  his  troops,  and 
with  great  refolution  rufhed  into  the  midft  of  the 
battle,  where  his  eye  being  thrufl:  out  with  a  pike, 
he  fell  to  the  ground,  exclaiming,  cc  I  am  a  dead 
u  man.”  This  accident  completed  the  confufion 
of  his  foldiers,  fome  of  whom  abandoned  him  fhame- 
fully,  while  others  flood  like  fiatues,  as  if  they  had 
been  thunderftruck,  or  fought  with  fuch  diforder 
and  defpair,  that  they  were  eafily  routed,  and  their 
general  taken  prifoner.  The  difpute  was  now  at 
an  end,  for  want  cf  refinance  ;  for  the  enemy  had 
fliut  themfelves  up  in  the  towers,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  in  the  utmoft  confhernation  ;  and  the  follow¬ 
ers  of  Cortes  proclaimed  their  vidlory  with  loud 
acclamations,  which  ferved  to  increafe  the  fear  of  the 
vanquifhed.  Their  terror  was  alfo  augmented  by 
numerous  lights  in  the  country,  which,  tho’  really 
produced  from  a  kind  of  glow-worms,  exhibited 
the  appearance  of  arquebufiers  with  lighted  matches, 
and  were  fuppofed  to  be  a  body  of  auxiliaries 
marching  to  the  afliflance  of  Cortes,  fo  much  was 
their  underftanding  overpowered  by  the  tranfports 
of  their  appr  henfion. 

Hernan,  having  filenced  the  fhouts  of  his  people, 
ordered  the  artillery  to  be  turned  againft  the  towers, 
and  a  general  pardon  to  be  proclaimed  for  thofe  who 
would  furrender,  offering  advantageous  conditions 
to  fuch  as  would  engage  in  his  fervice;  and  liberty, 
with  a  free  paffage,  to  thofe  who  were  defirous  of 
returning  to  the  idand  of  Cuba.  This  prudent  ffep, 
which  betook  in  the  firfl  tumult 'of  their  fear,  be¬ 
fore  they  could  difcern  the  weaknefs  of  his  force, 
or  form  any  diftindf  plan  of  defence,  was  attended 
by  all  the  fuccefs  he  could  defire:  for,  no  fooner 
were  thefe  terms  propofed  at  the  three  towers,  than 

both 
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both  officers  and  foldiers  came  to  furrender  in  whole 
companies,  and  laid  their  arms  at  the  feet  of  Cortes, 
who  received  them  with  that  generous  urbanity 
which  was  peculiar  to  his  difpofition;  tho’  he  took 
care  to  have  them  divided  and  properly  guarded,  un¬ 
til  day  fliould  difcover  their  different  countenances 
and  affecffions.  After  he  had  given  thefe  neceffary 
directions,  he  went  to  vifit  Narvaez,  who  had  been 
committed  •  to  the  care  of  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval, 
and  whofe  wound  was  already  dreffed;  and  that  of¬ 
ficer  feeing  him  enter  the  apartment,  cc  Thank 
“  God,  captain  Cortes  (faid  he)  for  your  good  for- 
sc  tune  in  making  me  your  prifoner.55  cc  Thanks  be 

to  God  for  all  things,  friend  Narvaez,  (he  re- 
u  plied)  but,  vanity  apart,  I  look  upon  this  vi £tory, 
44  and  your  imprifonment,  amongft  the  lead;  con- 
€C  fiderable  actions  which  have  been  performed  in 
44  this  country.55 

Being  informed  that  one  of  the  towers,  command¬ 
ed  by  Salvatierra  and  Diego  Velafquez  the  younger, 
made  an  obftinate  defence,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
fummoned  to  furrender,  and  in  cafe  ofrefufal,  threat- 
11  ed  with  the  utmofl  rigour  of  war  :  but  they,  dilre- 
garding  his  menaces,  and  declaring  they  would  ei¬ 
ther  hold  out  to  the  laft,  or  have  the  benefit  of  a 
capitulation,  he  commanded  two  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery  to  be  planted  againft  the  tower;  and,  upon  the 
firft  difcharge,  the  defendants  called  for  quarter, 
leaving  the  entrance  open  to  Juan  Velafquez  de 
Leon,  who  entered  with  a  fin  all  body,  and  feized. 
Salvatierra  and  his  namefake,  who  were  the  pro  ref- 
fed  and  inveterate  enemies  of  Cortes.  Thus  the 
vicffory  was  completed  in  favour  of  Hernan,  who 
loft  but  four  lives  in  the  adlion  ;  whereas,  a  cap¬ 
tain,  an  enfign,  and  fifteen  private  men  of  the  ene¬ 
my  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  over  and  above  the 
wounded,  which  amounted  to  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber.  ' 
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Narvaez  and  Salvatierra  were  Tent  under  a  guard 
to  Vera  Cruz,  and  young  Diego  remained  prifoner 
with  Juan  de  Velafquez,  who  treated  him  with  great 
humanity,  notwithstanding  the  former  quarrel  which 
had  happened  between  them.  At  break  of  day 
the  two  thoufand  Chinantlans  arrived  ;  and  tho’  they 
came  a  little  too  late,  Cortes  was  glad  of  their  ar¬ 
rival,  that  his  prifoners  might  fee  he  was  not  defti- 
tute  of  friends.  .  The  vanquifhed  were  indeed  over¬ 
whelmed  with  fhame,  when  they  perceived  the  fmall 
number  of  men  by  whom  they  had  been  totally  de¬ 
feated  :  they  curfed  the  careleffnefs  and  infolence  of 
Narvaez,  and  could  not  help  admiring  the  valour 
and  charadler  of  their  conqueror,  whofe  banners 
they  became  ambitious  of  following.  Cortes  had 
many  friends  among  them,  who  having  founded  the 
fentiments  of  their  fellow-foidiers,  fet  them  an  ex¬ 
ample,  by  defiring  to  be  enlifted  in  his  army;  and 
this  example  was  fo  eagerly  followed,  that  all  the 
prifoners  called  aloud  to  be  in  rolled  ;  and' not  one 
Jingle  man  expreffed  the  leaf!  defire  of  returning  to 
Cuba.  Bernan  received  them  with  his  ufual  gene- 
rofity,  and  ordered  their  arms  to  be  reflored  ;  a 
meafure  which,  tho’  favouring  of  temerity,  effectu¬ 
ally  won  their  hearts,  and  the  more  firmly  attach¬ 
ed  them  to  his  intereft. 

Thus,  in  a  few  hours,  Cortes,  by  his  admirable 
■condudh,  bravery,  and  vigilance,  found  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  above  a  thoufand  Spaniards ;  the  only 
enemies  who  could  give  him  diflurbance,  fafe  in  his 
cuftody;  a  fleet  of  eleven  {hips  and  feven  brigantines 
at  his  difpofal ;  the  laft  effort  of  Diego  de  Velaf¬ 
quez  entirely  fruftrated,  and  his  own  flrength  re* 
inforced  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  enabled  him  to  pro- 
fecute  his  former  fcheme  with  a  better  profpecl  of 
fuccefs. 

The  horfe  of  Narvaez,  inflead  of  engaging  in 
the  adion,  made  their  efcape  into  the  country,  and 

being 
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being  joined  by  the  patrole,  fo  as  make  up  a  troop 
of  forty,  pretended  to  {land  upon  the  defenfive  ; 
but  they  were  foon  brought  to  reafon,  and  enlifted 
with  Cortes,  after  the  example  of  their  fellow- 
foldiers.  Care  being  taken  of  the  Tick  and  wound¬ 
ed,  Hernan  ordered  Francifco  de  Lugo  to  fee  the 
fails,  tackling,  and  rudders  of  all  the  veffels  brought 
afhore  and  laid  up  in  Vera  Cruz.  The  pilots  and 
mariners  who  came  with  Narvaez  were  brought  to 
Zempoalla,  and  a  {Efficient  number  of  his  own 
people  fet  to  take  care  of  the  hulls,  under  the  in- 
fpedtion  of  Pedro  Cavallero. 


C  H  A  P.  XXIV. 

*The  neighbouring  caciques  give  Cories  frefn  affuran- 
ces  of  friend/hip  ;  he  refolves  to  divide  his  forces , 
left  their  number  Jhould  give  umbrage  to  Motezu?na  $ 
but  marches  to  Mexico ,  and  changes  his  refutation , 
in  confequence  of  an  infurreStion  in  that  city  againf 
his  deputy  ;  he  finds  the  people  in  a  very  violent  com¬ 
motion  ;  his  troops  are  vigor oujly  attacked ,  and  all 
offers  of  peace  rejected, 

THEN  hedifmiffedtheChinantlans,  with  pro¬ 
per  acknowledgments ;  and,  during  the  few 
days  that  his  army  continued  in  quarters  of  refresh¬ 
ment,  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  villages, 
and  caciques  of  the  circumjacent  country,  came  to 
congratulate  him  upon  his  fuceefs,  renew  their  pro¬ 
testations  of  obedience,  and  make  frefh  offers  of 
their  friendfhip. 

Notwithflanding  this  feries  of  good  fortune,  Cor¬ 
tes  could  not  be  eafy  in  his  own  mind,  while  he 
reflected  upon  the  fituation  of  Pedro  d’ Alvarado, 
encompaffed  .with  enemies,  and  at  the  mercy  of  a 
barbarous  prince,  who  might  he  perfuaded  by  rno~ 

E  2  tives 
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lives  of  intereft,  to  facrifice  his  honour  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  empire.  He,  therefore,  refolved  to 
return  immediately  to  Mexico,  and  thatMotezuma 
or  his  people  might  not  take  umbrage,  at  feeing  him 
come  back  with  fuch  a  numerous  body  of  men,  he 
determined  to  divide  his  army,  and  employ  part  of 
his  troops  in  other  conquefts. 

With  this  view  he  ordered  Juan  Velafquez  de 
Lecn,  with  two  hundred  men,  to  go  and  pacify 
Pome  difturbances  in  the  province  of  Panuco  ;  Die¬ 
go  de  Ordaz  was  to  be  fent  with  the  fame  number 
to  fettle  the  country  of  Guazacifalco ;  fo  that  he 
himfelf  would  have  had  little  more  than  fix  hun¬ 
dred  Spaniards,  who  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
dignify  his  return  to  Mexico,  without  arroufing  the 
jealoufy  of  the  Indians.  But  this  difpofition  he  was 
obliged  to  change,  in  confequence  of  a  letter  from 
Alvarado,  who  gave  him  to  underhand,  that  in  fpite 
of  Motezuma,  who  had  never  once  offered  to  leave 
the  quarters,  the  Mexicans  had  taken  up  arms  a  gain  ft 
him,  and  repeated  their  attacks  with  fuch  obftinacy, 
that  unlefs  they  were  immediately  fuccoured,  he 
and  all  his  men  muft  inevitably  perith.  The  fol- 
dier  who  brought  this  letter,  was  accompanied  by 
an  ambaffador  from  Motezuma,  who  preffed  Cor¬ 
tes  to  return  with  all  poftible  expedition,  and  allu¬ 
red  him  that  he  would  never  abandon  Alvarado  and 
the  Spaniards,  even  tho?  his  own  life  ftiould  be  at  . 
flake. 

Hernan  and  his  officers  unanimoufly  agreeing  that  I 
no  time  was  to  be  loft,  Rodrigo  Rangel,  a  man  i 
of  approved  fidelity,  was  appointed  deputy- governor 
of  Vera  Cruz;  a  garrifon  was  left  at  Zempoalla, 
with  a  fufficient  number  of  men  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  veffels  ;  and  the  army  being  muftered  after  thefe  | 
deductions,  amounted  to  one  thoufand  foot,  and 
one  hundred  horfe.  Before  his  departure,  Cortes 
Cent  an  aafv/er  to  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  another  : 

to 
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to  Motezuma,  giving  an  account  of  his  victory,  and 
affuring  them  that  he  would  immediately  come  to 
their  affiftance.  Accordingly  he  began  his  march, 
the  army  taking  different  routes,  that  they  might,  as 
little  as  poilible,  incommode  the  country  through 
which  they  paffed,  and  be  the  more  eafily  fuppiied 
with  provifion  ;  *and  a  place  of  rendezvous  was  ap¬ 
pointed  near  Tlafcala,  where  they  joined,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fuftained  much  hardfhip  and  fatigue;  for  they 
had  marched  with  extraordinary  diligence.  On  the 
37th  day  of  June  he  entered  Tlafcala,  with  all  his 
troops  in  good  order,  and  was  received  with  great 
joy  and  affedlion  by  thofe  faithful  allies,  who  con¬ 
firmed  the  account  he  had  received  of  Alvarado’s 
fituation,  and  dwelt  upon  fome  particulars  which 
they  exaggerated,  on  purpofe  to  incenfe  him  againft 
the  Mexicans  whom  they  detefted  :  nay,  in  order 
to  complete  his  vengeance  upon  thofe  people,  whom 
they  wifhed  to  fee  extirpated,  the  fenate  propofed 
to  affemble  all  the  troops  of  the  republic  for  his  fer- 
vice ;  but,  as  he  had  no  intention  to  act  as  mini- 
fter  of  their  implacable  enmity,  he  declined  the  of¬ 
fer,  and  contented  himfelf  with  a  body  of  two  thou- 
fand,  which  in  all  probability  he  accepted,  that  he 
not  feem  to  flight  their  alliance. 

Without  having  met  with  any  finifter  incident 
upon  the  road,  he  arrived  at  Mexico  on  St.  John's 
day,  and  paffed  the  lake  without  the  leaf}  oppofition, 
tho’  he  perceived  many  marks  of  hoftile  fury  :  fuch 
as  the  two  Spanifh  brigantines  ftaved  to  pieces 
and  half-burnt  ;  thfe  fuburbs  and  barrier  abandoned, 
the  bridges  that  ferved  for  the  communication  of 
theffreets,  broken  down;  with  all  which  a  profound 
filence  prevailed  over  the  city.  In  confequence 
of  thefe  fufpicious  fymptoms,  the  infantry  were  or¬ 
dered  to  flacken  their  pace,  and  the  cavalry  to 
go  before  and  reconnoitre,  until  the  Spaniards  in 
Mexico  difeovering  the  army,  raifed  a  great  (hour, 

E  3  and 
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and  diffipated  their  apprehenfions.  Pedro  de  Alva¬ 
rado  came  down  with  his  people,  and  received  them 
at  the  gate  of  the  quarters,  where  the  foldiers  and  of¬ 
ficers  embraced  each  other  with  the  fincerefl  marks 
of  pleafure  and  affection  ;  and  Motezuma  went  as 
far  as  the  outward  court  to  meet  Cortes,  whom  he 
carefled  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  which  could  not  pof- 
libly  be  the  effect  of  diffimulation. 

The  whole  army  being  quartered  within  the 
walls  of  the  palace,  proper  guards  appointed,  and 
centinels  placed,  Hernan  retired  with  Pedro  de 
Alvarado,  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  that  fedition 
among  the  Mexicans,  by  W'hlch  he  had  been  fo 
much  endangered.  That  officer  gave  him  to  un~ 
derltand,  that  foon  after  his  departure  from  Mexi¬ 
co,  the  nobles  had  behaved  with  lefs  refpedt  and 
complaifance  than  ufual  j  that  from  the  information 
of  a  trufty  fpy,  he  learned  the  people  were  con¬ 
triving  fomething  extraordinary,  becaufe  they  fre¬ 
quently  affembled  in  private  ;  that  upon  redoubling 
his  diligence,  he  obtained  certain  intelligence,  that 
a  confpiracy  was  hatched  again!!:  the  Spaniards, 
and  their  intention  was  to  affemble  the  inhabitants, 
on  pretence  of  celebrating  annual  dances  called 
Mitates;  on  which  occafion,  the  nobles  would 
harangue  the  multitude,  and  proceed  immediately 
to  the  Spanifh  quarters,  in  order  to  extirpate  thofe 
infolent  Grangers  who  kept  their  monarch  prifoner, 
and  treated  even  their  gods  with  outrage  and  con¬ 
tempt.  On  the  morning  that  preceded  the  ap¬ 
pointed  dav,  fome  of  the  chief  promoters  of  this 
fedition  came  to  afk  Alvarado’s  permiilion  to  ce¬ 
lebrate  their  feflival ;  but,  that  very  night,  he  un¬ 
derstood,  they  were  bufily  employed  in  concealing  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  arms  in  houfes  near  the 
temple.  Then  all  his  doubts  vanifhed,  and  he  re- 
folved  to  anticipate  the  execution  of  their  fcheme, 
by  afiaulting  them  before  they  fhould  have  time  to 

take 
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take  arms  or  raife  the  populace.  He  accordingly 
went  forth,  accompanied  by  fifty  of  his  men,  on 
pretence  of  feeing  the  aiverfion,  and  Ending  them 
intoxicated  with  liquor  and  excefs  of  joy,  he  at¬ 
tacked  and  difperfed  them  without  oppofition  ;  a 
good  number  was  killed  and  wounded  in  their 
flight,  and  thefe  being  if  ripped  of  their  jewels  and 
ornaments  by  the  Spaniards,  Alvarado  retired  with¬ 
out  making  the  people  acquainted  with  the  motives 
of  his  indignation  ;  fo  that  they  imputed  the  affau.lt 
to  his  avarice  alone,  and  the  daughter  and  pillage 
of  their  nobility  before  their  eyes  incenfed  them  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  prefently  ran  to  arms,  and, 
in  a  twinkling,  a  very  formidable  infurredfion  en- 
fued.  They  had  made  feveral  attacks  upon  the 
quarters,  and  even  killed  three  or  four  Spaniards  $ 
by  which  exploits,  their  courage  and  prefumptiou 
foared  fo  high,  that,  far  from  fearing  the  refentment 
of  Cortes  with  his  increafed  army,  they  had  re¬ 
treated  to  another  part  of  the  town,  and  left  the 
entrance  free,  that,  after  all  the  Spaniards  fhould  be 
united  in  one  body,  they  might  furround  and  de¬ 
ft  roy  them  at  once, 

Hernan  feverely  reprehended  Alvarado  for  his, 
rafhnefs  and  want  of  confideration,  in  leaving  the 
quarters,  and  hazarding  himfelf  and  his  people, 
when  the  city  was  in  fuch  commotion  ;  and  above 
all,  for  his  having  concealed  from  Motezuma  the 
firft  intelligence  he  had  received  :  he  likewife 
blamed  him  for  his  inadvertency,  in  retiring  without 
having  explained  to  the  populace  the  cauie  of  fuch 
a  violent  affault;  and  Alvarado  was  fo  well  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  own  indiferetion,  that  he  defired  he 
might  be  imprifoned,  with  a  view  to  appeafe  their 
clamours,  and  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  enraged: 
multitude. 

1'hey  attempted  nothing  that  whole  night,  and 
the  fame  myfierio.us  filence  prevailing  next  morning, 

E  4  Cortes- 
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Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz,  at  the  head  of  four 
hundred  Spanifh  and  Tlafcalan  foldiers,  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  principal  ftreets,  and,  if  poiTible,  dive 
into  their  defigns.  He  had  not  proceeded  far, 
when  he  difcovered  a  body  of  armed  men,  detached 
on  purpofe  to  decoy  and  draw  him  on;  and  having 
advanced  a  good  way,  in  order  to  take  fome  prifo- 
ners,  he  was  all  at  once  oppofed  by  an  innume¬ 
rable  multitude,  who  marched  boldly  up  to  his 
front  ;  another  army,  which  had  been  concealed 
in  the  crofs  ftreets,  attacked  him  in  the  rear,  and 
all  the  terraces  and  windows  on  each  fide,  were 
filled  with  armed  men,  who  fhowered  upon  them 
an  infinite  quantity  of  hones  and  miftile  wea¬ 
pons. 

Diego  de  Ordaz,  finding  his  retreat  cut  off,  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  he  could  not  apprize  Cortes  of 
his  danger,  formed  a  fecond  front  with  his  rear, 
and  ordered  his  men  to  employ  their  pikes  and 
fwords  againft  the  torrents  of  enemies  below,  while 
his  fire-arms  were  plyed  againft  thofe  above.  The 
heat  of  the  engagement  v/as  not  of  long  continu¬ 
ance  ;  for,  tho*  the  Indians  advanced  with  great 
fury  and  refolution,  their  attacks  were  carried  on 
in  fuch  a  tumultuous  manner,  that  confufton  and 
diforder  immediately  enfued,  and  they  foon  retired 
to  a  diftance  where  they  could  neither  offend  nor 
be  offended'.  The  windows  and  terraces  being 
quickly  cleared  by  the  fire  arms,  Diego  de  Ordaz 
thought  it  was  time  to  retreat,  tho’  he  was  befet  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  obliged  him  to  cut  his  way 
fword  in  hand,  and,  before  he  could  reach  the  quar¬ 
ters,  he  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  men  were 
wounded,  and  feven  foldiers' left  dead  upon  the 
fpot. 

Cortes,  found  by  this  experiment,  that  it  was  now 
no  time  to  negotiate,  and  refolved  to  make  a  ge¬ 
neral  fall y  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces,  in 

order 
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order  to  compel  them,  by  dint  of  hoflilities,  to  fue 
for  an  accommodation  :  for,  Motezuma  was  diffi¬ 
dent  of  his  own  authority,  nor  had  the  infurredfion 
any  leader  of  influence,  with  whom  he  could  enter 
into  a  treaty. 

Mean  while,  the  Mexicans  looking  upon  the  re¬ 
treat  of  Diego  de  Ordaz  as  a  flight,  followed  him 
with  inconceivable  fury  and  refolution,  until  the  ar¬ 
tillery  from  the  quarters  made  a  terrible  daughter  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  they  fell  back,  tho’  they 
halted  in  fight,  in  order  to  form  a  new  plan,  that 
they  might  return  to  the  attack  with  redoubled  vi¬ 
gour.  All  the  ftreets  were  immediately  filled  with 
armed  men  ;  their  drums  and  fhelis  founded  the  fig- 
nal  for  the  affault ;  and  they  advanced  again  with 
great  impetuofity,  their  vanguard  being  com  poled 
of  archers  to  clear  the  walls,  that  the  reft  of  the 
army  might  approach:  and  indeed,  their  difcharges 
were  fo  thick,  that  the  quarters  were  almoft  filled 
with  arrows  ;  and  the  Spaniards  obliged  to  employ 
a  number  of  hands  to  remove  them,  otherwise 
they  would  have  blocked  up  the  way  to  the  ram¬ 
parts.  While  the  archers  were  thus  employed,  the 
reft  rufhed  in  like  a  flood,  notwithftanding  the  ter¬ 
rible  havock  which  the  cannon  and  frnall  arms  made 
among  them  ;  they  even  advanced  to  the  very  gates,, 
which  they  endeavoured  todemolifh  with  their  Hinted 
inftruments ;  fome  leaped  upon  the  {boulders  of 
their  companions,  and  ethers  made  ladders  of  their 
lances  and  pikes,  in  order  to  fcale  the  walls  or  the 
windows ;  as  one  fett  were  wounded  and  fell, 
others  fupplied  their  places,  trampling  upon  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  their  friends  and  countrymen,  as  if  they  had 
been  ftrangers  to  fear  or  companion  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
they  fought  like  favage  beafts  of  prey,  when  mad¬ 
dened  by  famine  and  revenge.  Neverthelefs,  they 
were  at  length  repulfed,  and  retired  to  the  crofs- 
ftreets  for  cover,  uli  the  approach  of  night,  when 
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they  raifed  another  terrible  alarm,  by  {hooting 
fire-arrows  into  the  quarters,  fo  as  to  produce  a 
dreadful  conflagration  in  different  parts  of  the 
building,  which  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  break 
down  walls,  in  order  to  prevent  the  communication 
of  the  flames,  and  afterwards  toil,  during  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  night,  in  repairing  the  breaches  they 
had  made,  that  they  might  be  in  a  proper  pofture 
of  defence. 

In  the  morning,  the  enemy  appeared  at  a  diftance^ 
feemingly  afraid  of  advancing  within  cannon-lhot, 
and  provoked  the  Spaniards  with  injurious  re¬ 
proaches,  to  come  forth  to  battle.  Cortes,  who 
had  been  refolved  to  make  a  faliy,  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  this  provocation,  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
his  foidiers  with  a  Ihort  fpeech,  exhorting  them  to 
revenge,  and  finding  them  impatient  of  delay, 
formed  his  whole  force  into  three  battalions,  two 
of  which  were  ordered  to  clear  the  crofs-ftreets, 
while  he  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  the  third,  fhould 
take  the  ftreet  of  Tacuba,  where  the  greateft  body 
of  the  enemy  was  polled  ;  and  as  he  laid  his  ac¬ 
count  with  being  attacked  in  front  and  rear  at  the 
fame  time,  he  formed  a  double  front  in  each  divi- 
fion,  according  to  the  method  followed  by  Diego  de 
Ordaz  in  his  retreat. 

This  difpofition  being  made,  they  fallied  forth 
upon  the  Mexicans,  who  fuftained  the  firft  charge 
without  giving  ground,  and  even  fought  hand  to 
hand  with  clubs  and  two-handed  fwords,  which 
.  they  managed  with  defperate  fury  :  nor  could  the 
fire-arms,  which  were  levelled  at  the  galleries  and 
windows,  prevent  the  fhowers  of  ftones  and  jave¬ 
lins,  which  fell  fo  thick  that  -it  was  neceffary  to  fet 
fome  houfes  on  fire.  At  laft,  the  Indians  gave 
wav,  but,  as  they  retreated,  they  broke  down  the 
bridges  of  the  ftreets,  fo  that  the .  Spaniards,  were 
obliged  to  fill  up  the.  ditches,  before  they  could  pro- 
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ccute  the  victory.  While  Cortes  advanced  in  this 
manner,  the  other  two  battalions  charged  the 
multitude  that  poiTefted  the  ftreetson  the  hides,  and, 
by  thefe  means,  fecured  a  retreat,  and  drove  the 
enemy  in  a  body  before  them,  until  they  penetrated 
as  far  as  the  opening  into  a  large  fquare,  where  the 
three  divifions  joined,  and  the  Mexicans  betook 
themfelves  to  Eight  with  the  fame  precipitation 
which  had  appeared  in  their  attack. 

Cortes  would  not  allow  his  men  to  profecute 
this  vidlory,  but  retired  without  oppofition,  having 
loft  ten  or  twelve  foldiers  in  the  adlion,  which  coft 
the  enemy  fo  dear  that  the  canals  of  the  city  were 
tinged  with  blood,  and  the  dead  bodies  lay  in  in¬ 
credible  heaps,  as  fo  many  fpecfacles  of  horror. 
During  three  days,  which  Hernan  allotted  for  the 
cure  of  the  wounded,  and  the  refrefhment  of  his 
troops,  he  artfully  renewed  his  overtures  of  peace, 
by  means  of  home  Mexicans,  who  were  in  the  fer~ 
vice  of  Motezuma,  and  went  out  with  divers  pro- 
pofals :  but  they  were  extremely  ill  treated  by  the 
enemy,  and  fome  of  them  never  returned  ;  dread¬ 
ing,  perhaps,  the  rife  of  being  involved  in  the  de- 
ftrudftion  of  the  Spaniards,  for  which  they  few  fuch 
formidable  preparations  on  foot.  Nor  did  Cortes 
confide  fo  much  in  his  negotiation,  as  to  flacken  in 
his  vigilance  and  precaution.  Among  other  expe¬ 
dients,  he  contrived  four  wooden  towers  to  be 
moved  by  wheels,  each  capable  of  containing 
twenty  or  thirty  men,  who  could  fight  under  co¬ 
ver,  in  firing  houfes  or  breaking  through  the  bar— 
ricadoes  which  were  raifed  in  the  principal  ftreets, 
Thefe  machines  being  finifhed,  he,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  Motezuma,  who  wifhed  for  nothing 
fo  much  as  the  reduction  of  his  rebellious  fubjects,, 
made  a  fecond  fally  with  the  major  part  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  the  whole  body  of  Tlafcalans,  who  had  done 
good  fervice  in  the  laft  engagement, fome  pieces  of  ar¬ 
id  6  tillery. 
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tillery,  the  wooden  towers,  and  a  few  led  horfes,  to 
be  ufed  occafionally.  The  Mexicans,  who  had 
augmented  their  army,  which  was  commanded  by 
the  principal  nobles,  waited  for  them  in  profound 
filence ;  but,  no  fooner  had  the  Chriftians  begun 
their  march,  than  they  were  furprized  with  the 
hoarfe  and  difmal  found  of  their  drums  and  fea- 
fhells,  and  the  (bouts  of  an  innumerable  multitude, 
which  advanced  with  unufual  regularity  and  amazing 
refolution,  giving  and  receiving  the  firft  charges 
without  flinching:  nay,  when  they  were  obliged  to 
'give  ground,  they  retired  leifurely,  without  turning 
their  backs,  and,  at  every  canal  or  barricado,  re¬ 
newed  the  fight  with  fuch  obftinacy,  that  they 
could  not  be  diflodged  without  the  artillery.  They 
difcharged  their  lances  and  arrows  in  a  regular 
manner  ;  fome  of  them  fwam  up  and  down  the  ca¬ 
nals,  feeking  opportunities  to  wound  the  Spaniards 
with  long  pikes ;  they  tumbled  down  from  the  gal¬ 
leries  and  terraces  great  (tones  and  fragments  of 
rocks,  provided  for  the  purpofe,  by  which  the  mo¬ 
ving  towers  were  in  a  little  time  (hattered  to  pieces  ; 
and,  in  a  word,  fought  with  fuch  method  and  ala¬ 
crity,  as  plainly  denoted  their  attention  to  the  or¬ 
ders  of  one  man,  whom  they  obeyed  as  their  fove- 
reign  or  general. 


> 


C  H  A  P, 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  85 


C  H  A  P.  XXV. 

The  fight  is  renewed  with  greater  vigour  than  ever  % 
the  Indian  emperor  continues  faithful  to  Cortes ,  and 
harangues  the  Mexicans ;  but  is  wounded  by  a Jione , 
and  expires ,  conjuring  Cortes-  to  avenge  his  fall  y  he 
is  buried  by  his  fubjefls  with  great  folemnity  and  la¬ 
mentations  ;  a  new  emperor  chojen ;  a  hold  attempt 
of  two  Indians  upon  the  per f on  of  Cortes ,  who  mi- 
raculoufiy  efcapes  the  moft  imminent  danger . 

THE  engagement  lafted  the  greateft  part  of  the 
day;  great  damage  was  done  to  the  city  by 
burning  the  houfes,  and  the  Mexicans  loft  an  ocean 
of  blood  ;  but,  as  the  Spaniards  and  their  confe¬ 
derates  met  with  fuch  oppofition,  and  were  obliged 
to  difpute  the  ground  by  inches  from  trench  to 
trench,  night  drew  on  before*  Cortes  could  make 
much  progrefs,  and  as  he  could  not  pretend  to 
maintain  the  pofts  he  had  gained,  he  retired  to  his 
quarters  with  the  lofs  of  forty  men,  chiefly  Tlaf- 
calans ;  tho’  fifty  Spaniards  were  grievoufly  wound¬ 
ed,  and  he  himfelf  fhot  with  an  arrow  in  the  left 
hand.  But,  his  internal  anguifh  was  much  more 
violent  than  the  pain  of  this  external  hurt.  He 
confidered  that  notwithftanding;  the  advantage  he 
had  over  the  Mexicans  in  valour  and  military  (kill, 
his  numbers  muft  infenfibly  diminifh,  in  a  feries  of 
fuch  victories  ;  and  that,  in  cafe  of  a  general  revolt 
againft  Motezuma,  they  might  eafily  ftarve  him  in 
his  quarters.  Nor  did  the  Indian  emperor  pafs  the 
night  with  more  tranquillity  :  he  had,  from  the  high- 
eft  turret  of  the  palace,  obferved  the  battle,  in 
which  he  could  eafily  diftinguifh  the  cacique  of 
Iztapalapa,  and  other  nobles,  who  might  afpire  to 
the  empire.  He  dreaded  the  lofs  of  his  authority, 
and  forefeeing  that  he  could  never  hope  to  retrieve 
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the  -fubmiflion  and  obedience  of  his  fubjedls,  while 
the  Spaniards  remained  in  Mexico,  he  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  fent  for  Cortes,  to  whom  he  communicated  his 
fentiments,  conjuring  him  to  quit  the  city,  that  he 
might  return  to  his  own  palace,  refume  the  reins 
of  government,  and  quell  the  feditions  of  his 
people.  Hernan  made  a  virtue  of  neceility,  and 
aflented  to  the  propofal,  refolving  to  retire  for  the 
prefent,  that  he  might  have  leifure  to  concert  a  new 
plan,  and  be  enabled  to  execute  it  with  a  better 
profpect  of  fuccefs.  But  this  conference  was  in¬ 
terrupted  by  an  alarm,  in  confequence  of  which., 
he  learned  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  with  great 
fury  to  make  a  general  attack  upon  the  quarters. 
Indeed  they  rufiied/  on  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that 
notwithftanding  the  havock  made  among  them  by 
the, artillery,  fro, all  arms,  and  valour  of  the  defen¬ 
dants,  fome  of  them  got  footing  within  the  very 
works fo  that  Hernan  was  obliged  to  form  a  body 
of  referve  in  the  principal  court,  from  which  he 
fent  detachments  occafionally,  to  fupport  thofe  who 
were  hard  prefled  or  fatigued  with  adlion.  In  this 
emergency,  Motezuma  propofed  that  he  ihould 
ftiew  himfeif  to  his  vaffals  from  the  wall,  command 
the  feditious  populace  to  retire,  and  order  the  no¬ 
bles  to  come  unarmed  into  his  prefence,  that  he 
might  know  and  take  meafures  to  red  refs  their 
grievances.  This  propofal  being  approved  by  Cor¬ 
tes,  who  hoped  that  his  appearance  would  at  lead 
give  the  Spaniards  fome  breathing-time,  though  it 
might  not  be  attended  with  any  other  advantage,., 
the  emperor  iiiftantly  adorned  himfeif  with  his 
imperial  enfigns,  wearing  the  crown,  the  mantle, 
and  the  jewels,  which  he  difplayed  upon  the  moll: 
folemn  occafions,  and  mounted  the  terrace  fronting 
the  great  avenue,  attended  by  the  principal  Mexi¬ 
cans  who  continued  in  his  fervice.  He  pafled 
through  a  lane  formed  by  the  garrifon,  and  one  of 
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his  attendants  advancing  to  the  rails,  called  with  a 
loud  voice  to  the  rebels,  that  the  great  Motezuma 
had  condefcended  to  come  forth,  in  order  to  hear 
and  redrefs  their  grievances.  At  mention  of  his 
name,  their  outcries  inftantly  ceafed  ;  they  flood 
motionlefs  and  filent,  as  if  they  had  been  over¬ 
awed  by  the  prefence  of  fomething  fupernatural ; 
and  when  he  appeared,  the  whole  multitude  hum¬ 
bled  themfelves  to  the  earth.  He  looked  around 
him  with  an  air  of  majefty,  and  diftinguifhing  the 
nobles  in  the  croud,  defired  them  feverally  by  name 
to  approach :  then  having  honoured  them  with  the 
appellation  of  friends  and  kinfmen,  he  thanked 
them  for  the  zeal  and  affedl ion  ,  they  had  expreiled 
for  his  perfon,  and  made  a  fhort  harangue  to  the 
people,  reprefenting  that  they  were  abluated  by  a 
principle  of  miflaken  loyalty ;  that  his  redding 
among  the  Spaniards  was  not  the  effedt  of  com- 
pulfion  ;  that  he  was  now  refolved  to  difmifs  the- 
Grangers  from  his  court;  and  that  he  expended  his 
fuhjedfs  would  therefore  lay  down  their  arms,  in 
which  cafe  he  would  freely  pardon  the  outrages  they 
already  committed. 

Such  condefcenfion  in  a  prince,  whofe  com¬ 
mands  they  had  been  ufed  to  obey  with  fear  and 
trembling,  made  fuch  impreftion  upon  the  hearers, 
that  many  wept  with  companion  to  fee  the  emperor 
fo  humbled  ;  and  the  reft  hung  their  heads  in  filence 
and  fufpenfe,  when,  all  of  a  fudden,  this  favour¬ 
able  difpofition  was  deftroyed,  by  the  murmurs  of 
home  emiftaries  belonging  to  the  prince  who  was 
defigned  as  fucceflor  to  Motezuma.  They  up¬ 
braided  this  unhappy  prince  with  the  epithets  of 
coward,  prifoner,  and  flave,  and  raifed  fuch  a  cla¬ 
mour  among  the  people,  that  their  companion  was 
turned  into  rage  ;  they  curfed  him  with  the  mod: 
opprobrious  inveblives  ;  his  motions  with  the  head 
and  hand  were  difregardcd ;  his  efforts  to  fpeak 
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were  rendered  ineffectual  by  their  repeated  fhouts  ;■ 
and,  at  laft,  they  let  fly  a  fhower  of  arrows  againft 
him.  Two  foldiers,  who  were  placed  near  him, 
endeavoured  to  cover  him  with  their  bucklers  ;  but, 
in  fpite  of  all  their  care,  he  was  wounded  in  diffe¬ 
rent  places,  and  received  upon  his  temple  a  terrible 
blow  with  a  hone,  which  felled  him  to  the  ground. 
Cortes,  whole  grief  at  this  accident  was  inexpref- 
fible,  caufed  him  to  be  carried  to  his  apartment, 
while  he  himfelf  giving  way  to  the  firft  tranfports 
of  his  indignation,  refolved  to  flay  and  take  ven¬ 
geance  upon  the  authors  of  this  misfortune.  But 
he  found  no  enemy  upon  whom  he  could  wreak 
his  refentment;  for,  the  Mexicans,  feeing  the  em¬ 
peror  fall,  were  ftruck  with  fuch  horror  and  con- 
ffernation,  that  they  inflantly  fled,  as  if  they  had 
thought  themfelves  purfued  by  the  judgment  of 
heaven. 

The  haplefs  Motezuma  foon  recovered  his  fen- 
fation,  to  feel  the  keenefi:  pangs  of  defpair.  He 
became  frantic  with  rage,  imprecated  the  moil 
dreadful  curfes  upon  his  rebellious  vaffals  ;  lent  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  remonflrances  and  confolations  of 
the  general,  who  exerted  all  his  eloquence  to  footh 
and  comfort  his  afflidfion  ;  and  when  his  wounds 
were  dreffed,  tore  off  the  dreflings,  and  attempted 
to  put  an  end  to  his  life;  fo  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  reffrain  him  by  force.  The  wound  in  his  head 
was  of  itfelf  very  dangerous,  but  his  violent  agi¬ 
tation  of  mind  and  body  foon  rendered  it  mortal ; 
and  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  take  any  manner  of 
fuftenance.  Cortes  perceiving  the  emperor’s  end 
approaching,  conjured  him  to  have  fome  regard  to 
his  foul,  by  renouncing  his  idolatry,  and  embracing 
the  true  religion  ;  father  Bartholome  d’  Olmedo 
employed  all  his  rhetoric  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
Donna  Marina  did  all  that  was  in  her  power  to 
facilitate  his  converfion.  But  all  their  endeavours 
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were  ineffefkial ;  he  continued  firm  and  bigotted  to 
the  fuperftition  of  his  own  country,  and  expired  in 
a  delirium  of  paftion,  after  having  conjured  the 
general  to  revenge  his  death. 

The  deplorable  fate  of  Motezuma  overwhelmed 
Cortes  with  grief  and  concern,  which  he  could  not 
help  manifefting  by  his  tears :  he  had  a  fincere  af¬ 
fection  for  that  prince,  and  his  whole  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs  centered  in  his  voluntary  fubmiffion  to  the 
king  of  Spain  ;  fo  that  now  he  found  himfelf  ob¬ 
liged  to  form  a  new  plan,  and  quit  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  he  enjoyed  by  his  influence  at  the  court  of 
Mexico.  In  this  perplexity,  the  firft  ftep  he  took 
was  to  appoint  fix  of  Motezuma’s  principal  at¬ 
tendants,  (fome  of  whom  were  priefts)  to  carry 
out  his  body  to  the  rebels,  and  tell  the  princes  who 
headed  them,  that  he  had  fent  them  the  corpfe  of 
their  late  fovereign,  whom  they  themfelves  had 
murdered  ;  and  who,  before  his  death,  had  conjured 
him  by  the  mo  ft  prefting  inftances,  to  revenge  his 
wrongs,  and  chaftife  them  for  their  abominable  re¬ 
bellion  :  but,  as  he  fuppofed  the  infurreflion  was 
owing  to  the  brutal  fury  of  the  populace,  unap¬ 
proved  by  the  nobles,  he  once  more  propofed  peace, 
and  gave  them  leave  to  fend  deputies,  alluring  them 
he  was  ready  to  accept  any  reafonable  conditions ; 
whereas,  fhould  they  negledf  his  propofal,  he 
would  treat  them  as  the  worft  of  rebels,  and  Mo¬ 
tezuma  being  dead,  out  of  refpedl  to  whom  he  bad 
hitherto  moderated  his  refentment,  he  would  lay 
wafte  their  city,  and  deftroy  them  with  fire  and 
fword. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  quarters,  the  bearers 
of  the  corpfe  were  met  by  a  body  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  threw  down  their  arms  and  followed  this 
venerable  burthen  with  marks  of  the  rnoft  profound 
reverence  and  refpedf.  All  the  polls  were  aban¬ 
doned,  the  city  was  filled  with  outcries  and  lamen¬ 
tations  j 
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tations ;  and  tiro’  they  had  already  elected  another 
emperor,  they  did  not  fail  to  teftify  their  penitence 
by  the  mod  violent  expreflions  of  forrow,  repeat¬ 
ing  the  name  of  Motezuma,  and  running  up  and 
down  the  ffreets  in  clamorous  tumults,  which  did 
not  fubfide  till  morning,  when  they  conveyed  him 
to  the  mountain  of  Chapultepeque,  and  there  per¬ 
formed  his  obfequies  with  great  Solemnity  and  un¬ 
common  figns  of  contrition. 

Thus  fell  Motezuma,  the  mod  powerful  empe¬ 
ror  who  had  ever  fat  upon  the  Mexican  throne  ;  he 
reigned  feventeen  years,  was  the  eleventh  in  the 
number  of  emperor?,  and  fecond  of  the  name. 
He  left  four  fons  and  three  daughters  two  of  the 
former,  who  lived  with  their  father  in  his  confine¬ 
ment,  were  killed  by  the  Mexicans  in  the  retreat  of 
Cortes  :  the  ladies  were  afterwards  converted,  and 
married  to  Spaniards.  But  the  moil  illuftrious  of 
all  his  defcendants  was  his  fon,  who,  at  his  bapti  fm, 
took  the  name  of  Don  Pedro  de  Motezuma,  and 
received  many  favours  from  his  majefty,  who  not 
only  gave  him  considerable  poffeflions  in  New  Spain, 
but  alfo  honoured  him  with  the  title  of  Count  de 
Motezuma,  which  is  {fill  preferved  by  his  poffe- 
rity. 

During  the  laft  illnefs  of  the  emperor,  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  made  no  attempt  upon  the  Spanifh  quarters ;  a, 
celTation  which  Cortes  attributed  to  the  confcious 
horror  of  the  crime  they  had  committed  :  tho’,  in 
faff,  it  was  owing  to  the  avocation  of  their  leaders 
and  nobility,  who  were  wholly  ingrofTed  by  the 
inauguration  of  Quiiayaca,  cacique  of  Jztapalapa, 
whom  they  had  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Mexico  : 
this  prince,  however,  did  not-  many  days  furvive 
his  exaltation,  and  his  memory  is  almoft  forgot 
among  the  Indians  of  that  country. 

loftead  of  liftening  to  the  propofals  fent  by  the 
fervants  of  Motezuma,  the  Mexicans  renewed  the 

war 
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war  with  greater  vigour  than  they  had  ever  exerted. 
On  the  morning  that  fueceeded  the  funeral  of  their 
late  emperor,  all  the  ftreets  were,  by  break  of  day, 
filled  with  armed  men,  and  they  had  garrifoned  the 
towers  of  a  temple  which  overlooked  and  com¬ 
manded  part  of  the  Spanifh  quarters.  This  import 
tant  poft,  which  was  defended  by  five  hundred  cho- 
fen  men  of  the  nobility,  Cortes  refolved  to  carry 
at  all  events.  He  drew  the  greateft  part  of  his 
ftrengtri  without  the  wall,  and  having  formed  a 
number  of  battalions  fufficient  to  cut  off  all  com¬ 
munication  between  thofe  who  were  in  the  towers 
and  the  reft  of  the  Indians,  he  ordered  captain 
Efcobar,  with  his  company  reinforced  by  one  hun¬ 
dred  Spaniards,  to  attack  the  temple,  which  was  of 
difficult  accefs.  This  officer  was  permitted  to  reach 
the  low^er  porch,  without  oppofition ;  but,  all  at 
once,  the  defendants,  from  the  upper  porch,  made 
fuch  a  terrible  difcharge  of  arrows,  lances,  huge 
ftones,  and  half-burnt  beams  of  timber,  provided 
for  the  occafion,  that  the  affailants  were  put  in  dif-„ 
order,  and,  after  having  returned  three  times  to  the 
attack,  obliged  to  retreat  in  confufion. 

Cortes,  who  with  a  troop  of  horfe  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  fupporting  thofe  who  needed  his  affiftance, 
no  fooner  beheld  the  difcomftture  of  Efcobar,  than 
he  flew  to  his  fuccour.  Having  quitted  his  horfe, 
he  caufed  a  fhield  to  be  faftened  to  his  wounded 
arm,  and  unfheathing  his  fword,  advanced  to  the 
flairs  with  fuch  intrepidity  as  infpired  his  followers 
with  ambition  to  imitate  his  glorious  example. 
The  adlion  was  inftantly  renewed  with  amazing  ob~ 
ftinacy.  The  defendants  fought  hand  to  hand, 
like  men  determined  to  die  rather  than  furrender  : 
the  very  priefts  fell  valiantly  fighting  and  exhorting 
in  the  name  of  their  gods  ;  and  though  the  valour 
of  Cortes  and  his  followers  was  irrefiftible,  the 
Mexicans  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  cut  in  pieces  to 
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a  man,  before  the  Chriftians  could  obtain  pofteffion 
of  the  poft,  which  was  gained,  however,  without 
the  lofs  of  one  Spanifh  foldier,  tho’  many  were 
wounded.  In  the  heat  of  this  engagement,  two 
Indians,  who  had  devoted  their  lives  to  the  fervice  of 
their  country,  feeing  the  general  upon  the  top  of 
the  temple,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  approach¬ 
ed  him  like  fuppliants,  then  darting  up  and  feizing 
him  with  great  violence,  endeavoured  to  pufh  him 
over  the  rails  ;  but,  finding  they  could  not  accom- 
plifli  their  aim,  as  he  difen  gaged  himfelf  with  fome 
difficulty,  they  threw  themfelves  headlong  from  the 
tower,  and  dafhed  their  brains  out  againft  the 
pavement. 

The  general  ordered  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
provifion,  which  was  found  in  this  temple,  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  quarters ;  then  he  commanded  the 
Tlafcalans  to  fet  fire  to  the  building  and  feveral 
other  houfes,  fo  as  that  the  artillery  might  com¬ 
mand  the  whole  eminence :  and  taking  a  view  of 
the  engagement  below,  he  perceived  the  Spaniards 
very  warmly  charged  in  the  ftreet  of  Tacuba, 
which  they  defended  with  great  difficulty.  He 
forthwith  mounted  his  horfe  and  haftened  to  their 
affiftance,  after  having  ordered  Efcobar,with  his  men, 
to  follow  with  all  poffible  expedition.  Mean  while, 
he  attacked  the  multitude  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry, 
wounding,  killing,  or  trampling  under  foot,  all 
that  flood  in  his  way:  but,  yielding  too  much  to 
the  impetuofity  of  his  own  courage,  he  advanced 
into  the  crowd  fo  far  before  the  reft  of  his  troops, 
that  his  retreat  was  effedfually  cut  off,  and  riding 
into  another  ftreet,  where  he  hoped  to  meet  with 
lefs  refiftance,  he  fell  in  among  a  body  of  Mexi¬ 
cans,  who  had  taken  his  friend  Andres  de  Duero, 
in  confequence  of  his  horfe’s  having  (tumbled,  and 
were  conveying  him  alive  as  a  facrifice  to  their 
gods.  Cortes  inftantly  charged  them  with  incon¬ 
ceivable 
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celvable  fury,  fo  as  to  diforder  the  whole  convoy, 
and  Duero  taking  this  opportunity  of  their  confu- 
fron,  and  drawing  a  poignard  which  they  had  over¬ 
looked  when  they  difarmed  him,  difengaged  him* 
felf  by  the  death  of  thofe  who  held  him  ;  then  re¬ 
covering  his  horfe  and  lance,  the  two  friends  broke 
through  all  oppofition,  at  a  full  gallop,  and  effedted 
a  moft  miraculous  retreat. 

The  Mexicans  now  retired  on  all  Tides  with  great 
precipitation,  and  the  general  withdrew  his  men 
into  the  quarters,  after  they  had  made  dreadful  ha- 
vock  among  the  enemy,  and  burned  a  good  part 
of  the  city  ;  and  what  contributed  to  the  purer  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  vidfory,  they  had  not  loft  one  man 
during  the  whole  engagement:  tho’ the  Mexicans, 
in  painting  this  day’s  exploit,  which  they  confidered 
as  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  adtions  of  Cortes, 
reprefented  feveral  Spaniards  precipitated  from  the 
towers  of  the  temple,  and  feveral  lying  dead  and 
wounded  below  :  an  in  (lance  of  that  partiality 
which  is  found  in  the  hiftorians  of  almoft  every  na¬ 
tion  under  the  fun. 
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77;*  Indians  every  where  defeated ;  have  recourfe  to 
Ji  rat  a  gem  on  the  failure  of  force  \  hut  Cortes  pre¬ 
pares  to  counter  ah  them  ;  and  evacuates  Mexico , 
with  his  army  by  nighty  he  is  affaulted  in  his 
retreat ,  lofes  a  great  many  men ,  and  all  his  pri- 
fonersy  and  is  engaged  in  many  dangerous  fkir- 
mijhes ;  but  at  length  obtains  a  precife  victory ,  by 
feizing  the  royal  Jlandard  of  Mexico . 

NEXT  day,  the  enemy  demanded  a  parley, 
which  being  granted  by  Cortes,  fome  of  the 
nobles  approached  the  walls,  and  propofed  from  the 
new  emperor,  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  immedi¬ 
ately  march  down  to  the  fea-fide,  and  embark  in 
their  large  canoes  ;  in  which  cafe,  there  would  be 
a  reflation  from  all  hoflilities  :  but,  fhould  this  pro- 
pofal  be  rejedled,  every  foul  of  them  muft  inevi¬ 
tably  perifh  ;  for  the  Mexicans  were  now  convinced 
by  experience  that  the  Spaniards  were  mortal,  and 
tho’  the  death  of  every  Chriftian  fhould  coil  them 
twenty  thoufand  lives,  they  were  refolved  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  attacks,  and  would  have  a  number  of 
men,  at  laft,  fufficientto  rejoice  at  their  fuccefs. 

Cortes  replied,  that  the  Spaniards  never  pretended 
to  be  immortal  5  tho’  they  were  fo  much  fuperior  to 
the  Mexicans  in  courage  and  all  other  refpedfs,  that, 
with  his  handful  of  men,  he  durft  undertake  the 
deftrudlion  of  their  whole  empire :  but,  being 
moved  with  the  calamities  they  had  already  fullered 
through  their  own  obftinacy,  he  was  determined  to 
depart,  efpecially  fince  his  bufmefs  was  at  an  end, 
by  the  death  of  Motezuma,  whofe  friendfhip  and 
bounty  had  detained  him  at  Mexico ;  and  that  he 
only  waited  until  the  neceifary  preparations  could 

be 
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be  made  for  his  march,  and  other  articles  agreed 
upon,  for  the  advantage  and  fatisfa&ion  of  both 
parties. 

The  deputies  feemed  to  be  very  well  pleafed  with 
this  anfwer,  tho*  the  overtures  they  had  made  were 
calculated  for  a  very  perfidious  purpofe.  In  a  word, 
it  had  been  agreed,  in  the  council  of  the  new  em¬ 
peror,  to  diftrefs  the  Spaniards  by  famine,  and  ra¬ 
ther  than  expofe  themfelves  to  fuch  terrible  daughter 
as  they  had  always  fullered  from  the  artillery  and 
firearms,  amufe  the  Chridians  with  negotiation, 
until  they  fhould  be  weakened  and  difpirited  by 
hunger,  when  they  could  fall  upon  them  with  more 
advantage.  They  recollected  that  three  fons  of 
Motezuma,  and  other  perfons  of  diftinction,  were 
prifoners  in  the  Spanifh  quarters  ;  but  all  thefe  they 
willingly  devoted  as  facrilices  to  the  good  of  their 
country,  except  their  chief  pried:,  whom  they  re¬ 
vered  as  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  empire,  and  re- 
folved,  if  poffible,  to  deliver. 

For  this  purpofe,  the  deputies  returned  that  fame 
evening,  to  propofe  that  fame  of  the  Mexican  pri¬ 
foners  fhould  be  fent  to  the  emperor  with  inftrudti- 
ons  touching  the  capitulation,  that  there  might  be 
no  mifunderflanding  in  the  cafe;  and  artfully  hinted 
that  no  body  was  lb  proper  as  a  certain  ancient 
prieft,  who,  being  an  intelligent  man,  would  be 
able  to  explain  all  doubts,  and  remove  whatever 
difficulties  might  be  darted.  The  general  perceived 
their  drift,  but  concealed  his  fuipicion,  that  he 
might  be  more  fully  certified  of  their  real  deligns  ; 
and  he  was  not  at  all  forry  to  part  with  an  old  wicked 
idolater,  whofe  perfon  and  principles  he  abhorred. 
He  therefore  affented  to  the  propofal,  and  made 
the  pried  acquainted  with  his  demands,  touching 
the  neceffaries  he  fhould  want  for  his  march  ;  re- 
folving,  fhould  he  really  return,  to  explain  himfelf 
by  fome  additional  dipulations,  importing  that  they 

fhould 
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fhould  lay  down  their  arms  and  deliver  hoftages  $ 
with  other  matters  of  greater  confequence.  But 
they  had  no  intention  to  fend  him  back,  or  to  agree 
to  any  pacific  convention ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
fentinels  difcovered  that  the  enemy  were  bufily  em¬ 
ployed  in  calling  up  trenches  and  works  to  defend 
the  paffage  of  the  canals,  and  had  detached  fome 
bodies  of  men  to  the  lake,  in  order  to  breakdown 
the  bridges  of  the  principal  caufey,  and  cut  off  all 
communication  with  the  road  leading  to  Tlafcala. 
Cortes,  alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  ordered  his  men 
to  make  a  pontoon  or  bridge  of  hoards  for  thofe 
openings,  ffrong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  the 
artillery,  and  fo  portable,  as  to  be  carried  by  forty 
men. 

While  his  people  were  employed  in  executing 
this  contrivance,  he  afiembled  his  captains,  in  order 
to  determine  whether  they  fhould  retreat  by  day  or 
by  night;  for  he  had,  by  this  time,  refolved  to  re¬ 
tire  to  Tlafcala,  and  there  take  meafures  for  re¬ 
turning  to  the  fiege  of  Mexico.  The  majority  of 
the  officers  advifed  a  retreat  by  night,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Indian  fuperftition,  which  hindered 
them  from  engaging  an  enemy  after  fun-fet ;  and 
on  the  fuppofition  that,  trufting  to  the  negotiation, 
they  had  made  no  preparation  for  attacking  them  in 
their  march  upon  the  caufey,  by  means  of  their 
canoes,  which  they  could  not  eafily  aflemble  or 
manage  in  the  dark.  This  opinion  was  warmly 
oppofed  by  a  good  number,  in  which  Cortes  was 
himfelf  included,  who  reprefented  the  inconveni- 
encies  and  danger  that  would  attend  the  march  of 
an  army,  with  baggage  and  impediments,  through 
un  uncertain  road,  raifed  upon  the  waters,  in  the 
obfcurity  of  a  tempeftuous  night  and  rainy  feafon, 
which  could  not  fail  to  retard  and  impede  the  laying 
of  bridges ;  they  likewife  demonftrated  how  little 
flrefs  could  be  laid  upon  the  cuftom  or  common 

maxims 
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maxims  of  the  Mexicans,  who  had  already  in- 
fringed  them,  in  fetting  fire  to  the  quarters  and 
taking  pofieflion  of  the  temple  by  night ,  and  expa- 
tiated  upon  the  difgrace  of  retreating  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  flight,  by  which  they  fhould  hazard 
the  friendfhip  and  efieem  of  their  Indian  confede¬ 
rates.  The  queflion  in  difpute  being  put  to  the 
vote,  the  majority  declared  for  the  firfi:  propofal, 
to  which  Cortes  afiented,  and  it;  was  refolved  to 
begin  their  march  that  very  night,  that  the  enemy 
might  have  the  lefs  time  to  form  obftrudtions. 
Hernan  is  faid  to  have  facrificed  his  own  opinion 
the  more  readily  on  this  oceafion,  becaufe  he  was 
influenced  by  the  prediction  of  a  private  foldier 
called  Botello,  who  pretended  to  divination,  and 
exhorted  him  to  march  away  that  very  night,  other- 
wife  he  fhould  lofe  the  greatefl:  part  of  his  army. 
Though  Corte;  generally  laughed  at  the  prognoses 
of  this  pretended  aftrologer,  he  now  feerned  to 
liflen  with  more  than  ordinary  attention,  as,  in  all 
probability,  the  fellow  happened  to  accoft  him  in 
one  of  thofe  moments  of  weaknefs,  from  which 
the  greateft  men  are  not  exempted. 

As  foon  as  the  carpenters  had  finifhed  the  pon¬ 
toon,  which  was  thought  fufficient  to  anfwer  all 
the  gaps  in  the  caufey,  by  being  removed  from  one 
to  another  occafionally,  Cortes  difpatched  another 
Mexican  deputy,  in  order  to  amufe  the  enemy  with 
further  propofals  of  peace,  while  he  made  the  pro¬ 
per  difpofitions  for  his  retreat,  and  gave  his  cap¬ 
tains  neceflary  inftructions  how  to  behave  in  all 
emergencies.  His  vanguard  confifted  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  Spanifii  foldiers,  with  the  choiceft  of  the 
Tlafcalans,  and  twenty  horfe,  under  the  command 
of  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  Francifco  de  Azebedo, 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  Francifco  de  Lugo,  and  Andres 
de  Tapia.  The  rear  guard,  compofed  of  a  greater' 
number  of  horfe  and  foot,  was  conducted  by  Pedro 
Vox.  II.  F  de 
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de  Alvarado,  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  and  feme 
other  captains,  who  had  come  with  Narvaez.  The 
prifoners,  artillery,  and  baggage,  with  the  main 
body  of  the  army,  were  in  the  centre  ;  and  he  him- 
felf,  affifled  by  Alonfo  Davila,  Chriftoval  de  Olid, 
and  Bernardino  Vafquez  de  Tapia,  referved  one 
hundred  choice  men  to  be  employed  as  neceffity 
fhould  require.  This  order  being  formed,  he 
caufed  the  treafure  to  be  brought  into  his  apart¬ 
ment,  and  deducting  one  fifth  for  the  king,  in  thofe 
things  which  were  mod  portable,  he  delivered  it  to 
the  commiflary,  together  with  a  mare  of  his  own, 
and  fome  wounded  horfes  for  the  carriage.  The 
remainder,  amounting  to  upwards  of  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  he  left  as  a  ufelefs  and 
dangerous  incumbrance;  but,  finding  the  foldiers 
unwilling  to  lofe  their  (hare  of  fuch  a  rich  prize, 
he  gave  them  to  underftand  that  they  might  take 
what  they  could  conveniently  carry.  -  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  permiffion,  fome  of  the  moil  ava¬ 
ricious,  particularly  of  thofe  who  had  come  with 
Narvaez,  loaded  themfelves  in  fuch  a  fhameful 
manner,  that  they  daggered  under  their  burthens. 

Thefe-previcus  fteps  being  taken,  and  the  foldiers 
encouraged  by  a  fhort  fpeech  from  Cortes,  who, 
above  all  things,  recommended  vigilance  and  cau¬ 
tion,  left  they  fhould  under-rate  the  oppofition  of 
the  enemy,  they  began  their  march  about  mid¬ 
night,  with  great  fiience  and  circumfpedlion  ;  the 
wetnefs  of  the  weather  and  darknefs  of  the  night 
favouring  their  motion  ;  and  the  pontoon,  which 
they  carried  in  the  front,  was  laid  over  the  firft  ca- 
nal  before  they  met  with  the  lead  oppofition;  but, 
the  weight  of  the  artillery  and  horfe  jammed  it  fo 
faff  among  the  Hones  on  each  fide,  that  they  found 
it  impracticable  to  remove  it  ;  and  indeed  they  had 
neither  time  nor  opportunity  for  the  attempt :  for 
even  before  the  army  had  palled  the  firfl  breach  of 
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the  caufey,  they  were  fuddenly  affaulted  on  every 
fide,  and  obliged  to  take  to  their  arms  with  the  ut- 
mod  precipitation.  The  enemy  had  obferved  the 
motions  of  the  Spaniards,  aflembled  their  troops  and 
canoes  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  cover  the  lake  on  each 
fide  of  the  caufey,  and  began  the  attack  with  fo 
much  regularity  and  filence,  that  the  Chriftians  did 
not  hear  their  fhells  and  outcries  until  they  felt 
themfelves  wounded  by  their  arrows.  Had  they 
preferved  the  fame  good  order  during  the  engage¬ 
ment,  Cortes  and  his  whole  army  muft  have  been 
dedroyed;  but  they  foon  relapfed  into  their  own  na¬ 
tural  confufed  way  of  charging  in  heaps,  by  which 
means  their  canoes  ran  foul  of  each  other,  and 
were  fhattered  to  pieces,  fo  that  the  Spaniards  made 
terrible  daughter  among  the  diforderly -multitude, un¬ 
til  their  arms  were  wearied  with  the  work  of  death. 
They  were  likewife  attacked  in  front,  by  thofe  who, 
being  impatient  of  inaction,  had  thrown  themfelves 
into  the  lake,  and  clambered  up  to  the  caufey,  in 
I  order  to  difpute  the  paffage  :  but  here  they  crouded 
in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  could  not  make  ufe  of 
their  weapons,  and  the  daughter  was  fo  great,  as  to 
fupply  a  fufncient  number  of  bodies  to  fill  up  the  ca¬ 
nals  for  the  paffage  of  the  Spaniards :  at  1  caff,  this 
circumdance  is  related  by  fome  writers,  tho’  there 
are  fome  who  alledge,  with  more  probability, 
that  the  enemy  had  left  a  beam  in  the  fecond  bridge, 
on  which  the  foldiers  palled  over  in  dies,  leading 
their  horfes  through  the  water  by  the  bridles ;  and 
that  the  van-guard  purfued  its  march,  without  be¬ 
ing  much  retarded  by  the  lad  canal,  which  was  ford¬ 
able. 

,  Cortes,  having  reached  the  (bore,  ordered  Juan 
| '  de  Xaramillo  to  form  the  men  as  fad  as  they  arrived, 
I'  while  he,  returning  to  the  caufey  with  Gonzalo  de 
ji  Sandoval,  Chridoval  de  Olid,  Alonfo  Davila,  Fran- 
I  cifco  de  Morla,  and  Gonzalo  Dominguez,  entered 
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the  engagement,  and  animated  the  men  by  his  pre* 
fence  and  example.  Fie  lined  each  fide  of  the  caufey 
with  foldiers  to  repel  the  enemy,  .while  the  reft 
fhould  file  off  in  the  centre ;  and  commanded  the 
artillery  to  be  thrown  into  the  water,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  march  ;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  his  valour 
and  vigilance,  part  of  his  rear-guard  was  cut  in 
pieces,  the  pontoon  being  deftroyed  by  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  in  the  canoes,  before  thefe  unhappy  men  could 
pafs,  tho’  they  chiefly  confiiled  of  thofe  miferable 
wretches  who  had  loaded  themfelves  with  the  booty, 
and  were  incapable  of  adding  like  men  for  their  own 
prefervation.  Their  cries  and  groans,  however, 
pierced  to  the  foul  of  Cortes,  who  could  not  pof- 
fibly  yield  them  the  leaft  afliftance  ;  and,  while  he 
retreated  with  his  men,  in  the  utmoft  anxietv  of 
mind,  through  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  caufey,  he 
was  joined  by  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  who  owed  his 
life  to  an  almoft  incredible  effort  of  agility.  Find¬ 
ing  himfelf  befet  on  every  fide,  his  horfe  killed  under 
him,  and  one  of  the  canals  in  his  way,  he  pitched 
his  fpear  in  the  breach,  and  raifing  his  body  with  a 
•wonderful  fprrrtg,  leaped  from  one  fide  to  the  other, 
the  diftance  being  fo  enormous,  that  he  himfelf  af¬ 
terwards,  when  he  furveyed  the  place,  was  confound¬ 
ed  at  the  reflccflion  of  his  fuccefs ;  and  that  par¬ 
ticular  opening  is  (Fill  known  by  the  name  of  Alva¬ 
rado’s  Leap. 

About  day- break  the  army  had  paffed  over  the 
lake,  and  halted  near  Tacuba,  that  thofe  who  had 
efcaped  from  the  battle  and  were  miffing  might  have 
time  to  join  their  friends  ;  and  accordingly  this  pre¬ 
caution  faved  the  lives  offeveral  Spaniards  and  TJaf- 
calans,  who  had  fwam  afhore,  and  hid  themfelves 
in  the  fields  of  maiz  till  morning.  Thefe  brought; 
intelligence,  that  the  lafi  divifion  of  the  rear-guard 
was  entirely  cut  off;  and  the  troops  being  drawn i 
up,  they  found  their  lofs  amounted  to  two  hun¬ 
dred! 
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dred  Spaniards,  above  one  thoufand  Tlafcalans,  fix 
and  forty  horfes,  and  all  the  Mexican  prifoners, 
who,  in  the  confufion  and  darknefs  of  the  night, 
were  treated  as  enemies  by  their  own  countrymen. 
The  Spaniards  were  extremely  dejedted  to  find  their 
Humber  thus  diminifhed,  their  artillery  lofi,  and 
themfelves,  who  were  extremely  fatigued,  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  alfaulted  again  every  moment;  and 
what  contributed  greatly  to  the  increafe  of  their  af- 
fhdtion,  was  the  lofs  of  fome  excellent  officers,  name¬ 
ly,  Amador  de  Larez,  Francifco  de  Morla,  and 
Francifco  de  Salcedo,  and,  above  all,  Juan  Velaf- 
quez  de  Leon,  who  brought  up  the  rear,  and  fell, 
opprefi'ed  by  multitudes,  after  having  performed  the 
moil  heroic  exploits.  He  was  a  man  of  ftridt  ho¬ 
nour,  and  great  military  (kill,  and  refpedted  by  all 
the  foldiers,  as  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  army. 

Cortes  fat  down  upon  a  flone  to  reft  himfelf, 
while  his  officers  were  employed  in  forming  his  men, 
2nd,  notwithstanding  all  his  magnanimity,  the  for- 
row  of  his  foul  manifested  itfelf  in  afhower  of  tears  \ 
tho5  he  foon  recolledted  that  fortitude  which  was  fu- 
perior  to  all  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  and  confided 
himfelf  by  reflecting,  that  Donna  Marina  and  Ge- 
ronimo  de  Aguilar,  the  principal  inftruments  of  the 
conqueft,  had  efcaped  fafe  from  the  dangers  of  the 
battle.  His  eyes  began  to  fparkle  again  with  that 
vivacity,  whLh  never  failed  to  animate  his  troops. 
He  obtained  a  complete  vidtory  over  defpondence, 
and,  with  an  air  of  tranquillity  arid  good  humour, 
called  for  the  aftrologer,  whom  he  meant  to  rally 
upon  the  faiffiood  of  his  prediction,  but  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  prophet  was  killed  in  the  firft  aifault 
of  the  caufey. 

Had  the  Spaniards  been  attacked  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  before  they  had  recovered  their  fpirits,  and  re- 
frefhed  themfelves  after  the  fatigue  of  the  battle,  in 
all  probability  they  wrould  have  funk  under  fuch  ex* 
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ceilive  toil  and  inceflant  oppofition.  But,  they  had 
time  to  recruit  and  repofe  themfelves,  in  confe- 
quence  cf  an  accident,  which  was  in  other  refpe&s 
very  unfortunate  for  Cortes.  We  have  already  ob- 
1'erved,  that  all  the  Mexican  prifoners  were  killed 
by  the  enemy;  and  in  the  morning,  when  they  went 
to  {trip  the  dead,  they  found  the  fons  of  Motezuma 
transfixed  with  their  own  arrows.  T  hey  were  ama¬ 
zed,  ftupiried,  and  confounded  at  this  fpedfacle  ;  all 
the  troops  were  feized  with  confternation  and  dif- 
may  ;  and  the  new  emperor  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  caufe  of  their  pannic,  ordered  the  bodies 
of  thofe  unhappy  princes  to  be  conveyed  to  the  bu- 
rying. place  of  their  anceftors ;  and  the  ceremony  of 
their  funeral  obfequies,  in  which  all  the  inhabitants 
were  engaged,  afforded  that  feafonable  refpite  to  the 
Spaniards :  neverthelefs,  the  fate  of  thofe  young 
princes  was  lamented  by  Cortes,  as  one  of  the  great- 
eft  Ioffes  he  had  fuftained  ;  becaufe,  in  the  conqueft 
of  Mexico,  he  hoped  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  right 
which  the  eldeft  had  to  the  throne. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  diredled  his  march  towards 
Tlafcala  with  great  caution,  fufpedfing  there  was 
fome  defign  in  the  enemy’s  delay;  and  they  had 
not  proceeded  far,  when  fome  bands  of  armed  men 
appeared  at  a  diftance,  and  followed  the  army, 
without  approaching  to  adfion.  Thefe  were  the 
inhabitants  of  T acuba,  Efcapuzalco,  and  T enecuya, 
whom  the  Mexicans  had  ordered  to  obferve  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  Spaniards,  and  retard  their  march,  un¬ 
til  they  themfelves  fhould  have  difcharged  their  duty 
to  the  fons  of  Motezuma;  and  indeed  it  was  not 
long  before  the  whole  multitude  of  the  Mexicans 
came  up,  and,  joining  the  others,  attacked  the  army 
With  fu'ch  impetuofky,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
halt,  and  face  about  in  their  own  defence.  Cor¬ 
tes,  having  placed  his  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  in 
the  front,  ordered  the  horfe  to  advance  and  charge 
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the  Indians,  of  whom  a  very  great  {laughter  was 
made:  but  the  number  of  the  enemy  continually 
increafing,  while  they  plied  their  {lings  and  arrows 
at  a  diftance  with  good  fuccefs,  the  Spaniards 
were  fatigued  with  killing  :  they  defpaired  of  re- 
pulfing  fuch  an  enormous  multitude,  and  vtheir  va¬ 
lour  began  to  flacken  ;  when  Cortes  obferving  an 
edifice,  with  turrets,  on  the  top  of  an  eminence 
near  the  field  of  battle,  refolved  to  gain  that  poft, 
and  effected  his  purpofe  tho’  not  without  great  diffi¬ 
culty.  It  was  a  temple  dedicated  to  the  fylvan  dei¬ 
ties,  having  a  fpacious  court,  encompafied  by  a 
wall,  which,  together  with  the  towers,  rendered  it 
tolerably  defensible.  Here  the  Spaniards  found  (bel¬ 
ter  from  the  imminent  danger  to  which  they  had 
been  expofed  ;  and,  in  confederation  of  the  fignal 
relief  it  afforded,  they  afterwards  eredted  an  hermi¬ 
tage  on  the  fpot,  which  is  to  this  day  known  by  the 
name  of  Nueftra  Sennora  de  los  Remedies,  our  La¬ 
dy  of  Relief. 

The  enemy,  after  having  approached  within  muff 
ket-{hot  of  the  walls,  at  which  they  difeharged  a 
vaft  number  of  arrows,  and  expreffed  their  refent- 
ment  in  barbarous  fhouts  and  fcurrilous  invedlives, 
retired  in  the  evening  towards  Mexico  :  tho’  the 
Spaniards,  from  the  tops  of  the  towers,  discovered 
that  they  halted  in  the  plain  ;  and,  dividing  into 
feveral  bodies,  endeavoured  to  conceal  themfelves 
till  morning. 

Cortes  polled  his  guards  and  fentinels  with  the  ut- 
mofl  circumfpedtion  ;  ordered  fires  to  be  made,  not 

r0  rvf  tJi£  feafpty  but  alfo 
to  burn  the  arrows  of  the  Mexicans,  which  lay  in 

heaps  about  the  place.  I  he  people  were  refreshed' 
with  the  provifions  found  in  the  temple,  and  what 
the  Indians  had  faved  with  the  baggage :  and  the 
wounded  were  dreffed  with  fuch  expedients  as  the 
place  afforded,  the  horfe-cloths  ferving  for  lint  and 
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bandages.  While  he  thus  talked  his  induftry  and 
invention  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  poor  fol- 
diers,  he  did  not  negletft  to -revolve  in  his  own 
mind  the  confequences  of  fuch  an  endlefs  oppoft- 
tion,  and,  calling  a  council  of  his  officers,  propo- 
fed,  that  as  they  could  not  maintain  this  poft  for 
want  of  provihons,  or  hope  to  accomplifh  their  re¬ 
treat  while  environed  with  fuch  multitudes  of  the 
enemy,  they  fhould  take  this  opportunity  of  purfu- 
ing  their  march  in  the  night,  fo  as  to  be  two  or 
three  leagues  farther  a  head  of  the  Indians  at  fun- 
rife,  when  they  would  certainly  renew  their  at¬ 
tack. 

This  propofol  was  unanimoufly  approved  ;  and 
fome  hours  of  reft  being  allotted  for  the  refreihment 
of  the  people,  who,  tho’  miferably  fatigued,  and 
for  the  rncft  part  wounded,  fawthe  neceffity  of  tak¬ 
ing  this  meafure,  they  departed  frcm  the  temple  at 
midnight,  leaving  the  fires  burning,  in  order  to  de¬ 
ceive  the  enemy  ;  and  the  van  guard,  commanded 
by  Diego  de  Ordaz,  provided  with  trufty  guides, 
proceeded  above  half  a  league  without  the  leaft  in¬ 
terruption.  But,  as  they  entered  upon  fome  bro¬ 
ken  and  hilly  ground,  they  difcovered  divers  am- 
bufcades,  formed  by  the  militia  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  towns,  who  poured  down  from  the  tops  of 
eminences,  or  rufned  out  from  among  the  bufhes, 
and  attacked  the  flanks  without  order.  Thefe  light 
fkirmifhes,  tho’  they  incommoded,  could  not  ob- 
ftrudf  the  march  of  the  Spaniards,  who,  a(ter  hav¬ 
ing  advanced  two  leagues,  halted  before  day-break, 

in  another  temple  which  {Wu-rvt  ur>on  s*> 

rno  not  Jo  high  or  capacious  as  the  poft: 

they  had  left :  but  the  light  of  the  morning  no  foon- 
er  convinced  them,  that  thofe  whom  they  had  mif- 
taken  for  detachments  of  the  Mexican  army,  were 
no  other  than  bands  of  daftardly  pea  fonts,  than  they 
renewed  their  march,  and  proceeded  two  leagues 

farther. 
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farther,  to  a  village  advantageoufly  fituated,  which 
they  found  deferred  by  its  inhabitants,  and  in  which 
they  ftaid  two  days,  until  the  wounded  were  in  a 
condition  to  travel.  They  made  two  fucceeding 
marches  through  a  rocky  and  barren  country,  at  a 
diftance  from  the  great  road,  which  they  had  pur- 
pofely  quitted ;  fufpicious  of  their  guides,  deftitute 
of  cover  in  the  night,  .  continually  perfecuted  by 
thofe  flying  parties  of  Indians,  and  expofed  to  the 
rage  of  hunger  and  third,  which  they  endeavoured 
to  afTwage  by  the  herbs  and  roots  of  the  field,  till 
one  of  the  wounded  horfes  dying,  afforded  relief 
and  entertainment  to  thofe  who  were  in  the  great- 
eft  extremity.  The  laft:  of  thefe  marches  terminated 
in  a  village,  where  the  inhabitants  received  them 
with  a  feeming  chearfulnefs,  and  provided  every 
thing  for  their  entertainment  with  an  appearance 
of  franknefs  and  hofpitality:  but,  this  was  no  other 
than  a  ffratagem  to  decoy  the  Spaniards  into  care- 
lefs  fecurity,  that  they  might  fall  unprepared  into 
the  fnare  which  was  laid  for  them  by  the  Mexicans, 
Early  in  the  morning,  as  the  arm/  afcended  a 
mountain,  which  on  the  other  fide  declined  into  the 
valley  of  Otumba,  Donna  Marina  took  notice,  that 
the  Indians  who  followed  them  at  a  diflance,  fh out¬ 
ing  and  menacing,  frequently  exclaimed,  u  Pro- 

ceed,  tyrants  !  proceed  :  you  will  foon  arrive  at 
66  the  place  where  you  will  ah  periLh.,>  And  Cortes 
judging,  from  this  exclamation,  that  fome  danger¬ 
ous  ambufh  awaited  them,  gave  his  officers  proper 
inftrudfions,  and  took  all  poffible  precautions  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  furprize.  Accordingly,  when  they  reached 
the  mountain  top,  they  beheld  the  paffage  effedtual- 
ly  barred  up  by  an  immenfe  multitude  of  armed 
men,  v/ho  filled  the  whole  extenflve  valley  of  Otum¬ 
ba, 

Thefe  were  the  fame  Indians  they  encountred  at 
the  firfl  temple,  reinforced  by  an  infinite  number 
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from  Mexico,  headed  by  the  principal  nobles,  who 
had  divided  into  feveral  bodies,  and  by  different 
roads  marched  with  fuch  expedition  as  to  get  the 
ilart  of  the  Spaniards,  and  join  in  this  fpacious  plain, 
where  they  could  attack  them  without  being  em- 
barraffed  for  want  of  room. 

The  front  of  this  army,  which  was  compofed 
of  different  nations,  as  appeared  by  the  diverfity  of 
their  colours  and  ftandards,  took  up  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  valley;  hut  the  eye  could  not  reach 
the  extremity  of  the  rear.  The  captain-general  of 
the  empire  appeared  in  the  centre,  born  upon  mens 
fhoulders,  in  a  fumptuous  litter,  that  he  might  the 
better  judge  of  emergencies,  and  feehis  orders  punc¬ 
tually  executed,  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  royal 
ffandard  of  Mexico,  which  was  never  brought  into 
the  held  but  upon  the  mod  critical  occafions.  It 
was  a  net  of  maffy  gold,  faflened  to  a  pike,  crown¬ 
ed  with  a  plume  of  variegated  feathers  ;  and  indeed 
the  motion  of  their  different  arms  and  feathers 
waving  in  the  wind,  formed  an  appearance  at  once 
beautiiul  and  tremendous. 

Cortes,  having  furveyed  this,  dreadful  hod,  turn¬ 
ed  to  his  foldiers,  with  his  wonted  alacrity,  and  told 
them,  that  now  their  cafe  was  fuch  that  they  muff 
either  conquer  or  die.  He  would  have  proceeded 
in  his  harangue,  but  was  interrupted  by  his  men, 
who,  while  their  vifages  glowed  with  impatience 
of  refentment,  cried  out,  that  he  Ihould  give  the 
word  and  lead  them  forthwith  to  battle.  Far  from 
baulking  their  ardour,  he  immediately  advanced, 
having  made  a  previous  difpofition.  The  firft  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  fire-arms  and  crcfs-bows  did  great  exe¬ 
cution  ;  every  flroke  of  lance  and  fword  was  deci- 
five ;  the  horfe  broke  down  and  trampled  under  foot 
all  thofe  bodies  which  endeavoured  to  flank  or  in- 
elofe  the  army  ;  trie  7  lafealans  threw  themfelves 
into  the  thickeft  of  the  battle,  with  an  infatiable 
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thirft  after  Mexican  blood,  and  the  Spaniards  gain” 
ed  fome  ground  in  this  firft  effort.  But  the  enemy 
fought  with  great  obftinacy.  No  fooner  was  one 
body  cut  in  pieces,  than  another  fucceeded,  and  the 
battle  was  continually  renewed  with  fupplies  of  frefti 
men,  fo  that  the  Spaniards  muff  at  la  ft  have  been 
fpent  with  the  inceffant  exercife  of  their  arms.  Cor¬ 
tes,  who  fought  on  horfeback,  fucoouring  thofe 
who  were  in  greateft  need  of  his  aftiftance,  and  car¬ 
rying  death  and  terror  on  the  point  of  his  lance, 
forefeeing  that  the  ftrength  of  his  men  muft  fail,  in 
fuch  an  unintermitting  action,  refolved  to  make  an 
extraordinary  effort  in  order  to  win  the  imperial 
ftandard,  which  he  could  eafily  diftinguifh;  rightly 
fappofing,  that  the  Mexicans  would  difperfe  upon 
its  being  taken. 

He  therefore  commanded  Gonsalo  de  Sandoval, 
Pc-dro  de  Alvarado, Chriftoval  deOiid,  and  Alonzo 
Davila,  to  follow  and  fecure  his  rear,  while  he  with, 
his  troop  charging  that  part  of  the  enemy  which 
was  leaft  diftant  from  the  centre,  trod  down  whole 
battalions,  and  penetrated  to  the  place  where  the 
imperial  ftandarci  was  defended  by  a  band'  of  nobles 
appointed  for  its  guard.  Idernan,  fpQrring  on  his 
horfe  through  the  midft  of  them,  doled  with  the 
captain  general,  whom  he  dangeroufly  wounded  and 
overthrew  from  his  litter  with  the  firft  ftroke  of  his 
lance,  when  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a  private  gentle¬ 
man,  leaped  from  his  horfe,  difpatc  ejd  the  difmount- 
ed  Mexican,  and,  feizing.  the  ftandard,  gave  itrimo 
the  hands  of  Cortes  ;  a  piece  of  fervice,  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  which  the  emperor  allowed  him- to  wear  the 
plume  of  feathers  as  a  creft,  and  gratified  him  with* 
fome  other  more  fubftantial  favours. 

The  Mexicans  no  fooner  beheld  their  ftandard  in 
the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  than  they  ftruck  all  the 
reft  of  their  colours,  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  feeking  for  ft:el~ 

f  6  text 
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ter  in  the  adjacent  woods  and  fields  of  maiz ;  while 
the  victorious  Spaniards,  inflamed  with  refentment, 
and  prompted  by  motives  of  conveniency,  made  a 
moll  dreadful  flaughter  of  the  fugitives  ;  infomuch 
that  twenty  thoufand  Indians  are  faid  to  have  been 
killed  in  the  battle.  Some  Spaniards  were  hurt,  and 
two  or  three  died  afterwards  of  their  wounds  at  Tlaf- 
cala  ;  and  Cortes  himfelf  received  a  violent  blow  on 
his  head  with  a  ftone,  which  battered  his  head- 
piece,  and  made  a  fmall  fracture  in  his  fkull. 

Thefpoil,  which  was  given  to  the  foldiers,  prov¬ 
ed  very  confiderable ;  for  the  Mexicans  came  adorn¬ 
ed  with  their  belt  jewels,  as  to  an  allured  triumph, 
depending  upon  their  number,  which  amounted  to 
two  hundred  thoufand :  and  indeed,  if  we  reflect 
upon  the  great  inequality  between  the  contending 
armies  in  this  particular,  we  muff  allow  this  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greateft  victories  that  ever  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  America. 

C  H  A  P.  XXVII. 

Cortes  and  his  iroof>s  at  laft  gain  the  City  of  Tlafi 
cala ,  where  they  are  joyfully  received ;  making  a 
moft  magnificent  Entry  ;  and  public  games  are  fet  on 
foot  in  honour  of  them  5  but  affairs  are  damped 
by  Cortes  being  taken  ill ;  who  recovers  ;  and  the 
Tlofcalans  receive  an  embafjy  from  the  new  empe¬ 
ror  of  Mexico  \  another  enemy  rifes  up  againjl  Cor * 
ies  in  the  perjon  of  Xicotencal, 

CORTES  having  affembled  his  troops,  which 
were  fcattered  up  and  down  for  the  fake  of 
pillaging,  purfued  his  march,  not  without  fufpicicn 
of  being  again  attacked,  as  he  obferved  feveral  bo¬ 
dies  of  men  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains;  and  at 
night  took  pcffeffi  n  of  fome  houfes,  where,  how¬ 
ever. 
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ever,  he  did  not  think  his  people  very  fecure.  Next 
day,  the  enemy  took  their  leave  of  him,  with  dif- 
tant  cries  and  menaces  :  and,  foon  after,  they  entered 
the  confines  of  Tlafcala,  when  the  whole  army  ex- 
prefTed  their  joy  by  acclamations,  and  the  Tlafca- 
Ians  proftrated  themfelveson  the  ground,  which  they 
kiffed  with  filial  rapture. 

Here,  while  they  refted  and  refrefhed  themfelves 
by  a  fountain  of  delicious  water,  the  general,  in  a 
Short  fpeech,  represented  to  them,  of  what  import¬ 
ance  it  was  to  prefetve  the  friendfhip  of  the  Tlafca- 
Ians;  and  exhorted  them  to  behave  in  the  city  with 
kindnefs  and  civility  to  the  inhabitants,  avoiding  all 
occafions  of  giving  offence  to  the  mean  eft  citizen, 
as  an  error  which  might  endanger  their  common 
Safety.  At  noon  he  quartered  his  troops  in  Guali- 
par,  a  confiderable  town,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
received  him  with  great  hofpitality  :  and  from  hence 
he  Sent  two  Tlafcalans  to  the  Senate,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  retreat  and  fuccefs ;  but  fame  had  al¬ 
ready  made  them  acquainted  with  his  victory  ;  and 
the  meffeno-ers  were  fcarce  difmiffed,  when  he  was 
vifited  by  his  friend  Magifcatzin,  old  Xicotencal 
with  his  fon,  and  others  fent  by  the  fenate,  to  com¬ 
pliment  him  upon  his  return.  Magifcatzin  advan¬ 
ced  before  the  reft,  flew  into  his  arms,  and  then 
ftepped  back  to  behold  and  admire  a  man  fo  worihy 
of  his  veneration  and  efteem.  The  blind  Xicoten¬ 
cal,  directed  by  the  found  of  Hernan’s  voice,  grop¬ 
ed  his  way  to  his  embrace,  and  expreffed  his  affec¬ 
tion  in  a  flood  of  tears.  They  congratulated  him 
upon  his  victory,  teftified  the  moft  tender  concern 
for  his  wounds,  regreted  the  lofs  of  fo  many  Spa¬ 
niards,  particularly  the  death  of  Juan  Velafquez  de 
Leon,  whom  they  flncerely  loved  ;  inveighed  againft 
the  barbarous  confpiracy  of  the  Mexicans ;  and  of¬ 
fered  to  aftift  him,  in  his  revenge,  with  all  the  forces 
of  the  republic  and  her  allies.  Cortes  made  fuitable 

acknow- 
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acknowledgments  for  all  this  courtefy,  and  was  ful¬ 
ly  convinced  of  the  continuance  of  thei"  efteem, 
which  was  greatly  improved  by  he  vidlory  of 
Otumba  an  action  admired  at  I  lafcala,  as  a  pro¬ 
digy  of  valour,  and  the  chief  glory  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion;  They  propofed  at  he  fhould  immediately 
proceed  to  the  city,  where  quarters  were  provided 
for  his  men  ;  but  he  chofe  to  remain  in  his  prefent 
fituation,  until  his  people  fhould  be  refrefhed  and 
recovered  from  the  fatigues  they  had  undergone ; 
and  the  chiefs  of  the  I'lafcalans  alien  ted  the  more 
readiiy,  as  the  -  fhould  have  time  to  prepare  for  his 
entry,  w  ich  they  determined  to  celebrate  as  a  fo¬ 
ie  mu  triumpn. 

The  Spaniards,  having  ftaid  three  days  at  Guali- 
•par,  during  which  they  were  liberally  fupplied  with 
necefTaries  at  the  expence  of  the  republic,  adorned 
themfelves  with  the  plumes,  jewels,  and  finery  of  the 
vanquifhed  Mexicans,  and  began  their  march  for 
Tlafcala,  which  they  entered  in  the  month  of  July, 
1520.  The  fenate,  in  their  richeft  robes,  came  out 
to  receive  them,  with  a  numerous  attendance ;  the. 
fields  were  crowded  with  people,  the  air  was  filled 
with  acclamations ;  and,  at  their  entrance,  they 
were  faluted  with  the  founds  of  kettle-drums,  flutes 
and  horns,  which  compofed  a  concert  rather  Upright¬ 
ly  than  harmonious.  The  troops  being  conveni¬ 
ently  quartered,  Cortes  yielded  to  the  importunities 
of  Magifcatzin,  who  prefled  him  to  be  his  gueft 
and  Pedro  de  Alvarado  went  with  Xicotencal,  ra¬ 
ther  than  give  offence  by  a  refufal ;  but  the  other 
captains,  tho’  ftrongly  follicited  by  the  reft  of  the 
caciques  and  minifters  of  ftate,  dec  ined  their  invi¬ 
tations,  becaufe  it  would  have  been  improper  to 
leave  the  main-guard  without  a.  fufEcient  number 
of  officers. 

The  feftival  of  triumph  continued  for  fome  days,, 
during  which  the  Indians  celebrated  the  vicftory* 

with 
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with  all  forts  of  diverfion  known  and  praflifed  in 
that  part  of  the  world  :  they  contended  in  {hooting 
with  arrows  at  marks,  in  running,  wreftling,  and 
leaping ;  and  in  the  evenings  was  exhibited  a  variety 
of  rope-dancing,  with  a  kind  of  mafquerade.  In  a 
word,  all  the  citizens,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweff, 
affixed  at  thefe  fhews  with  d-emonltratibns  of  delight^ 
not  even  excepting  thofe  who  had  loft  their  friends 
and  relations  at  the  caufey,  a  misfortune  which  they 
attributed  to  the  chance  of  war,  and  thought  fuffi- 
ciently  repaired  by  the  glory  of  their  fate,  and  the 
fubfequent  viRory  which  their  countrymen  had  help- 
ed  to  obtain.  Cortes  was  deeply  affeRed  with  the 
love  and  fmcerity  of  thefe  faithful  allies,  which  he 
cultivated  with  real  confidence  and  refpeR :  his  of¬ 
ficers  behaved  towards  them  with  the  utmoft  cour- 
tefy,  and  even  the  meaneft  foldiers  generouily  {liar- 
ed  with  them  the  jewels  and  fpoils  they  had  brought 
from  the  battle. 

But,  the  joy  of  this  fedival  was  fuddenly  damp¬ 
ed,  by  a  dangerous  fever  that  feized  Cortes  :  the 
wound  in  his  head  broke  out  afreih,  with  bad 
fymptoms ;  an  inflammation  of  his  brain  enfu- 
ed,  and  his  friends  began  to  defpair  of  his  life. 
The  mirth  of  Tlafcala  was  all  at  once  converted  in¬ 
to  mourning.  T  he  nobles,  overwhelmed  with  for- 
row,  inquired  inceffantly  about  the  {fate  of  his 
health;  and  the  common  people  came  in  troops, 
howling,  and  lamenting  the  danger  that  threatened 
the  great  Teule,  which  was  an  appellation  they 
bcftowed  upon  their  demi-gods.  The  fenate  af- 
fembled  the  mo  If  expert  phyficians  of  the  country, 
who,  being  permitted  to  exercife  their  {kill  upon 
the  general,  applied  their  medicinal  herbs  with 
fuch  wonderful  art  and  difcernment,  as  in  a  little 
time  reffored  him  to  his  perfeR  health.  Impatient 
to  know  the  Rate  of  affairs  at  Vera  Cruz,  he  wrote 
to  Rodrigo  Rangel  by  an  Indian  courier^  who  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  immediately  with  an  anfwer,  importing,  that 
no  alteration  had  happened  in  the  garrifon  or  on 
the  coaft;  that  Narvaez  and  Salvatierra  were  in  fafe 

*  i  n  _ 

euftody ;  and  the  confederate  Indians  Hill  faithful 
to  their  engagements.  At  the  fame  time,  he  gave 
him  to  underftand,  that  a  corporal  and  eight  fol- 
diers,  who  had  gone  to  Tlafcala  for  the  gold  be¬ 
longing  to  the  garrifon,  were  not  returned,  but,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  current  among  the  Indians, 
were  murdered  in  the  province  of  Tepeaca  ;  and  he 
was  afraid  the  wounded  foldiers  of  Narvaez  had 
met  with  the  fame  fate  ;  for,  as  faff  as  they  recover¬ 
ed,  they  marched  away  from  Zempoalla  in  fmall 
bodies,  impatient  to  reach  Mexico,  which  they  con- 
fidered  as  the  centre  of  all  their  wealth  and  profpe- 
ritv.- 

The  truth  of  this  report  was  confirmed  by  the 
Tlafcalans,  who  had  hitherto  concealed  it  from 
Cortes,  left  it  fhould  retard  his  recovery ;  and  he 
had  the  mortification  to  find  himfelf  deprived,  in 
this  cruel  perfidious  manner,  of  a  reinforcement  of 
about  fifty  Spaniards,  who  had  been  deftroyed  by 
the  Indians  of  Tepeaca.  Glowing  with  refentment 
and  concern,  he  refolved  to  take  immediate  ven¬ 
geance  on  that  faithlefs  nation,  which  lay  between 
him  and  Vera  Cruz  ;  and  the  Tlafcalans,  upon 
whofe  frontiers  thofe  Indians  had  committed  hoftili- 
ties,  promifed  to  intereft  themfelves  in  his  quarrel. 
Before  they  could  take  the  field  for  this  purpofe,  arn- 
baffadors  from  the  new  emperor  of  Mexico  arrived  at 
Gualipar,  from  whence  they  fent  a  meffage  to  the 
fenate,  defiling  leave  to  enter  the  city  with  propofals 
of  peace;  and  this  permiffion  being  granted,  with 
the  confent  of  Cortes,  they  made  their  public  en¬ 
try  with  great  folemnity  and  fplendor.  The  tame- 
nes  came  at  the  head  of  the  procelfion,  with  the 
preterits  confiding  of  gold  and  filver,  fine  cotton 
cloths,  plumes,  and  other  curioftties,  with  feveral 

loads 
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loads^of  fait,  which  was  in  great  requeft  at  Tlafcala. 
The  ambaffadors,  richly  adorned  with  jewels,  and 
accompanied  with  a  numerous  retinue,  were  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  fenate-houfe,  where,  after  having 
named  the  emperor  of  Mexico  with  the  ufual  ce¬ 
remony  of  proftratiori,  they  made  offers  of  peace 
and  perpetual  alliance,  on  condition  they  would  de¬ 
clare  war  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  affift  them  in 
extirpating  thofe  infolent  ftrangers. — — Here  their 
fpeech  was  interrupted  by  the  murmurs  of  the  af- 
fembly,  who  were  exafperated  at  the  propofal ; 
and  the  chara&er  of  ambaffadors,  which  they  bore, 
would  fcarce  have  protedfed  them  from  violence, 
had  Pot  fome  old  fenators  interpofed  in  their  behalf, 
and  reftrained  the  impetuofity  of  the  reft.  In  eon- 
fequence  of  this  mediation,  the  Mexicans  were 
permitted  to  retire  to  their  lodgings,  until  the  fe- 
nate  fhould  deliberate  upon  the  fubjedf  of  their  ep.n 
bafly  ,  and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  reject  their 
terms  with  difdain  :  however,  the  ambaffadors  did 
not  wait  for  a  formal  difmiilion  ;  but,  from  the  re¬ 
ception  they  had  already  experienced,  dreading  fome 
popular  infurreHion  againft  their  perfons,  they  made 
off  with  great  terror  and  precipitation. 

•  Yet,  even  amidft  the  Tlafcalans,  was  found  one 
man  of  confequence  who  endeavoured  to  deftroy 
that  harmony  which  fubfifted  between  the  Spani¬ 
ards  and  the  republic  :  this  was  no  other  than  Xi- 
cotencal  the  general,  in  whofe  breaft  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  his  being  conquered  frill  rankled  with 
unceafmg  acrimony,  producing  envy  and  hatred  to 
Cortes,  which  he  had  hitherto  but  ill  difguifed  im- 
ddr  the  rnafk  of  friendfhip  and  complacency.  Tho* 
he  neither  fpoke  nor  voted  in  the  fenate  in  behalf 
of  the  Mexican  propofals,  he  took  this  opportunity 
of  fowing  jealoufies  among  the  people,  by  means  of 
his  friends  and  adherents,  who,  in  a  clandeftine 
manner,  magnified  the  advantages  that  would  re¬ 
fill  t 
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fult  to  the  republic  from  an  alliance  with  the  Mexi¬ 
cans,  and  reprefented  their  frlendfhip  for  the  Spa¬ 
niards  as  a  dangerous  connexion,  that  would  in 
the  end  entail  flavery  and  oppreffion  upon  them  and 
their  pofterity.  The  fenate  being  apprifed  of  tnefe 
pradfices,  held  a  confultation,  at  which  the  old 
blind  Xicotencal  gave  his  opinion,  that  his  fon 
fhould  be  put  to  death  as  a  fower  of  fedition  ;  and, 
had  not  they  refpedled  the  grey  hairs  and  unblemifh- 
ed  character  of  the  father,  he  would  have  died  as  an 
ignominious  traitor  :  but,  in  confideration  of  the 
fenior’s  rank  and  fervices,  the  fentence  was  mitigat¬ 
ed.  The  delinquent  was  brought  before  them  in 
chains,  upbraided  with  his  perfidious  dealing,  de¬ 
prived  of  his  command  and  honours,  and  flung 
down  the  flairs  of  the  fenate-houfe  with  difgrace. 
In  a  few  days  after  this  degradation,  he  implored 
the  forgivenefs  and  countenance  of  Cortes,  who 
had  not  known  his  crime  until  the  punifhment  was 
Inflidted,  and  by  his  intereft  was  reftored  to  his  rank 
and  honours ;  tho’  his  inveteracy  afterwards  broke 
out  again,  and  cofl  him  his  life. 


C  H  A  F. 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Cortes  app cafes  his  foldiers  clamours ;  then  marches  a~ 
gainjl ,  and  beats  the  Tepeacans ;  the  emperor  of  Mexi¬ 
co  dies ,  and  Guatimozin  is  chofenin  his  room  \  another 
Mexican  army  attacks  the  Spaniards ,  and  is  total¬ 
ly  routed ;  two  jhips  arrive  upon  the  coaji  with  re¬ 
cruits  from  Vclafquez  ;  they  all  join  Cortes ,  who  builds 
fome  portable  brigantines . 

HILE  this  Indian  general  aiTembled  the 
troops  of  the  republic  with  extraordina¬ 
ry  diligence,  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  atone  for 
his  indifcretion  ;  the  foldiers  who  had  come  with 
Narvaez,  being  tired  of  the  fatigues  and  perils  they 
had  undergone,  and  intimidated  at  the  profpedt  of 
a  new  war,  loudly  clamoured  againft  the  expedition 
to  Tepeaca,  and  even  delivered  a  protection  in 
form  to  the  genera!,  fignifying  their  refufal  to  un¬ 
dertake  that  enterprize,  and  a  demand  that  they 
fhould  march  immediately  for  Vera  Cruz,  where 
they  might  be  nearer  at  hand  to  follicit  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  St.  Domingo  and  Jamaica.  T  his  in- 
folent  remonftrance  filed  the  bread:  of  Cortes  with 
indignation,  which  however  he  was  obliged  to  dif- 
guife  ;  he  reprefented  to  them,  that  as  the  Tepea- 
cans  had  feized  the  pafles  of  the  mountains,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  reach  Vera  Cruz  without 
fighting  thofe  people;  and  that  they  could  not  force 
their  way,  and  open  a  free  communication  with 
their  allies,  unlefs  aflifled  by  the  Tlafcalan  troops 
now  aflembling  for  that  purpofe:  but,  he  allured 
them  upon  his  word  and  honour,  that  as  foon  as 
thofe  perfidious  Indians  fhould  be  fubdued,  all  thofe 
who  were  unwilling  to  follow  his  fortune  fhould 
have  free  liberty  to  depart. 


Having: 
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Having  thus  reconciled  them  to  the  fervice,  he 
drew  up  his  army,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and 
twenty  Spaniards,  with  feventeen  horfe,  armed 
with  pikes,  fwords,  and  targets,  crofs-bows  and 
fire-arms,  and  thefe  being  reinforced  with  eight 
thoufand  choice  Tlafcalans,  commanded  by  officers 
of  approved  valour,  he  left  the  care  of  bringing  up 
the  reft  to  Xicotencal,  and  began  his  march  amid  ft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people.  Having  marched 
three  leagues,  they  took  up  their  quarters  for  the 
night  in  a  village  belonging  to  the  enemy,  who 
abandoned  it  with  precipitation  at  fight  of  the  ar¬ 
my  ;  and  next  morning,  Cortes  ordering  fome  pea- 
fants  who  had  been  taken  by  the  advanced  guard 
to  be  brought  before  him,  gave  them  fome  presents, 
and  fet  them  at  liberty,  on  their  promife,  to  tell  the 
caciques  of  Tepeaca,  in  his  name,  that  he  was  come 
to  punifh  their  revolt,  and  revenge  the  death  of 
thofe  Spaniards  whom  they  had  fo  treacheroufly 
murdered  :  neverthelefs,  if  they  would  join  him 
and  his  allies  the  Tlafcalans  againft  the  Mexicans, 
he  would  pardon  what  was  paft,  and  take  them  in¬ 
to  the  number  of  his  friends.  The  Indians  depart¬ 
ed  with  this  meftage,  and  next  day  returned  with 
an  anfwer,  rejecting  all  terms  of  peace,  and  threaten¬ 
ing  to  come  and  carry  the  Spaniards  bound  to  the 
altars  of  their  gods.  Notwithftanding  this  infolent 
declaration,  Cortes  repeated  his  offers,  which  he 
fent  in  writing,  accompanied  with  threats,  import¬ 
ing,  that,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal,  he  would  deftroy 
them  with  fire  and  fword  as  traitors  to  the  king, 
and  all  the  furvivors  fhould  be  fold  as  flaves.  T  hey 
laughed  at  the  paper  which  he  had  fent  as  fome- 
thing  myfterious  to  excite  their  aftonifhment  and 
fear,  fent  back  a  more  infolent  reply  than  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  immediately  took  the  field  in  order  to  dif- 
pute  his  march.  They  formed  an  ambufcade  in 
tome  fields  of  maiz,  which  might  have  turned  to 

their 
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their  advantage  had  they  ufed  more  precaution ; 
but  their  own  impatience  difcovered  them  at  a 
diftance,  fo  that  Cortes  had  time  and  opportunity 
to  fruftrate  their  defign.  Having  made  a  proper  dif~ 
pofition,  he  marched  on  as  if  he  had  not  perceived 
them,  and  wheeling  about  all  of  a  fudden,  attacked 
them  with  great  fury,  and  made  a  prodigious  daugh¬ 
ter  :  the  battle  foon  became  general  ;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  obftinacy  and  defpair  with  which  the 
Tepeacans  fought,  they  were  foon  put  in  confufion; 
and,  being  abandoned  by  their  Mexican  allies,  were 
totally  routed,  with  the  lofs  of  almoft  their  whole 
army  ;  fo  that  they  fent  deputies  that  fame  night, 
to  implore  the  clemency  of  the  vidlor,  and  furren- 
der  themfelves  and  their  city  to  the  difcretion  of 
Cortes,  who  obtained  this  vidlory  without  the  lofs 

of  one  man. - Next  day  he  marched  into  the  city, 

and  all  the  inhabitants  proftrated  themfelves  before 
him  with  marks  of  extreme  fear  and  defpondence  ; 
but,  when  he  ordered  his  interpreters  to  proclaim 
king  Charles,  and  a  general  pardon  in  the  name  of 
that  prince,  their  apprehenfion  was  inftantly  con¬ 
verted  into  excefiive  joy,  which  broke  out  in  the 
moft  extravagant  raptures;  and  they  entreated  Cor¬ 
tes  to  take  their  city  into  his  protection,  that  they 
might  never  again  be  influenced  by  the  Mexicans, 
who  had  inftigated  them  to  renounce  their  firft 
treaty  with  the  Spaniards,  in  fuch  a  perfidious  and 
cruel  manner.  The  general,  taking  advantage  of 
this  requeft,  fortified  the  city  wit!)  a  trench  and  pa- 
lifadoes,  and  built  a  kind  of  citadel  to  keep  them 
in  obedience,  and  fecure  the  paflage  to  Vera  Cruz  ; 
but,  before  this  work  was  begun,  he  fent  all  the 
prifoners  who  had  been  taken  in  the  battle  to  Tlaf- 
cala,  where  they  were  publicly  fold  as  flaves,  in 
order  to  deter  the  other  Indians  from  revolting:  an 
infiance  of  inhumanity,  which  we  are  forry  to  find 
countenanced  by  the  conqueror  of  Mexico. 

Xicoten- 
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Xicotencal  arriving  with  the  reft  of  the  troops, 
to  the  number  of  five  and  thirty  thoufand  men, 
Cortes,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  employment,  fent 
different  detachments,  under  the  condudl  of  Spani¬ 
ards,  to  reduce  fome  places  in  the  province  of  Te- 
peaca,  which  ff ill  declared  for  the  Mexicans,  by 
whom  they  were  fupported ;  and  they  foon  return¬ 
ed  victorious,  after  having  repulfed  the  enemy  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  and  enriched  them- 
felves  with  a  confiderable  booty,  and  a  great  number 
of  captives,  whom  they  fold  as  Haves,  according  to 
the  new  adopted  maxim. 

About  this  time,  Quetlavaca  emperor  of  Mexico 
dying,  the  electors  affembled,  and  conferred  the 
Imperial  dignity  upon  Guatimozin,  nephew  and  fon- 
In-law  to  Motezuma,  a  young  prince  of  great  cou¬ 
rage  and  fagacity,  who  gained  the  affections  of  his 
people  by  the  wife  difpolitions  he  made  in  the  very 
beginning  of  his  reign.  He  encouraged  the  foldi- 
ers  with  rewards  and  privileges,  exempted  the  fub- 
jects  from  all  tribute  while  the  war  fhould  continue, 
treated  his  nobles  with  affability,  made  prefents  to 
the  caciques  on  the  frontiers,  in  order  to  confirm 
them  in  their  fidelity,  and  fent  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men  for  their  fupport  and  encourage-* 
ment. 

Cortes  was  informed  of  thefe  occurrences,  by 
deputies  from  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  a  popu¬ 
lous  and  warlike  city,  fituated  on  the  road  to  Mexi¬ 
co,  who  came  to  complain  of  the  tyranny  of  the 
Mexicans,  and  implore  the  affiftance  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards  againft  their  oppreffors.  Hernan,  being  con¬ 
vinced  of  this  cacique’s  fmcerity,  and  fenfibleof  the 
neceffity  there  was  to  expel  the-  enemy  from  fuch 
an  important  p!ace,  that  very  day  formed  a  body 
of  thirty  thoufand  I  lafcalans,  with  three  hundred 
Spaniards  and  thirteen  horfe,  and  next  morning  fent 
it,  with  the  envoys  of  Guacachula,  under  the  com- 

mand 
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mand  of  Chriftoval  de  Olid,  who  had  orders  to  re- 
pulfe  the  enemy,  and  take  pofleffion  of  the  town. 
They  marched  on  very  chearfully  for  fix  leagues, 
when,  being  about  the  fame  diftance  from  Guaca- 
chula,  they  were  t  Id  by  the  peafants,  that  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Mexico  was  on  his  march  with  his  whole 
army  to  give  them  battle  This  report  ma  'e  fuch 
an  impreffion  upon  the  foldiers  of  Narvaez,  that 
they  flatly  refufed  to  proceed,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  Olid  could  prevail  upon  them  to 
perform  their  duty.  Their  mutinous  clamours  were 
fcarce  appeafed?<  when  they  faw  feveral  bodies  of 
armed  men  defcending  from  the  mountains,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  them  with  great  expedition,  fo  that 
Chriftoval  immediately  drew  up  his  men  in  order 
of  battle;  but,  he  was  foon  informed  by  fome  horfe, 
which  he  had  fent  out  for  intelligence,  that  thefe 
Indians  were  commanded  by  the  cacique  of  Guaxo- 
•  cingo  and  fome  o'  his  neighbours,  who  had  come 
to  affifl:  the  Spaniard'-  again  ft  the  Mexicans,  by 
whom  their  dominions  had  been  ravaged.  Their 
motives,  however,  were  fufpedded  by  the  Tlafca- 
lans,  who  infedted  the  Spaniards  with  their  doubts, 
declaring  that  thofe  people  were  not  to  be  trufted, 
as  in  ali  probability  they  were  fent  by  the  Mexicans 
in  order  to  betray  the  Spaniards,  by  falling  upon 
them  during  the  engagement.  This  notion  weigh¬ 
ed  too  much  with  Olid,  who  forthwith  caufed 
the  caciques  to  be  feized,  and  fent  in  (hackles  to 
Cortes,  who  remained  at  Tepeaca.  This  inconfi- 
derate  adfion  was  productive  of  no  bad  confequencej 
for  the  Indians,  who  had  really  come  with  friendly 
intent,  kept  their  poll,  and  refolved  to  wait  patient¬ 
ly  for  the  determination  of  the  general,  which  they 
hoped  would  do  juftice  to  their  flncerity. 

Nor  was  their  expectation  in  this  particular  dif- 
appointed.  Cortes  exprefied  equal  difpleafure  and 
concern  at  feeing  the  caciques  in  chains ;  he  in  flan  t- 
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y  ordered  their  fetters  to  be  knocked  off,  received 
them  in  the  mod  amicable  manner,  made  an  apolo¬ 
gy  for  the  radicondudl  of  his  captain,  whom  he  af- 
fured  them  he  would  feverely  reprimand,  embraced 
their  proffered  alliance,  and  having  effedfually  ac¬ 
quired  their  confidence  and  edeem,  fet  out  with 
them  in  perfon  to  take  the  command  of  the  expe» 
dition,  in  which  he  found  his  prefence  was  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary.  He  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  army, 
than  all  fymptoms  of  mutiny  difappeared  :  he  re¬ 
buked  Chridoval  de  Olid  for  his  inconfiderate  be¬ 
haviour,  joined  his  new  allies,  and  marched  diredt- 
3y  towards  Guacachula,  at  the  farther  fide  of  which 
the  enemy  were  poded.  The  Mexicans,  being  in¬ 
formed  of  his  motions,  advanced  with  great  difpatch 
between  him  and  the  city,  and  began  the  battle 
with  a.furious  onfet :  the  victory,  however,  was  not 
long  in  fufpenfe  for  the  cacique  of  Guacachula 
laying  hold  on  this  opportunity  to  manifed  his 
fidelity  to  Cortes,  fell  fuddenly  upon  the  rear  of  the 
Mexicans,  who  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour 
were  entirely  defeated.  The  Spaniards  took  up 
their  quarters  in  the  city,  and  the  Tlafcalans  daid 
without  the  walls,  with  the  red  of  the  confe¬ 
derates,  whofe  number  continually  increafed,  by 
the  arrival  of  other  caciques  who  had  fubmitted  to 
the  king  of  Spain  ;  infomuch  that  by  this  time  his 
army  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  men.  His  next  care  was  to  reduce  Y zucan, 
which  was  a  town  of  great  natural  drength,  forti¬ 
fied  with  walls  and  ravelins,  defended  in  front  by 
a  river,  and  garrifoned  wTith  ten  thoufand  Mexicans, 
who  had  broke  down  the  bridge,  in  order  todifpute 
the  paffage.  Notwithdanding  thefe  difcouraging 
circumftances,  Chridoval  de  Olid,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  van-guard,  threw  himfelf  with  his  troops  in¬ 
to  the  water,  and  tho’  his  horfe  was  killed  under 
him,  and  himfelf  wounded  in  the  thigh,  he  gained 
7  '  the 
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the  oppofite  (bore,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  into 
the  city,  which  they  made  {hew  of  defending  ;  but 
the  army  had  fcarce  palled  the  river,  and  received 
orders  for  the  attack,  when  at  once  the  cries  of  the 
enemy  ceafed,  and  their  garrifon  difappeared.  Cor¬ 
tes  having  difcovered  the  Mexicans  flying  towards 
the  mountains,  detached  fome  companies  of  Spani¬ 
ards  and  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  Tlafcalans  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  fugitives;  and,  finding  the  city  entirely 
forfaken  by  the  inhabitants,  he  fent  fome  of  their 
countrymen  whom  he  had  taken  prifoners,  to  the 
woods  and  faflnefies,  whither  they  had  retired  with 
their  families,  to  offer  free  pardon  and  good  treat¬ 
ment  to  all  fuch  as  would  return  to  their  houfes. 
In  confequence  of  this  promife,  the  town  was  ai¬ 
med  filled  that  fame  day.  The  general  divided  the 
fpoil  of  both  actions  with  his  new  Indian  allies 
who  were  charmed  with  his  generolity ;  and  he  and 
the  Tlafcalans  returned  in  triumph  to  Tepeaca, 
where  by  this  time  he  had  completed  his  fort  and 
fettlement,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Segura  de 
la  Frontera, 

About  this  time  a  (hip  arrived  at  St.  Juan  de 
Ulua,  with  thirteen  Spaniih  foldiers,  two  horfes, 
and  fome  provifion  and  ammunition  fent  by  Diego 
de  Velafquez  to  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  under  the 
command  of  Pedro  de  Barba,  who  was  governor 
of  the  Havannah  when  Cortes  failed  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  Pedro  de  Cavallero,  who  commanded  on  the 
coaft,  having  difcovered  this  vefiel,  went  out  in  a 
boat  to  reconnoitre,  and  faluted  the  new- comers 
with  great  civility ;  but,  fufpedting  the  defign  of 
their  coming,  when  Pedro  de  Barb-a  inquired  after 
Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  he  anfwered  without  hefita- 
tion,  that  he  was  in  good  health  and  great  profpe- 
rity ;  for  all  thofe  countries  had  fubmitted  to  him  ; 
and  Cortes,  with  a  few  followers,  was  fled  to  the 
mountains.  Deceived  by  this  intelligence,  Pedro 
V ol,  II,  G  de 
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de  Barba  landed  without  diftruft,  and  was  conduct¬ 
ed  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  finding  himfelf  fairly  out¬ 
witted,  he  was  not  very  forry  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
flratagem,  being  in  effedl  a  welFwifher  and  friend 
to  Cortes,  who,  on  his  arrival  at  Segura  de  la  Fron- 
tera,  received  him  with  great  courtefy  and  affection, 
gave  him  th$  command  of  a  company  of  crofs-bow’s, 
and  diftributed  fome  prefents  among  the  foldiers, 
who  willingly  inlifled  in  his  fervice.  He  then  per¬ 
illed  the  letter  intended  for  Narvaez,  in  which  V e- 
lafquez  promifed  that  officer  powerful  fuccours,  and 
ordered  him  to  fend  Cortes  under  a  fufficient  guard 
to  Cuba,  that  he  might  be  conveyed  as  a  criminal 
to  Spain,  according  to  the  defire  of  the  bifnop  of 
Burgos,  who  intended  to  make  a  public  example  of 
him  in  the  moft  ignominious  manner.  In  eight 
days  after  this  recruit,  a  fecond  veffel  arrived  with 
a  reinforcement  of  eight  fofdiers,  one  mare,  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  un¬ 
der  the  conduct  of  Rpdrigo  Morejon  de  Lobera, 
who  was  likewi-fe  trepanned  by  Cavallero,  and  fen? 
to  Segura,  where,  like  the  others,  he  and  his  men 
engaged  in  the  enterprize  of  Cortes. 

The  general  had  already  refolved  upon  the  con- 
quefc  of  Mexico,  which  he  did  not  doubt  of  atchiev- 
ing,  fupported  as  he  was  by  fuch  a  number  of 
confederate  Indians;  and,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
difficulty  of  the  lake,  which  of  neceflity  he  was  ob¬ 
liged,  to  pafs,  he  bethought  himfelf  of  building 
twelve  or  thirteen  brigantines,  which  fhould  be  able 
to  refift  the  Indian  canoes,  and  tranfpOrt  his  troops 
to  the  city;  and  thefe  he  propofed  to  carry  in  pieces 
on  the  moulders  of  the  Indian  tamenes,  over  the 
mountains  of  Tlafcala,  to  a  river  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  the  lake. 

This  fmgular  idea  he  communicated  to  Martin 
Lopez,  who  approved  of  the  defi'gn,  and  under¬ 
took  to  execute  it  with  the  utmofl  facility  ;  and  was 

immedi- 
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Immediately  difpatched  to  Tlafcala,  with  all  thd 
Spaniards  who  underftood  carpenters  work,  and  a 
fufficient  number  of  Indians  to  cut  wood,  and  be 
otherwife  fubfervient  to  his  directions  in  forwarding 
the  fclieme.  At  the  fatne  time  he  ordered  the 
iron  work  and  rigging  which  had  been  faved  out  of 
the  funken  fnips,  to  be  brought  from  Vera  Cruz; 
employed  a  number  of  hands  in  extracting  a  kind 
of  pitch  and  tar  from  trees  that  grew  upon  the 
mountains,  and  feat  others,  under  the  direction  of 
'’Juan  de  Laet  a  Montano,  who  belonged  to  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  to  the  volcano  difcovered  by  Diego  de  Or- 
daz,  from  whence  they  brought  a  large  quantity  of 
fujphur,  which  was  made  into  gun-powder  for  the 
expedition. 

Thefe  previous  fteps  being  taken,  he  left  induc¬ 
tions  with  the  new  council  of  Segura,  appointed 
Francifco  de  Orozco  commander  of  the  garrifon, 
confuting  of  about  twenty  Spanifh  Soldiers,  with 
power  over  the  militia  of  the  country,  and  fet  out 
on  his  return  to  Tlafcala,  which  he  entered  in 
mourning  for  the  death  of  his  old  friend  M  agif- 
catzin,  who  had  been  converted  to  Chriflianity  in 
his  lalt  moments  :  the  arms  of  his  officers  and  foL 
diers  were  covered  with  the  manufa&ure  of  the  coun¬ 
try  dyed  black,  and  they  marched  in  profound  Silence 
with  demonstrations  of  grief  and  concern,  which 
were  extremely  acceptable  to  the  Tlafcalans,  who 
looked  upon  the  defunct  as  the  father  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  The  place  of  cacique  was,  by  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  Cortes,  beftowed  upon  his  Son,  a  youth 
of  great  courage  and  extraordinary  talents,  who 
foon  after  his  promotion,  was  converted  to  Christia¬ 
nity,  and  baptized  by  Bartholome  de  Olmedo,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Don  Lorenzo  de  Magifcatzin.  The 
example  of  this  convert  was  followed  by  another 
young  man,  the  cacique  of  Yzucan,  who  came  to 
Tlafcala  to  thank  Cortes  for  having  determined  a 

G  %  fuic 
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fuit  in  his  favour ;  and  even  old  Xicotencal  rc° 
nounced  the  errors  of  the  Indian  fuperftition.  • 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  Francifco  de 
Garay  was  repulfed  from  Panuco,  while  Cortes 
continued  at  Zempoalla:  notwithftanding  this  check, 
he  fitted  out  a  more  powerful  armament,  with  which 
he  refumed  the  enterprize,  but  far  from  fucceeding, 
his  foldiers  no  fooner  landed,  than  the  Indians  at¬ 
tacked  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  were  fain  to 
betake  themfelves  to  their  fhips  in  great  diforder, 
and  put  to  fea  immediately  for  their  prefervation. 
There  they  were  feparated  for  fome  days,  during 
which  they  feverally  formed  the  fame  defign,  with¬ 
out  knowing  the  fentiments  of  each  other,  and  ar¬ 
rived  aim  oil;  at  the  fame  time  on  the  coaft  of  Vera 

-  * 

Cruz,  in  order  to  ferve  under  Cortes,  by  whofe  re¬ 
putation  they  were  allured.  The  firft  flrip  that  ar¬ 
rived  had  on  board  fixty  Spanifh  foldiers,  command¬ 
ed  by  captain  Camargo :  the  next  brought  fifty 
choice  men  and  feven  horfes,  under  the  command 
of  Miguel  Diaz  de  Auz,  a  gallant  and  experien¬ 
ced  officer  ;  and  the  third  veffel,  conducted  by  cap¬ 
tain  Ramirez,  contained  above  forty  foldiers,  ten 
horfes,  and  great  plenty  of  arms  and  provinon. 

✓  ,  •„  #  ' 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

New  fuccours  arrive  at  Vera  Cruz  ;  a  deputation  fent 
to  the  court  of  Spain  requiring  more  a jf fiance  % 
Hernan  draws  up  excellent  military  rules  for  his 
army ;  and  marches  towards  Mexico ;  the  Spa- 
nljh  army  in  danger  of  being  drowned ;  but  ef capes * 
and  Is  every  where  fuccefsful. 

/HpH  I  S  feafonable  and  unexpected  fuccour  could 
not  but  be  very  agreeable  to  Cortes,  whole 
fame  had  by  this  time  diffufed  itfelf  over  all  the 
ifiands  fubjedf  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  The  new¬ 
comers  took  the  road  to  Tlafcala  as  they  landed,  in 
three  difti ncl  bodies,  and  were  received  with  tran- 
fports  of  joy  by  the  general  and  his  people,  who 
embraced  them  as  friends  of  a  long  acquaintance, 
without  any  other  tie  than  that  of  national  regard, 
and  confidered  their  arrival  as  an  interoofition  of 

x 

providence  in  their  behalf. 

Notwithstanding  this  favourable  acquifition,  the 
foldiers  of  Narvaez  were  ftili  importunate  with  him 
for  leave  to  return  to  the  illand  of  Cuba,  reminding 
him  of  the  promife  he  had  made  before  they  fet  out 
on  the  expedition  to  Fepeaca;  arid  he  was  the  bet¬ 
ter  difpoied  to  grant  their  requeff,  now  that  he  had 
received  a  reinforcement  of  foldiers  who  would  be 
more  obedient  to  his  command.  He  therefore  or¬ 
dered  proclamation  to  be  made,  that  thofe  who  de- 
fired  to  return  (hould  be  furnifhed  with  veffels  and 
all  other  necefTaries ;  an  )  the  greateft  part  of  the 
foldiers  who  came  with  Narvaez  took  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  retiring  :  among  thofe  the  reader  will  be 
furprifed  to  find  Andres  de  Duero,  who  had  been 
formerly  fo  much  attached  to  Cortes,  and  even  owed 
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his  life  to  the  perfonal  prowefs  of  the  general. 
Some  mifunderffanding  had  happened  between  thefe 
friends,  in  confequence  of  which  Duero  withdrew, 
and  foon  after  employed  all  his  intereft  at  court  in 
favour  of  Diego  de  Velafquez. 

Cortes  having  committed  the  charge  of  conduc¬ 
ing  and  embarking  thefe  mutineers,  to  Alvarado, 
difpatched  orders  to  the  confederates,  to  prepare  their 
troops,  arms,  and  provifions,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
inarch  on  the  firft  notice;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
refolved  to  equip  a  veffel  and  fend  new  age'ts  to 
Spain,  who  might  forward  the  negotiations  of  Porto- 
carrero  and  Montqxo,  and  give  him  an  account  of 
his  own  intereft  at  court,  the  uncertainty  of  which 
gave  him  great  anxiety.  For  this  purpofe,  he 
drew  up  a  memorial  to  the  king,  in  form  of  a  let¬ 
ter,  containing  a  faithful  detail  of  all  the  incidents 
which  had  happened  to  him  from  the  time  he 
marched  out  of  Zempoalla,  till  his  retreat  to  Tlaf- 
eala  ;  together  with  an  account  of  the  extent, 
wealth  and  power  of  the  Mexican  empire;  the 
ffrong  alliances  he  had  made  with  the  Indian  na¬ 
tions,  by  means  of  which  he  honed  to  fubjedt  that 
vail  and  fertile  country  to  the  dominion  of  Spain  : 
he  defired  fpeedy  juflice  againff  the  unfair  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Diego  de  Velafquez,  and  Francifco  de 
Garay,  foil icited  immediate  fuccours  of  men, 
horfe?,  arms,  and  other  warlike  provifion  ;  and  en¬ 
treated  his  majefly  to  fend  over  fome  ecclefiaftics  of 
approved  virtue,  to  aftft  Father  Olmedo  in  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians,  who  feemed  perfectly 
well  difpofed  to  embrace  the  Chriftian  faith. 

The  two  councils  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Segura  de 
]a  Frontera  likewife  wrote  to  his  majefly,  repre¬ 
senting  the  neceiTity  of  fending  immediate  affiftance, 
and  maintaining  Hernan  Cortes  in  his  poll;  of  cap¬ 
tain  general,  jis  the  beginning  of  this  great  work 
was  wholly  owing  to  his  valour  and  conduct ;  and 
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it  would  be  found  very  difficult,  if  not  impracti¬ 
cable,  to  fupply  his  room  with  any  other  man  ca¬ 
pable  of  bringing  it  to  perfection.  Thefe  dif- 
patches  were  entrufted  to  the  care  of  Alonfo  de 
Mendoza,  and  Diego  de  Ordaz,  who  embarked  in 
a  few  day's  for  Spain,  after  having  received  private 
inftrudtions  to  conceal  their  commiffioji  until  they 
fhould  have  found  out  his  father  and  the  two  forfher 
agents^  with  whom  they  fhould  a£t  in  concert,  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  might  require  ;  and  that  their 
joint  folhcitations  might  have  the  more  weight.* 
they  carried  a  fecond  prefent  for  the  emperor,  con¬ 
fiding  of  gold  and  other  curiofities  which  had  been 
preferved  at  Tlafcala,  and  acquired  in  the  two  laff 
expeditions  of  Tepeaca  and  Guacachula.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  difpatched  Alonfo  Davila  and  Fran- 
cifco  Alvarez  Chico,  with  letters  for  the  regulars  of 
St.  Jerome,  who  prefided  in  the  royal  audience  of 
St.  Domingo,  with  jurifdidlion  over  all  the  iflands 
and  new  difcoveries  on  the  main  land ;  deli  ring 
their  fpeedy  abidance  towards  the  fttccefs  of  the 
enterprize  in  which  he  was  engaged  ;  and  the  in- 
terpofition  of  their  authority,  in  putting  a  flop  to 
the  vexatious  proceedings  of  Velafquezand  Garay. 
He  fopn  received  a  very  favourable  anfwer  from 
thefe  fathers,  who  approved  of  his  conduct ;  and 
tho’  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  fend  him  the 
fupplies  he  wanted,  promifed  to  fupport  thejuffice 
of  his  pretenfions  with  the  emperor,  and  under¬ 
took  to  check  the  efforts  of  his  rivals,  by  the  moft 
peremptory  injundtions  to  defiff  from  their  oppon- 
tion. 

Tko’  he  did  not  immediately  reap  the  fruits  of 
thefe  precautions,  he  triumphed  in  the  end  over  all 
his  adverfaries ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  having  re¬ 
ceived  another  providential  fupply  of  thirteen  Spa¬ 
nish  foldiers,  who  came  to  feek  their  fortunes,  in  a 
veffel  that  arrived  at  VeraCruz,  with  a  loading  of 
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arms,  gun-powder,  and  provifion,  he  refolved  to 
begin  his  march,  without  waiting  until  the  brigan¬ 
tines  fhould  be  finifhed,  becaufe  the  troops  of  the 
republic  and  other  allies  were  already  afTembled, 
and  he  apprehended  fome  inconveniencies  from  their 
inaction. 

In  a  council  of  his  captains,  it  was  agreed  that 
their  firfl:  attempt  fhould  be  made  upon  Tezeuco, 
which  being  in  the  road  from  Tlafcala,  and  almoft 
upon  the  borders  of  the  lake,  they  iefolved  to  for¬ 
tify  and  maintain  it  as  a  place  of  arms  and  fure  re¬ 
treat,  where  they  could  be  flickered  from  the  acci¬ 
dents  of  \var. 

Immediately  after  this  refolution,  Cortes  reviewed 
his  Spaniards,  who  amounted  to  five  hundred  and 
forty  foldiers,  with  forty  horfe  and  nine  pieces  of 
artillery,  brought  on  fhore  from  the  veflels.  1  his 
parade  was  made  in  the  mofl  oftentaticus  manner, 
in  order  to  captivate  the  admiration  of  the  Indians, 
of  whom  there  was  an  innumerable  .concourfe  af- 
iembled  to  fee  this  fpebfacle ;  and  they  were  fo 
if  ruck  with  the  finery  of  the  foldiers,  the  flying  co¬ 
lours,  their  dexterity  in  managing  the  horfes, 
handling  their  arms,  and  faluting  the  general,  that 
they  filled  the  air  with  acclamations  of  aftonifhment 
and  applaufe.  Xicotencal,  at  the  head  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  Tlafcalans,  either  from  an  ambition  of  emu¬ 
lating  the  Spaniards,  or  with  a  view  to  compliment 
Cortes,  appeared  in  his  gayeft  accoutrements,  and 
performed  the  Indian  exercife  of  war  with  equal 
pomp  and  agility  ;  each  captain  being  adorned  with 
plumes  of  variegated  feathers,  jewels  hanging  at 
his  ears  and  lips  5  carrying  his  macana  or  two- 
handed  fword  under  the  left  'arm,  with  the  point 
upwards,  and  attended  by  a  page  who  bore  his 
Afield,  diftiriguifhed  by  figures  exprefiirsg  his  own 
atchievements  in  war. 


The 
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The  general  forefeeing  the  difficulty  of  conduc¬ 
ing  and  governing  an  army  compofed  of  fo  many 
different  nations,  formed,  at  his  leifure,  a  body  of 
articles  of  war,  to  be  obferved  by  all  his  foldiers 
on  pain  of  death.  They  imported,  that  no  man 
Ihould  draw  his  fword  againft  another,  either  in 
quarters  or  upon  the  march  :  that  no  Spaniard  ihould 
infult  a  confederate  Indian,  either  in  word  or  acti¬ 
on  :  that  no  man  Ihould  violate  or  abufe  a  woman, 
tho’  belonging  to  the  enemy;  that  no  foldier  Ihould 
quit  the  army  to  go  and  plunder,  without  leave 
alked  and  given  ;  that  they  fhould  not  play  away 
their  horfes  and  arms ;  and  he  prohibited  fwearing, 
blafphemy,  and  other  irregularities,  on  pain  of 
infamy  and  degradation.  Thefe  ordinances  were 
interpreted  to  the  commanders  of  the  Indian  troops, 
and  had  a  wonderful  effeC  in  reforming;  their  dif- 
ciphne ;  for,  after  a  few  examples  had  been  made, 
they  conducted  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  care, 
circumfpeCion  and  fobriety. 

Thefe  prudent  regulations  being  fettled,  and 
every  thing  provided  for  the  march,  the  general 
made  a  fpeech  to  the  Spaniards,  who  were  drawn 
up  for  the  purpofe,  exhorting  them  to  behave  with, 
complacency  to  thofe  poor  Indians  who  had  fo 
warmly  efpoufed  their  intereft.  He  explained  the 
importance  of  the  under  taking  in  which  they  were 
embarked,  declared  his  intention  to  punifli  delin¬ 
quents  with  all  the  rigour  of  military  difcipline  ; 
reminded  them  of  the'honour  they  had  already  ac¬ 
quired  by,  their  adtions,  'reprefented  the  harveft  of 
glory  that  lay  before  them,  and  laftly  protefted  that 
he  would,  upon  all  occafions,  reward  fuperior  merit 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  judgment  and  ability.  After 
this  harangue  which  was  anfwered  with  loud  peals 
of  acclamation,  he,  on  the  feaft  of  Innocents,  in 
the  year  1520,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  confifting  of  threefcore  thouiand  men,  arid1 
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having  marched  fix  leagues  before  fun-fet,  took  up 
his  quarters  in  the  town  of  Tezmeluca,  ftuated  on 
the  Mexican  confines,  and  in  the  jurifdidtion  of 
Guazocingo,  the  cacique  of  which  had  provided 
plenty  of  provihon  for  the  whole  army.  Next 
day  they  proce  ded  with  all  neceffary  caution  in  the 
enemy’s  country  ;  and  underftanding  the  Mexicans 
were  aflembled  on  the  ot  er  fide  of  a  mountain  of 
difficult  paffage,  in  the  road  of  Tezeuco,  they  did 
not  think  it  was  advifable  to  enter  upon  fuch  bro- 
ken  ground  in  the  evening  ;  but,  halted  all  night 
in  the  open  fields,  making  large  fires  to  mitigate 
the  coldnefs  of  the  weather.  Early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  they  began  to  afcend  the  mountain  which  was 
overgrown  with  wood,  and  having  proceeded  about 
a  league,  found  the  way  blocked  up  with  trees  laid 
acrofs,  and  fharp  ftakes  fixed  in  the  fand,  in  order 
to  wound  the  horfes  :  thefe  impediments,  however, 
were  foon  removed  by  a  detachment  of  two  thou- 
fand  Tlafcalans  picked  for  that  fervice  ;  fmall  par¬ 
ties  were  fent  out  in  queff  of  ambufeades,  and 
having  marched  two  leagues  farther,  with  all  ne- 
ceflary  caution,  they  reached  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  from  which  they  difeovered  the  great 
lake  of  Mexico  :  a  fight  that  inflamed  the  foldiers 
with  eager  hope  and  glowing  indignation.  Here 
they  faw  fires  fucceffi-vely  kindled  in  the  diffant 
towns,  as  iignals  of  their  approach  ;  and  having 
continued  their  march  through  very  difficult 
roads,  until  they  got  clear  of  the  woods,  they 
defcrled  at  a  great  diflance,  the  enemy’s  army, 
which  filled  all  the  plain  ;  through  which  ran  a  confi- 
derable  dream  of  water,  collected  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  hills,  and  over  it  they  had  laid  a  little 
wooden  bridge,  which  was  left  as  a  decoy  to  the 
Spaniards,  whom  they  meant  to  attack  before  they 
could  form  on  the  other  fide.  As  Cortes  advan¬ 
ced,  however,  their  refolution  failed  them,  and 
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they  gradually  retired  from  the  pafs,  without  turn¬ 
ing  their  backs,  until  the  Spaniards  had  partly 
crofTed  the  bridge,  and  twenty  horfe,  with  fome 
companies  of  Tlafcalans,  were  detached  to  keep 
them  in  play  ;  then  they  betook  themfelves  to  the 
mod:  precipitate  flight,  feeking  fhelter  among  the 
rocks  and  mountains,  whither  Cortes  did  not  think 
proper  to  purfue  them,  becaufe  it  was  of  more  im¬ 
portance  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  Tezeuco  without  de¬ 
lay.  T  hat  evening  the  troops  were  quartered  in  a 
place  within  three  leagues  of  that  town,  and  next 
day,  as  they  proceeded  on  their  march,  they  defcried 
ten  unarmed  Indians  coming  towards  them  in  hade, 
with  a  plate  of  gold  in  form  of  a  flag  fattened  to 
the  top  of  a  lance,  as  the  figpal  of  peace.  T'hcfe 
were  ambaffadors  from  the  king  of  Tezeuco,  who 
befought  Cortes  to  fpare  his  country  and  people, 
and  admit  him  into  the  number  of  his  confederates, 
and  gave  him  to  underftand  that  he  had  provided 
good  quarters  for  the  Spaniards  within  the  city, 
and  that  his  allies  fhould  be  fupplied  with  all  ne- 
ceflaries  without  the  walls.  When  Cortes  exa¬ 
mined  the  deputies  in  private,  they  told  him  the 
reigning  emperor  of  Mexico  had  threatened  their 
prince  with  extortions  and  intolerable  op  predion, 
becaufe  he  had  refufed  to  vote  for  him  at  his  eleCli- 
on  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  {belter  himfelf  and  his 
fubjeCis  from  his  tyranny,  he  had  refolved  to  fus 
for  the  prote&ion  of  the  Spaniards. 

This  prince  was,  in  all  probability,  the  fame  Cz« 
cumazin  who  had  been  difpottetted  by  Motezuma, 
and  was  now  reftored  by  the  new  emperor,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  being  a  declared  enemy  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards.  This  conjecture  feems  to  be  juftified  by  the 
dittrutt  of  Cortes,  who  forthwith  calling  a  council 
of  his  officers,  communicated  the  prgpofals,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  doubts,  touching  the  fincerity  of  the 
Indian  cacique  3  in  confequence  of  which,  it  was 
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refolved  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  embrace  the  proffered  alliance  with 
feeming  alacrity,  fo  as  to  have  free  entrance  into 
the  town,  where  they  might  be  upon  their  guard 
againfi  his  perfidious  defigns,  and  a£t  as  occafion 
fhould  require.  Cortes  accordingly  difpatched  the 
ambafiadors,  to  let  their  prince  know  that  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  proffered  quarters  and  alliance ;  and 
lodged  that  night  in  a  village  adjoining  to  the  town, 
which  being  deferted  by  its  inhabitants,  the  gene¬ 
ral’s  fufpicion  began  to  increafe,  efpecially  as  nei¬ 
ther  the  cacique,  nor  any  of  his  people  came  out  to 
congra'ulate  him  upon  his  arrival.  At  fun-rife,  he 
made  his  difpofitions  for  attacking  the  town,  which, 
however,  were  unneceffary  ;  for  he  found  the  gates 
open,  and  entering  without  refiftance,  advanced 
through  the  fireets  in  order,  until  he  arrived  at  a 
large  fquare,  in  which  he  drew  up  the  greateft  part 
of  his  men,  while  the  reff  took  poffeffion  of  the 
avenues.  The  inhabitants  who  appeared  in  feveral 
places  in  crowds,  exhibited  the  fymptoms  of  anxi¬ 
ety  and  confirmation  ;  and  as  no  woman  was  to  be 
feen,  the  general  no  longer  doubted  their  having 
concerted  fome  hofiile  defign.  In  this  opinion,  he 
detached  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Chriftoval  de  Qhd, 
and  Bernal  Diaz  del  Cafiillo,  with  fome  fire-arms, 
and  a  fuificient  number  of  Tlafcalans,  to  take  pof¬ 
feffion  of  the  chief  temple,  from  the  top  of  which, 
they  faw  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  flying 
from  the  city,  fome  by  land  to  the  mountains,  and 
others  in  canoes  to  Mexico.  When  Hernr.n  in¬ 
quired  for  the  cacique,  he  was  informed  that  he  had 
retired  to  Mexico,  with  a  few  followers  of  little  or 
no  account;  that  the  nobility  and  people  in  gene¬ 
ral  abhorred  his  government  ;  and  that  finding  in 
the  return  of  his  ambafiadors,  how  firongly  Cortes 
was  fupported  by  Indian  allies,  he  durft  not  venture 
to  put  in  execution  the  fcheme  he  had  contrived  of 
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-decoying  the  Spaniards  into  the  city,  where  being 
Secure,  and  unfufpedting,  they  might  be  deftroyed  in 
one  night  by  the  Mexicans,  whom  he  had  promifed 
to  admit  in  the  dark  For  that  purpofe 

Cortes  having  thus,  without  oppofttion,  made 
himfelf  matter  of  Tezeuco,  refolved  to  conciliate 
the  affections  of  the  people,  by  prohibiting  his  fol- 
diers  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  to  plunder  or  com¬ 
mit  the  leatt  outrage  againft  the  inhabitants  ;  and 
he  quartered  the  Spaniards,  with  part  of  the  Tlaf- 
calans,  in  the  palace  of  the  fugitive  king,  while 
the  reft  were  lodged  in  the  neighbouring  ftreets, 
without  entering  the  houfes,  that  they  might  not 
incommode  the  people. 

Next  morning,  fome  idol  priefts  came  tofol  icit 
good  treatment  for  their  gods,  to  return  thanks  for 
the  moderation  with  which  Cortes  had  hitherto  be¬ 
haved,  and  to  beg  permiftion  for  the  nobles  of  the 
city  to  come  and  make  a  tender  of  their  friendfhip 
and  obedience.  Hernan  having  gladly  granted 
their  requeft,  they  came  in  their  formalities,  headed 
by  a  youth  of  a  genteel  mien,  who  told  the  gene¬ 
ral  he  was  come  with  that  troop  of  friends  to  ferve 
in  his  army  ;  and  hoped  they  would,  by  their  add¬ 
ons,  deferve  his  protection.  Cortes,  charmed  with 
the  genteel  deportment  of  this  young  man,  em¬ 
braced  him  in  an  affedtionate  manner,  and  having 
received  his  followers  with  proper  decorum,  retired 
to  a  more  proper  apartment,  where,  by  the  help  of 
his  interpreters,  he  might  queftion  them  about  fuch 
matters  as  he  wanted  to  know.  Here,  they  gave 
him  to  underftand  that  the  youth  who  had  firft  ac- 
cofted  him,  was  fon  to  the  elder  brother  of  Cacu- 
mazin,  and  consequently  true  heir  to  the  crown 
which  that  ufurper  pofiefted,  after  having  mur¬ 
dered  the  lawful  Sovereign  :  and  Cortes  finding  by 
their  difcourfe,  that  the  Said  Cacumazin  was  odi¬ 
ous  to  the  people,  on  account  of  his  tyranny  and 
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oppreffion,  refolved  to  raife  this  young  prince  to  the 
throne:  an  act  of  juftice,  by  which  he  won  the 
hearts  of  the  Tezeucans,  and  firmly  attached  to 
his  interefts  a  promifing  young  prince,  who  was 
next  day  crowned,  in  prefence  of  Cortes,  with  great 
folemnity,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people ; 
and,  being  foon  after  converted  to  the  Chrifiian  re¬ 
ligion,  took  the  name  of  Don  Hernando  Cortes, 
in  refpedt  to  his  godfather.  In  confequence  of  this 
revolution,  the  city  was  immediately  repeopled  by 
the  return  of  thofe  families  which  had  fied  to  the 
mountains  ;  the  Mexicans  were  declared  enemies, 
and  the  Spaniards  revered  as  their  beft  benefactors ; 
and  they  chearfully  affifled,  to  the  number  of  fix 
or  feven  thoufand,  in  working  upon  the  canals  that 
conveyed  the  waters  of  the  lake  to  the  city,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  them  wider  and  deeper,  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  brigantines. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  work,  in  which  the 
men  were  frequently  diflurbed  by  canoes  from  Me¬ 
xico,  and  to  employ  his  Indian  allies,  who  were 
not  eaftly  retrained  from  licence  while  they  conti¬ 
nued  inadlive,  Cortes  refolved  to  advance  with  part 
of  his  forces  to  the  city  of  Iztapalapa,  which  was 
fituated  fix  leagues  nearer  Mexico,  within  the  lake, 
the  water  of  which  was  brought  into  the  town  by 
trenches,  provided  with  fluices  to  be  opened  or 
fhut  occafionally.  He  accordingly  fet  out  on  this 
expedition  with  three  hundred  Spaniards  and  ten 
thoufand  Tlafcalans,  leaving  the  military  govern¬ 
ment  of  Tezeuco  to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and 
when  they  came  in  fight  of  Iztapalapa,  they  were 
oppofed  by  a  body  of  eight  thoufand  Indians,  who 
having  fought  for  fome  time,  retired  into  the  city, 
and  throwing  themfelves  into  the  lake  with  great 
precipitation,  fuddenly  difappeared.  Cortes  finding 
the  gates  left  open,  entered  the  city,  the  higher 
part  of  which  was  utterly  abandoned,  and  there  he 

took 
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took  up  his  quarters  for  the  night,  the  day  being 
already  too  far  fpent  for  any  further  attempt ;  but, 
juft  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  they  perceived  the 
canals  overflowing,  and  the  water  rufhing  upon 
them  from  the  fluices,  with  fuch  impetuoftty  that 
they  were  obliged  to  quit  the  place  with  the  utmoft 
difpatch,  otherwife,  the  whole  army  would  have 
perifhed.  Cortes,  extremely  mortified  to  find  him- 
felf  thus  over-reached,  fpent  the  night  on  a  little 
riftng- ground,  where  the  troops  fuffered  very  much 
from  the  wetnefs  of  their  cloaths  and  the  cold  wea¬ 
ther,  againft  which  they  had  no  defence ;  and  at 
day- break  he  retreated  towards  Tezeuco,  at  a  quick 
pace,  that  the  men  might  be  warmed  with  exer- 
cife  ;  he  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  he  faw.him- 
felf  purfued  by  an  innumerable  multitude  of  the 
enemy,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  face  about,  in 
order  to  fuftain  their  attack,  which  as  ufual  was  very 
violent ;  but,  they  were  foon  repulfed  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs,  and  the  army  refumed  their  march. 
Notwithftanding  the  firft  check,  the  Mexicans  ral¬ 
lying,  returned  to  the  charge  in  two  fubfequent  at¬ 
tacks,  by  which  they  loft  above  fix  thoufand  men  ; 
until  Cortes  approaching  Tezeuco,  they  quitted 
the  field,  leaving  the  vitftory  to  the  Spaniards,  who 
loft  not  one  man,  though  feveral  foldiers  were 
wounded,  and  one  horfe  covered  with  arrows,  juft 
lived  to  bring  oft'  his  mafter. 

While  the  general  continued  at  Tezeuco,  he 
was  frequently  vifited  by  the  neighbouring  caciques 
and  other  Indians,  who  came  to  make  fubmiftion, 
and.  offer  their  alliance  againft  the  emperor  of  Me¬ 
xico,  by  whom  they  were  oppreffed.  Among 
others,  came  deputies  in  great  hafte  from  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Chaleo  and  Otumba,  folliciting  aftiftance 
againft  a  powerful  army  of  Mexicans,  who 
were  already  upon  their  frontiers,  and  threatened  to 

deftroy 
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deftroy  them  for  having  made  an  alliance  with  the 
Spaniards. 

Cortes,  in  order  to  protedf  his  allies,  and  prevent 
the  enemy  from  taking  poffeffion  of  a  port,  by 
which  they  might  cut  off  his  communication  with 
Tlafcala,  immediately  detached  Gonzalo  de  ando- 
val  and  Francifco  de  Lugo,  with  t  o  hundred 
Spaniards,  fifteen  horfe,  and  a  fufficient  body  of 
TIafcalans,  to  fruftrate  the  defigns  of  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  ;  they  were  attacked  in  their  march,  by  a  body 
of  the  enemy  which  lay  in  ambufcade,  and  was 
eafily  routed ;  but,  they  affembled  a  very  formi- 
dable^army  in  another  part  of  the  road  to  Chaleo 
and  Otumba,  where  they  refolved  to  give  the  Spa- 
niards  battle.  Sandoval  and  Lugo,  apprized  of  their 
delign,  advanced  in  order,  and  the  Mexicans  ruffl¬ 
ing  upon  them  with  fury  and  diforder,  met  -with 
fuch  a  warm  reception  from  the  fire-arms  and  crofs- 
bows,  as  checked  their  career  :  then  the  horfe  ad- 
vancing,  made  room  for  the  infantry  and  TIafcalans 
to  enter  and  break  this  confufed  multitude,  which 
being,  at  the  fame  time,  attacked  in  the  rear  by  the 
troops  of  Chaleo  and  Otumba,  was  entirely  de¬ 
feated  with  terrible  {laughter.  Eight  of  the  moff 
confiderable  perfons  in  the  Mexican  army  were  ta¬ 
ken  prifoners  and  referved  for  intelligence  ;  and  the 
victorious  army  palled  the  night  in  the  city  of 
Chaleo,  where  they  were  entertained  with  great 
hofpitality.  The  old  enmity  between  the  TIafca¬ 
lans  and  the  Chalquefe  was  now  forgotten,  and  the 
Spanifh  captains  taking  this  favourable  opportunity, 
mediated  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  nati¬ 
ons,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Cortes 
and  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala. 

The  expedition  being  thus  happily  terminated, 
Sandoval  and  Lugo  returned  to  Tezeuco,  where 
Cortes  honoured  them  with  particular  marks  of  ap¬ 
probation  j  then  ordering  the  eight  Mexican  prifo¬ 
ners 
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ners  to  be  brought  before  him,  he  received  them, 
in  the  midft  of  his  captains,  with  an  air  of  feverity, 
and  they  approached  with  fympioms  of  extreme 
terror  and  confufion,  to  fuffer  that  punifhment 
which  they  thought  inevitable.  Fie  gave  them  to 
underftand  by  his  interpreters,  that  although  it  was 
in  his  power  to  retort  upon  them  the  barbarous 
cruelties  they  had  exercifed  on  his  people,  he 
would  convince  them  that  the  Spaniards  were  as 
much  their  fuperiors  in  generofity  as  in  valour ; 
that  he  would  give  them  both  life  and  liberty,  pro¬ 
viding  they  would  promife,  upon  the  honour  of 
their  nobility,  to  tell  their  prince  in  his  name,  that 
he  was  coming  to  demand  fatisfa£Iion,  for  their 
perfidious  attack  upon  him,  in  his  retreat  to  Mexi¬ 
co,  contrary  to  the  treaty  which  they  themfelves 
had  propofed  and  confirmed  ;  but,  chiefly  to  re¬ 
venge  the  death  of  Motezuma,  whom  they  had 
moll  treacheroufly  murthered  ;  that  his  army  being 
now  augmented,  not  only  by  a  number  of  invin¬ 
cible  Spaniards,  but  alfo  by  all  the  nations  that  ab¬ 
hor  the  Mexican  name,  he  would  in  a  little  time 
feek  the  emperor  in  the  midfl:  of  his  court,  lay  all 
his  towns  in  afhes,  and  drown  the  very  remem¬ 
brance  of  him  in  Mexican  blood;  unlefs  he  fhould 
deprecate  his  indignation,  and  fue  for  peace, 
which  would  be  granted  upon  reasonable  conditi¬ 
ons  :  for,  the  arms  of  the  king,  like  the  lighten¬ 
ing  of  heaven,  hurt  only  where  they  find  refin¬ 
ance,  and  were  more  influenced  by  the  dictates  of 
humanity,  than  by  the  incitements  of  revenge. 

Having  thus  fignified  his  fentiment-,  he  ordered 
the  prifoners  to  be  unchained,  and  provided  with 
a  boat  for  their  conveyance  to  Mexico  by  water  ; 
while  they,  fcarce  crediting  the  evidence  of- their 
own  fenfes,  threw  themfelves  at  his  fee'-,  and  pro- 
mifed  not  only  to  make  the  emperor  acquainted 
with  his  overtures,  but  alfo  to  contribute  all  in  their 

power 
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power  and  iatereft  in  facilitating  the  peace.  But, 
they  never  returned  with  any  anfvver ;  nor  indeed 
did  the  general  believe  this  piece  of  condefdenfion 
would  have  any  other  effedl  but  that  of  jufHfying 
the  wTar  he  had  undertaken,  and  railing  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  his  clemency  among  the  barbarians. 

About  this  time,  Martin  Lopez  fent  him  word 
that  the  work  of  the  brigantines  being  hnillied,  he 
would  quickly  fet  forward  with  them;  as  the  re¬ 
public  of  Tlafcala  had  provided  ten  thousand  ta¬ 
rn  enes  or  porters,  and  two  thoufand  to  relieve  thofe 
who  fhould  be  tired,  exclufive  of  fuch  as  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  carry  the  provifions  and  ammunition, 
and  twenty  thoufand  foldiers  who  waited  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  join  the  army  ;  but,  that  he  would  flay 
in  the  iaft  town  of  the  Tlafcalans  for  a  convoy  of 
Spaniards,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  it'advifeable  to 
pafs  through  the  Mexican  territories,  without  any 
other  force  or  protection  than  that  of  the  Indian  al¬ 
lies.  Thefe  tidings  dirTufed  a  general  joy  through 
the  army,  and  Cortes  immediately  ordered  Gonza- 
lo  de  Sandoval  to  march  with  two  hundred  Spani¬ 
ards,  fifteen  horfe,  and  fome  companies  of  Tlaf¬ 
calans,  towards  the  territories  of  the  republic, 
where  he  would  join  the  efcorte,  and  condudi 
Lopez  with  his  materials  to  Tezeuco.  This 
officer  halted  one  day  in  his  .route  at  Zulepeque,  a 
fill  all  town  wh  ch  refufed  to  fubmit,  and  was  the 
very  place  where  the  poor  Spaniards  were  betrayed 
and  murdered  in  their  way  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Mexico.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  had  orders  to 
chaftife  and  reduce  the  inhabitants,  who  no  fooner 
perceived  the  detachment,  than  they  abandoned  the 
place  and  fled  to  the  mountains,  whither  they  were 
purfued  by  four  companies  of  Tlafcalans,  and  a 
few  Spaniards.  Sandoval  entering  the  town,  found 
thefe  words  written  with  charcoal  upofi  a  wall  : 
i£  In  this  houfe,  the'  unhappy  Juan  Jufte  was  taken, 

u  with 
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“  with  many  others  his  companions  and  after¬ 
wards  difeovered,  in  one  of  the  temples,  the  heads 
ot  thole  Spaniards,  dried  in  the  fire  to  preferve 
them  from  corruption. 

This  horrible  fpeclacle  infpired  the  beholders 
with  rage,  and  Sandoval  refolved  to  revenge  fuch 
execrable  cruelty  with  the  utmofi  rigour,  when  the 
companies  he  had  detached  in  purfuit  of  the  fugi¬ 
tives  returned  with  ,  a  great  number  of  men,  wo¬ 
men,  and  children,  after  having  killed  upon  the 
mountains  all  thofe  who  refufed  to  furrender. 
Thefe  rqiferable  wretches,  already  half  dead  with 
fear,  teftiried  their  repentance  by  tears  and  piteous 
outcries,  while  they  proftrated  themfelves  before 
the  Spaniards,  whom  they  quickly  moved  to  com¬ 
panion.  Sandoval  defired  his  officers  to  interred 
with  him  in  behalf  of  the  prifoners,  that  they 
might  fet  the  greater  value  upon  their  pardon,  which 
he  granted  accordingly,  and  received  the  bub  million 
or  the  cacique  and  principal  citizens,  who,  in  the 
fequel,  fulfilled  their  engagements  punctually,  ei¬ 
ther  through  fear  or  acknowledgment. 

The  miferable  remains  of  the  murdered  Spani¬ 
ards  being  gathered  together  and  decently  interred, 
Gonzalo  contfnued  his  march  to  the  frontiers  of 
TJafcala,  where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  Mar¬ 
tin  Lopez,  and  a  young  officer  called  Chichemeca), 
who  commanded  the  Tlafcalan  reinforcement,  and 
could  hardly  be  prevailed  upon  to  wait  for  the  Spa- 
niffi  detachment,  fo  much  was  he  puffed  up  with 
felf-confidence,  and  inflamed  with  the  defire  of 
fignalizing  himfelf  againft  the  Mexicans.  Suffici¬ 
ent  time  being  allotted  for  the  reft;  and  refrefhmenfc 
of  the  men,  Sandoval  made  the  proper  difpofitions 
for  marching  back  to  Tezeuco,  and  Chichemecal 
finding  himfelf  {rationed  in  the  rear,  took  fuch 
umbrage  at  the  fuppofed  affront,  that  he  could 
hardly  be  appeafed5  or  perfuaded  to  proceed,  until 
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Gonzalo  condefcended  to  march  along  with  him, 
tho’  not  a  little  irritated  by  his  arrogance  and  felf- 
conceit.  The  vanguard  was  compofed  of  part  of 
the  Spaniards  and  Tiafcalans  who  had  come  from 
Tezeuco;  the  tamenes  marching  in  rank  and  file 
with  their  burthens,  and  properly  fecured  on  the 
flanks,  conftituted  the  main  body  ;  and  the  rear  was 
brought  up  by  the  new  reinforcement.  In  this  or¬ 
der,  they  proceeded  through  the  Mexican  terri¬ 
tories,  unmolefted  by  the  enemy,  who  frequently 
appeared  in  different  bodies  on  the  hills  at  a  diftance  ; 
and  when  they  approached  Tezeuco,  they  were 
met  by  Cortes  and  the  king  of  that  city,  who  came 
forth  to  receive  them  with  equal  joy  and  folemnity. 
They  made  their  entrance  altogether,  amidfl:  the 
acclamations  of  the  people  and  the  whole  army  ; 
and  the  planks,  iron-work,  and  other  materials, 
were  ftored  feparately  in  a  great  work  houfe  pre¬ 
pared  for  that  purpofe  near  the  canals.  The  gene¬ 
ral  being  told  by  Martin  Lopez  that  the  veffels 
could  not  be  finiihed  in  lets  than  twenty  days,  re- 
folved  to  employ  that  time  in  reconnoitring  the 
country  about  the  lake,  fecuring  proper  pofts,  fo  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  receiving  fuccours, 
and  doing  them  other  damage,  as  opportunity 
ihould  offer.  While  he  was  bufy  in  making  pre¬ 
parations  for  this  excurfion,  Chichemechal  defired 
an  audience,  in  which  he  complained  of  having 
lain  i native  for  the  fpace  of  five  whole  days,  and 
defired  he  might  be  immediately  employed  in  fome 
fervice  that  would  exercife  his  courage  and  capa¬ 
city.  The  general  who  was  an  enemy  to  preemp¬ 
tion  and  felf-conceit,  and  had  been  informed  of 
this  young  man's  troublefome  impetuofity  on  the 
march  from  Elafcala,  told  him  with  an  air  of 
raillery,  that  he  (hould  very  foon  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  affuaging  his  heroic  ardour  in  an  expedition 
of  fome  importance  j  and  that  he  himfelf  would 
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accompany  him,  and  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  his  ex¬ 
ploits.  Leaving  the  government  of  Tezeuco  and 
the  care  of  forwarding  the  brigantines  to  Sandoval* 
who  feems  to  have  enjoyed  the  chief  fhare  of  his 
confidence,  he,  with  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and 
Chrifloval  de  Olid,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
detachment,  confiding  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Spaniards,  with  twenty  horfe,  a  numerous  body 
of  the  nobles  of  Tezeuco,  the  fifteen  thoufand 
Tlafcalans  who  had  arrived  with  Chichemecal,  and 
about  five  thoufand  of  thofe  commanded  by  Xico- 
tencal.  With  thefe,  Cortes  began  his  march  to¬ 
wards  Yaltocan,  a  town  five  leagues  from  Tezeuco* 
fituated  upon  one  of  the  little  lakes  whieb  dif- 
charge  themfelves  into  the  great  lake  of  Mexico  ; 
refolding  to  reduce  the  place  and  chaftife  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  who  had  returned  an  infolent  anfwer,  and 
even  wounded  the  meffengers  whom  he  had  lately 
fent  to  proffer  peace,  and  require  their  obedience. 
At  a  final!  diftance  from  the  town,  he  found  the 
Mexicans  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  3  but,  after 
the  firfi:  difchajge  of  the  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows, 
the  horfe  fell  in  among  them  with  fuch  fury,  that 
they  were  immediately  put  in  diforder,  and  wholly 
defea  ed  with  great  (laughter ;  yet  the  greatefi:  part 
of  them  fled  to  the  mountains,  fome  threw  them¬ 
felves  into  the  lake,  others  retreated  to  Yaltocan, 
and  a  number  being  taken  prifoners,  were  fent  in 
fetters  to  Tezeuco. 

The  affault  upon  the  town  being  deferred  till 
next  day,  the  army  paffed  the  night  in  fome  houfes 
near  the  field  of  battle,  and  early  in  the  morning, 
they  found  the  enterprize  much  more  difficult  than 
they  had  imagined  ;  for,  the  town  v/as  fituated  in 
the  lake,  and  wholly  furrounded  with  water,  and 
the  bridge  or  caufeway  of  communication  broke 
down  ;  fo  that  Cortes  would  have  found  it  impradfi- 
cable  to  carry  the  place,  had  not  one  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans 
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ans  of  Tezeuco  informed  him,  that  a  little  highef 
up  the  lake  was  fordable.  He  forthwith  ordered 
two  companies  of  Spaniards,  fupported  by  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  the  allies,  to  pafs  over,  and  they 
performed  this  dangerous  fervice  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  who  defended  the  paflage  with  great  refo- 
lution,  annoying  the  Spaniards  with  flings  and  ar¬ 
rows,  and  obliging  every  man  to  fight  while  the 
water  was  up  to  his  middle:  but  when  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  were  repulfed  from  the  fhore,  and  faw  the  af- 
failants  drawing  up  in  a  plain  that  fkirted  the  town, 
they  retired  with  fuch  precipitation  to  their  canoes, 
that  the  place  was  left  unguarded,  and  the  Spaniards 
entered  without  eppofltion.  The  pillage,  which 
was  permitted  as  punifhment  upon  the  inhabitants, 
did  not  laft  long,  becaufe  nothing  was  left  in  the 
houfes  but  what  could  not  be  carried  oft :  fome 
loads,  however,  of  corn  and  fait  wrere  tranfported 
to  the  army,  together  with  a  good  quantity  of  cot¬ 
ton  cloths,  and  fome  jewels  which  the  owners 
had  negledfed  to  fecrete.  The  officers  having  fet 
fire  to  the  principal  temples,  in  order  to  ftrike  ter¬ 
ror  into  the  fugitives,  and  be  an  example  and  warn¬ 
ing  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  repafied  the  water 
by  the  fame  ford,  and  the  army  continuing  its 
march,  refted  that  night  near  Colbatitlan,  'which 
next  day  was  found  without  inhabitants ;  as  were 
alfo  Tenayuca,  and  Efcapuzalcp,  towns  fituated 
upon  the  lake,  in  each  of  which  places  Cortes 
lodged  one  night,  in  order'  to  make  proper  obfer- 
vations,  and  afterwards  quitted  them,  without  fuf- 
fering  any  damage  to  be  done  to  the  buildings,  that 
the  Indians  might  fee  he  never  ufed  rigour  but 
when  lie  met  with  refifiance.  From  this  laft  town, 
the  general  advanced  towards  Tacuba,  which  was  a 
poft  of  great  importance,  as  being,  of  all  the  towns 
upon  the  lake,  the  neareft  to  Mexico,  and  equal  to 
'I  ezeuco  in  extent  and  number  of  inhabitants i 
7  \  not 
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not  that  he  had  any  hopes  of  reducing  it  at  prefent* 
but  his  defign  was  to  reconnoitre  ;  that  from  the 
remarks  he  fhould  make,  he  might  form  a  more  fea- 
fibie  fcheme  for  attacking  it  in  the  fequel.  When 
he  approached  the  town,  he  perceived  a  vaft  mul¬ 
titude  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  their  order  of 
battle,  and  in  a  moment,  they  poured  upon  him 
with  their  ufual  impetuohty  ;  but,  after  feveral  in¬ 
effectual  efforts,  they  turned  their  backs  and  were 
purfued  with  great  daughter.  The  Spaniards  re¬ 
mained  all  night  in  the  held  of  battle,  and  next 
morning,  were  again  afiaulted  by  the  enemy  ;  who 
being  eafily  routed  and  flying  into  the  town,  fome 
of  the  Spaniards  and  allies  entered  with  them  pell- 
mell,  and  maintained  the  fight  within  the  city,  un¬ 
til'  night  approaching,  the  general  called  them  off, 
after  having  ordered  them  to  fet  fire  to  the  houfes, 
that  the  enemy  being  employed,  they  might  re¬ 
treat  without  oppofitionv  During  five  days  that  he 
flayed  in  this  place,  he  was  frequently  attacked  by 
the  Indians,  who  were  always  repulfed  to  the  city 
with  great  lofs  ;  fo  that  he  began  to  entertain  hopes 
.  of  carrying  the  town,  after  the  garrifon  fhould  be 
wafted  by  thefe  diurnal  fallies.  At  length,  he  ob- 
ferved  a  confiderable  body  of  Mexicans  advancing 
on  the  caufey,  and  having  allowed  part  of  them  to 
pafs  and  draw  up  on  the  main  land,  he  charged 
them  with  fuch  fury,  that  after  a  faint  refiftance,. 
they  fled  towards  the  caufey,  and  he  following  with 
too  much  precipitation,  fell  into  the  fnare  they  had 
laid  :  for,  his  troops  were  no  fooner  hampered  on 
this  narrow  pavement,  than  the  Mexicans  faced 
about  to  keep  them  in  play,  while  innumerable  ca¬ 
noes  rallied  out  of  Mexico  and  inverted  both  fides  of 
the  caufey  $  fo  that  the  Spaniards  were  at  once  at¬ 
tacked  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  and  many  of  the 
affailants  armed  with  long  fpears,  pointed  with  the 
fwords  belonging  to  the  unfortunate  foldiers  who 

had 
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had  been  killed  and  taken  in  the  retreat.  Cortes 
in  this  emergency,  formed  a  front  every  way,  and 
made  great  havock  among  the  Mexicans,  and  at 
length  brought  off  his  troops  with  little  lofs,  tho* 
a  good  number  of  them  were  wounded,  and  a  pair 
of  colours  in  imminent  danger  :  for,  in  the  heat 
of  the  engagement,  enfign  Juan  Volante,  being 
pufned  into  the  lake,  was  feized  by  the  Indians, 
who  put  him  into  a  canoe,  intending  to  prefent 
him  alive  to  the  emperor :  but  when  he  found 
himfelf  at  a  diflance  from  the  reft  of  thefe  boats, 
he  recovered  his  arms,  flew  thofe  by  whom  he  was 
guarded,  and  throwing  himfelf  into  the  lake, 
fwam  afliore  with  his  colours.  Cortes  feeing  the 
difficulty  of  reducing  Tacuba,  now  ffrengthened 
by  fuch  a  reinforcement  of  Mexicans,  defifled  from 
the  enterprize,  and  retreated  to  Tezeuco,  wffiere 
he  was  vifited  by  the  caciques  of  Tucapan,  Maf- 
calzingo,  Autlan,  and  other  towns  upon  the  north- 
fide  of  the  lake,  who  came  to  make  their  fubmif* 
fion,  and  offer  their  alliance.  But,  what  pleafed 
him  above  all  thefe  offers,  was  a  fupply  which  he 
received  in  a  veffel  that  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  from 
St.  Domingo,  containing  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  neceffaries,  with 
Julian  de  Alderete,  in  the  character  of  king’s  trea- 
furer,  and  feveral  Spanifh  foldiers  of  diftindiion, 
who  immediately  marched  to  Tlafcala,  where  they 
were  provided  with  an  efcorte  that  conducted  them 
to  Tezeuco. 
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fthe  fever al  towns  about  the  lake  of  and  leading  to , 
j Mexico,  are  by  turns  fubdued ;  Cortes  is  taken 
prifoner  by  the  Mexicans ,  but  fet  at  liberty  by 
Chriftoval  de  Olea  ;  #  plot  againfl  the  general's 
life  concerted  by  fome  Spaniards ,  is  feafonably  di[ca~- 
vered  by  one  of  the  abettors  of  it ;  principal 
confpirator  is  hanged ;  one  of  the  Indian  chiefs 
deferts ,  and  is  killed  in  his  flight, 

ABOUT  this  time,  mefTengers  arrived  in 
great  hafte  from  the  caciques  of  Chaleo  and 
Thumanalco,  to  demand  fuccour  againft  a  pow¬ 
erful  army  of  Mexicans,  which  was  affembled  to 
chaftife  all  the  towns  that  adhered  to  the  Spani¬ 
ards  ;  and  Sandoval  being  detached  to  their  re¬ 
lief  with  three  hundred  Spaniards,  twenty  horfe, 
and  fome  companies  of  Tlafcalans,  was  joined  by 
their  own  troops,  which  amounted  to  a  very  con- 
fiderable  body.  The  Mexicans  had  fortified  them- 
felves  in  fome  hollow  ways,  from  whence  they 
were  driven  fword  in  hand  ;  and  in  a  little  time 
after  their  retreat,  another  body  of  fifteen  thou- 
fand  advancing  in  good  order,  with  their  drums 
beating,  and  fhells,  blowing,  met  with  fuch  a 
warm  reception  from  the  fire-arms  and  horfe,  that 
they  were  foon  routed  and  fled  in  great  confufion 
to  the  town  of  Guaftepeque,  which  they  looked 
upon  as  a  place  of'  fecurity.  Neverthelefs,  the 
Spaniards  entered  with  them  pell-mell,  and  divi¬ 
ding  themfelves  into  the  fever al  fireets,  drove  out 
the  enemy  with  terrible  daughter. 

In  this  place,  which  was  very  fpacious,  Sando¬ 
val  refolved  to  pafs  the  night,  and  the  vidfory 
was  the  more  agreeable  to  his  fgldiers,  as  they 
Voll.  II.  H  were 


156  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

were  allowed  to  plunder :  it  was  not  long  before 
the  cacique  and  principal  inhabitants  came  to  make 
their  fubmiffion,  and  laid  the  whole  blame  upoa 
the  Mexicans,  who  had  compelled  them  to  make 
refiftance  :  Gonzalo  convinced  of  their  fincerity, 
took  them  into  his  protedlion ;  and  next  day, 
when  he  was  going  to  fet  out  on  his  return,  he  re¬ 
ceived  information  from  the  people  of  Chaleo, 
that  the  Mexicans  who  had  efcaped  from  the  laft  two 
engagements,  were  aflembled  at  Capifllan,  two 
leagues  from  Guaftapeque,  on  the  fide  of  Mexico. 
Sandoval  thinking  it  neceiTary  to  difperfe  thi's  body 
of  fugitives  before  they  could  be  reinforced, 
marched  immediately  to  the  place,  which  being 
fituated  on  the  top  of  an  high  rock,  was  very 
flrong  by  nature,  and  extremely  difficult  of  accefs. 
The  Mexicans  covered  the  whole  eminence,  and 
trailing  to  its  fituation,  provoked  the  Spaniards 
with  loud  outcries  and  reproaches  ;  and  indeed  it 
was  judged  fuch  a  difficult  enterprize,  that  when 
Sandoval  ordered  the  troops  of  Tlafcala  and 
Chaleo  to  advance,  as  being  accuflomed  to  thofe 
♦rugged  paffes,  they  did  not  obey  with  that  ala¬ 
crity  which  they  had  expreffed  on  other  occaflons, 
until  Gonzalo  perceiving  their  backwardnefs,  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Spaniards,  and  began  to 
mount  the  hill.  Kis  example  animated  the  Indian 
allies  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  clambered  up 
the  rocks  with  furprizing  intrepidity,  notwith- 
flanding  the  hones  which  were  rolled  down,  and 
the  darts  and  arrows  difeharged  by  the  Mexicans, 
who,  feeing  at  length,  how  little  their  fituation 
and  efforts  availed  them,  retired  with  marks  of 
defpondence  into  the  town,  ’  which,  however,  they 
did  not  attempt  to  defend.  In  a  wford,  they  were 
driven  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  and  all  w7ho 
did  not  fling  themfelves  down  were  put  to  the 
{word,  with  fuch  dreadful  {laughter,  that  breams 
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of  blood  flowed  into  the  river  that  ran  at  the 
bottom  of  the  rock,  and  wholly  changed  the  co¬ 
lour  of  its  water. 

Sandoval,  whofe  armour  was  fhattered  in  feve- 
ral  pieces  during  the  affault,  having  in  thefe  three 
victories  deilroyed  the  Mexican  army  to  a  man, 
began  his  retreat  next  day  to  Tezeuco  ;  and  his 
back  was  no  fooner  turned,  than  the  emperor  of 
Mexico  fent  a  new  army  into  the  province  of 
Chaleo,  to  cut  off  the  communication  between 
the  Spaniards  and  Tlafcala.  The  Chalquefes  being 
now  left  to  themfelves,  affembled  a  body  of  their 
own  troops,  and  engaging  the  enemy,  obtained  a 
complete  victory,  after  a  very  defperate  asSlion,  in 
which  great  numbers  were  killed  on  both  Tides. 

As  the  brigantines  were  not  yet  finifhed,  Cortes 
refolved  to  penetrate  in  perfon  as  far  as  Suchimilco, 
a  town  of  great  importance  upon  the  lake,  fur¬ 
nished  with  a  broad  caufeway,  which  joined  thofe 
that  led  to  Mexico,  that  he  might  make  obferVa- 
tions,  cover  the  palfage  to  Tlafcala,  and  animate 
the  people  of  Chaleo,  who  were  apprehenfive  of 
new  invafions.  He  left  the  military  command  of 
Tezeuco  with  Sandoval  and  the  Civil,  with  the 
cacique  Don  Hernando,  who  was  always  fubmif- 
five  and  affeftionate,  and  began  his  march  April 
the  5th,  1521,  accompanied  by  Chriftoval  de  Olid, 
Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Andres  de  Tapia,  and  Juao. 
de  Alderete,  with  three  hundred  Spaniards,  and  a 
large  body  of  allies.  This  was  a  very  feafonable 
relief  to  the  Chalquefes,  who  had  difeovered  011 
the  fide  of  Suchimilco,  a  new  army  of  Mexicans, 
who  threatened  to  ravage  and  fubdue  their  whole 
country.  The  confederate  caciques  were  affembled 
in  the  city  of  Chaleo,  in  order  to  deliberate  upon 
meafures  for  their  prefefvation  againft  this  for¬ 
midable  armament,  which  was  much  more  pow¬ 
erful  than  the  laft  ;  and  when  Cortes  .arrived  fo 
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unexpectedly,  and,  in  fuch  a  critical  conjuncture, 
they  were  tranfported  with  joy,  fell  at  his  feet 
with  demonf  rations  of  the  utmof  gratitude,  and 
lifted  up  their  eyes  to  heaven,  with  praife  and 
thankfgiving  for  this  interpofition  in  their  favour. 
Hernan  being  informed  by  the  Indian  fcouts,  that 
the  Mexicans  had  taken  poffeffion  of  fome  fteep, 
and  almof  inacceffible  mountains,  on  the  way  to 
Suchimilco,  refolved  to  diflodge  them  without  de¬ 
lay  ;  and  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  the  allies 
having  joined  his  army,  he  marched  that  fame 
night  to  a  town  deferted  by  its  inhabitants,  in 
which  he  paffed  the  night.  At  day-break,  as  he 
entered  the  mountainous  country,  by  a  narrrow 
and  difficult  path  between  two  ridges  of  rocks, 
the  Mexicans  (hewed  themfelyes  on  the  tops  of  the 
eminences  on  both  fides ;  and  the  army  marched 
(lowly  on,  filing  off  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
required,  until  they  reached  an  opening,  where  the 
general  ordered  the  men  to  be  formed,  and  to  at¬ 
tack  a  confiderable  fortrefs  fituated  on  the  top  of 
a  rock,  from  which  the  enemy,  in  great  numbers, 
provoked  the  Spaniards  with  infulting  language. 
On  this  occafon,  he  r  a  (lily  gave  way  to  the  fug- 
geffions  of  anger,  and  without  faying  to  choofe 
the  leaf  difficult  path,  commanded  Pedro  de 
Barba,  and  Bernal  Diaz  de  Caf  illo,  with  two  com¬ 
panies  of  mnfqueteers  and  crofs-bows  to  begin  the 
attack.  The  enemy  retired  at  firf  in  feeming  con- 
fufon,  until  the  Spaniards  had  mounted  to  the 
mof  dangerous  part  of  the  precipice,  then  they 
returned  with  horrible  outcries,  and  rolled  down 
a  dreadful  torrent  of  great  f  ones,  and  even  intire 
rocks,  which  bore  down  every  thing  in  their  way. 
The  general  feeing  the  impoffiibility  of  fucceeding, 
and  the  ruin  to  which  his  men  were  expofed,  fent 
orders  for  them  to  def f,  and,  they  retreated  with 
the  lofs  of  four  Spaniards  killed  upon  the  fpot, 

befdes 
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hefides  a  number  of  wounded,  among  whom  was 
Pedro  de  Barba ;  and  many  others  would  have 
ihared  the  fame  fate,  had  not  Bernal  Diaz  de  Caf- 
tillo  lodged  them  under  the  projection  of  a  rock, 
until  the  fhower  of  {tones  was  over. 

Cortes,  not  a  little  mortified  at  this  difgrace, 
which  was  owing  to  his  own  imprudence,  refolved 
to  fearch  out  a  lefs  dangerous  path,  by  which  he 
might  afcend  the  mountain  and  revenge  the  lofs  he 
had  fuftained  ;  but,  was  diverted  from  his  pur- 
pofe  by  a  piece  of  intelligence,  importing,  that 
the  enemy  had  laid  an  ambufcade  in  a  wood  near 
the  road,  in  order  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards  when  they  fhould  be  engaged  in  the  defilees.. 
He  forthwith  ordered  the  army  to  march,  laying 
open  his  flanks,  in  order  to  allure  the  Mexicans  ; 
but,  all  of  a  fudden,  he  turned  fhOrt  upon  them, 
tho’  he  could  not  do  them  much  damage,  becaufe 
they  fled  fo  nimbly,  and  were  favoured  by  the 
thick nefs  of  the  woods  ;  at  the  fame  time,  thole 
above  abandoned  their  fortification,  and  followed 
the  Spaniards  at  a  difiance,  upon  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  ;  fo  that  Cortes  purfuedhis  march,  with¬ 
out  any  other  oppofltion,  for  a  league  and  a  half, 
when  he  perceived  another  fortrefs  of  the  fame 
kind,  garrifoned  with  the  enemy,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  did  not  think  proper  to  aflault ;  but  en¬ 
camped  near  a  forfaken  village  on  the  top  of  an 
eminence,  where  the  foldiers  fuflered  greatly  from 
want  of  water.  In  the  morning,  they  found  fome 
fprings  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  general,  in 
reconnoitring  the  enemy’s  poff ,  which  was  more  in- 
acceflible  than  the  former,  obferved  an  eminence 
within  mufquet-fhot,  which  they  had  negleCted  to 
occupy.  This  was  immediately  feized  by  Verdugo, 
Barba,  and  Alderete,  with  the  mufketeers,  who 
made  fuch  a  fuccefsful  fire  upon  the  Mexicans, 
that,  terrified  at  the  unexpected  difcharge,  they 
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InAantly  retired  to  a  confiderable  town  adjoining 
to  the  fortrefs,  from  which  they  likewife  fled  to 
the  more  diflant  parts  of  the  country.  They  had 
no  fooner  abandoned  the  town  and  fort,  than  fe- 
veral  women  appeared  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  hang¬ 
ing  out  white  cloths,  which  they  waved  up  and 
down  in  token  of  peace  ;  and  the  cacique  coming 
down,  allured  the  general  that  neither  he  nor  his 
people  were  concerned  in  the  hoflilities  which 
were  committed  by  the  Mexicans,  and  fubmitted 
his  town  and  fort  to  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  took  pofleflion  of  it  in  the  name  of 
the  emperor.  This,  ceremony  being  performed, 
the  army  marched  on  to  Guafiepeque,  and  before 
they  reached  that  populous  town,  the  cacique, 
with  the  principal  inhabitants,  came  forth  to  meet 
Cortes,  whom  he  invited  to  lodge  with  the  Spani¬ 
ards  in  his  own  palace,  which  might  even  have 
vied  with  thofe  of  Motezuma  in  magnificence,  and 
was  furniilied  with  a  fpacious  and  delightful  gar¬ 
den,  which  the  Spaniards  beheld  with  admiration, 
as  one  of  the  wonders  of  that  new  world. 

They  had  not,  however,  much  time  to  enjoy 
the  beauties  of  this  place ;  for,  the  general  re¬ 
ceiving  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  halted  at 
Quatlavaca,  in  order  to  difpute  his  pafiage,  he  or¬ 
dered  the  army  to  march  for  that  town,  which 
was  flrong  and  populous,  fi mated  between  two 
deep  barrancas  or  hollow  ways,  filled  with  the 
water  that  defeended  from  the  mountains.  The 
Mexicans  had  cut  down  the  bridges,  and  covered 
the  banks  with  fuch  a  number  of  men,  that  the 
pafiage  feemed  impracticable  ;  never thelefs,  Cortes, 
having  drawn  up  his  army  on  the  other  fide,  from 
hence  they  plied  the  enemy  with  fire-arms  and  ar¬ 
rows,  ordered  two  or  three  bridges  to  be  made  of 
long  trees,  which  being  laid  acrofs  at  a  place  be¬ 
low,  where  the  barranca  was  narrower,  afforded 

a  pafiage 
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a  paflage  for  the  infantry.  Here,  however,  as  they 
palled,  they  were  attacked  with  fuch  fury,  and  in 
fuch  prodigious  numbers,  that  they  could  hardly 
keep  their  grbund,  and  were  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger,  when  Cortes,  Olid,  Alvarado,  and  Tapia 
came  to  their  affiftance  with  the  horfe,  which 
they  had  made  fhift  to  bring  over  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  and  danger.  Thefe,  together  with  fome  Spa¬ 
niards  and  Tlafcalans,  who  croffed  at  a  third  place, 
under  the  direffion  of  Bernal  Diaz  del  Cafiillo, 
charged  the  Mexicans  in  the  rear  with  fuch  valour 
and  impetuofity,  that  they  were  immediately  dif- 
ordered,  routed,  and  purfued  to  the  mountains 
with  great  daughter  ;  while  the  town  being  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  inhabitants,  was  plundered  by  the 
foldiers  :  but  the  cacique,  with  the  principal  citi¬ 
zens,  calling  from  the  other  fide  of  the  barranca, 
and  begging  with  great  humility,  tha^  they  might 
be  allowed  to  return,  and  prepare  quarters  for  the 
Spaniards,  Cortes  granted  their  requeftf  and  ac¬ 
cepted  their  fubmifiion. 

Early  next  morning,  he  took  the  road  of 
Suchimilco,  feated  on  the  edge  of  a  frelh  water 
lake,  communicating  with  the  great  lake,  the 
buildings  of  which  town  were  partly  in  the  water, 
and  partly  on  the  land.  The  firff  day’s  march  was 
very  troublefome  through  a  long  defilee,  and  a  dry, 
barren  country,  where  the  foldiers  fuffered  greatly 
from  the  exceffive  heat  and  want  of  water.  At 
night  they  quartered  in  fome  farm-houfes  near  the 
road,  and,  at  day-break,  Cortes  drew  up  his  men 
In  order  of  battle,  and  proceeded  on  his  march, 
rightly  fuppofing  he  fhould  meet  with  ftrong  op- 
pofition  in  the  reduction  of  fuch  an  important 
poft.  Accordingly,  as  he  approached,  the  place, 
he  perceived  the  Mexican  battalions  drawn  up  in 
a  plain  that  fkirted  the  town,  with  a  river  in  their 
front,  the  banks  of  which  they  had  double  lined 
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with  foldiers,  tho’  their  main  body  was  difpofed 
for  the  defence  of  a  wooden  bridge,  which  they 
had  barricadoed  with  planks  and  fafcines,  hoping 
to  deftroy  the  Spaniards  in  that  narrow  pafs. 

The  general  having  extended  the  troops  of  the 
allies  along  the  river,  to  keep  the  enemy  in  play 
with  their  miffile  weapons,  ordered  the  Spaniards 
to  advance  and  attack  the  bridge,  which  they 
gained,  after  having  fufFered  two  repulfes  ;  and  the 
Mexicans  were  fo  difcouraged  at  the  lofs  of  it,  that 
they  began  to  fiy  with  great  diforder ;  fo  that  their 
commanders  were  fain  to  found  a  retreat.  The 
Spaniards  immediately  formed  on  the  ground 
which  the  enemy  had  quitted,  and  being  joined  by 
fome  bodies  of  the  allies  who  had  fwam  the  river, 
they  advanced  towards  the  Mexicans  who  had 
halted  near  the  town,  and  charged  them  with  fuch 
fury,  that  they  retired  into  the  city,  at  the  gates 
of  which  they  loft  great  numbers,  in  confequence 
of  their  hurry  and  precipitation.  Cortes  leaving 
part  of  his  troops  to  fecure  a  retreat,  entered  pell- 
mell  with  the  fugitives,  and  ordering  fome  com¬ 
panies  to  fcour  the  ftreets  to  the  right  and  left,  he 
himfelf  attacked  the  principal  barricado,  which 
was  defended  by  the  greateft  force  of  the  enemy. 
This  he  with  fome  difficulty  furmounted,  and,  im¬ 
pelled  by  the  tranfports  of  his  courage,  threw 
himfelf  into  the  midft  of  a  multitude,  by  whom 
he  was  fingly  furrounded,  and  his  retreat  effectu¬ 
ally  cut  off.  In  this  emergency,  he  performed  mi¬ 
racles  of  valour,  until  his  horfe  falling,  he  was 
overpowered,  and  apprehended  before  he  could 
make  ujfe  of  his  arms.  Nothing  faved  his  life 
but  the  great  defire  the  Mexicans  had  to  take  him 
alive,  as  a  prefen t  to  their  emperor  ;  and  before  they 
could  carry  him  off,  he  was  reftored  to  his  liberty 
by  the  valour  of  Chriftoval  de  Olea,  a  foldier  of 
diftifiguiffied  prowefs,  who  feeing  the  diftrefs  of  his 
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general,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fome  Tlafca- 
lans  who  were  near  him,  and  forced  his  way  to  the 
fpot,  where,  with  his  own  hand,  he  flew  the  Me¬ 
xicans  who  had  feized  Cortes.  And  he  having 
thus  regained  his  liberty,  at  the  expence  of  two 
flight  wounds,  pufhed  the  enemy  with  their  rein¬ 
forcement  fo  vigoroufly,  that  they  efcaped  to  the 
part  of  the  city  built  in  the  water,  and  left  the 
Spaniards  mailers  of  all  the  ilreets  upon  the  firm 
land.  During  this  engagement  in  the  town,  the 
troops  without  the  gates  commanded  by  Olid,  Al¬ 
varado,  and  Tapia, _  were  attacked  by  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  ten  thoufand  chofen  men,  fent  in  canoes 
from  Mexico,  under  leaders  of  approved  valour, 
who  fought  for  fome  time  with  great  obilinacy, 
but  were  at  length  obliged  to  reimbark  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs  ;  tho’  not  before  they  had  wounded 
the  three  captains,  befides  a  good  number  of  Spa- 
nifh  and  Tlafcalan  foldiers. 

Cortes,  being  now  mailer  of  all  the  ilreets  and 
buildings  on  the  firm  land,  pofied  fufficient  guards 
at  the  water-fide,  quartered  his  troops  in  fome 
great  porticoes,  and  ordered  an  officer,  with  twenty 
or  thirty  Spaniards,  to  keep  watch  on  the  top  of 
the  principal  temple,  which  overlooked  the  city, 
country,  and  lake.  Thefe,  about  the  clofe  of  the 
evening,  gave  notice,  that  they  difcovered  about 
two  thoufand  armed  canoes  advancing  with  great 
fpeed  from  Mexico  5  the  guards  at  the  landing- 
places  were  immediately  doubled,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  the  enemy  difembarked  at  a  great  diilance  from 
the  city,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand  men. 
Cortes  immediately  marched  out,  and  charged 
them  v/ith  Inch  impetuofity,  that  they  were  routed 
at  the  fir  ft  attack,  and  a  great  number  of  them  put 
to  the  fword ;  and  having  continued  at  Suchimilco 
four  days,  for  the  recovery  of  his  wounded  men, 
he  retreated  to  Tezeuco,  in  good  order,  with  the 
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fadsfaftion  of  having  accomplifhed  the  purpofe  of 
his  expediton,  which  was  to  reconoitre  this  city, 
and  break  the  force  and  fpirit  of  the  enemy,  before 
he  fhould  undertake  the  fiege  of  Mexico  :  yet  this 
fatisfadfion  was  in  fome  meafure  allayed  by  the  re¬ 
flection  of  having  loft  nine  or  ten  Spaniards ;  for, 
befides  thefe  who  were  killed  at  the  firffc  affault  of 
the  mountains,  three  or  four  were  taken  ^live,  in 
pillaging  one  of  the  houfes  of  Suchimilco,  and  two 
fervants  fell  into  an  ambufcade,  by  imprudently  fe- 
parating  from  the  army  in  their  retreat. 

The  brigantines  being  now  ready,  and  the  canal 
fufficiently  enlarged,  great  quantities  of  arms  were 
made  for  the  Indians,  an  exadt  account  taken  of 
all  the  flores,  the  artillery  proved,  the  fupplies  of 
provifion  regulated,  and  a  day  appointed  for  the 
confederate  caciques  to  appear  with  their  troops  at 
the  rendezvous :  but,  in  the  midit  of  thefe  prepa¬ 
rations,  a  confpiracy  was  formed  againft  the  life  of 
the  general,  which  was  the  more  dangerous,  as  be¬ 
ing  hatched  among  the  Spaniards.  A  foldier,  who 
had  been  long  in  the  Service,  came  to  him  one  day, 
and,  with  marks  of  fear  and  concern,  defired  a 
private  audience ;  which  being  granted,  he  gave  him 
a  minute  detail  of  the  confpiracy  which  had  been' 
formed  in  his  abfence.  The  chief  contriver  and 
agent  in  this  treacherous  defign  was  one  Antonio 
de  Villafana,  who  being  tired  of  the  fatigues  and 
perils  of  war,  firft  gave  vent  to  his  uneafmefs  in 
murmurs  and  complaints  againA  the  general,  whom 
lie  did  not  fcruple  to  accnfe  of  obflinacy  and  rafh- 
nefs.  Finding  his  inlinuatipns  agreeably  received 
by  fome  of  his  rellow-foldiers,  he  expreffed  a  de- 
fire  of  relinquiffiing  the  enterprize  and  returning  to 
Cuba ;  and,  as  this  retreat  could  not  poffibly  be 
effected  without  the  confent  of  Cortes,  he,  after 
having  fufficiently  founded  his  confederates,  im¬ 
parted  to  them  a  Scheme  for  ailaffinating  the  gene- 
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ral  and  all  his  principal  officers,  except  Francifco 
Verdugo,  who  had  married  a  filler  of  Diego  de  Ve- 
lafquez :  upon  him  they  propofed  to  confer  the 
chief  command,  a  flep  which  would  give  a  fandtion 
to  their  mutiny,  and  be  highly  agreeable  to  the 
governor  of  Cuba ;  and,  although  they  knew  Ver¬ 
dugo  to  be  a  man  of  honour  attached  to  Cortes, 
they  concluded  he  would  not  venture  to  refufe  the 
command,  left  greater  mifchief  fhould  enfue,  and 
in  the  mean  time  they  determined  to  keep  him  ig¬ 
norant  of  their  intention.  The  confpirators  ufed 
to  meet  at  the  lodgings  of  Villafana,  where  they 
figned  a  writing,  in  which  they  obliged  themfelves 
to  follow  and  fupport  that  traitor  in  the  execution 
of  his  horrible  fcherne ;  in  a  word,  the  affair  was 
managed  with  Inch  dexterity,  that  the  number  of 
fubfcribers*daily  increafed  ;  and  they  agreed  to  flab 
Cortes  with  his  friends  at  table,  on  pretence  of  go¬ 
ing  in  together  to  hear  the  news  of  a  pacquet  from 
Vera  Cruz,  which  fhould  be  feigned  tor  the  pur- 
pofe.  The  general  having  received  this  intelligence 
from  the  foldier,  who  had  engaged  in  the  confpi- 
racy,  went  immediately  with  two  alcaldes  and  fome 
of  his  captains  to  fecure  Villafana,  whom  he  found 
in  his  quarters,  with  three  or  four  of  his  accom¬ 
plices.  His  guilt  was  evident  from  his  confufion  at 
fight  of  Cortes,  who  having  put  him  in  irons,  and 
ordered  every  body  to  retire,  on  pretence  of  exa¬ 
mining  him  in  private,  took  out  of  his  bofom  the 
paper  figned  by  all  the  confpirators,  in  which  lift 
he  found  fome  names  that  greatly  augmented  his 
concern.  However,  he  concealed  his  difcovery 
even  from  his  friends,  caufed  the  accomplices  who 
were  found  in  the  apartment  to  be  imprifoned  apart, 
and  left  inflrudtions  with  the  officers  of  juflice  to 
proceed  with  all  fecrecy  and  difpatch  upon  the  trial 
of  Villafana,  who  immediately  confeilecl  his  crime, 
and  was  feen  next  morning  hanging  at  the  window 
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of  his  quarters ;  fo  that  his  guilt  and  punifhment 
were  made  public  at  the  fame  time.  But,  as  this 
was  no  time  to  fatisfy  juftice  with  the  lives  of  fo 
many  Spaniards,  Cortes  gave  out  that  Villafana 
had  {’wallowed  a  paper,  torn  in  pieces,  which  in 
all  probability  contained  the  names  of  the  confpira- 
tors :  then  affembling  his  captains  and  foldiers,  he 
gave  them  a  fummary  account  of  the  defign,  pre¬ 
tended  to  think  himfelf  happy  in  not  knowing  Vil- 
lafana’s  accomplices,  and  intreated  his  friends  to  in¬ 
quire  whether  or  not  the  Spaniards  complained  of 
his  proceedings,  that  he  might  corredl  his  own 

faults,  and  give  them  reafonable  fatisfadfion. - - 

He  afterwards  releafed  the  foldiers  who  had  been 
apprehended  with  the  traitor,  and  behaved  to  the 
reft  of  the  confpirators  without  any  change  in  his 
countenance  or  conduct ;  fo  that  they  were  fully 
perfuaded  he  was. ignorant  of  their  crime,  and  ferv- 
ed  in  the  fequel  with  extraordinary  diligence  and 
circumfpection,  in  order  to  avert  any  fufpicion  of 
their  fidelity. 

This  danger  being  fo  happily  furmounted,  by  the 
confurnmate  prudence  of  the  general,  he  was,  in  a 
few  days,  perplexed  with  another  affair  that  gave 
him  no  little  difturbance  and  chagrin.  Xicotencal, 
whofe  mind  hill  retained  the  feeds  of  animofity 
againft  Cortes,  having,  ifi  all  probability,  conceiv¬ 
ed  fome  new  difguh,  retreated  in  the  night  with 
fome  companies  of  Tlafcalans  who  were  attached 
to  his  fortune ;  and  Cortes,  being  informed  of  his 
defection  by  his  own  countrymen,  fent  fome  noble 
Indians  of  Tezeuco,  to  perfuade  him  to  return. 
But,  his  anfwer  to  the  general  being  obhinate, 
brutal,  and  contemptuous,  three  companies  of  Spa¬ 
niards,  reinforced  with  Tezeucans  and  Chalquefes, 
were  fent  in  purfuit  of  this  deferter,  with  orders 
to  take  him  prifoner,  and  kill  him  in  cafe  of  re- 
fihance.  As  he  defended  himfelf  to  the  lah,  it  was 
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impracticable  to  take  him  alive,  and  he  no.  fooner 
fell,  than  his  foldiers,  who  fought  with  reluctance, 
fubmitted  and  returned  to  Tezeuco,  leaving  their 
leader  hanging  on  a  tree.  Nor  did  his  death  oc- 
cafion  the  leaft  coldnefs  between  Cortes  and  the  re¬ 
public  ;  for  he  had  made  the  fenate  previoufly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  infolent  and  capricious  conduct 
of  their  general,  and  been  defired,  and  even  urged 
by  that  body  to  treat  him  with  all  the  rigour  of 
military  difcipline ;  even  his  own  father  joined  in 
this  requeft,  and  correfponded  with  Hernan,  after 
his  fon5s  death,  with  all  the  cordiality  of  their  former 
friendfhip. 

Thefe  difturbances  were  no  fooner  compofed, 
than  the  general  ordered  his  brigantines  to  be 
launched  and  rigged,  and  then  reviewed  his  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  amounted  to  nine  hundred  men,  of 
whom  near  two  hundred  ufed  fire-arms  and  crofs- 
bows,  the  reft  were  armed  with  fword,  buckler, 
and  lance;  befides  thefe  he  had  eighty  fix  horfe, 
and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon,  with  plenty  of  am¬ 
munition  ;  and  twenty  men  were  put  on  board  of 
each  veffel,  under  the  command  of  a  captain,  with 
fix  rowers  and  one  piece  of  artillery. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 

Cortes's  brigantines  are  launched  upon  the  lake ,  while 
fome  of  his  people  approach  the  city  of  Mexico  hy 
land ;  his  veffels  are  attacked  by  four  thoufand  ca¬ 
noes  ;  the  mofl  of  which  are  defrayed,  and  the  lake  • 
entirely  cleared  of  the  enemy ;  the  general  offers  peace 
to  the  emperor ,  whom  the  priefs  prevent  from  accept¬ 
ing  it ;  the  negleCt  of  Cortes'  s  officers  in  ->ne  particular 
ahnof  ruins  all  his  defigns  ;  Mexico  is  blocked  up 
and  fuffers  conftderably  by  famine. 

fTlHINGS  being  thus  difpofed,  he  divided  his 
army  into  three  bodies,  that  he  might  at 
the  fame  time  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  caufe- 
ways  of  Tacuba,  Iztapalapa,  and  Cuyocan,  without 
making  any  attempt  upon  Suchimilco,  which  was 
too  remote.  The  expedition  of  Tecuba  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  who  had  under  his 
command  an  hundred  and  fifty  Spanifh  foot,  and 
thirty  horfe,  together  with  thirty  thoufand  Tlafca- 
lans,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  attack  of 
Cuyocan  was  affigned  to  Chriiloval  de  Olid,  with 
an  hundred  and  fixty  Spaniards,  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  thirty  thoufand  confederate  Indians : 
and  the  attempt  upon  Iztapalapa  was  left  to  Gon- 
zalo  de  Sandoval,  who  commanded  an  hundred  and 
fifty  Spaniards,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  four 
and  twenty  horfe,  and  all  the  troops  of  Chaleo, 
Guacocingo,  and  Cholula,  amounting  to  above  for¬ 
ty  thoufand  men.  t 

Olid  and  Alvarado  marched,  together  as  far  as- 
Tacuba,  which  was  abandoned  by  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  :  thofe  who  were  able  to  bear  arms  having  re¬ 
tired  to  Mexico  for  the  defence  of  that  capital,  and 
the  reft  lied  to  the  mountains  with  their  moll  valu¬ 
able 
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able  effects.  Here  the  two  Spanilh  captains  having 
received  intelligence,  that  the  Mexicans  had  formed 
a  confiderable  body,  within  half  a  league  of  the 
city,  to  cover  the  aquedudls  which  came  from  the 
mountains  of  Chapultepeque,  they  marched  thi  ther, 
and,  after  a  mod:  obdinate  action,  drove  the  ene¬ 
my  from  their  poll,  and  broke  the  pipes  and  aque- 
du£t  in  two  or  three  places ;  fo  that  the  water  took 
its  natural  courfe  into  the  lake. 

This  exploit  being  atchieved,  Olid  marched  on 
with  his  divifion  to  Cuyocan,  while  Cortes  took  up¬ 
on  himfelf  the  command  on  the  lake,  and  embark¬ 
ed  with  Don  Fernando  lord  of  Tezeuco,  and  his 
brother,  who  was  afterwards  baptized  by  the  name 
of  Carlos  ;  but  this  dep  the  general  did  not  take 
without  having  fird  left  a  fufficient  number  of 
troops  to  cover  his  place  of  arms,  and  fecure  the 
communication  of  his  quarters.  The  brigantines 
being  drawn  up  in  a  line,  and  adorned  with  dags 
and  dreamers,  in  order  to  captivate  the  admiration 
of  the  enemy,  Cortes  diredled  them  to  approach 
Mexico,  that  he  might  fhew  himfelf  mader  of  the 
lake ;  and  in  his  return,  perceiving  a  pretty  drong 
cadle,  fituated  in  a  finall  idand,  from  whence  the 
Mexicans  provoked  him  with  abudve  language,  he 
refolved  to  chadife  their  infolence  in  light  of  the 
city,  the  terraces  and  balconies  of  which  were  fill¬ 
ed  with  a  prodigious  concourfe  of  people.  Draw¬ 
ing  near  the  diore  of  this  idand,  therefore,  he 
landed  with  an  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  who 
taking  three  different  paths,  mounted,  in  fpite  of  a 
very  vigorous  oppofition,  and  drove  the  enemy  in¬ 
to  the  cadle,  where  being  fo  crouded  that  they  had 
not  room  to  manage  their  arms,  they  were  obliged 
to  fubmit ;  and  Cortes  fpared  the  lives  of  thofe 
who  furrendered.  The  Spaniards  having  reim- 
barked,  and  the  brigantines  d keeling  their  courfe 
towards  Iztapalapa,  in  order  to  affid  Conzalo  de 
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Sandoval,  they  faw  a  fleet  of  canoes  affembling 
on  the  lake,  from  Mexico  and  other  neighbouring 
places ;  the  firft  that  came  out  advanced  a  little, 
and  waited  for  their  fellows,  until  the  number  was 
augmented  to  four  thoufand,  exhibiting  a  mod: 
beautiful  and  terrific  fhew  of  arms  and  feathers, 
which  feemed  to  cover  the  lake.  Cortes  extend¬ 
ing  his  front  in  the  form  of  an  half-moon,  advan¬ 
ced  towards  the  enemy,  and  then  ordered  his  men 
to  lie  upon  their  oars  and  red  themfelves,  that  they 
might  engage  with  the  greater  force,  for  the  wea¬ 
ther  was  fo  calm  they  could  not  ufe  their  fails. 
The  Mexicans,  in  this  particular,  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Spaniards ;  but,  a  breeze  of  wind 
fpringing  up  all  of  a  fudden,  and  taking  the  bri¬ 
gantines  in  flern,  they  began  the  attack  with  their 
artillery  at  a  dihance,  and  then  ran  foul  of  the  ca¬ 
noes  with  fuch  force  as  overfet  all  that  hood  in 
their  way,  while  the  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  made 
terrible  havock,  and  the  fmoke  blinded  the  enemy 
to  fuch  a  degree  that  they  did  not  know  which 
way  to  turn.  The  nobles  of  Mexico,  who  had 
manned  the  firh  five  hundred  canoes,  made  fome 
oppobtion  ;  but  moh  of  them  being  dehroyed,  the 
reh  was  all  confufion  and  diforder ;  they  ran  foul 
of  one  another,  fo  that  the  greateh  part  of  them 
foundered ;  a  vah  number  of  men  perifhed,  and 
the  brigantines  purfuing  the  remains  with  their  can- 
non-fhot,  forced  them  to  take  fhelter  in  the  canals 
of  the  city  of  Mexico.  After  this  viflory,  Hernan 
failed  about  the  city,  into  which  he  fired  fome  fliot 
by  way  of  triumph,  while  the  affrighted  Mexicans 
deplored  their  lofs  with  loud  lamentations,  and 
confidered  the  vefiels  of  the  Chriflians  as  fo  ma¬ 
ny  impregnable  floating  cables. 

The  general  paffed  the  night  near  Tezeuco;  and 
in  the  morning,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  fail¬ 
ing  to  Iztapalapa,  he  difcovered  a  great  number  of 
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canoes  making  towards  Cuyocan  ;  and,  though  he 
could  not  overtake  them,  he  arrived  at  a  very  cri¬ 
tical  conjuncture,  when  Chrifloval  de  Olid  was  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  caufeway,  and  fo  hard  pre'fied  on 
each  fide  by  the  canoes,  that  he  could  hardly  keep 
the  ground  he  had  gained.  The  Mexicans  had 
drawn  up  the  bridges  of  the  caufeways  towards  the 
city,  and  fortified  them  with  barricadoes  of  planks 
and  timbers,  fo  as  to  render  them  almofl  inaccef- 
iible  to  the  Spaniards,  wrho  were  obliged  to  demo- 
lifh  and  clear  thofe  defences  by  means  of  their 
crofs-bows,  fire-arms  and  artillery,  until  the  ditch 
could  be  filled  up  with  fafcines,  and  the  ruins  of 
its  own  fortification.  At  the  fight  of  the  brigan¬ 
tines,  all  the  canoes  on  that  fide  of  the  caufey  fed 
with  precipitation  ;  but  thofe  on  the  other  fide  flill 
continuing  the  engagement,  Cortes  ordered  the 
ditch  in  Olid’s  rear  to  be  widened,  for  the  pafiage 
of  three  or  four  brigantines;  upon  which  the  ene¬ 
my  retired  in  diforder  to  the  lafl  rampart  next  the 
city.  The  troops  paffed  the  night  upon  the  caufe¬ 
way,  without  abandoning  the  ground  they  had  gain¬ 
ed,  and  in  the  morning  continued  their  march  with 
little  or  no  oppoftion,  until  they  approached  the 
lafl  bridge,  which  was  fortified  with  flrong  works 
and  trenches  cut  in  the  flreets,  and  defended  by  an 
enormous  multitude  of  people.  The  artillery  from 
the  brigantines  made  a  rniferable  daughter  of  the 
Mexicans,  who  were  in  crowds  at  the  openings  of 
the  flreets,  wdfile  Chrifloval  de  Olid  having  ruined 
the  fortification  of  the  caufeway,  an<3.  filled  up  the 
ditch,  charged  the  defendants,  who  made  fuch  an 
obflinate  refflance,  that  Cortes,  impatient  of  de¬ 
lay,  landed  with  thirty  Spaniards,  and  foon  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  abandon  the  works,  and  leave  the 
chief  flreet  of  Mexico  unguarded.  The  fugitives 
took  poffeffion  of  a  temple  in  the  neighbourhood, 
covering  the  towers,  flairs,  and  outfide  in  fuch  a 

manner. 
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manner,  that  it  looked  like  an  hill  of  arms  and 
feathers ;  and  from  this  poll  they  defied  the  Spa¬ 
niards  with  as  much  infolence  as  they  could  have 
expreffed  if  they  had  been  conquerors  ;  but  they 
were  foon  diflodged  by  two  or  three  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  landed  for  that  purpofe  ;  that  whole  quarter 
was  forfaken,  the  idols  were  burned,  and  the  temple 
afforded  quarters  to  the  troops.  Cortes  expreffed 
a  defire  of  fortifying  himfelf  in  this  pod,  but  was 
diffuaded  by  his  captains,  who  reprefented  that 
they  would  run  the  rifque  of  lofing  the  paffage  of 
the  caufeway,  by  which  they  mud  receive  their 
ammunition  and  provifion,  becaufe  the  brigan¬ 
tines  could  not  enter  the  water-trenches  of  that 
part ;  and,  fhould  the  provifion  and  dores  be  land¬ 
ed  at  a  didance,  they  could  not  be  conveyed  to 
the  quarters  without  a  battle  for  every  fupply ; 
and  that  the  plan  of  the  attack,  by  three  divifions, 
which  had  already  been  agreed  upon,  ought  not  to 
be  changed,  without  fome  very  good  reafon  or  pro- 
fpeft  of  advantage. 

Convinced  by  this  remondrance,  he,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  retired  to*Cuyocan,  from  whence  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Iztapalapa,  where  he  found  Gonzalo  de  San¬ 
doval  reduced  to  the  lad  extremity.  He  had  pof- 
feffed  himfelf  of  the  buildings  on  the  land,  and 
made  great  havock  among  the  enemy,  who  endea¬ 
voured  to  annoy  him  from  their  canoes :  he  had 
ruined  fome  houfes,  overthrown  two  or  three  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Mexico,  and  the  Indians  having 
abandoned  a  large  building  near  the  land,  he  re- 
folved  to  feize  it,  in  order  to  enlarge  his  quarters, 
and  drive  the  enemy  to  a  greater  didan'ce.  This 
fcheme  he  effeffed  by  means  of  fafcines  ;  but,  he 
had  no  fooner  entered  with  fome  of  his  people, 
than  a  great  number  of  canoes,  which  had  lain  in 
ambufh,  advanced,  with  troops  of  fwimmers,  who 
flung  themfelves  into  the  water,  took  away  the  fa¬ 
fcines, 
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femes,  and  having  thus  cut  off  his  retreat,  befieged 
him  on  ail  hides,  fhooting  at  his  men  from  the 
terraces  and  windows  of  the  neighbouring  houfes. 

In  this  diflrefs  he  was  found  by  Cortes,  who  per- 
ceiving  that  vaft  number  of  canoes  in  the  water- 
ffreets,  ordered  his  brigantines  to  advance,  and 
played  his  artillery  with  fuch  good  fuccefs,  that 
the  enemy  fled  in  great  confuflon  ;  thofe  who  were 
upon  the  terraces  crowding  into  the  canoes,  funk  a 
great  number,  and  the  reA  fell  in  among  the  brigan¬ 
tines,  in  their  flight;  fo  that  the  forces  of  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  were  confiderably  diminifhed  by  this  day’s 
aclion  :  the  city  was  fubdued,  many  prifoners  made, 
and  the  foidiers  obtained  a  confiderable  booty. 
Cortes,  perceiving  it  would  be  impracticable  to  make 
ufe  of  this  caufey,  without  fir  ft  ruining  that  half 
of  Xztapaiapa  which  was  the  retreat  of  the  Mexican 
canoes,  an  expedient  which  would  create  fome  de¬ 
lay,  refolvea  to  quit  the  poft,  and  detach  Sando¬ 
val  to  Tapcaquilla,  where  there  was  another  caufe- 
way,  the  poffeflion  of  which  would  more  effectually 
hinder  the  Mexicans  from  being  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifion,  which  they  already  began  to  want.  This 
defign  was  immediately  executed  by  Gonzalo,  who 
found  the  place  forfaken,  and  lodged  himfelf  in  it 
without  reflftance.  Then  the  general  failed  to  Ta- 
cuba,  to  vifit  Alvarado,  who  had  met  with  various 
fuccefs.  The  place  was  deferred  at  his  approach  : 
in  hisprogrefs  he  had,  like  Chriftoval  de  Olid,  beaten 
down  works,  filled  up  ditches,  done  the  enemy 
confiderable  damage,  and,  at  qne  time,  advanced 
fo  far,  as  to  fet  fire  to  fome  houfes  in  Mexico  ;  but, 
in  the  courfe  of  thefe  expeditions,  he  had  loA  eight 
Spaniards. 

Cortes,  confldering  that  this  method  of  attack¬ 
ing  and  retreating,  ferved  only  to  confume  time, 
without  being  attended  with  any  great  advantage, 
refolved  to  change  his  plan,  and  put  a  flop  to  all 

operations 
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operations  by  land,  until  he  Should  make  himfelf 
abfolutely  mailer  of  the  lake,  from  which  his  men 
had  been  continually  perfecuted  in  their  advances  of 
the  caufeways.  For  this  -purpofe,  he  Sent  for  all 
the  canoes  belonging  to  the  allied  towns,  which 
being  manned  with  expert  Indians,  formed  a  fleet 
which  was  terrible  to  the  enemy  ;  thefe  he  divided 
into  fquadrons,  commanded  by  officers  of  their 
own  nation,  and  diflributed  them  among  the  brigan¬ 
tines,  four  of  which  he  fent  to  Sandoval,  as  many 
jflaid  with  Alvarado,  and  he  himfelf,  with  the  other 
five,  joined  Chrifloval  de  Olid.  This  difpofition 
being  made,  they  cruized  continually  up  and  down 
the  lake,  and  along  the  three  caufeys ;  by  which 
means  a  flop  was  put  to  the  inful ts  of  the  enemy, 
and  many  veffels  loaded  with  provifion  and  water 
were  taken  ;  fo  that  the  befieged  were  reduced  to 
great  diflrefs. 

Thefe  difficulties  feemed  only  to  whet  their  cou¬ 
rage  and  invention  :  they,  by  round-about  ways, 
fent  canoes  of  pioneers  to  clear  the  ditches  which 
the  Spaniards  had  filled  up,  that  they  might  be 
embarraffed  in  their  retreat ;  they,  contrary  to  their 
old  cufiom,  made  failles  by  night,  in  order  to 
fatigue  the  befiegers  :  and,  laftly,  they  built  thirty 
large  veflels  called  piraguas,  Strengthened  with 
planks,  to  Shelter  them  from  the  Shot  in  time  of  en¬ 
gagement.  With  this  fleet  they  failied  forth  in  the 
night,  and  lay  in  ambufh  behind  a  grove  of  reeds 
in  the  lake,  -which  effectually  concealed  them  from 
their  view.  In  order  to  decoy  the  brigantines 
which  ufed  to  cruize  about  the  lake,  by  two  and 
two  at  a  time,  they  had  provided  three  or  four  ca¬ 
noes  laden  with  provifion,  for  a  bait,  and  fixed  a 
number  of  large  flakes  in  the  water,  to  deftroy  or 
encumber  the  brigantines ;  fo  as  that  they  might 
board  them  with  a  better  profpedt  of  advantage. 

Next 
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Next  day,  according  to  their  expectation,  two 
of  the  brigantines  that  attended  Sandoval  began 
their  cruize,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  de  Bar¬ 
ba  and  Juan  Portillo ;  and  the  Mexicans  fent  out 
their  canoes  another  way,  which  being  feen  at  a 
diftance,  pretended  to  fly  and  retire  among  the 
reeds ;  and  the  brigantines  giving  chace,  foon  fell 
in  among  the  hidden  flakes,  where  they  were  fo 
embarrafled  that  they  could  neither  move  back¬ 
wards  nor  forwards.  Then  the  piraguas  came 
from  their  lurking-places,  and  attacked  them  with 
fuch  defperate  fury,  that  the  Spaniards  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  employ  the  utmoft  efforts  of  their  cou¬ 
rage,  and  muft  have  infallibly  perifhed,  had  not 
fome  expert  fwimmers,  by  main  firength  of  arms, 
hatchets,  and  other  tools,  removed  the  flakes,  and 
made  room  for  the  brigantines,  which  having  re¬ 
gained  their  liberty,  kept  fuch  a  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  that  almoft  all  their  piraguas  were  funk, 
and  the  refi  purfued  towards  Mexico,  with  great 
daughter.  But,  this  viCcory  was -not  obtained 
before  the  brigantines  had  received  great  da¬ 
mage  ;  many  Spaniards  were  dangeroufly  hurt,  Ju¬ 
an  Portillo  was  killed,  and  Pedro  de  Barba  died 
three  days  after  of  his  wounds,  to  the  inexpreflible 
regret  of  Cortes,  who  lofl  in  him  a  trufty  friend, 
and  an  excellent  officer. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  difafler  was  reveng¬ 
ed  upon  the  Mexicans,  who  concealed  themfelves 
a  fecond  time  among  the  reeds,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  the  Spaniards  would  again  fall  into  the  fnare. 
Cortes,  having  received  intelligenc  of  their  defign, 
ordered  fix  brigantines  to  fheer  off  in  the  night, 
and  lie  in  ambufh  among  another  parcel  of  reeds 
not  far  from  the  ambufcade  of  the  enemy  :  in  con- 
feq uence  of  his  inflruclions,  one  of  thefe  began  her 
cruize  in  the  morning,  feemingly  in  quefi  of  canoes 
laden  with  provifions,  and  difeovering  the  piraguas 

as 
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as  it  were  by  accident,  flood  off  immediately,  and 
pretended  to  fly  towards  the  place  of  the  counter- 
ambufcade.  She  was  immediately  purfued  by  the 
piraguas,  the  Mexicans  on  board  paddling  and 
fhouting  with  great  alacrity,  until,  being  at  a  con¬ 
venient  diflance,  the  other  brigantines  Tallied  forth, 
and  gave  them  fuch  a  terrible  falute  with  their  ar¬ 
tillery,  that  they  were  almofl  all  funk  at  the  firff 
difcharge,  and  moil  of  their  men  perifhed. 

Cortes,  underflanding  from  the  prifoners,  that 
the  befieged  began  to  murmur  at  the  want  of  pro- 
vifion,  water,  and  other  neceflaries,  refolved  to 
exert  his  utmod  diligence  in  cutting  off  all  relief 
from  the  city;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  hefenfc  two 
Mexican  noblemen  with  a  menage  to  Guatimozin, 
offering  to  leave  him  in  pofleffion  of  his  Mexican 
empire,  provided  he  would  acknowledge  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  king  of  Spain,  which  had  been 
authenticated  in  the  moil  folemn  manner,  during 
the  reign  of  his  predeceffors. 

In  confequence  of  this  propofal,  the  emperor  af- 
fembled  his  council,  to  whom  he  communicated 
the  offers  of  the  Spanifh  general,  and  at  the  fame 
time  defcribed  the  deplorable  fituation  of  Mexico  ; 
fo  that  his  minifters  and  officers  unanimoufly  ad- 
vifed  him  to  receive  the  overtures  of  Cortes  to¬ 
wards  an  accommodation.  But  this  favourable  dif- 
pofition  was  deftroyed  by  the  remonftrances  of  the 
prieffs,  who  pretended  to  have  received  aufpicious 
refponces  from  their  idols,  and  encouraged  them 
with  affurance  of  vifiory  and  fuccefs.  Thefe  infi- 
nuations  and  promifes  animated  the  nobles  to  fuch 
a  pitch  of  hope  and  enthufiafm,  that  they  fet  the 
Spaniards  at  defiance,  and  Guatimozin  declared 
that  he  would  put  to  death  the  firff  man  who 
ffaould  in  the  fequel  give  the  leaff  hint  of  peace, 
whatever  extremity  they  fhould  undergo. 


The 
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The  general,  being  informed  of  this  determina¬ 
tion,  refolved  to  pufh  on  his  hoftilities,  until  he 
fhould  have  carried  fire  and  fword  into  the  very 
heart  of  the  city;  and,  having  fent  orders  for  this 
purpofe  to  the  commanders  of  the  two  attacks  of 
Tacuba  and  Tapcaquilla,  he  himfelf,  at  the  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  marched  by  the  caufeway  of  Cuyo- 
can,  at  the  head  of  the  troops  commanded  by  Crif- 
toval  de  Olid.  The  enemy  had  cleared  the  ditches 
as  before,  and  caft  up  works,  which  however  were 
foon  demolifhed  by  the  brigantines ;  fo  that  the 
troops  advanced,  without  any  confiderable  oppofh 
tion,  to  the  laft  bridge,  where  they  found  part  of 
the  caufeway  broke  down,  to  enlarge  the  ditch  ; 
and,  on  the  oppofite  bank,  a  huge  fortification, 
defended  by  a  prodigious  multitude.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  was  foon  deflroyed  by  the  artillery,  which 
made  fuch  havock  that  the  enemy  retired  into  the 
city,  and  the  fhore  being  left  free,  Cortes  immedi¬ 
ately  landed  his  men,  horfe,  and  three  pieces  of 
cannon,  by  means  of  the  brigantines  and  confede¬ 
rate  canoes.  But,  before  he  advanced  into  the 
flreets,  he  ordered  the  treafurer  Julian  de  Alderete 
to  flay  behind,  in  order  to  fill  up  and  fecure  the 
ditch,  while  the  brigantines  were  diredfed  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  fcene  of  adfion  by  the  great  canals,  and 
fire  upon  the  enemy.  Alderete  no  fooner  heard  the 
battle  begun,  than  looking  upon  the  office  in  which 
he  was  engaged  as  a  difhonourable  piece  of  fervice, 
followed  the  troops  into  the  engagement,  and  left 
the  care  of  filling  up  the  ditch  to  another  officer, 
who  likewife  abandoned  it  for  the  fame  reafon. 

The  Mexicans  flood  the  fir  ft  charge  with  great 
refolution  behind  their  trenches  and  barricadoes, 
and  did  the  Spaniards  confiderable  damage  from 
their  windows  and  terraces ;  when  all  of  a  hidden 
the  adfion  ceafed,  and  they  haftily  quitted  the 
ground  which  they  had  hitherto  difputed  with  fuch 

obhinate 
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obftinate  valour.  This  unexpected  cefTation  was 
owing  to  an  order  of  Guatimozin,  who  being  in¬ 
formed  that  the  great  ditch  was  relinquiffied  by 
the  Spaniards,  commanded  his  officers  to  preferve 
their  troops  to  fall  upon  the  enemy  in  their  retreat. 
Cortes  immediately  fufpeCted  their  defign,  and 
having  barely  time  enough  to  return  to  his  quarters 
before  night,  he  began  his  retreat,  after  having  fet 
fire  to  fome  houfes  from  which  he  had  fuftained 
fome  damage  in  his  attack.  But  they  had  fcarce 
wheeled  about  when  their  ears  were  ftartled  with 
the  difmal  found  of  the  facred  trumpet,  which  none 
but  the  priefls  were  permitted  to  blow,  and  they 
only  on  the  moft  emergent  occafions,  as  the  imme¬ 
diate  heralds  of  their  gods.  The  tone  was  ve¬ 
hemently  loud,  ftrong,  and  difcordant,  infpiring 
thofe  barbarians  with  defperate  rage  and  enthufiaf- 
tic  fury,  which  firft  broke  forth  in  hideous  out¬ 
cries,  and  afterwards  appeared  in  the  aClion.  An 
incredible  number  of  their  chofen  warriors,  pick¬ 
ed  for  the  occafion,  attacked  the  rear  which  was 
brought  up  by  the  Spaniards,  and  fought  with  fuch 
intrepidity,  that  the  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  had 
no  eifeCf  upon  their  courage.  Cortes  underhand' 
ing  the  misfortune  of  the  ditch,  endeavoured  to 
form  his  battalions,  but  found  the  talk  impracti¬ 
cable,  becaufe  the  confederates,  who  being  in  the 
front,  firft  arrived  at  the  ditch,  threw  themfelves 
into  it,  with  fuch  confufion,  that  his  orders  were 
either  not  heard  or  negledfed.  Some  got  over  to 
the  caufeway  in  the  brigantines  and  canoes,  but  a 
much  greater  number  plunged  into  the  water, 
where  they  were  deftroyed .  by  whole  companies 
of  Mexican  fwimmers.  As  for  the  general,  who 
was  left  with  fome  of  his  own  people  to  maintain 
the  fight,  his  horfe  was  killed  under  him  with  ar¬ 
rows,  and  captain  Francifco  de  Guzman  alighting 
to  accommodate  him,  was  taken  prifoner,  without 

any 
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any  poffibility  of  being  refcued.  At  length  he  was 
taken  on  board  of  the  brigantines,  and  returned  to 
his  quarters,  wounded  and  extremely  mortified,, 
notwithfianding  the  great  (laughter  he  had  made 
among  the  Mexicans ;  for  a  thoufand  Tlafcalans 
were  killed  in  the  action,  above  forty  Spaniards 
were  taken  alive,  and  of  thofe  that  remained,  fcarce 
one  had  efcaped  unwounded. 

Sandoval  and  Alvarado,  who  entered  the  city 
by  different  ways  at  the  fame  time,  met  with  ah 
moft  the  fame  fuccefs.  They  gained  bridges,  filled 
up  ditches,  defiroyed  houfes,  and  were  fet  upon 
in  their  retreat ;  but,  as  they  had  not  the  great 
ditch  in  their  rear,  they  did  not  lofe  above  twenty 
Spaniards.  Alderete,  fenfible  of  his  offence,  haf- 
tened  to  the  prefence  of  Cortes,  and  offered  his 
head  as  an  atonement  for  his  crime;  but,  as  it  was 
no  time  to  make  fuch  examples  of  feverity,  his  pu- 
nifhment  was  limited  to  a  very  iharp  reprimand. 
The  operations  of  war  were  fufpended,  and  the 
fiege  turned  to  a  blockade,  until  the  wounds  of 
the  foldiers  could  be  cured,  and  fome  new  plan 
concerted  for  annoying  the  enemy. 

The  Mexicans  celebrated  their  vidfory  with 
great  rejoicings ;  all  the  temples  of  the  city  were 
illuminated,  and  that  which  was  dedicated  to  the 
god  of  war  refounded  with  the  notes  of  military 
inftruments,  accompanying  the  facrifice  of  thofe 
miferable  Spaniards  who  were  taken  alive.  The 
motions  of  the  Mexicans  were  diftmdtly  perceived 
from  the  quarters,  and  fome  foldiers  went  fo  far 
as  to  affirm,  they  could  difiinguifh  the  voices  and 
knew  the  particular  victims  :  a  difmal  fpeffacle  ! 
at  which  Cortes  himfelf  could  not  help  (bedding 
tears;  and  his  officers  followed  his  example.  A 
little  before  day-break,  the  enemy,  elevated  with 
their  good  fortune,  advanced  by  the  three  caufe- 
ways,  to  beat  up  the  quarters  and  fet  fire  to  the 
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three  brigantines ;  but  the  fame  infernal  trumpet 
by  which  they  were  infpired,  gave  notice  of  their 
approach*  and  they  were  foon  repulfed  by  the  ar¬ 
tillery.  Next  day*  Guatimozin  gave  out  among 
his  own  people,  that  Cortes  had  been  killed  in 
his  retreat  on  the  caufeway  ;  he  fent  the  heads  of 
the  facrificed  Spaniards  to  the  neighbouring  towns 
as  tokens  of  his  victory,  which  might  confirm  thofe 
that  wavered,  and  induce  others  to  return  to  their 
obedience:  and,  lafily,  he  circulated  a  report, 
that  the  god  of  war  being  appeafed  by  thofe  vic¬ 
tims,  had  declared,  in  an  intelligible  voice,  that  in 
eight  days  the  enemies  of  the  Mexicans  fhould  in¬ 
fallibly  perifii.  This  menace  being  communicated, 
by  means  of  his  emifiaries,  to  the  confederate  In¬ 
dians,  they  were  fo  terrified  at  the  precife  limita¬ 
tion  of  the  time  affigned  for  their  defiruflion,  that 
they  refolved  to  quit  the  army ;  and,  during  the 
firft  three  nights,  almoft  all  the  allies  abandoned 
their  quarters,  except  their  chief  officers,  who  va¬ 
lued  their  lives  lefs  than  their  honour. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 


The  Spaniards  enter  and  make  a  lodgment  In  the  city  5 
the  emperor  and  his  conjort  are  fei%ed  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  efcape  ;  the  city  furrenders  to  Cortes  \  and 
the  zvhole  empire  of  Mexico  acknowledges  the  king 
of  Spain’s  fovereignty » 


ORTESj  alarmed  at  this  circtirn fiance,  im- 


mediately  fent  the  Indian  commanders  to 
ftop  the  fugitives  until  the  eight  days  fhould  be 
elapfed,  that  they  might  be  convinced  of  the  irn- 
pofrure  ;  and  when  that  term  expired,  they  be¬ 
came  fenfible  of  the  falfhood  of  the  oracle,  and 
returned  to  their  duty  with  frefh  vigour  and  re- 
folution.  At  the  fame  time  new(  levies  came  from 
Tezeuco,  a  jflrong  reinforcement  arrived  from  Tlaf- 
cala,  and  feveral  nations  which  had  hitherto  obferv- 
ed  a  neutrality,  induced  by  the  greatnefs  of  the 
enterprize  and  the  <J.Iffrefs  of  Mexico,  declared  for 
the  Spaniards  ;  fo  that,  in  a  few  days  after  the  ter¬ 
rible  dilemma  to  which  he  was  reduced,  Cortes 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  fighting  men.  Mean  while  the  Mexicans  were 
not  idle,  but  made  frequent  attacks  both  by  day 
and  by  night  upon  the  quarters,  from  which  how¬ 
ever  they  were  coriftantly  repulfed  with  great  lofs ; 
and  the  general  being  informed  that  difcontents 
prevailed  in  the  city,  in  confequence  of  the  famine, 
by  which  great  numbers  perifhed,  he  refolved  to 
proceed  again  to  adlion,  left  the  zeal  or  courage 
of  his  confederates  fhould  abate;  and,  as  his  troops 
had  buffered  fo  much  in  retreating,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  commander  of  each  attack  fhould  keep  h's- 


I  2 


ground 
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ground,  and  penetrate  as  far  as  the  great  fquare 
of  Tlateleuco,  where  the  three  bodies  propofed  to 
join,  and  fortify  themfelves,  in  order  to  a£t  as  oc- 
cation  fhould  require. 

This  plan  being  approved  by  his  officers,  the 
general  made  provifion  of  bread,  water,  and  other 
neceffaries  for  the  fubilftence  of  the  troops  in  Mexi¬ 
co  ;  and  ilrong  garrifons  being  left  in  the  quarters 
and  place  of  arms,  Alvarado  and  Sandoval  began 
their  march  by  day-break  from  Tacuba  to  Tapea- 
quilla,  while  Cortes  advanced  from  Cuyocan  with 
the  body  of  troops  commanded  by  Olid,  and  the 
brigantines  and  canoes  were  diffributecl  fo  as  to 
fupport  the  three  attacks.  They  found  the  caufe- 
ways  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  the  bridges  drawn 
up,  the  ditches  cleared,  and  the  barricadoes  de¬ 
fended  by  enormous  multitudes  of  the  enemy;  but 
thefe  difficulties  were  furmounted  as  formerly,  and 
the  three  captains  much  about  the  fame  time  enter¬ 
ed  the  city,  where  they  fortified  themfelves  as  well 
as  they  could  with  the  ruins  of  the  houfes,  fo  as 
to  effect  a  lodgment  for  the  night.  This  new  me¬ 
thod  of  proceeding  broke  all  the  meafures  which 
the  Mexicans  had  taken  to  charge  them  in  the  re¬ 
treat,  and  filled  the  whole  city  with  terror  and 
confternation.  A  council  was  immediately  con¬ 
vened  at  the  palace  of  Guatimozin,  where  it  was 
refolved  to  make  their  turnoff  efforts  to  diflodge 
the  Spaniards ;  and  their  army  being  divided  into 
three  bodies,  advanced  to  the  attack  in  the  dawn 
of  the  morning  ;  but,  preparations  having  been 
made  for  their  reception,  they  no  fooner  approach¬ 
ed  than  the  artillery  began  to  play  with  inch  exe¬ 
cution  as  put  a  flop  to  their  career,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards  attacking  in  their  turn,  they  were  foon  rout¬ 
ed  and  difperfed,  and  the  quarters  bettered  for  the 
enduing  night.  Yet  the  afTailants  had  manifold 
y  difficulties 
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difficulties  to  encounter;  for  they  were  obliged^ 
as  they  advanced,  to  deftroy  hoofes,  level  works, 
and  fill  up  the  trenches  which  were  cut  acrois 
every  firreet  :  and,  notwithftanding  thefe  obftruifil- 
ons,  in  lefs  than  four  days  all  the  three  leaders 
came  in  fight  of  the  Tlateleuco. 

Alvarado  was  the  firfi  who  arrived  at  this  fpacfi 
ous  fquare,  where  the  enemy,  whom  he  had  dri¬ 
ven  before  him,  endeavoured  to  make  a  Hand ; 
but,  before  they  could  be  drawn  up  in  order,  he 
fell  upon  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  abandon¬ 
ed  the  ground,  and  retired  in  great  confufion  into 
the  fireets  on  the  cppofite  fide.  Perceiving  at  a 
fmall  difiance  a  very  large  temple,  the  towers  of 
which  were  pofiefied  by  the  enemy,  he  detached 
fome  companies  to  take  poffefiion  of  that  poll, 
which  would  fecure  his  rear,  and  this  fervice  be¬ 
ing  performed  almofi  without  oppofition,  he  or¬ 
dered  a  frnoke  to  be  made  upon  the  top  as  a  fignai 
of  his  fuccefs,  and  drew  up  his  troops  in  one  body 
to  make  a  proper  lodgment.  It  was  not  long  be¬ 
fore  he  was  joined  by  Cortes  and  Olid,  who  ad¬ 
vanced  by  another  avenue,  driving  a  throng  of 
Mexicans  before  them  into  the  fquare,  who  fall- 
ing  upon  Alvarado’s  battalion,  were  cut  in  pieces  : 
and  the  fame  miferable  fate  attended  thofe  who 
were  driven  by  the  third  divifion  under  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  The  enemy  perceiving  the  whole  force 
of  the  Spaniards  thus  united,  ran  away  with  the 
utmoft  precipitation  to  defend  the  perfon  of  their 
prince;  and  their  retreat  gave  Cortes  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  lodge  himfelf  to  the  befi  advantage,  with¬ 
out  interruption.'  Some  companies  were  polled  in 
the  adjacent  fireets,  to  fecure  his  quarters  from 
infults ;  the  brigantines  and  canoes  were  ordered 
to  cruife  along  the  three  caufeways,  and  fend  him 
notice  of  every  thing  that  fiiould  occur;  and  the 

I  3  con- 
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confederate  Indians  were  employed  in  clearing  the 
fquare  from  the  dead  bodies,  fome  of  which  they 
devoured,  in  fpite  of  all  the  precautions  that  could 
be  taken  to  prevent  fuch  abominable  banquets. 

At  night,  feveral  parties  of  wretched  peafants, 
half  dead  with  hunger,  came  to  furrender  them- 
felves ;  and,  tho’  thb  general  knew  they  were  dif- 
miffed  by  the  enemy  as  ufelefs  mouths,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  fed  and  releafed,  that  they  might  feek 
their  livelihood  in  the  country.  Next  morning, 
all  the  hreets  within  the  enemy’s  diftrici  were  filled 
witH  armed  men, .  in  order  to  cover  thofe  who  work¬ 
ed  upon  the  fortifications,  which  they  were  railing 
as  their  ultimate  retreat :  and  Hernan  fufpended 
the  attack  he  had  meditated,  becaufe  they  did  not 
proceed  to  hoftilities  ;  refolving  to  try,  once  more, 
if  they  would  accept  of  terms  of  accommodation, 
now  that  they  faw  him  fo  advantageoufly  polled 
in  the  very  heart  of  their  city.  For  this  purpofe, 
he  fent  four  of  the  principal  prifoners  with  a  mef- 
iage  to  Guatimozin,  who  with  his  minifters  and 
nobility  had  retired  to  a  fpacious  angle  of  the  city, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  bordered  upon  the  lake, 
and  the  reft,  which  was  at  no  great  difiance  from 
the  great  fquare  of  Tlateleuco,  he  had  fortified 
with  firong  bulwarks  and  deep  ditches  filled  with 
water.  Cortes,  in  the  morning  after  he  had  fent 
the  meflage,  advanced  to  reconnoitre  thefe  forti¬ 
fications,  which  were  covered  with  an  incredible 
number  of  armed  men,  who  neverthelefs,  made 
no  motion  towards  an  engagement,  but  pointed 
their  weapons  downwards,  in  fignal  of  truce.  Yet, 
in  order  to  perfuade  the  Spaniards,  that  their  defire 
of  peace  could  not  proceed  from  their  neceflities, 
they  affefled  to  fit  upon  the  works  at  victuals,  and 
threw  cakes  of  maiz  among  the  common  people ; 
while  their  champions  from  time  to  time  fallied 
forth,  and  challenged  the  Spaniards  to  fingle  com- 

'  bat. 
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bat.  One  of  thefe  advanced  near  the  place  where 
the  general  flood,  and,  by  his  ornaments,  feemed 
to  be  a  perfon  of  diftinTion :  he  was  armed  with 
a  fword  and  buckler  that  belonged  to  one  of  the 
Spaniards  whom  they  had  facrificed,  and  perfified 
in  his  defiance  with  fuch  arrogance  as  provoked 
the  indignation  of  Cortes,  who  ordered  the  inter¬ 
preter  to  tell  him,  that  if  he  would  bring  ten  others 
like  himfelf,  that  Spaniard  (pointing  to  his  own 
page}  fhould  have  leave  to  engage  them  all  at  once. 
The  page,  whofe  name  was  Juan  Nunez  de  Mer¬ 
cado,  a  youth  about  feventeen,  thinking  his  ho¬ 
nour  was  concerned,  as  the  general  had  mentioned 
his  name  upon  this  occafion,  Hole  away  from  the 
croud,  and  leaping  over  the  ditch,  attacked  the 
challenger  in  fight  of  both  armies.  He  received 
the  firft  blow  of  the  Mexican  upon  his  fhield  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  'gave  him  fuch  a  vigorous  thruft 
as  laid  the  champion  dead  upon  the  fpot,  then  feiz- 
ing  his  fword  and  buckler,  returned  and  laid  them 
at  the  feet  of  Cortes,  who  was  fo  pleafed  with  this 
early  proof  of  his  valour,  that  he  embraced  him 
with  great  tendernefs,  and,  with  his  own  hands, 
girded  upon  him  the  weapon  he  had  fo  gallantly 
won. 

The  fufpenfion  of  arms  lafted  three  or  four  days, 
during  which  Guatimozin  held  feveral  councils  to 
deliberate  upon  the  overtures  of  peace  which 
Cortes  had  made ;  but,  the  priefls  oppofed  them 
fo  ffrenuoufly,  that  after  obftinate  debates,  it  was 
refolved  to  renew  hoftilities  and  profecute  the  war, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  the  emperor  gave  orders, 
that  all  the  piraguas  and  canoes  fhould  retire  to  a 
kind  of  bay  made  by  the  lake  in  that  part  of  the 
city,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  fecure  his  retreat, 
in  cafe  he  fhould  be  driven  to  extremity.  This 
order  was  infiantly  obeyed,  and  as  an  infinite 
number  of  thofe  veffeis  were  feen  making  towards 
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that  bay,  Cortes  fufpefted  their  dehgn,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  commander  in  chief 
of  all  the  brigantines,  giving  him  inbruftions  to 
furround  the  bay  at  a  dibance,  and  keep  a  watch¬ 
ful  eye  upon  the  enemy’s  motions.  Then  he  ad¬ 
vanced  with  his  troops  towards  their  fortifications, 
and  the  Mexicans  no  fooner  faw  the  van-guard  ap¬ 
proach,  than  they  fignified  the  breach  of  the  truce 
by  their  hoflile  cries,  and  prepared  for  a  vigorous 
defence  ;  but  when  they  faw  the  havock  made  by 
the  cannon  in  their  bulwarks,  which  they  had  fup- 
pofecl  Impregnable,  their  hearts  began  to  fail  them, 
and  in  all  probability,  they  fent  notice  of  their 
danger  to  Guatimozin  ;  for,  in  a  little  time,  they 
made  iigns  of  demanding  a  parley,  by  hanging 
out  white  cloths  and  repeating  the  word  Peace. 
When  they  were  given  to  underhand,  by  the  in¬ 
terpreters,  that  whoever  had  any  propofals  to  of¬ 
fer,  might  approach  with  fafety,  three  or  four 
perfons  of  note  appeared  on  the  farther  fide  of 
the  ditch,  and  told  Cortes  they  were  appointed  by 
the  emperor  to  come  and  receive  his  propofals 
towards  an  accommodation.  The  general  allured 
them,  that  he  fmcerely  wifhed  for  peace ;  and  as 
affairs  of  that  nature  could  not  be  fo  fpeedily 
tranfadbed  by  deputies,  he  defired  that  their  prince 
might  come  and  treat  in  perfon,  and  in  the  mean 
time  he  would  caufe  hobilities  to  ceafe.  The  am- 
baffadors  retired  with  this  anfwer,  and  in  the 
evening  returned  with  a  meffage,  importing  that 
Guatimozin  would  come  in  perfon  next  day,  with 
his  counfellors  and  attendants,  in  order  to  put  a 
finifhing  broke  to  the  treaty  but,  at  the  appointed 
time,  the  deputies  came  back,  and  pretended  that 
an  unforefeen  accident  had  prevented  the  emperor 
from  keeping  his  word,  and  that  he  could  not  pof- 
fibly  come  till  to-morrow  :  the  conference  was  af¬ 
terwards  delayed^  on  pretence  of  adjubing  certain 

previous 
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previous  ceremonies ;  and  in  a  word,  their  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  amufe  the  Spaniards  until  their  mo¬ 
narch’s  efcape  or  retreat  fhould  be  accomplifhed. 
At  length,  Cortes  began  to  fufpeft  their  dncerity, 
and  told  them  that  if  they  did  .  not  come  to  a  refo- 
lution  within  a  certain  time,  he  would  profecute 
the  war  with  the  utmod  rigour ;  but  before  the 
term  was  quite  expired,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  who 
commanded  the  fleet,  difcovered,  at  the  dawn  of 
day,  great  multitudes  embarking  on  board  of  the 
canoes,  and  having  fent  immediate  notice  of  this 
armament  to  Cortes,  he  advanced  towards  them 
with  his  brigantines.  They  confided  of  all  the 
nobility  and  principal  citizens,  who  were  refolved 
to  make  their  lad  efforts  againd  the  brigantines,  fo 
as  to  employ  them  fully  until  the  emperor  fhould 
have  made  his  retreat ;  and  accordingly  they  at¬ 
tacked  the  Spaniards  furioudy,  without  being  dis¬ 
mayed  at  the  havoc  which  was  made  among  them 
by  the  artillery.  In  the  very  hotted  of  this  en¬ 
gagement,  Sandoval  perceived  fix  or  feven  pira¬ 
guas  rowing  from  the  farthed  part  of  the  bay  with 
the  utmod  fpeed,  and  forthwith  ordered  captain 
Garcia  de  Holguin  to  give  them  chafe  with  his 
brigantine,  which  was  a  prime  failor.  It  was  not 
long  before  this  alert  officer  came  up  with  the 
foremod  piragua,  which  when  he  was  going  to  at¬ 
tack,  the  Mexicans  ceafed  rowing,  and  hailing  the 
brigantine,  defired  the  captain  would  not  fire,  be- 
caufe  the  emperor  was  on  board.  This  declara¬ 
tion  being  interpreted  by  one  of  the  Spanifh  fol- 
diers  who  had  learned  a  fmattering  of  the  lan¬ 
guage,' Holguin,  and  feme  of  his  men  leaped  into 
the  piragua  to  fecure  the  prize,  and  Guatimozm 
advancing  to  him,  faid,  “  lam  your  prifoner,  and 
“  v/ill  obey  you  in  all  things  :  all  the  favour  I  aik. 

is,  that  forrie  regard  may  be  had  to  the  honour 
44  of  the  emprefs,  my  comfort,  and  her  female  at- 

I  5  “  tendants.’5 


j  7 8  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

“  tendants.”  So  faying,  he  handed  that  princefs 
into  the  brigantine,  and  perceiving  Holguin  in 
fame  concern  about  the  other  piraguas,  he  told 
him  he  needed  not  give  himfeif  any  concern  about 
his  followers,  for,  they  would  all  come  and  die  at 
the  feet  of  their  fovereign.  Accordingly,  he  made 
a  certain  fignal,  at  fight  of  which  the  Mexicans 
dropped  their  weapons,  and  followed  the  brigan¬ 
tine  with  the  moft  fubmilfive  obedience.  The  no¬ 
bility  on  board  of  the  canoes  which  were  fo  hotly 
engaged  with  Sandoval,  no  fooner  heard  of  their 
prince’s  misfortune,  than  they  began  to  utter  a 
difmal  yell  of  lamentation,  furrenderea  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards  without  further  refinance,  and  begged  to 
be  taken  on  board  of  the  brigantines,  that  they 
might  fhare  the  fortune  of  their  emperor.  As  for 
Holguin,  he  no  fooner  made  Guatimozin  prifoner, 
than  he  difpatched  a  canoe  to  Cortes,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  faccefs,  which  he  likewife  communi¬ 
cated  to  Sandoval  as  he  palled,  without  bearing 
down  too  near  him,  left  he  ftiould  order  him  to 
bring  his  prifoner  on  board.  While  thefe  things 
were  tranfafted  on  the  lake,  the  general  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  attacking  the  wooden  fortifications,  which 
the  Mexicans  defended  with  extraordinary  courage 
and  refolution,  until  they  were  informed  by  their 
centinels,  that  the  piraguas  were  taken,  when  they 
fuddenly  retired  in  confufion,  overwhelmed  with 
fear,  aftonifhment,  and  defpair. 

That  very  inftant,  the  meftenger  fent  by  Hol¬ 
guin  arrived,  and  gave  Cortes  an  account  of  what 
had  happened  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  keep  their  ground  without 
advancing,  till  further  inftrudfions  ;  and  two  com¬ 
panies  of  Spaniards  were  fent  to  the  landing-place, 
to  guard  the  royal  prifoner,  whom  the  general  in 
perlon  received  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  quar- 

\  ters, 
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ters,  with  great  courtefy  and  refpett,  which  the 
emperor  returned  by  figns  and  gefliculations. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  quarters,  Guatimozin 
and  his  emprefs  went  in  firfl  and  feated  themfelves* 
but,  the  prince  feeming  to  recollect  himfelf,  rofe 
up  again  and  defired  Cortes  to  take  his  place ;  be¬ 
ing  prevailed  upon  to  reaffume  his  feat,  he  addrefled 
liimfelf  to  the  general  in  words  to  this  effedh 
**  Valiant  and  renowned  chief,  why  do  not  you 
**  draw  that  fword  and  take  away  my  life  ?  prifo- 
&i  ners  of  my  rank  are  a  burthen  to  the  conqu-e- 
**  ror  :  difpatch  me  then,  without  delay,  that  I 
may  have  the  honour  of  dying  by  your  hand* 
*6  fince  I  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  fall  in  the 
defence  of  my  country.”  Here  he  could  not 
help  burfling  into  tears,  while  the  emprefs  wept 
bitterly,  and  Cortes,  whofe  heart  melted  with 
companion,  could  fcarce  refrain  from  following 
their  example.  In  order  to  alleviate  their  forrow, 
he  told  him  he  was  prifoner  to  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  monarchs  of  the  univerfe,  from  whofe 
royal  clemency  he  might  hope  not  only  to  regain 
his  liberty,  but  even  his  empire  ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  until  that  monarch’s  pleafure  fhould  be 
known,  he  fhould  be  treated  with  all  the  refpeft 
due  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico. 

Guatlmozin  was  about  the  age  of  twenty  four, 
tall,  rebuff,  extremely  well  proportioned,  and  of 
a  complexion  fo  fair,  that,  among  his  countrymen, 
he  looked  like  a  native  of  a  different  climate  :  his 
countenance  was  lofty,  and  commanded  refpeef, 
his  difpofition  was  martial,  and  his  bravery  had 
railed  him  to  the  throne.  The  emprefs,  who  was 
about  the  fame  age,  had  a  commanding  afpeff  and 
dignity  of  deportment  which  attracted  the  eye,  and 
infpired  refpeff  and  veneration,  "tho’  her  beauty 
was  rather  mafeuiine  than  agreeable.  Cortes  un« 
derfeanding  die  was  niece  to  Motezurna,  renewed 

I  6  his 
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his  tenders  of  fervice  with  great  cordiality  on  that 
account ;  but,  as  he  thought  it  was  neceffary  to 
reduce  that  part  of  the  city  which  was  hill  in  the 
enemy’s  poffeffion,  he  took  leave  of  his  prifoners, 
whom  he  left  to  the  care  of  Sandoval,  and  went 
out  to  give  orders  for  another  attack. 

Guatimozin  gu effing  the  caufe  of  his  abrupt 
departure,  defired  to  fpeak  with  him,  and  when 
he  came  back,  conjured  him  to  fpare  his  unhappy 
fubjeffs,  who  would  furrender  peaceably  whenever 
they  fhould  be  informed  of  his  captivity  :  he  there¬ 
fore  earnefUy  begged  that  one  of  his  own  minifters 
might  accompany  Cortes,  and  command  the  Me¬ 
xicans,  in  the  name  of  their  prince,  to  obey  the 
Spanifh  general  ;  and  this  order  they  no  fooner 
received,  than  they  threw  down  their  arms  and 
fubmitted.  They  were  permitted  to  march  out, 
without  arms  or  baggage,  and  they  forthwith  took 
the  advantage  of  this  permiffion,  retiring  tumultu- 
oufly  in  fuch  multitudes,  that  the  Spaniards 
were  amazed  at  the  numbers  of  armed  men  who 
remained  after  fo  many  defeats,  and  fuch  repeated 
carnage. 

When  the  troops  of  Cortes  took  poffeffion  of 
the  places  they  had  evacuated,  nothing  but  objefls 
of  horror  and  compaffion  met  their  view.  They 
found  a  vafl  number  of  miferable  wretches  lying 
fick  and  wounded,  calling  upon  death  to  releafe 
them  from  their  tortures ;  and  faw  whole  courts 
and  houfes  filled  with  dead  bodies  of  men  of  note, 
who  had  been  (lain  in  battle,  and  were  kept  until 
their  funeral  obfequies  could  be  celebrated  :  from 
thefe  charnel-houfes,  iffued  fuch  a  noifome  flench 
as  even  threatened  the  air  with  infection,  and  ob¬ 
liged  Cortes  to  take  immediate  meafures  for  pre¬ 
venting  a  peflilence,  by  ordering  the  bodies  to  be 
interred.  Until  this  contagious  nufance  could  be 
removed,  he  retired  with  his  prifoners  to  Cuyocan, 
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after  having  affigned  quarters  to  Sandoval  and  Al¬ 
varado,  who  fuperintended  the  cleaning  of  Me¬ 
xico  ;  and  this  difagreeable  duty  being  performed 
in  a  few  days,  he  returned  to  the  city,  the  intire 
reduction  of  which  happened  on  the  13th  of 
Auguft,  in  the  year  1521,  after  a  fiege  that  lafled 
ninety  three  days.  Guatimozin  being  taken,  and 
the  capital  of  that  vafl  empire  fubdued,  the  tribu¬ 
tary  princes  came  in  to  do  homage  to  the  conque¬ 
ror,  and  their  example  was  followed  by  all  the 
petty  caciques  of  the  circumjacent  diflrifls ;  fo 
that,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  king  of  Spain  was  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged  fovereign  of  all  thofe  rich 
and  fertile  dominions. 
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The  Discovery  and  Con  qjj  e  s  t 
of  Peru*  by  Francis  Pizarr  q0 


C  H  A  P.  L 

Pizarro’s  parentage ;  his  firjl  appearance  in 
life-,  raifes  hi  rife  If  by  his  own  abilities  \  ferves 
under  Balboa  with  fuccejs ;  acquires  an  eafy  for¬ 
tune  \  tempted  to  join  Almagro  and  de  Luques  in 
furfuit  of  new  difcoveries  ;  Almagro* s  birth  \  they 
Jit  out  a  vejjeh  and  proceed  to  Port  Pines ;  have 
fome  JkirmiJhes  with  the  natives ,  and  neivs  of  vaji 
treafure ,  but  are  greatly  difrcjfed ;  their  defign 
very  near  ruin  j  all  their  men  defert  except  four¬ 
teen, 

NOtwithflanding  fome  Spanifh  writers  have 
affirmed  that  Francis  Pizarro,  to  whofe 
valour  and  perfeverance  Spain  owes  the  reduction 
of  Peru,  was  a  nobleman  by  birth,  we  are  told 
by  others,  with  more  fhew  of  reafon,  and  Wronger 
proof,  that  he  was  the  illegitimate  fon  of  Gonzalo 
Pizarro,  an  officer  at  Truxillo,  a  town  in  Eftre- 
madura,  who  at  firft  expofed  him  as  a  foundling  at 
the  door  of  the  church  ;  but  being  difcovered  to 
be  the  father,  was  obliged  to  take  him  under  his 
own  care :  which  he  did  ;  fulfilling,  however,  the 
duty  of  a  parent  very  indifferently  ;  giving  him  no 
manner  of  education,  and  fetting  him  to  keep  his 
hogs  ;  an  employment  in  which  he  fpent  great  part 
of  his  boyifh  days. 

Having  an  innate  impulfe  that  taught  him,  he 
knew  not  why,  to  look  with  contempt  on  his  oc¬ 
cupation*  and  prompted  him  to  addon,  he  ran 

away 
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away  from  the  herd,  and  got  on  board  a  fleet 
bound  for  the  Weft-Indies,  where  he  was  fooii 
taken  notice  of  for  his  prudence,  afliduity,  and 
ready  wit,  fo  that  he  raifed  himfelf  from  the 
meaneft  offices  to  a  commiffion,  and  having  ferved 
with  honour  in  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba,  he  accompa¬ 
nied  Hojeda  to  the  gulph  of  Darien,  by  whom  he 
was  left  to  govern,  in  his  abfence,  a  colony,  which 
,  he  fettled  there. 

Pizarro  afterwards  ferved  under  Vafquez  Nunez 
de  Balboa,  and  acquired  the  character  of  a  fkilful, 
brave,  and  intrepid  officer.  He  fettled  at  Panama 
on  its  being  fird  built,  and  as  he  had  gained  a 
conflderable  fortune,  feemed  entirely  diipofed  to 
a  life  of  eafe  and  enjoyment  ;  from  which  he 
Was  foon  diverted  by  the  third:  of  glory,  and 
perhaps  an  intermingled  defire  of  increaling  his 
poffeffions. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  the 
Pinfons  had  difcovered  Brazil,  on  the  eadern  coafl 
of  South  America,  but  no  difcoveries  had  been 
hitherto  made  to  the  wedward  of  it,  when  Pi¬ 
zarro,  fpirited  up  by  Almagro,  an  adventurer  of 
whom  we  fhall  fpeak  more  largely  hereafter,  en¬ 
tered  into  partnerfliip  with  him  and  Ferdinand  de 
Luques,  a  rich  fchool-mader  fettled  at  Panama,  to 
purfue  the  enquiries  fet  on  foot  by  Nunez  de  Balboa 
for  that  purpofe. 

Pizarro  and  Diego  de  Almagro  were  to  fet  fail 
on  this  expedition  in  a  fleet  fitted  out  at  their  own 
charge ;  and,  in  cafe  of  any  new  difcoveries,  the 
former  was  to  keep  pofleffion  of  the  place,  v/hile 
the  latter  was  to  return  to  Panama,  to  procure  re¬ 
cruits  and  other  neceflaries ;  which  Ferdinand  was 
to  prepare  and  have  in  as  much  readinefs  for 
them  as  poffible,  acting  in  quality  of  their  agent ; 
nor  indeed  was  either  of  the  other  two  fo  well 
adapted  to  this  employment,  he  being  not  only 
the  olded  but  the  riched  of  the  three,  reckoned 

worth 
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worth  a  good  fum  of  ready  money,  befides  a  confi- 
derable  edate,  and  being  foie  proprietor  of  the 
ill  and  of  Tobago,  in  the  bay  of  Panama. 

Diego  took  his  name  of  Almagro,  from  a  town 
in  the  province  of  Cadile  in  Old  Spain,  where  he 
was  found,  when  an  infant,  in  the  dreet ;  fo  that  it 
never  was  known  who  had  given  him  birth  :  his 
education  was  very  indifferent ;  his  rife  in  life  was 
owing  entirely  to  the  drength  of  his  natural  parts ; 
and  he  had  a  foul  formed  for  great  undertakings. 

The  intentions  of  thefe  three  partners  were 
looked  upon  by  the  common  herd  of  mankind, 
whofe  notions,  groveling  and  confined,  cannot 
Jhretch  the  heights  of  glory,  as  romantic  and  im- 
poilible  ;  and  fuch  as  mult  certainly  end  in  their 
dedrucfion. 

However  fuperior  to  vulgar  fuggeftions,  or  to 
common  opinions,  they  perfided  in  their  defigns, 
entering  into  articles  never  to  abandon  one  another 
upon  any  account  whatever,  promifing  that  neither 
danger  nor  difappointment  .fhould  detach  them 
from  their  enterprize ;  and  to  fhare,  without  the 
lead  referve,  equal  parcels  of  whatever  wealth 
they  fhould  obtain  ;  having  fird  deducted  the  em¬ 
peror’s  dues  and  all  contingent  charges. 

There  was  fomething  extremely  fmgular  as  well 
as  folemn  in  their  manner  of  ratifying  thefe  arti¬ 
cles  ;  Pizarro  and  Almagro  publicly  abided  at  a 
high  mafs,  celebrated  by  Ferdinand  de  Luques,  he 
being  a  pried,  who  having  broken  the  confecrated 
hod  into  three  parts,  took  the  fird  himfelf,  and 
adminidered  the  red  to  them,  thereby  fignifying 
that  they  fhould  purfue  their  prefent  project  with 
no  lefs  eagernefs  than  if  their  eternal  happinefs 
depended  on  it. 

They  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  obtain  the 
fandfion  of  Don  Pedro  de  Arias,  otherwife  Perra- 
rias,  governor  of  Panama,  to  their  agreement, 

who 
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who  looked  upon  fuch  an  attempt  in  three  private 
fubjedls  as  wild  and  vifionary  ;  for  two  or  three 
expeditions,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been  the 
promoter,  having  failed,  he  could  not  think  it 
poilible  for  them  to  fncceed  ;  however,  in  cafe 
they  did,  he  relied  upon  his  own  rank  and 
authority  for  tranfering  the  fweets  of  their  labour 
to  himfelf,  which  he  would  not  have  fcrupled  do¬ 
ing,  being  proud,  unjuft,  cruel,  and  immoderately 
avaritious ;  and  if  they  mifcarried,  which  every 
body  judged  they  would,  it  could  be  no  manner 
of  difappointment  or  difadvantage  to  him.  How¬ 
ever,  he  neither  reaped  the  advantages  of  their 
voyage,  nor  "was  he  gratified  with  the  news  of 
their  mifcarriage,  being  foon  after  this  removed 
from  his  government. 

Having  collefled  fuch  people  as  had  been  con-  , 
cerned  with  Balboa  in  his  expeditions,  and  pur- 
chafed  a  new  fhip  built  alfo  by  him,  Pizarro  em¬ 
barked  about  the  middle  of  November,  1524,  to¬ 
gether  with  one  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  officers 
included,  the  mod  inconfiderable  body  that  ever 
dared  fo  vaft  an  undertaking. 


From  Panama  he  failed  to  the  Pearl  iflands,  in 
the  mid  ft  of  the  bay,  where  he  took  in  wood, 
water,  and  hay  for  his  horfes,  having  four  along 
with  him;  horfes  being  a  valuable  and  fcarce 
commodity  then,  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
Thence  he  proceeded  about  a  hundred  leagues  to 
the  fouthward,  and  landed  at  Port  Pinas,  upon  the 
continent ;  but  the  inhabitants  having  fled  up  the 
country,  which  appeared  to  be  nothing  but  bogs 
and  mountains  over-run  with  -wood,  without  any 
profpeft  of  provifion,  Pizarro  ran  farther  down 
the  coaft,  but  did  not  find  the  profpeff  im¬ 
prove  ;  befides,  the  rainy  feafon  coming  on  fail, 
and  his  men  beginning  to  ficken  thro’  fatigue, 
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and  want  of  proper  aliment,  he  fent  his  fhip  for 
provifions  to  the  ifle  of  Pearls. 

In  the  mean  time  he  was  joined  by  Almagro,  and 
ilxty  recruits  ;  when,  notwithftanding  the  badnefs 
of  the  climate,  and  unhealthinefs  of  the  foil,  they 
landed  in  conjunction,  and  had  many  encounters 
with  the  natives,  in  one  of  which  Almagro  loft  an 
eye  ;  when  happening  to  meet  with  gold  to  the 
value  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand  crowns,  they 
recovered  their  fpirits  a  little,  refolving  at  all  ha¬ 
zards  to  purfue  their  project ;  in  which  they  were 
encouraged  by  their  pilot,  who  had,  during  the 
time  of  their  being  on  ftiore,  ran  down  as  far  as 
cape  PafTaro,  where  he  feized  feme  prifoners,  who 
had  given  him  a  moft  tempting  defcription  of  the 
riches  of  the  country  whither  they  intended.  But 
for  the  prefent,  this  defcription  was  but  the  thirft 
of  Tantalus  ;  fmce,  tho’  fo  nigh  thefe  treafures, 
they  could  not  at  any  rate  approach  them,  pro¬ 
vifions  being  exhaufted,  money  fhort,  and  many 
of  their  beft  hands  much  out  of  order  ;  beftdes, 
Pizarro  had  fent  Almagro  to  Panama  with  what 
gold  they  had  taken,  to  purchafe  provifions  and 
neceftaries. 

Here  he  was  joined  by  about  forty  recruits ; 
and  having  bought  up  feme  horfes,  arms,  deaths, 
fhoes,  provifions,  and  medicines,  he  returned  to 
Pizarro,  whofe  fttuation  was  a! moft  miferable ;  the 
greater  part  of  his  men  being  either  fick  or  dead. 
However,  they  removed  from  this  unwholefome 
place  to  the  ifle  of  Gallo ;  where  having  ftaid 
about  fifteen  days,  they  ran  fiill  farther  fouth  along 
the  coaft,  and  found  the  weather  continue  fo  bad, 
and  the  country  fo  much  under  water,  that  even 
the  dauntlefs  Pizarro  began  to  defpair  of  fuc- 
ceeding. 

Affairs  wore  fo  indifferent  a  face,  that  the  two 
commanders  were  near  coming  to  an  opea  breach, 
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in  a  dlfpute  concerning  their  purfiiing  or  aban¬ 
doning  the  voyage :  however,  the  former  being 
determined,  Pizarro,  with  the  remainder  of  his 
men,  went  back  to  Gallo,  there  to  wait  the  return 
of  Almagro,  who  was  once  more  difpatched  for 
reinforcements  to  Panama. 

Many  of  the  foldiers  having  defired  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  along  with  him,  it  was  abfolutely  re- 
fufed ;  but  notwithdanding  the  great  care  which 
was  taken  to  prevent  their  forwarding  any  letters, 
feme  of  them  having  threatened  to  complain  to  the 
governor,  That  fending  them  on  this  expedition, 
.was  devoting  them  to  daughter,  a  paper  fubferibed 
by  mod  of  them,  fetting  forth  their  dardffiips,  and 
defiring  to  be  recalled,  was  fo  artfully  enclofed  in 
a  bottom  of  cotton  yarn,  that  it  efc-aped  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  officers,  and  came  fafely  to  the  hands 
of  Pedro  los  Rios,  the  new  governor,  Pedrarias  be¬ 
ing  lately  difplaced. 

It  was  upon  this  account  Almargo  was  prevented 
from  railing  more  recruits,  and  a  fhip  difpatched 
to  the  ifland  of  Gallo,  with  a  commiflary  on  board, 
to  bring  back  fuch  of  the  men  as  furvived.  The 
arrival  of  the  (hip  was  the  mod;  grievous  wound 
Pizarro  ever  felt ;  however,  he  in  treated  the  com- 
miliary  to  allow  fuch  as  chofe  it  voluntarily,  to  day 
with  him ;  which  being  granted,  he  drew  a  line 
with  the  point  of  his  fword,  and  endeavoured,  in 
the  mod  pathetic  terms  he  could  utter,  to  per- 
fuade  them  not  to  abandon  fo  glorious  a  pro- 
fpe<51,  now  they  were  on  the  eve  of  reaping  a 
golden  harved  for  their  manifold  toils  ;  faying, 
that  for  his  part,  he  faw  fuch  renown  as  well  as 
advantage  mud  accrue  from  a  little  more  perfeve- 
ranee,  that  he  was  determined  never  to  retreat : 
he  declared,  he  did  not  mean  to  take  the  lead 
advantage  of  them,  for  he  would  divide  equally 
with  them  whatever  fell  into  his  hands ;  and  con¬ 
cluded 
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eluded  with  defiring  fuch  as  had  courage  enough 
to  perfift,  to  come  over  the  fword.  But  fo  fe- 
vere  had  been  the  diftreffes  of  thefe  poor  people, 
that  only  thirteen  men  and  a  mulatto  came  over 
the  reft  embarking  with  the  commiffary  and  re¬ 
turning  to  Panama, 


CHAP.  II. 

Pizarro  has  hut  a  poo r  profpecl  of  fuccefs  ;  Is  joined 
by  a  few  volunteers ,  with  whom  be  paffes  the  equa¬ 
tor  ;  they  pick  up  fame  wealth  ;  Caiidia  fent  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  country,  of  which  he  gives  a  prodigious 
account ;  they  are  well  ujed  at  Payta  ;  entertained 
ly  a  great  lady  ;  to  whom  Pizarro  preaches  chri *» 
Jlianity  :  one  of  his  men  goes  mad  for  love  of  her  ; 
returns  to  Panama  ;  the  governor  hinders  his  levy¬ 
ing  men  ;  and  he  embarks  for  Spain . 

ryiHE  anguiili  and  defpair  of  Pizarro  at  being 
thus  abandoned,  are  inexpreilible  ;  his  pre- 
fen  t  profpect  was  wild  and  barren,  nor  did  his  fu¬ 
ture  feem  better  :  that  his  affairs  ftiould  amend, 
came  fcarcely  within  the  compafs  of  his  hope  : 
however,  all  his  grief  was  inward  ;  he  communi¬ 
cated  his  thoughts  to  nobody  ;  but  affuming  forne- 
thing  of  a  chearful  look,  retired  with  the  few  dar¬ 
ing  followers  of  his  defperate  fortune  to  the  ifle 
of  Gorgona  for  a  fupply  of  water ;  and  here  he 
was  joined  in  a  fhort  time  by  Almagro,  with  a  few 
volunteers  whom  he  had  allured  into  the  fervice, 
and  a  pilot. 

With  thefe  they  left  Gorgona,  and  failing  along 
the  coaft  paffed  the  equator  ;  having  been  two  years 
in  reaching  thirty  degrees  fouth  latitude,  a  courfe 
which,  now  that  the  winds  and  tides  are  known,  is 
made  in  as  many  weeks.  However,  they  picked  up 

feveral 
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fevera!  Indian  veflels  in  their  way,  of  confiderable 
value ;  all  which  confirmed  the  moft  fanguine  hopes 
they  could  have  entertained  of  the  wealth  of  the  land 
in  quell  of  which  they  were  bound. 

And  in  order  to  put  the  truth  of  thefe  reports 
beyond  all  doubt,  Pizarro  chofe  Pedro  de  Candia, 
a  native  of  the  ifie  of  Candia,  whence  he  took  his 
name,  a  fenfible,  well-fpoken  man,  and  very  ca¬ 
pable  of  infmuating  himfelf  into  the  good  graces 
of  the  Indians,  to  penetrate  as  far  as  he  could  into 
Tumbez,  and  from  his  own  obfervations  make  his 
report. 

Pedro  effefled  his  commiffion  in  a  moll  mailer ly 
manner,  and  returned  fafely  to  Pizarro  v/ith  afluran- 
ces  that  the  country  furpaffed  what  the  warmeft  ima¬ 
gination  could  fuggefl ;  that  their  wealth  and  fplen- 
dor,  to  him  who  had  not  feen  it,  was  incredible. 
The  walls  of  their  public  buildings,  in  the  con- 
firufting  which  great  ingenuity  was  manifefled,  be¬ 
ing  covered  with  gold  and  filver. 

Pizarro  now  held  a  council  among  his  people, 
in  which,  after  much  ferious  deliberation,  it  was 
refolved  that  they  fliould  return  to  Panama ;  where, 
having  now  received  fuffident  afFurances  of  the 
prodigious  advantages  to  be  reaped  from  a  proper 
expedition  into  Peru,  it  was  to  be  hoped  they 
would  meet  people  enough  willing  to  embark  in 
the  undertaking,  as  well  as  fupplies,  that  mull  make 
fuccefs  indubitable  ;  befides,  it  was  allowed  by  them 
ail,  that  in  their  prefent  circumfiances,  they  could 
not  proceed  with  the  leaf!  probability  of  fuccefs ; 
and  that,  when  properly  reinforced,  there  could  not 
be  any  fear  of  their  again  eflaying  the  dangers  they 
had  undergone  in  this  voyage,  taught  by  experi¬ 
ence  to  avoid  them. 

However,  they  firft  failed  a  few  leagues  up  the 
coafr,  and  made  Payta,  called  by  Pizarro  Santa 
Cruz,  one  of  the  beft  ports  on  the  Peruvian  coafl ; 

*  here 
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here  they  cafl  anchor,  and  found  the  natives  very 
humane  and  civil,  ready  to  fupply  them  with  what¬ 
ever  provifions  they  wanted  ;  for  which,  in  return, 
they  gave  them  fi fit-hooks,  glafs  beads,  and  other 
trifles.  The  rifi-ng  of  the  fea  forced  them  to  quit 
the  harbour,  leaving  one  Alphonfo  de  Molina  on 
fhore ;  in  fearoh  of  whom,  having  coafled  farther 
iouth  to  no  purpofe,  they  returned,  and  hefoon  after 
came  on  board,  in  a  boat  fuch  as  they  ufe  in  that 
country,  not  unlike  a  float ;  telling  them  he  had 
been  entertained  in  a  very  handfome  manner  by  a 
lady  of  great  eflimation,  who  was  very  defirous  to 
fee  the  fliip ;  and  foon  after  fhe  fent  other  floats 
to  pilot  them  to  a  fafer  harbour,  a  little  more  to  the 
northward. 

Pizarro  fent  Molina,  with  three  other  gentlemen, 
on  fhore,  to  compliment  this  lady,  and  defire  the 
favour  of  feeing  her  on  board  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  fhe  came  along  with  them,  and  was  received 
by  Pizarro  in  the  moil  elegant  manner  his  circum- 
flances  would  admit.  She  now,  in  return,  invited 
Pizarro  to  come  on  fhore ;  and  tho’  he  offered  to 
wait  on  her,  without  any  hoflages,  it  was  what  fhe 
abfolutely  refufed  ;  and  next  morning  fent  twelve 
Indians  of  fome  quality,  who  flaid  on  board,  in 
fpite  of  Pizarro’s  remonflrances,  all  the  time  he  was 
on  fhore. 

Madam  Capillana,  fo  was  this  lady  called,  re¬ 
ceived  him,  as  foon  as  he  landed,  with  a  great  re¬ 
tinue,  and  conduced  him  to  an  elegant  arbour ; 
where  fne  entertained  him  at  dinner,  and  after¬ 
wards  with  feveral  Indian  diverflons,  which  were 
very  pleafing. 

He  thanked  her  in  return  for  her  great  civilities, 
and  made  her  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  fet  forth, 
as  well  as  he  could,  the  excellencies  of  the  chri- 
Ilian  religion,  and  the  errors  of  idolatry  ;  conclud¬ 
ing  with  exhorting  her  and  her  attendants  to  em- 
7  brace 
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brace  the  truth,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  king  of  Spain* 
who  was  the  mod:  powerful  king  on  eath. 

To  this  difcourfe  the  Indians  anfwered,  in  gene¬ 
ral  terms,  that  they  did  not  know  a  great  deal 
about  religion,  but  were  fatisfied  with  that  of 
their  anceftors  ;  and  as  to  a  fovereign  prince,  they 
knew  none  who  ought  to  command  their  allegi¬ 
ance  but  their  own  lawful  inca,  fo  they  Piled  their 
emperor  Guayanacapa. 

After  this  converfation,  the  Spaniards  retired, 
%rery  well  fatisfied  with  their  reception  ;  and  when 
they  were  about  to  hoifl  fail,  Alcon,  one  of  the 
perfons  who  had  accompanied  Molina  in  his  em- 
baffy  to  madam  Capillana,  having  fallen  deeply  in 
love  with  her,  begged  that  he  might  be  left  be¬ 
hind;  but  that  favour  being  refufed  him,  he  went 
Park  mad,  fancying  himfelf  a  king,  and  telling  his 
companions  they  were  vagabonds  and  ufurpers, 
come  to  deprive  him  of  his  crown,  but  he  would 
protect  it  with  his  fword  •  which  he  drew,  and 
would  certainly  have  done  fome  mifchief,  if  the  pilot 
had  not  brought  him  to  the  ground  with  an  oar,  and 
affiPed  to  chain  him  down  below  deck. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1527  Pizarro  re¬ 
turned  to  Panama,  bringing  with  hirnfeveral  pieces 
of  gold  in  the  mafs,  three  Indian  boys,  whom  he  in¬ 
tended  to  educate  for  interpreters,  and  fome  Peru¬ 
vian  fheep,  of  whofe  firength  and  make  we  have  taken 
fome  notice  in  our  account  of  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

The  fpecimens  that  he  brought  with  him  of  the 
riches  of  the  country,  and  the  accounts  given  by 
him  and  his  people  of  what  they  had  feen,.  made 
thofe  who  had  before  ridiculed  this  expedition  as 
ruinous  and  abfurd,  confefs  their  error,  and  incline 
to  partake  of  its  advantages.  But  Pizarro  being 
oppofed  by  the  new  governor  in  levying  men,  and 
other  preparations  for  purfuing  his  fchemes  ;  and 
finding  the  flip  port  of  an  authority  fuperior  to  his 

own. 
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own  abfolutely  necefTary,  with  the  confent  of  his 
partners  embarked  for  old  Spain,  to  folicit  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  emperor,  and  fuch  powers  as  were 
requifite  for  forwarding  their  fchemes. 

CHAP.  III. 

Pizarro  arrives  in  Spain  5  is  prefented  to  Charles  V. 
is  appointed  to  govern  fuch  difeoveries  as  he  Jhall 
make :  is  joined  by  his  four  brothers ,  and  returns  to 
Panama  :  whence  he  continues  his  courfe  to  St .  Mat¬ 
thew’ s  bay,  zvhere  he  buffers  greatly  for  attacking , 
unprovoked ,  the  defence iejs  Indians  :  Jl rives  to  in¬ 
gratiate  himf  elf  with  the  people  of  Pumbez\  whom  he 
intimidates ,  and  gets  vajd  riches :  he  builds  forts 
and  a  church  :  a  review  of  the  divifions  in  Peru 
at  the  time  of  Pizarro' s  difeovering  that  kingdom . 

JTE  arrived  without  any  memorable  accident  at 
J~jL  Sevil,  whence  he  fet  out  for  Toledo,  at 
which  place  Charles  V.  then  held  his  court ;  and 
here  Pizarro,  having  prefented  his  imperial  majefty 
with  fome  Peruvians  dreffed  in  their  proper  habits, 
two  or  three  Peruvian  ffieep,  and  fome  gold  an  i 
filver  vefFels,  the  manufacture  of  the  country,  met 
with  a  molt  gracious  reception. 

The  emperor  having  very  pleafedly  attended  to 
his  account  of  the  difficulties  he  had  undergone 
In  his  fearch  for  Peru,  referred  him  for  initruc- 
tions  to  the  council  of  the  Indies,  which  autho- 
rifed  him  to  proceed  in  the  conqueft  of  Peru,  as 
far  as  two  hundred  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
Turnbez. 

He  then  procured  to  be  confirmed  to  himfelf,  by 
an  imperial  grant,  the  tikes  of  captain  general,  lord 
lieutenant,  and  chief  juifice  of  Peru,  This  was  ex- 
Vo  i.  II.  K  prefsly 
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prefsly  contrary  to  his  agreement  with  his  partners, 
having  promifed  to  procure  the  fecond  of  thefe  titles 
for  Almagro,  and  the  la£l  for  his  pilot,  who  had  fer- 
ved  with  great  fkill  and  fidelity.  For  Ferdinand  he 
obtained  the  title  of  proteTor  general  of  the  Peru¬ 
vians,  and  the  emperor’s  promife  of  recommending 
him  to  the  pope  as  a  fit  perfon  to  be  nominated 
bifhop  of  T umbez  ;  of  which  place  Almagr  o  was 
named  governor  with  the  title  of  don,  and  his  ba- 
Itard  fon  was  legitimated.  Of  the  thirteen  men 
who  had  chofen  to  remain  with  Pizarro  on  the 
i  (land  of  Gallo,  on  fuch  as  were  gentlemen  was  con¬ 
ferred  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  fuch  as  were 
not,  were  raifed  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen. 

Thefe  commillions  were  made  out  at  Toledo  on 
the  26th  of  July,  1528,  to  the  content  of  the  ad¬ 
venturer,  whom  fix  Dominican  friars  were  ordered 
to  attend  as  miflioners  to  Peru  ;  and  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  court  of  Spain,  which  was  well  pleafed 
with  the  profpeft  of  annexing  another  powerful 
empire  to  its  dominions.  And  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  Spain  had  the  peculiar  advantage,  in 
her  American  conquefis,  of  not  advancing  a  tingle 
piece  of  money  for  the  fervice ;  the  countries 
themfelves  yielding  fufhcient  to  defray  every  ex¬ 
pence,  and  fatisfy  the  utmofl  avarice  of  the  con¬ 
querors. 

Pizarro  having  fettled  all  the  affairs  that  brought 
him  into  Spain,  now  paid  a  vifit  to  Truxillo,  where 
he  was  born  :  here  he  found  his  father  married  to 
a  woman  of  family,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons, 
Ferdinand,  Gonfalo,  and  John  ;  and  his  mother, 
who  was  but  a  poor  country  girl,  wedded  to  a 
fanner,  by  whom  fhe  had  only  one  fon,  called  Francis 
Martin  d’Alcantra  :  thefe  four  brothers  he  enlifled 
into  his  fervice,  and  arrived  with  them,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1530,  at  Nombre  de  Dios,  which 

is 
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is  twenty-five  leagues  north-well:  of  Panama,  whi¬ 
ther,  with  all  his  people,  he  foon  came,  over  land. 

Almagro,  very  much  diffatisfied  with  Pizarro’s  hav¬ 
ing  engrolTed  to  himfelf  all  the  honours  and  autho¬ 
rity  that  he  could,  at  firft  refufed  to  aflift  him  any 
farther  in  the  affair,  till  Pizarro  having  promifed  to 
cede  the  title  of  lord  lieutenant,  and  fome  other  ad¬ 
vantages,  in  his  favour,  they  were  feemingly  recon¬ 
ciled  ;  tho’  Almagro  never  truly  forgave  him,  as 
will  appear  in  the  fequel. 

Three  fhips  being  now  prepared  for  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  on  board  of  which  were  an  hundred  and 
eighty-five  foldiers,  thirty-feven  horfes,  with  arms, 
ammunition,  &c.  Pizarro  fet  fail  from  Panama,  but: 
met  with  the  winds  as  contrary  as  they  had  beeit 
in  his  former  voyage  ;  fo  that  finding  it  impracti¬ 
cable  to  keep  the  fea  longer,  with  any  degree  o£ 
fafety,  while  there  were  horfes  on  board,  he  came 
to  anchor  above  an  hundred  leagues  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  Tumbez,  at  a  place  which  they  called  St. 
Matthew’s  bay.  Here  they  landed,  and  falling  upon 
the  natives  without  any  provocation,  made  many 
of  them  prifoners,  and  plundered  their  towns,  in 
which  they  found  vaft  treafures  ;  for  the  poor  peo¬ 
ple,  being  honeft  themfelves,  fufpeCted  no  deceit, 
and  confequently  took  no  care  of  hiding  any  thing 
from  them.  The  Spaniards  remitted  upwards  of 
thirty  thoufand  pefoes  in  gold  by  the  fhips  which, 
were  fent  for  reinforcements  to  Panama,  together 
with  a  large  parcel  of  emeralds  ;  feveral  were  lofl 
by  the  folly  of  the  people  into  whofe  hands  they  fell, 
who,  to  try  if  they  were  as  nard  as  diamonds,  pound¬ 
ed  them  with  hammers. 

In  confequence  of  this  injudicious  behaviour  to 
'the  natives,  Pizarro  and  his  men  were  reduced  to 
great  extremity  for  want  of  provifions ;  and  many 
of  them  contracted  a  flrange  fort  of  diforder, 
which  they  imputed  to  the  water  they  drank  be- 
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mg  poifoned  ;  for  their  faces  and  bodies  were  on  a 
hidden  covered  with  warts,  that  put  them  to  ex- 
ceflive  pain,  and  fome  of  them  bled  to  death,  when 
thefe  were  cut  off. 

Being  joined  by  feveral  recruits  from  Almagro, 
and  fome  Spaniards,  who  had  been  invited  hither 
by  the  fame  of  the  riches  of  the  country,  from  Ni¬ 
caragua,  a  place  very  far  to  the  north-well  of  Pa¬ 
nama,  and  near  the  bay  of  Honduras,  he  continued 
his  march  to  Tnmbez,  keeping  the  fea  all  along 
in  fight.  ’ 

As  great  difputes  fubffled  between  the  people 
of  Tumbez  and  the  inhabitants  of  a  neighbouring 
iiland  called  Puna,  Pizarro  thought  to  avail  him- 
.  felf  of  their  dilTenions,  by  making  friends  of  the 
latter  ;  but  finding  them  falfe  and  diffembling,  he 
attacked  and  routed  them,  fetting  at  liberty  above 
fix  hundred  natives  of  Tumbez  whom  he  had 
detained  prifoners,  and  among  them  a  perfon  of 
.  great  quality  :  thefe  he  fent  home,  conduced  by 
three  of  his  people  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  ci¬ 
vility,  expected  to  have  found  the  Tumbezenes  his 
friends.  But  he  was  flrangely  deceived  ;  for  the  firfl 
of  his  men  that  afterwards  fell  into  their  hands,  they 
.  treacherouf  y  murdered.  However,  the  landing  of 
fome  Spanifh  horfe  and  artillery  among  them,  foon 
put  them  into  confufion ;  for  they  fled  wherever 
the  Spaniards  advanced,  who  at  length  were 
left  entirely  mailers  of  the  valley  of  Tumbez, 
where  the  piles  of  treafure  which  they  found  were 
almofl  incredible ;  having  pofleffon  not  only 
of  the  inca’s  palace,  but  of  the  temple  of  the  fun, 
where  gold,  fllver,  pearls,  emeralds,  and  other  rich 
fpoils,  lay  in  innumerable  heaps. 

So  great  a  confiernation  did  the  noife  of  the  or¬ 
dinance,  and  the  appearance  of  the  horfes,  fpread 
among  the  fugitives,  that  they  declared,  if  the'Spa- 

niards 
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niards  were  not  gods,  they  muR  be  devils  ;  it  not 
being  in  the  power  of  man  to  oppofe  them. 

Nor  did  Pizarro  negleCt  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
the  terrors  his  prefence  had  infufed,  revolving  to 
pufh  his  prefent  advantages  to  the  utmoR ;  how¬ 
ever,  he  deferred  this  a  little  while  till  he  had  erect¬ 
ed  a  fort,  to  which  he  might,  in  cafe  of  any  emer¬ 
gency,  efcape,  and  in  which  the  recruits  he  ex¬ 
pected  might  quarter.  He  built  one  accordingly 
on  the  fea-coaR,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  St. 
Michael;  this  was  in  the  year  1531.  It  was  the 
firft  Spanifh  colony  planted  in  Peru  ;  and  a  church 
being  railed  there  at  the  fame  time,  father  Ferdi¬ 
nand  de  Luques  being  rendered  incapable,  thro’ 
mdifpofition,  of  fullfilling  that  office,  F.  Reginald 
de  Pedraga  was  confiituted  protestor  of  the  Indies. 

A  fettlement  of  this  fort  was  certainly  much 
wanted  ;  and  there  was  no  place  on  the  whole 
coaft  fo  properly  fituated  for  the  purpofe,  as  that 
chofen  by  Pizarro. 

His  next  Rep  was  equally  prudent,  difmterefied, 
and  fpiriting  ;  for  he  made  an  equal  divifion  of  all 
the  gold  and  River  in  his  cufiody  among  his  men, 
giving  notes  for  it,  payable  at  Panama,  to  fuch  as 
were  to  accompany  him  ;  and  to  thofe  who  were 
to  remain  behind  in  the  new  colony,  delivering 
their  Riares,  without  abatement,  to  enable  them  to 
purfue  their  different  occupations. 

It  was  plain  that  he  could  not  maintain  his  foot¬ 
ing  in  this  territory  by  force  ;  and  yet,  from  his 
ereCting  and  fortifying  a  town,  as  well  as  obliging 
the  neighbouring  natives  to  acknowledge  the  Spa¬ 
niards  as  maRers,  it  was  evident  he  refoived  to-  de¬ 
fend  it. 

Nothing  lays  a  kingdom  fo  open  to  invafion,  or 
contributes  to  weaken  it,  fo  much  as  inteRine  jars ; 
and  this  was  the  cafe  in  Peru,  when  Pizarro  invaded 
it.  It  will  not  be  amifs  to  take  a  view,  at  leaR  a 
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flight  one,  of  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  at  that  time* 

All  accounts  agree  in  telling  us,  that  few  princes 
vvho  ever  filled  the  throne  of  Peru  excelled  in  vir¬ 
tues  the  late  inca,  or  emperor,  called  by  fome  Spa¬ 
nish  writers  Guayanacapa,  and  by  others  Guayana- 
cava :  he  was  generous,  valiant,  and  humane  : 
nor  was  his  good  fortune  beneath  his  deferts  ;  he 
was  generally  fuccefsful  in  his  undertakings,  having 
made  feveral  confiderable  additions  to  his  crown, 
particularly  that  of  a  province  called  Quito  ;  to 
confirm  his  title  to  which,  he  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  fovereign  of  that  country,  by  whom 
he  had  a  fon  called  Athuallpa,  or  by  fome  Spanifh 
authors,  Atabaliba  ;  to  whom,  on  his  death  bed, 
he  bequeathed  the  crown  of  Quito,  as  being  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  inca’s  dominions,  and  defcending  to 
him  in  the  right  of  his  mother. 

Huefcar,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Guayanacapa,  fucceed- 
ing  to  the  hereditary  dominions  of  his  father,  in¬ 
filled  upon  Atabaliba’s  furrendering  the  kingdom 
of  Quito,  promifing  to  affign  him  an  equivalent 
elfewhere;  which  the  other  abfolutely  rerufed, 
offering,  however,  to  pay  him  homage  for  the  crown, 
tho’  it  was  his  own,  not  only  by  right  of  birth,  but 
by  the  tenor  of  his  father’s  will;  but  his  offer  was 
rejected. 

In  confequence  of  this  difpute,  armies  were 
raifed  on  each  fide,  and  tho fe  very  f  ormidable  ones, 
between  which  an  engagement  endued,  that  lafted, 
with  great  and  repeated  daughter,  for  upwards  of 
three  days  ;  the  forces  of  Atabaliba  being  at  length 
defeated,  and  he  himfelf  taken  and  imprifoned  : 
however,  while  his  guards '  were  immerfed  in  re¬ 
joicing  and  revelry,  fubfequent  to  their  victory,  he 
found  means  of  breaking  a  hole  thro’  the  wall  of 
the  houfe  wherein  he  was  confined,  by  which  he 
made  his  efcape,  and  prefented  himfelf  once  again 
among  his  people  ;  telling  them  that  by  an  immor- 
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tal  aflidance  he  had  been  changed  into  a  ferpent, 
and  under  that  form  had  evaded  the  vigilance  of 
his  keepers. 

The  report  of  this  miracle  was  foon  fpread 
among  the  natives  of  Qmto,  and  had  fuch  an  effect 
upon  them  (for  fu  perdition  and  credulity  was  never 
any  where  more  firmly  rooted)  that  every  body 
took  up  arms  in  his  defence,  and  he  foon  faw  him- 
felf  mafier  of  a  body  of  forces  much  more  com 
fiderabie  than  ever,  wherewith  he  marched  againft 
his  brother,  who,  he  was  informed,  was  on  the  road 
to  feek  him,  with  a  mod  powerful  army.  This 
report  induced  him  to  fend  two  of  his  bed  gene¬ 
rals,  with  fome  light  armed  troops,  to  reconnoitre 
Huefcar’s  drength  ;  and  thefe,  as  they  drew  near 
his  camp,  were  obliged  to  drike  out  of  the  high 
road,  to  avoid  being  discovered. 

Huefcar,  to  fhun  the  noife  and  budle  of  his 
army,  happened,  unluckily  for  him,  with  fome  of 
his  chief  courtiers  and  principal  officers,  to  have 
taken  the  fame  road  ;  when  Atabaliba’s  men  per¬ 
ceiving  the  royal  dandard,  and  guefiing  the  true 
date  of  the  cafe,  refolved  now  to  make  a  bold  pufh 
for  concluding  the  war  :  wherefore  they  marched 
down,  furprized,  and  routed  this  body  of  troops, 
and  took  the  inca  himfelf  prifoner  ;  who  would 
have  been  foon  fet  at  liberty  by  his  main  army,  had 
he  not  been  obliged  to  order  it  to  retire  ;  thofe 
who  detained  him,  threatening  otherwife  to  cut  off 
his  head  ;  alluring  him,  they  would  afterwards  die 
upon  the  fpot,  to  the  lad  man,  being  determined  not 
to  furrender  :  at  the  fame  time  obferving,  that  he 
need  be  under  no  apprehenfions  from  his  confine¬ 
ment,  fince  all  that  Atabaliba  required,  was  per- 
miffion  to  enjoy  the  kingdom  of  Quito  as  his  vaffal; 
which  being  fecured  to  him,  he  was  too  generous 
to  offer  to  detain  him. 
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On  this  he  made  a  fignal  to  his  army  to  halt,  and 
having  fent  for  the  principal  officers,  ordered  them 
to  draw  off  the  forces  to  Cuzco,  the  place  of  the 
inca’s  refidence )  which  command  was  immediately 
obeyed. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Bizarre's  aid  fell  cited  by  the  contending  parties  ;  re¬ 
ceives  an  embaffy  from  Atabaliba  :  fome  traditions 
and  old  prophecies  about  the  Spaniards  :  Pizarro  is 
introduced  tc ,  and  difeourfes  with  Atabaliba  ;  by 
whom  he  is  vifited  in  his  camp  :  fame  confufions 
a  rife,  in  which  the  Spaniards  fall  on  the  nativesy 
and  take  the  prince  prifoner  :  an  injlance  cf  Pizar¬ 
ro'' 's  political  ingratitude  :  Huefcar  put  to  death  pri¬ 
vately  :  Ferdinand  Pizarro  fets  out  for  Spain  ;  Ata - 
bail  bad  fpeech  to  him  at  parting  :  the  occafton  of 
that  prince's  fall . 

S' 

THINGS  were  thus  circumflanced  when  he 
entered  Peru,  and  was  firfl  folicited  by  fome 
compafli onate  noblemen  to  affiif  Pluefcar ;  to  whom 
he  anfwered  in  general  terms,  that  he  was  on  his 
march  to  afliiE  the  diftreffed,  and  fee  juflice  im¬ 
partially  adminiflred :  after  which  he  was  ho¬ 
noured  with  a  folemn  embaffy  from  Atabaliba,  de- 
fring  his  fri-endfhip  and  alliance  ;  which  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  vifit  that  prince  at  Caxamalca,  where 
he  then  was. 

In  their  way  thither,  the  Spaniards  fuffered  ex- 
ceflively,  marching  over  a  parched,  barren  defart, 
for  upwards  of  twenty  leagues  ;  after  which  they 
found  themfelves  in  a  rich  fertile  country,  where 

they 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  PERU.  201 

they  were  abundantly  refrefhed,  and  then  conti¬ 
nued  their  journey  with  more  fatisfadlion. 

They  were  loon  after  met  by  other  deputies 
from  Atabaliba,  who  prefented  to  Pizarro,  on  the 
part  of  the  inca,  a  pair  of  gold  bufkins  richly  or¬ 
namented,  and  bracelets  of  the  fame  metal,  lump- 
tuoully  adorned  with  emeralds  and  other  precious 
Rones  j  which,  it  was  fignified  to  him,  he  was  to 
wear  at  his  having  an  audience  of  Atabaliba,  who 
by  thofe  marks  would  know  him.  Thefe  deputies 
prefented  him,  befides,  with  many  other  valuable 
prefents,  and  brought  with  them  great  plenty  of 
provifions,  of  which  the  army  Rood  much  in  need : 
befides  which,  there  was  a  politenefs  and  ceremony 
in  the  behaviour  of  the  chief  of  the  embafly,  who 
was  himfelf  of  the  blood  of  the  incas,  that  con¬ 
tributed  greatly  to  elevate  the  Spaniards  ;  for  they 
imputed  all  thefe  proceedings  to  the  fear  they  had 
impreffed  upon  the  minds  of  the  people*,  in  which 
they  were  partly  right ;  for  they  certainly  Rood  in 
awe  of  them,  not  fo  much  from  notions  of  their 
Rrength  and  valour,  as  .from  a-  religious  motive, 
imagining  them  dependents  of  the  fun. 

We  have  before  made  forne  trifling  obfervations 
on  the  credulity  of  the  people  ;  and  it  is  neceflary 
to  take  notice  of  fomething  more  of  that  fort  that 
prevailed  amongR  them,  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Spaniards. 

There  was  an  old  tradition  univerfally  believed 
by  them,  that  the  elder  fon  of  one  of  their  incas, 
who  had  lived  many  ages  before,  had  feen  a  ftrange 
kind  of  fpirit,  who  called  himfelf  Virachoca,  or  ofF- 
fpring  of  the  fun,  whofe  drefs  and  appearance  was 
very  different  from  that  of  the  Peruvians  j  for 
whereas  theie  have  no  beards,  this  phantom  had 
one  that  was  very  long  ;  his  garment  was  of  a  very 
unufna.1  make,  and  he  lei  a  Rrange  kind  of  animal 
in  his  hand  ;  a  likenefs  of  which  the  prince  had 

K  5  •  never 


202  THE  CONQUEST  OF  PERU. 

never  feen  in  life.  This  fable  worked  fo  ftrong- 
ly  upon  the  people,  and  was  fo  generally  received 
as  a  truth,  that  they  no  fooner  faw  a  bearded  Spa¬ 
niard,  clothed  differently  from  themfelves,  and 
holding  a  horfe,  than  they  cried  out,  “  Virachoca, 
4C  or  the  fon  of  the  fun,  is  arrived  :  ”  beftdes,  it 
was  reported  the  late  inca  Guayanacapa  had  pro- 
phefied  a  little  before  his  death,  that  his  empire 
was  near  a  fall,  and  would  in  a  fhort  time  become 
the  property  of  a  bearded  race  of  aliens.  And, 
whoever  confiders  deliberately,  muft  be  forced  to 
allow,  that  thefe  reports  ifnpre'ffing  a  weak-minded 
people,  joined  to  the  diffenfioris  between  the  two 
brothers,  muft  have  facilitated  prodigiously  the 
conquefts  of  Pizarro. 

When  they  came  to  Caxamalca,  they  found  that 
Atabaliba  had  retired  to  a  place  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  it,  whither  the  general  fent  his  brother  Fer¬ 
dinand  Pizarro,  along  with  Ferdinand  Soto,  in  qua¬ 
lity  of  ambaliadors. 

They  were  introduced  into  the  royal  prefence 
with  great  pomp  and  decorum,  and  were  ftruck 
with  aftonifhment,  as  well  as  filled  with  rapture, 
at  the  wealth  and  magnificence  that  every  where 
blazed  around  them. 

As  foon  as  the  Spaniards  approached  Atabaliba, 
who  wasfeated  in  a  chair  of  maffy  gold,  they  faint¬ 
ed  him  after  the  Spamfli  fafhion,  with  which  feem- 
ing  well  pleafed,  he  rofe  and  embraced  them ;  when 
a  golden  chair  being  brought  for  each,  they  fat 
and  were  ferved  with  perfumed  liquors,  in  which 
he  pledged  them,  by  two  maidens  of  the  royal 
blood  ;  the  manner  in  which  the  inca  drank  to 
them,  as  they  were  told  by  their  interpreter,  who 
was  a  moft  miferable  one,  was  a  peculiar  mark 
of  his  efteem. 

When  this  ceremony,  which  was  accompanied 
with  a  collation  of  fruit,  was  over,  Ferdinand  made 

a  long 
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a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  told  the  emperor  that 
Francis  Pizarro,  a  very  famous  general,  was  come 
as  ambaffador  to  him  from  the  high-prielf  of  the 
Chriftian  church,  and  from  Charles  V.  the  mod  po¬ 
tent  emperor  in  the  world,  to  point  out  to  him  the 
right  road  to  heaven,  and  make  overtures  of  friend- 
fhip. 

To  this  the  inca  made,  as  they  fuppofed,  a  pa¬ 
thetic  reply,  as  it  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  underftood  him,  and  concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  he  would  come  the  following  day  to 
the  quarters  of  their  general,  and  hold  a  perfonal 
conference  with  him.  They  could  not  collect 
much  more  from  his  difcourfe  ;  and  from  the  lame, 
nay,  nonfenfical  manner  in  which  their  interpreter 
explained  to  them  what  the  inca  had  faid,  they 
had  fome  reafon  to  think  that  he  had  received  but 
a  poor  explanation  of  the  addrefs  made  him  by 
Ferdinand  Pizzarro. 

This  interpreter’s  name  was  Philllpillo,  or  Little 
Phillip,  fo  called  from  the  meannefs  of  his  origin, 
which  fhone  forth  in  his  Intel!  efts :  he  was  one 
of  thofe  wHom  we  have  mentioned  Pizzarro  to  have 
Intended  educating  for  an  interpreter,  and  one  more 
fhtpid  he  could  not  have  chofen.  Francis  Pizarro 
having  intelligence  of  his  vifit,  divided  his  cavalry 
into  three  parties,  of  twenty  men  each  ;  for  his  whole 
number  of  horfeswas  butfixty,  and  thefe  he  polled' 
behind  an  old  wall,  that  their  hidden  appearance 
might  have  the  llronger  effefl,  himfelf  waiting  the 
coming  of  Atabaliba,  who  approached  with  fixteen 
thoufand  men,  at  the  head  of  an  hundred  foot  drawn 
up  in  battle  array. 

The  figure  of  father  Vincent  de  Valverda,  who 
advanced  from  the  Spaniards,  with  a  crofs  in  one 
hand,  and  his  breviary  in  the  other,  to  meet  the 
emperor,  furprifed  him  extremely  ;  however,  he  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  great  refpeff,  and  Hflened  atten- 
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tively  to  a  long  harangue,  wherein  the  father  preach¬ 
ed  up  the  univerfality  and  truth  of  the  roman  ca¬ 
tholic  religion,  the  benefits  of  the  redemption  by 
Jefus  Chrifl,  the  great  power  the  pope  derived  from 
St.  Peter,  and  the  vaff  extent  of  Charles  V.’s  mo¬ 
narchy  ;  to  all  which  he  entreated  him  to  fubmit, 
left  the  Spaniards  fhould  let  loofe  upon  him  plagues 
equal  to  thofe,  God  allowed  to  be  poured  upon  the 
hardened  Pharaoh. 

Tho’  a  differtation  of  this  fort,  upon  fubjeffs 
which,  as  the  inca  had  never  before  heard  of,,  it 
was  impoffibie  for  him  to  underhand,  muff  have 
worn  almoff  the  appearance  of  nonfenfe ;  yet,  how 
much  more  ridiculous  muff  it  feem  when  delivered 
thro’  a  channel  of  fuch  ignorance  and  barbarity  as 
Phillipillo /?  However,  the  inca  made  fome  fort  of , 
reply,  which  was  delivered  to  the  friar  by  the 
fame  perfcn,  in  fuch  terms  that  he  could  not  pof- 
fibly  divine  .their  meaning.  Thus,  afceneofcon- 
fufion  between  thefe  two  people  enfued,  which 
was  increafed  by  a  tumult,  caufed  by  fome  Spani¬ 
ards,  who  fell  to  plundering  a  confecrated  idol  very 
richly  ornamented,  in  which  they  were  at  firff  op- 
pofed  by  the  Indians,  till  their  emperor,  whole 
command  is  to  them  equal  to  a  divine  law,  cried 
out,  that  they  fhould  do  nothing  to  offend  the 
children  of  the  fun.  At  the  noife  of  the  tumult, 
father  Vincent,  running  in  hafte  to  appeafe  it, 
dropped  his  crofs  and  breviary ;  which  being  per¬ 
ceived,  by  fome  of  the  perfidious  Spaniards, trampled 
under  foot,  they  cried  out,  “  An  infult  on  Chriffi- 
“  anity  !  ”  on  which  the  horfe  fuddenly  made  their 
appearance,  bearing  down  'all  before  them,  the 
poor  Indians  falling  tame  facrifices  to  their  treache¬ 
ry,  without  making  the  leaft  refiffance,  to  the 
amount  of  hue  thoufand.  Pizarro  himfelf  was  the 
firfl  that  laid  hold  of  the  litter  in  wrhich  Atabali- 
ba  was  borne,  whom  he  dragged  with  him  to  the 
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ground,  receiving  from  one  of  his  followers  a  cut 
upon  his  hand  at  the  fame  time,  which  was  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  emperor ;  nor  was  there  a  drop  of  Spa- 
nidi  blood  befides  fpilt  at  this  fcene  of  unimpaffion- 
ed  (laughter,  of  calm,  cool  villainy,  which  was  prac- 
tifed  on  the  3d  of  May  1533,  a  day  keptfacred  by  the 
roman  catholic  church,  in  honour  of  finding  the  crofs 
of  Chrid,  after  its  having  been  many  years  buried. 

The  Spanifh  writers  differ  very  much  in  their 
accounts  of  this  barbarous  tranfa&ion ;  but  not 
their  fubtiled  pen  can  remove  the  flain  it  has  re- 
defied  upon  Pizarro  and  his  followers,  and  indeed 
upon  the  Spanifh  name  in  general. 

Herrera,  a  Spanifh  author,  whole  hiflory  of  the 
Indies  has  gained  confiderable  reputation,  informs 
us,  that  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  afl  thus  in 
their  own  defence,  Atabaliba  having  buoyed  them 
up  a  long  time  with  good  words,  that  he  might 
the  more  fecurely  betray  them  ;  for  which  purpofe 
he  had  ordered  his  vanguard,  at  a  certain  fignal, 
to  feize  on  the  Spaniards,  they  being  fecretly  arm¬ 
ed  for  that  end,  and  bringing  with  them  cords  and 
chains  to  bind  thofe  whom  they  (houldfpare  for  fer- 
vitude.  According  to  this  account,  Pizarro  a  fled 
confidently  with  felf-prefervation,  one  of  the  firfl 
laws  of  nature,  in  his  attack  upon  the  Indians. 

Vega,  on  the  other  hand,  fays,  that  Atabaliba 
from  the  beginning,  impreffed  with  an  awe,  from 
imagining  the  Spaniards  children  of  the  fun,  and 
the  perfons  pointed  out  in  the  prophecy  we  have 
mentioned,  behaved  to  them  with  all  the  refpefl 
poffible,  declaring,  that  he  looked  upon  Pizarro  as 
an  ambaffador  from  heaven,  to  whofe  commands  it 
was  ordained  that  he  fhould  fubmit  in  every  thing. 
And  &  fame  author  it  is  that  affirms,  that  when 
aniards  attacked  the  Indians,  without  any 
provocation,  the  inca  forbade  them  to  oppofe,  even 
tho’  he  himfelf  wrere  facrificed;  that  he  quietly 
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fubmitted  to  his  fate,  reprimanding  thofe  who 
crouded  round  his  chair,  as  it  were  to  affifl  him, 
feveral  of  whom  were  flaughtered  in  the  attempt 
to  relieve  him. 

We  fhall  not  pretend  to  affirm  which  of  thefe 
is  the  true  acccount ;  we  fhall  only  take  notice  that 
Herrera,  for  the  honour  of  his  country,  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  palliate,  if  poflible,  the  barbarities  of  the 
Spaniards,  while  we  have  fome  room  to  believe  that 
Vega,  who  was  by  birth  a  Peruvian,  and  defcended 
from  the  blood-royal,  would  endeavour  to  remove 
any  odium,  as  diflant  as  poffible,  from  the  region 
of  his  nativity :  but  we  are  rather  inclined  to  fide 
with  the  latter,  from  confidering,  that,  had  Ata- 
baliba  been  fo  treacherous  and  cunning  as  the  for¬ 
mer  reprefents  him,  he  would  fcarcely  have  allow¬ 
ed  the  Spaniards  to  march,  without  moleflation,, 
io  far  as  Caxamalca,  when  there  were  fo  many- 
convenient  filiations  for  cutting  them  off  to  a  man,, 
in  the  road  through  which  they  paffed,  to  reach 
it ;  nay,  and  what  makes  this  more  incredible  is, 
that  had  the  Indians  been  prepared  for  any  thing- 
of  an  affault,  they  would  not  have  fallen  fo  tamely 
as  it  is  certain  they  did,  without  finking  a  blow. 

Pizarro  having  removed  Atabaliba  to  his  head¬ 
quarters,  took  a  review  of  the  fpoils  cf  the  field, 
confifling  of  vafl  variety  of  gold  and  filver  utenfils, 
the  jewels,  ornaments  and  wardrobe  of  the  inca, 
and  his  principal  officers,  together  with  many  of 
the  women  of  quality,  and  fome  of  the  mamaconds 
or  confecrated  virgins  taken  prifoners. 

The  next  day  he  fent  out  a  detachment  to  plun¬ 
der  the  camp,  where  he  found  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  riches,  notwithflanding  that  the  Peruvians, 
who  were  on  the  fpot,  had  removed  three  thoufand 
loads  of  gold  and  filver. 

He  now  ordered  a  proclamation  to  be  puhlifhed, 
fettins  forth  that  the  inca  was  alive,  and  all  were 
at  liberty,  that  chofe  it,  to  render  him  the  ufual 
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fervice  :  this  he  did  to  encourage  them  not  to  con¬ 
ceal  or  carry  off  more  treafure ;  and  it  had  the 
deflred  effect ;  for  many  of  the  chief  courtiers 
came  in  to  attend  upon  their  prince,  bringing  with 
them  valuable  prefents ;  and  Pizarro  ordered  that 
the  inca,  whom  he  kept  neverthelefs  in  fetters, 
fhould  have  the  enjoyment  of  his  women,  and  be 
ferved  with  the  fame  order  and  decorum  as  before 
he  Was  a  prifoner.  He  feemed  to  bear  this  turn 
of  fortune  very  patiently,  but  was  fometimes  angry 
with  his  chains. 

Perceiving  the  fondnefs  of  his  new  mailers  for 
gold  and  fdver,  and  being  very  defirous  of  liberty, 
he  made  tii^in  an  offer  of  filling  a  large  room  with 
thofe  metals,  as  high  up  as  an  ordinary  man  could 
reach  his  hand ;  a  propofal  which,  the5  they  at  firlf 
doubted,  they  at  length  accepted  of :  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  there  was  a  fmall  party  of  Spaniards  fent 
with  fome  of  his  attendants  to  Cuzco  and  other  ci¬ 
ties,  to  bring  in  the  promifed  treafure. 

About  this  time  Almagro  arrived,  in  very  bad 
health,  at  St.  Michael’s  from  Cape  Francifco,  into 
which  place  he  had  been  driven  by  contrary  winds, 
and  had  loft  by  fatiguing  marches,  bad  weather, 
and  a  worfe  country,  about  forty  of  his  men,  hav¬ 
ing  had  but  one  hundred  and  fifty  at  ftrfh  Here 
he  was  informed  of  Pizarro’s  vaft  fuccefs  ;  and, 
fearing  that  he  would  refufe  him  his  dividend  of 
the  treafnres,  he  confulted  with  his  officers,  whe¬ 
ther  they  fhould  not  proceed  in  quell  of  fome  new 
difeovery  independent  of  him  :  a  faithful  account 
of  wdiich  deliberation  was  difpatched  by  Almagro’s 
fecretary,  who  bore  his  mailer  no  good-will,  to 
Pizarro  ;  upon  which  he  immediately  fent  feveral 
very  obliging  meffages  to  Almagro,  inviting  him  to 
a  conjunction,  and  affuring  him  of  his  integrity ; 
at  the  fame  time  obferving  to  him,  that  there  were 
fome  people,  who,  with  a  view  to  their  own  advan¬ 
tage, 
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tage,  endeavoured  to  fow  diftenfions  between  them, 
againfi  which  he  entreated  him  to  be  on  his  guard  ; 
as  admitting  them  to  take  any  effect  mull  certainly 
end  in  the  ruin  of  orfe,  if  not  of  both  of  them, 
as  well  as  the  deftruftion  of  their  enterprife  :  and, 
to  fupport  this  advice,  he  fent  him  proofs  of  the 
treachery  of  his  fecretary,  whom  Almagro  inflan t- 
ly  caufed  to  be  hanged  up. 

There  was  an  ingratitude  in  this  lafl  article, 
which  throws  an  additional  blemifh  on  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  Pizarro,  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  excufe ; 
however,  there  was  great  policy  in  his  conduct  up¬ 
on  the  whole,  fmce  the  forces  which  he  had  with 
him  were  not  alone  fufficient  to  complete  the  con- 
queft  of  Peru ;  and  had  Almagro  fet  up  againfi 
him,  it  might  have  given  new  flrength  to  the  Indi¬ 
ans,  and  ended  not  only  in  depriving  him  of  his 
plunder,  but  in  overturning  their  fchcme,  and  de- 
flroying  them  both. 

This  reinforcement  made  Atabaliba  flill  more  fo- 
licitous  about  his  liberty  ;  judging  very  wifely,  that 
the  infolence  of  the  Spaniards  would  increafe  with 
their  flrength :  befides,  fome  of  the  Spaniffi  offi¬ 
cers,  who  had  accompanied  his  meflengers  to  Cuz¬ 
co  to  bring  his  ranfom,  had  had  a  conference  with 
the  imprifoned  Huefcar,  who  informed  them  of  his 
brother’s  cruelty  and  ufurpation,  and  promifed  to 
reward  them  much  more  magnificently  than  Ata¬ 
baliba  could  poffibly  do,  provided  they,  who  he 
underflood  were  come  to  do  juflice  to  ail,  would 
releafe  him. 

Of  thefe  overtures  Atabaliba  having,  received  in¬ 
formation,  he  determined  on  the  death  of  his  bro¬ 
ther ;  but,  left  the„Spaniards  fhould,  from  his  per¬ 
petrating  fuch  a  faff  openly,  take  occafion  to  con¬ 
demn  himfelf  to  die,  he  refolved  to  found  Pizarro’s 
inclination  upon  the  fubjedl ;  which  he  did,  by  in-' 
forming  him,  with  great  affectation  of  grief  and 

concern. 
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concern,  that  his  brother  had  been  murdered  in 
confinement  by  his  keepers  ;  which  piece  of  news 
had  very  little  effefl  upon  Pizarro,  who  only  (light¬ 
ly  obferved  upon  it,  “  That  it  was  the  fortune  of 
“  war,  fome  fell  by  the  fword,  fome  were  made 
“  prifoners,  and  each  who  ventured  fhould  be  fa- 

tisfied  with  his  fate.” 

It  was  not  without  great  pleafure  that  Atabaliba 
found  Pizarro  fo  little  moved  at  this  accident ;  and, 
in  confequence  of  his  behaviour,  he  immediately 
difpatched  private  orders  for  Huefcar’s,  death  ; 
which  were  flraight  fulfilled,  tho’  in  what  manner 
is  doubtful :  fome  writers  affirming,  that  he  was 
drowned  ;  others,  that  his  body  was  cut  into  fmall 
bits,  that  h’s  fubj  eels  might  not  pay  to  it  the  fame 
honours  they  ufually  do  to  their  dead  incas. 

It  was  reported  that,  before  he  fell,  he  addrefled 
himfelf  thus  to  the  murderers  :  44  ’Tis  true,  my 
“  reign  has  not  been  very  long;  but,  in  death  I 
“  have  this  comfort,  that  he  whofe  cruelty  thus 
“  bounds  it,  who  fcruples  not  wading  to  a  throne 
“  thro’  the  blood  of  his  brother,  and  his  lawful 
“  prince,  fhall  be  difappointed  in  his  afpiring  views, 
“  and  furvive  me  but  a  very  fhort  time.” 

In  fome  time  after,  the  treafure  intended  for  Ata- 
baliba’s  ranfom  arrived  ;  but  Pizarro  falling  fhort 
in  his  hopes  of  the  quantity,  was  informed  that 
.there  remained  much  more  behind,  in  the  temple 
of  the  Invifible  God,  whither  he  difpatched  his 
three  brothers,  and  fome  of  Atabaliba’s  officers 
in  fearch  of  it,  but  they  could  find  no  more  than 
a  fum  amounting  to  ninety  thoufand  crowns  va¬ 
lue,  befides  what  the  foldiers  embezzled  :  the  priefls 
who  were  warned  of  the  avarice  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  and  had  heard  of  their  treating  irreverently 
fome  other  temples,  having  previoufly  carried  away 
above  four  hundred  loads  of  gold,  filver  and  jew- 
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els,  which  they  buried  in  the  earth,  or  at  lead:  con¬ 
veyed  fo  far  off,  that  they  never  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards. 

About  this  time  Almagro  arrived  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Caxamalca,  whom  Pizarro  received 
With  the  firongefl  marks  of  affedlion  and  efleem  ; 
giving  him  a  very  fatisfa&ory  fhare  of  his  booty,  and 
diflributing  one  hundred  thoufand  ducats  among 
the  men  that  accompanied  him :  and  now  Pizarro* 
having  deduced  the  emperor’s  fifths,  divided  the 
refl  of  his  fpoil,  which  was  prodigious,  among  his 
own  officers  and  men,  feigning  to  pay  a  very  fingu- 
lar  refpedl  to  any  thing  that  appeared  like  merit ; 
and  it  is  faid,  the  meanefl  foot  foldier  in  his  fer~ 
vice  at  this  time  received  for  his  fhare  two  thou¬ 
fand  pounds  fierling,  tho’  the  whole  that  was  di¬ 
vided  did  not  amount  to  more  than  one  fifth  of 
Atabaliba’s  ranfom  ;  and  Pizarro  referved  to  him- 
felf  the  inca’s  golden  chair,  with  fome  other  valu¬ 
able  curiofities. 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  chofen  as  the  fitted:  perfon 
to  wait  on  the  emperor  Charles  V.  with  his  fhare 
of  the  treafure,  and  an  account  of  their  proceeding  : 
feveral  private  foldiers  infilled  upon  being  left  at 
liberty  to  go  along  with  him,  which  was  violently 
oppofed  by  Almagro  and  moft  of  the  council,  as  it 
tended  to  weaken  their  little  army  confiderably ; 
but  this  oppofition  was  over-ruled  by  Pizarro,  who 
judicioufly  obferved,  that  permitting  them  to  go, 
was  one  of  the  mod  political  deps  that  could  be 
taken  ;  for,  as  their  meanefl  foldiers  departed  fo 
very  rich,  they  might  be  certain  of  gaining  ten 
men  for  one  that  they  fhould  lofe. 

“  You  rejoice,”  faid  Atabaliba  to  Ferdinand, 
when  he  came  to  take  leave  of  him,  having  a  pe¬ 
culiar  refpedl  for  each  other,  “  that  you  are  re- 
i(  turning  to  your  native  foil ;  but  for  me,  who, 
**  when  you  are  gone,  have  no  friend  left  among 
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your  countrymen,  it  is  a  melancholy  profpedt ! 
the  newly  arrived  leader,  meaning  Almagro, 
wherefore  I  know  not,  owes  me  no  good-will  \ 
and  the  man  you  call  treafurer,  regards  me  with 
an  evil  eye :  let  us  then  take  our  laft  farewel ; 
“  for  thefe  cruel  people,  I  fee  it  plainly,  will  not 
u  allow  me  to  live,  to  welcome  your  return.''* 

He  was  not  wrong  in  his  prognoflic ;  Almagro 
had,  fince  the  firil  afiurance  he  received  of  the 
treafures  of  this  country,  imagined,  that,  were  Ata* 
baliba  put  out  of  the  way,  they  would  be  the  more 
eaftly  feized  upon  ;  and,  tho’  Pizarro  at  iirfi:  treat* 
ed  this  propofition  with  the  contempt  it  deferved, 
yet,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  refentment  induced  him 
to  countenance  what  honour  taught  him  to  abhor. 
He  was  incenfed  at  Atabaliba’s  feeming  to  (light 
him*  and  a  jfhort  account  of  the  reafon  of  this 
will  not,  we  hope,  be  deemed  tedious. 

The  cruelty  and  ambition  of  Atabaliba  did  not 
hinder  his  being  wife,  penetrating  and  curious  ;  he 
was  very  anxious  in  his  inquiries  after  the  cuftoms 
and  manners  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  what  particu¬ 
larly  puzzled  him  was  their  writing  and  reading,  not 
being  able  for  a  long  time  to  find  out  whether  thefe 
were  natural  or  acquired  gifts. 

In  order  to  be  fafisfied  of  this  particular,  he 
afxed  one  of  the  Spanifh  foldiers,  if  he  could  write 
the  name  of  God  on  his  thumb-nail,  which,  in  com- 
fequence  of  the  foldier’s  anfwering  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  he  begged  that  he  would  do.  This  infcrip- 
tion  Atabaliba  (hewed  to  many  of  the  Spaniards, 
ad  of  whom  explained  i  t  ;  fo  that  he  began  to  think 
that  them  were  indeed  divine  and  innate  gifts ;  when 
unfortunately  Pizarro  falling  in  his  way,  to  him  he 
alfo  produced  his  nail,  demanding  from  him  the  fenfe 
of  the  infcription:  but  Pizarro,  who  could  neither 
write  nor  read,  blufning,  turned  off  fnort  from  him, 
without  refolving  the  queftion.  Thenceforward  the 

Inca 
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Inca  inferred  thefe  were  the  acqnifitions  of  Rudy  or 
inftruftion ;  and,  while  it  leffened  his  opinion  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Spaniards  in  general,  gave  him 
but  a  poor  impreffion  of  the  general,  whofe  ori- 
^  gin,  he  was  perfuaded,  mult  have  been  but  mean, 
fmce  he  was  exceeded  in  knowledge  by  the  poor- 
ell  of  his  foldiers. 

The  diilike,  or  rather  diffafle  that  he  ever  af- 
ter  fhewed  to  Pizarro,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
ruin ;  which  was  completed  by  the  villany  of 
Phillipillo,  who,  having  taken  it  in  his  head  to  fall 
in  love  with  one  of  the  inca’s  wives,  was  treated  with 
a  good  deal  of  contempt,  and  a  complaint  preferred 
againfl  him  to  Pizarro,  which  was  but  little  attend¬ 
ed  to  :  upon  this  he  accufed  the  inca  of  plotting,  and 
actually  contriving  the  deflruff  ion  of  all  the  Spani¬ 
ards;  which  flory,  groundlefs  and  ridiculous  as  it 
muff  neceffarily  appear  to  a  man  of  common  fenfe, 
was  laid  hold  of  by  the  two  generals,  both  foes  to 
the  unhappy  inca ;  and  with  feveral  other  trivial 
matters  formed  into  articles  of  accufation  ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  he  was  tried,  found  guilty,  and 
condemned  to  be  burned  :  but  this  fentence  was 
gracioufly  changed  into  flrangling,  on  his  confent- 
ing  to  be  baptized,  which  he  did  to  avoid  fo  hor¬ 
rible  a  death  as  burning  ;  for  it  is  a  queflion  if  he 
knew  one  article  of  the  Chriilian  faith  :  but  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  baptized,  and  that  was  fufficient  to 
make  him  a  Chriilian  in  the  eye  of  enthufiafm. 

It  was  advanced  againfl  him,  amongfl  other  things, 
that  he  had  ufurped  the  throne  of  Peru,  being  him- 
felf  a  baflard  ;  that  he  had  caufed  his  brother,  the 
lawful  monarch,  to  be  imprifoned  ;  that  he  was 
-an  idolater  ;  that  he  had  permitted  his  fubjefts  to  be 
facrkdced ;  that  he  had  v/aged  unnecelfary  wars ; 
that  he  made  away  with  the  public  treafures  ;  that, 
fmce  he  had  been  the  Spaniards  prifoner,  he  had 
encouraged  the  Indians  to  rebel  againfl  them,  See: 

Thus 
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Thus  there  was  an  attempt  made  at  giving  the 
colour  of  juftice  to  one  of  the  moft  illegal  and  bar¬ 
barous  combinations  that  could  poffibly  be  ima¬ 
gined  ;  which,  to  their  honour  be  it  fpoken,  was 
violently  oppofed  by  moft  of  the  perfons  of  family 
or  diftindtion  in  the  fervice,  who  publicly  declared* 
that  his  kindnefles  to  them  merited  a  better  return 
from  the  Spaniards ;  and  that  they  faw  no  right 
they  had  to  condemn  a  fovereign  prince,  whom,  if 
they  intended  to  adf  fairly  by  him,  they  ought  to 
fend,  together  with  the  articles  of  his  impeach¬ 
ment  to  Spain,  and  let  him  be  difpofed  of  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  emperor’s  pleafure. 

Notwithflanding  this,  Pizarro  and  his  council 
proceeded  as  they  pleafed,  until  they  had  carried 
-matters  to  the  extremities  we  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  poor  Atabaliba  was  no  more  an  objedt 
of  d  ill  urban  ce. 

Father  Vincent,  who  was  their  religious  tool  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  procefs,  proftituted,  in  this  affair, 
not  only  his  charadfer  as  a  prieft,  but  remedied  dlf- 
grace  orr  the  whole  Chriftian  church,  by  adHng  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  ought  to  make  his  memory  al¬ 
ways  be  held  in  deteflation. 

It  has  been  afferted,  but  the  affertion  has  not 
been  fupported  by  proof,  that  the  Indians  infilled 
upon  the  death  of  Atabaliba,  to  retaliate  that 
,  of  his  brother  Huefcar.  That  this  is  but  a  very 
lame  defence  for  Pizarro’s  condudf,  appears  from 
his  not  proclaiming  the  late  inca’s  brother  empe¬ 
ror  ;  a  Hep  that  would  have  faved  his  credit  in 
fome  meafure:  befides,  after  this,  we  find  the 
Peruvians  every  where  adling  againft  the  Spaniards 
ofFenfively,  which  they  had  not  done  before. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  V. 

One  of  Atabaliba's  generals  fets  up  for  himfelf :  Paul - 
A,  a  brother  of  the  inca ,  joins  Pizarro :  a  retro - 
fpeft  of  the  affairs  of  Peru  :  Manco  Capac  ac - 
knowleged  inca  of  Peru  by  the  Spaniards  :  Pedro 
de  Alvarado ,  a  companion  of  C ortes,  enters  Peru  5 
but  is  prevailed  upon  to  retire  to  his  government 
in  Mexico  :  Pizarro  lays  the  foundation  of  the  city 
cf  Lima ,  as  alfo  of  Truxiilo :  Almagro  afts  very 
imprudently ,  but  is  fon  brought  to  reafon :  the 
mines  of  Potof  dijcovered . 

AFTER  the  inca’s  death,  Rumnavione  of  his 
generals,  who  commanded  the  rear-guard 
of  his  army,  feized  upon  the  province  of  Quito, 
and  put  to  death  all  fuch  officers  as  he  fufpetted 
to  have  been  firmly  attached  to  his  late  mafter  : 
while  Quifquis,  another  of  his  generals,  who  had 
been  Huefcar’s  executioner,  with  dill  a  better 
army,  attempted  to  fecure  part  of  the  province  of 
Cuzco  ;  but  far  from  jfhewing  any  fpirit,  fled  be¬ 
fore  a  very  few  Spaniards  that  were  lent  in  purfuit 
of  him  ;  and  bafely  murdered  a  few  others,  whom 
he  made  a  fhift  to  furprize. 

This  general,  hoping  thereby  to  fupport  his 
fuperiority,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Paullu,  a 
younger  brother  of  Huefcar,  whom  he  contrived 
to  get  into  his  hands,  to  affiime  the  reins  of  the 
empire  ;  which  this  young  prince  gallantly  refufed, 
telling  him  he  fcorned  to  ereft  his  grandeur  on  the 
ruin  of  his  country  ;  that  ,he  thought  it  the  more 
preferable  to  be  a  good  man  than  a  bad  monarch, 
and  he  defpifed  an  authority  devolving  to  him  at 
the  expence  of  his  family,  to  which  juftice  as  yet 
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•gave  him  no  right,  his  brother  Manco  Capac,  who 
was  ftill  living,  being  the  true  heir. 

A  reply  thus  brave  and  unexpected  had  fuch  an 
efFeCt  upon  Quifquis,  that  tho’  he  had  this  prince 
in  his  power,  he  allowed  him  to  retire,  and  join 
Francis  Pizarro,  to  whom  he  behaved  with  the 
fame  greatnefs  of  foul ;  telling  him,  that  if,  as  he 
proclaimed,  he  came  among  them  to  be  the  a a« 
miniflrator  of  juftice,  he  would  {hew  himfelf  fuch, 
by  declaring  for  his  brother,  who  had  already  a 
good  army,  and,  if  fupported  by  him,  would  be 
able  once  again  to  give  a  luftre  to  the  Peruvian 
throne. 

This  had  the  defired  effeCt,  for  tho5  Pizarro  had 
ordered  a  fon  of  Atabaliba  to  be  proclaimed  inca, 
iffuing,  in  his  name,  fuch  orders  as  belt  promoted 
the  Spanifh  interefi  ;  this  reprefentation  of  royalty 
dying  foon,  he>  found  it  more  to  his  advantage  to 
join  Manco  Capac,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  pro¬ 
claimed  inca,  and  aflided  at  his  being  inaugurated 
in  the  fame  manner  as  his  predeceffors  had  been  • 
at  the  fame  time  promifmg  that  he  would  flridlly 
ohferve  the  treaty  figned  by  Francis  de  Chaves, 
while,  for  his  part,  the  inca  gave  feme  hopes  of 
his  inclining  to  Chriftianity  :  but  for  an  illudration 
of  thefe  tranfaClions  we  muff  go  a  little  back. 

Atauchi,  a  brother  of  Atabaliba,  having  got  to¬ 
gether  a  good  deal  of  treafure  to  purchafe  his 
ranfbm,  was  advancing  for  that  purpofe,  towards 
Caxamalco,  when  he  received  an  account  of  his 
death,  as  'alfc?  that  the  Spaniards  were  marching 
off  to  the  capital  city  of  Cuzco,  with,  a  view  of 
eflablifhing  their  power  dill  more  firmly,  by  taking 
•pofTeffion  of  that  place. 

Being  extremely  irritated  at  his  brother’s  mur¬ 
der,  he  immediately  raifed  a  body  of  about  fix 
'thoufand  men,  and  with  them  lay  in  ambufh  upon 
'  the  road  thro’  which  the  Spaniards  were  to  pafs, 

making 


216  THE  CONQUEST  OF  PERU. 

making  fo  fuccefsful  a  fally,  that  feveral  of  them 
were  killed  and  taken  prifoners ;  among  the  latter 
was  Sancho  de  Cuellar,  who  had  drawn  up  the 
procefs  againft  the  late  unfortunate  inca,  and  at¬ 
tended  at  his  execution  *,  Atauchi  had  at  flrft  re- 
folved  to  have  facrificed  them  all  to  the  manes  of 
his  brother,  had  not  Quifquis,  who  had  joined 
him,  very  happily  fallen  upon  another  body  of 
Spaniards,  feventeen  of  whom  he  killed,  and  made 
feveral  prifoners,  among  whom  were  Francifco  de 
Chaves,  and  Hernando  de  Haro,  who  had  openly 
protefted  againft  the  ufage  of  Atabaliba and 
Atauchi,  out  of  gratitude  to  thefe,  forgave  the  reft  ; 
Sancho  de  Cuallar  excepted,  whom  he  ordered  to 
be  ftrangled  on  the  fame  fpot  at  Caxamalca,  whereon 
Atabaliba,  under  his  infpedfion,  had  expired. 

This  generous  Indian  not  only  gave  his  Spanifh 
prifoners  their  lives,  but  took  care  that  fuch  as 
were  wounded  Ihould  be  cured,  difmifting  them 
with  confiderable  prefents,  on  Francifco  de  Chaves 
figning  the  following  conditions,  viz. 

44  That  all  adts  of  hoftility  fhould  be  forgiven 
44  on  both  fides  ;  that  peace  fhould  for  the  future 
44  be  inviolably  maintained  between  the  Indians 
44  and  Spaniards  ;  that  the  latter  fhould  allow 
44  Manco  Capac,  the  true  heir,  to  mount  the  throne 
44  of  Peru  ;  that  they  fhould  fet  at  liberty  fuch 
44  Indians  as  they  held  in  chains  ;  that,  for  the  fu- 
44  ture,  they  Ihould  not  fetter  them  •  but  be  fatif- 
44  fied  with  their  attending  as  menial  fervants,  and 
44  not  as  Haves;  that  the  laws  of^Peru,  fo  far  as 
44  they  did  not  clafh  with  the  Chriftian  religion, 

44  fhould  be  allowed  to  be  in  full  force  ;  that  this 
44  treaty  fhould  be  ratified  by  Francis  Pizarro,  and 
<4-his  fovereign  the  emperor  of  the  Romans.” 

It  was  granted  to  the  Spaniards,  that  they  fhould 
have  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ;  lands  aftigned 

them 
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diem  for  their  fubfifience,  and  untaxed  liberty  of 
trading. 

Had  the  Spaniards  aded  in  the  leaf!  upon  the 
principles  of  honour  or  virtue,  nay  even  on  thofe 
of  common  difcretion,  they  had  obferved  fiddly 
this  treaty  :  in  confequence  of  which,  all  Peru 
had  in  time  become  Chrifiians  without  blood-flied* 
But  pride,  avarice,  and  luxury,  finit  the  ear  of 
reafon.  However,  thefe  confequences  we  fhall  but 
(lightly  touch  upon,  as  we  are  writing  a  hifiory  of 
the  drift  difcovery  of  Peru  ;  and  not  an  account  o£ 
all  the  fubfequent  tranfadions. 

Francifco  Pizarro  by  ratifying  this  agreement, 
not  that  he  intended  to  keep  it,  made  all  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Manco  Capac, 
whom  he  acknowleged  inca,  his  friends :  befides 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Cuzco  who  had  fled  from 
their  dwellings,  were  encouraged  to  return  back  ; 
with  a  better  opinion  of  the  Spanifh  lenity  and 
juflice  than  before. 

Indeed  there  was  a  neceflity  for  this  condud  • 
becaufe  Rumnavi  and  other  generals  had  aflembled 
an  army  in  the  fouthern  provinces,  and  poflefled 
themfelves  of  Quito,  which  they  abandoned,  on 
the  approach  of  Sebaflian  Belalcazar,  who  was 
fent  with  a  fmall  detachment  againfi  them,  having 
firA  fet  fire  to  the  late  inca’s  palace,  in  the  great 
hall  of  which  there  was  confumed  prodigious 
wealth,  which  had  for  that  purpofe  been  thrown 
into  it. 

Pizarro’s  power  was  moreover  threatened  with 
oppofition  from  other  quarters ;  fo  that  wifdorn  and 
policy  obliged  him  to  enfure  fome  friendfhip. 

The  brave  Don  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Cortes’s 
gallant  companion,  of  whom  we  have  heretofore 
largely  fpoken  in  the  account  of  Mexico,  had  landed 
at  Puerto  Viejo,  with  an  army  of  five  hundred 
men,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  well  mounted 
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and  confided  of  men  of  birth,  who  having  be¬ 
fore  experienced  hardfhips,  were  as  good  troops  as 
any  in  America  ;  and  were  in  hopes  of  fharing  in 
the  wealth  of  Peru.  Thefe,  having  refreshed 
themfelves  at  Fort  St.  Michael,  continued  their 
march  towards  Quito  ;  but  were  met,  in  the  valley 
of  Riobamba,  by  a  large  body  of  troops  fent  by 
Pizarro,  under  command  of  Almagro  who  had 
,  joined  Belalcazar, 

A  battle  feemed  now  almod  inevitable,  when 
both  the  generals,  feeing  how  deidru&ive  it  muff 
be  to  them  let  victory  fide  either  way,  entered 
into  a  mutual  accommodation,  and  a  private  treaty 
was  figned  between  them,  whereby  Alvarado 
bound  himfelf,  in  confideration  of  his  being  paid 
one  hundred  thoufand  pefoes  of  gold,  to  retire  to 
his  government  of  Guatimala  with  all  his  forces, 
and  never  either  attempt  or  encourage  an  invafiojr 
into  Peru,  during  the  lives  of  Pizarro  or  Almagro. 

And  that  the  forces  of  Alvarado  might  not  be 
diffatisfied,  there  was  a  form  of  treaty  published, 
in  which  it  was  ffipulated  that  each  party  fhould 
be  left  at  liberty  to  profecute  their  feparate  difco- 
veries  to  their  own  advantage  ;  by  which  means, 
Alvarado  had  fecured  a  footing  for  ftich  of  his 
men  as  fhould  chufe,  on  his  departure,  to  flay  be¬ 
hind  him,  equal  to  thofe  of  Pizarro. 

Things  being  thus  amicably  fettled,  Alvarado 
and  Almagro  joined  forces,  intending  to  march  to 
Cuzco,  where  Pizarro  was  then  quartered,  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

It  is  neceffary  for  us  to  take  notice,  that  the 
peace  between  Manco  and  Pizarro  was  concluded 
after  Almagro  had  left  Cuzco  to  go  in  fearch  of 
Alvarado  ;  confeqirently  at  this  time  he  was  totally 
ignorant  of  it :  nor  had  the  confirmation  of  it 
yet  reached  Qmfquis,  who  w'as  encamped  near 
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Caxamalca,  in  expectation  of  it,  with  a  good 
army,  which  he  was  then  ready  to  difband. 

The  two  generals  feeing  fo  numerous  a  body  of 
forces,  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  make 
an  attack,  which  they  accordingly  did  ;  and  gained 
at  firft  confiderable  advantage,  for  Quifquis  had 
not  the  leaf!  fufpicion  of  fuch  proceedings  :  how¬ 
ever,  he  fecured  a  retreat  to  fome  neighbouring 
rocks,  the  fteep  acceffies  of  which  he  defended 
with  undaunted  courage,  rolling  down  huge  hones 
upon  the  affailants  with  fuch  good  aim,  as  to  kill 
feveral  of  them,  particularly  the  horfe  ;  thus  he 
defended  himfelf  till  night,  under  cover  of 
which  he  retired  to  the  hills  ;  but  his  rear  be¬ 
ing  the  next  day  attacked  on  the  banks  of  a  river, 
after  maintaining  a  very  difficult  pafs  for  many 
hours,  fecured  a  fafe  .retreat  higher  up  the  coun¬ 
try,  whence  in  a  few  days  after  he  made  a  daily 
with  fome  fuccefs  ;  and,  notwithflanding  he  loft 
very  confiderably,  did  not  feem  difpirited,  having 
killed  above  fifty  Spaniards. 

The  coming  of  Pizarro  put  an  end  to  there 
feuds  :  he  had  marched  to  meet  Alvarado  on  the 
road,  under  pretence  of  paying  him  the  greater 
refpeCt,  but  in  reality  to  prevent  his  approaching 
nearer  Cuzco,  left  the  vaft  riches  of  the  place 
fhould  tempt  him  to  infringe  his  articles,  and  flay 
longer  than  he  had  flipulated. 

Pizarro,  before  he  left  Cuzco,  had  taken  a 
formal  leave  of  the  inca  Manco  Capac,  telling  him, 
he  was  going  to  meet  fome  of  his  countrymen, 
with  whom  he  was  to  fettle  the  peace  upon  a  firm 
footing  ;  and  recommending  his  two  brothers  to 
his  protection  during  his  abfence.  The  inca,  in 
return,  affured  him  that  he  wiffied  him  a  profpe- 
rous  journey  ;  and  that  his  kindred  fhould  be  as 
dear  to  him  as  his  own  brethren  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  difpatched  meffengers  all  the  way  thro’ 
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which  Pizarro  was  to  march,  ordering  his  fubjedls 
to  treat  as  their  friends  him  and  his  people. 

Pizarro,  on  his  arriving  at  Caxamalca,  had  a 
meeting  with  the  Indian  chiefs,  whom  he  informed 
of  the  treaty  fubfifting  between  Manco  and  him, 
affirming  them,  that  his  countrymen  had  been  en¬ 
tirely  ignorant  of  it,  or  they  had  never  fallen  upon 
them  ;  and  promiling  that  thenceforward  all  hof- 
tilities  fnould  ceafe. 

Then  marching,  forward,  in  the  valley  of  Pacha 
Camac  he  met  Alvarado,  whom  he  embraced  in  the 
tendered  manner  ;  not  only  agreeing  to  perform  the 
articles  flipulated  by  Almagro,  but  making  him  a 
prefent  of  twenty  thoufand  pefoes  of  gold  more, 
by  way  of  retaliating  him  for  the  expence  he  had 
been  at  in  marching  to  his  affiiffance  with  thofe  per- 
fons  who  joined  him,  and  quitted  Alvarado’s  fervice, 
there  being  a  good  number  of  them ;  behdes 
which  he  gave  him  feveral  beautiful  emeralds, 
turquoifes,  and  utenfils  of  gold,  curioufly  wrought, 
for  his  own  private  ufe,  at  the  fame  time  com¬ 
manding  all  his  officers  to  look  upon  him,  during 
ills  flay,  as  their  commander. 

Alvarado,  having  fufficiently  refled  and  refrefhed 
himfelf,  took  his  leave  of  the  two  generals,  well  fatif- 
fied  both  with  the  treatment  he  had  met  with,  and 
the  treafures  he  had  acquired,  retiring  to  the  fea- 
coaff,  where  he  embarked  on  board  his  own  ffiips, 
having  brought  two  with  him  for  Guatimala, 
much  more  thinly  attended  than  when  he  left  it. 

Almagro  went  back  to  Cuzco,  and  Pizarro  flaid 
behind  to  fearch  out  a  proper  place  for  founding  a 
new  city,  which  he  at  length  did  on  the  banks  of 
the  little  river  Lima,  in  twelve  degrees  thirty  minutes 
fouth  latitude,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  well 
from  Cuzco.  The  firfl  hone  of  this  city  was  laid  on 
the  6th  day  of  January  1534,  wherefore  he  called 
it  the  city  of  Kings,  or  Villa  de  los  Reyes ;  but  it 
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has  fince  been  much  better  known  by  the  name  of 
Lima. 

Having  fettled  fome  of  his  people  here,  he  porti¬ 
oned  the  neighbouring  lands  among  them,  and 
allotted  a  fufficient  number  of  Indians  to  each,  to 
aftift  in  the  planting.  He  proceeded  to  a  fpot 
about  three  hundred  miles  farther  north  on  the 
fouth-fea  coaft,  where  he  founded  another  city, 
which  he  called  Truxiilo,  after  the  name  of  his 
birth-place. 

While  Francis  Pizarro  was  thus  wifely  employed, 
he  received  news  that  his  brother  Ferdinand  had 
been  as  fuccefsful  at  the  court  of  Spain  as  could 
be  wilhed  ;  having  procured  for  him  the  title  of 
of  marquifs  De  los  Atabillos,  and  a  large  increafe 
of  territory,  which  was  to  be  difiinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  New  Caftile ;  alfo  that  he  had  obtained 
for  Almagro  the  poll  of  marfhal  of  Peru,  and  a 
government  two  hundred  leagues  in  extent  from 
north  to  fouth,  independent  of  Pizarro’s,  and 
named  New  Toledo. 

The  report  of  thefe  matters  reaching  the  ears 
of  Almagro,  before  any  authentic  accounts  had 
arrived,  he  fhook  off  the  title  of  Pizarro’s  lieute¬ 
nant,  and  affumed  that  of  governor  of  Cuzco,  un¬ 
der  pretence  that  it  was  out  of  Pizarro’s  jurifdiffi- 
on,  which  he  affirmed  extended  only  two  hundred 
leagues  from  the  line  :  in  this  ufurpation  he  was 
oppofed  by  Pizarro’s  brothers,  John  and  Gonfalo  ; 
the  eonfequence  of  which  was  an  open  rupture  ; 
and  there  being  many  partizans  on  each  fide,  fe~ 
veral  fkirmiffies  enfued,  and  fome  lives  were  loft. 

The  news  of  thefe  diffenftons  foon  reached  Pi¬ 
zarro,  whom  we  (hall  hereafter  often  diftinguifh 
by  the  title  of  the  marquifs,  in  his  new  town  of 
Truxiilo:  who,  feeing  the  immediate  neceffity  of 
his  prefence  among  them,  without  interrupting  the 
fettlement  of  his  new  colony,  in  which  he  left  all 
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his  Spanifh  followers,  committed  himfelf  without 
any  attendants  to  the  care  of  the  Indians  ;  who 
bore  him  on  their  fhoulders  in  a  hammock,  relieving 
one  another  at  proper  Rages,  and  travelling  fo  ex^ 
peditioufly,  that  he  entered  Cuzco  before  there 
was  the  leafi  fufpicion  of  his  approach. 

Here  he  foon  brought  Almagro  to  reafon,  con¬ 
vinced  him  of  his  error;  allured  him,  that  if,  on 
the  arrival  of  their  different  commiffions  from 
Spain,  he  Riould  diflike  what  was  allotted  to  him, 
he  would  divide  with  him  the  government  of 
Peru ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  obferved  to  him,  that 
as  by  all  accounts  the  territory  to  the  fouthward 
■of  Cuzco,  called  Chili,  was  Rill  richer  in  gold  and 
iilver  than  Peru,  he  would  confent  to  his  march¬ 
ing,  at  the  head  of  the  beR  part  of  their  united 
forces,  to  difcover  and  poffefs  it. 

The’  the  Spaniards  endeavoured  to  keep  fair 
with  the  Indians,  as  their  afiifiance  was  Rill  in 
many  cafes  neceffary  to  them,  yet  they  awed  them 
with  troops  in  different  places,  Rrengthening  Be- 
lalcazar  at  Quito ;  while  a  large  body  marched  to 
keep  the  inhabitants  about  the  mountains  of  the 
Andes  in  fubjeflion :  and  Almagro,  with  a  confi- 
derable*  party  prepared  for  his  fouthern  expedition, 
on  which  he  fet  out  about  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1535  ;  the  inca  Manco,  in  hopes  to  bind  the 
Spaniards  thereby  more  Rrongly  to  his  friendfhip, 
affiRing  him  with  fifteen  thoufand  men,  under  the 
condubf  of  his  brother  Paullu, ,  and  Villachuma 
the  high  prieR  of  the  Indians,  whom  we  find  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  Spanifn  hiRorians  under  the  name  of 
Villahoma. 

In  this  expedition  the  province  of  Charcas  was 
RrR  difeovered,  a  country  barren  and  inhofpitable, 
which,  tho’  judged  by  Almagro  not  worth  keeping, 
has  fince  proved  the  moR  valuable  acquisition 
made  by  the  Spanifh  power  in  America,  as  it  con¬ 
tains 
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tains  the  rich  mountains  of  Potofi,  which  have 
yielded  more  filver  than  any  other  mines  hitherto 
known. 

C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Ahnagro  goes  upon  aprogrefs  to  Chili  :  meets  with  vaft 
bardjhip /,  lofes  many  men  :  the  good  nature  and 
kindnefs  of  the  Indians  ;  he  abandons  this  dt [cover y, 
to  ufurp  the  government  of  Cuzco  :  the  inca  raifes 
two  hundred  thoufand  men ,  and  attacks  Cuzco  : 
John  Pizarro  killed :  the  inca  flies  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  :  Cuzco  furrenders  to  Almagro ,  and  he  ob¬ 
tains  feveral  advantages  over  Pizarro' s  people  ; 
with  whom  he  has  a  meetirg ,  and  makes  a  treaty , 
which  is  broken  by  Pizarro ;  who  cavfes  him  to  be 
put  to  death . 

0 

A  LMAGRO  was  informed  of  two  paffages 
into  Chili,  but  both  of  them  almoft  im¬ 
penetrable  ;  the  one  being  thro’  a  hot,  Tandy 
defert,  where  his  people  mu  ft  be  prepared  to 
encounter  the  fevereft  attacks  of  heat  and  thirft  ; 
the  other,  tho’  much  fhorter,  infinitely  more  in¬ 
convenient,  lying  over  prodigious  high  mountains 
crowned  with  eternal  fnow,  fo  craggy  as  fcarce  to 
admit  of  being  climbed,  and  fo  intenfely  cold,  that 
the  air  was,  at  one  feafon  of  the  year  only,  tole¬ 
rable. 

Almagro  chofe  the  latter,  becaufe  the  fhorter 
road,  and  perfifted  in  his  choice  in  fpite  of  the 
reprefentations  of  Paullu  and  the  Indians  ;  but  he 
had  reafon  to  repent  of  this  obftinacy,  his  men  being 
obliged  to  remove  the  fnow  with  their  hands,  mak¬ 
ing  thereby  very  fhort  journeys,  and  fcon  confirm¬ 
ing  their  provifions ;  fo  that  they  fuftained  incon¬ 
ceivable  diftrefles,  lofing  above  ten  thoufand  Indians, 
and  a  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  exclufive  of 
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fuch  as  loft  their  fingers  and  toes,  notwithftanding 
the  latter  were  clothed  in  a  manner  particularly 
warm. 

After  a  tedious  and  toilfome  march  of  more  than 
fix  hundred  miles,  they  arrived  in  Copayapu,  a 
province  lying  in  twenty  fix  degrees  fouth  latitude, 
fubjedl  to  the  inca  of  Peru,  where,  thro’  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  Paullu,  they  were  chearfully  entertained  ; 
the  inhabitants  not  only  bringing  them  plenty  of 
provifion,  but  alfo,  being  informed  of  their  value 
for  gold,  making  them  prefents  to  the  amount  of 
five  hundred  thoufand  ducats. 

Indeed  the  good  nature  and  fimplicity  of  the  In¬ 
dians  appeared  in  nothing  more  than  their  read!- 
nefs  to  fupply  the  Spaniards  with  this  commodity, 
when  they  had  difcovered  the  eftimation  in  which 
they  held  it ;  and  fo  far  did  their  complacency  ex¬ 
tend,  that  when  they  firft  arrived  at  Caxamalca, 
the  poor  Indians,  observing  their  horfes  champing 
upon  their  iron-bits,  believed  that  they  fed  upon 
provifion  of  that  folid  nature,  and  therefore  fup- 
piied  their  mangers  with  bars  of  gold,  which  they 
thought  would  be  more  agreeable  to  them,  from 
the  liking  their  mafters  had  to  it. 

Almagro  found  the  authority  of  Paullu,  whom 
he  perfuaded  that  he  intended  to  annex  Chili  to 
the  inca’s  dominions,  of  great  fervice  to  him  in  his 
progrefs  ;  being  by  that  means  received  in  many 
places  with  great  cordiality,  and  only  oppofed  in 
few  ;  fo  that  he  might  eafily  have  eftablifhed  colo¬ 
nies,  as  was  afterwards  done,  in  very  advantageous 
fituations,  had  not  a  fort  of  infatuation  pointed 
all  his  views  at  Cuzco,  where,  notwithftanding  all 
treaty,  he  was  determined  to  rule  ;  affirming  from 
the  commiffion,  which  he  by  this  time  had  received 
from  the  king  of  Spain,  that  this  city  fell  within 
his  jurifdiflion.  And  this  unhappy  determination 
was  the  final  caufe  of  his  deftruflion. 
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His  commiffion  was  brought  him  by  Juan  de 
Herrada  and  Ruis  Diaz,  who  joined  him  with  re- 
emits  from  Cuzco  ;  having  pahed  the  Cordilleras, 
the  road  Almagro  himfelf  had  come,  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  fatigue ;  in  the  month  of  November,  which  is 
the  fummer  of  that  climate,  and  the  only  feafon  in 
the  palfage  is  free. 

To  purfue  his  darling  project  of  prefiding  in 
Cuzco,  Almagro  abandoned  all  his  views  upon  Chili, 
and  began  his  march  northward  ;  but  his  army, 
terrified  at  the  remembrance  of  what  they  had  be¬ 
fore  fuffered  in  paffing  the  Cordilleras,  abfolutely 
refufed  again  to  face  them ;  wherefore  he  was 
forced  to  take  his  route  thro’  the  defart,  under  co¬ 
ver  of  the  hills,  and  bordering  upon  the  fea-coaft  2 
here  the  Indians  told  him  there  was  no  water,  but 
what  was  to  be  found  in  handing  pools  corrupted 
by  the  fun’s  heat,  and  even  thefe  eighteen,  or  per¬ 
haps  twenty-four  miles  one  from  the  other. 

However,  borachio’s,  or  leather-bottles,  were 
contrived  to  carry  their  water,  and  parties  of  In¬ 
dians  difpatched  before  the  army,  to  drain  the  wTell$ 
of  the  flagnated  water,  and  leave  the  frefh  at  li¬ 
berty  to  rife.  Thefe  two  expedients  were  of  vail 
ufe  to  them  in  their  march  ;  fo  that  they  paffed 
thefe  barren  trafts,  with  much  lefs  difficulty,  than  it 
was  at  firfl  imagined  they  fhould  be  able  to  do. 

Things  in  the  mean  time  fell  into  great  coiifufi- 
on  in  Peru  :  the  marquifs  having  retired  to  Li¬ 
ma,  upon  fome  bufinefs,  the  inca  Manco  finding 
there  were  no  thoughts  of  reftoring  him  to  his 
crown  and  power,  as  had  been  promifed  by  the 
treaty  of  Caxamalca,  made  his  efcape  from  Cuzco, 
abufing  the  liberty  that  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  who 
was  very  much  his  friend,  had  given  him,  of  going 
to  a  folemn  feflival  held  at  Yucaya,  four  leagues 
from  Cuzco  5  where  he  laid  the  fcheme  of  quickly 

L  5  railing 
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raifing  three  armies,  and  falling  on  Lima,  Truxillo* 
and  Cuzco,  at  one  and  the  fame  time. 

Thefe  defigns  were  intimated  to  Paullu,  in  the 
army  of  Almagro,  then  on  his  march  thro’  the  de¬ 
fart  ;  but  he  being  a  man  of  drift  honour,  refufed 
to  join  them  at  any  rate,  or  to  break  faith  with  the 
Spaniards  :  in  return  for  which  conduct  Almagro  fa- 
luted  him  with  the  title  of  emperor,  which  he  with 
reludtance  accepted  of,  receiving  it  only  that  his 
country  might  not  want  a  protector.  It  was  mere 
chance  that  manifefted  this  integrity  of  Paullu  ;  for 
a  confpiracy  having  been  fet  on  foot  in  Almagro’s 
camp,  againft  his  life,  Phillipillo,  who  was  deeply 
engaged  in  it,  at  firft  accufed  Paullu  of  being  the 
principal  abettor  of  it ;  but  this  being  very  incon- 
iiftent  with  that  prince’s  behaviour  and  conduft, 
Almagro  ordered  the  interpreter  to  be  tortured  ; 
on  which  he  •  owned  the  generous  deportment  of 
Paullu,  confeffed  that  he  had  accufed  him  wrong¬ 
fully,  and  at  the  fame  time  acknowledged  that  the 
articles  he  had  formerly  trumped  up  againft  Atabaliba 
had  no  foundation  in  truth  ;  on  all  which  accounts 
he  juftly  buffered  a  moft  ignominious  death. 

In  the  mean  time  Manco  Capac  affembled  above 
two  hundred  thoufapd  men,  with  whom,  after  hav¬ 
ing  cut  off  feveral  Spaniards  that  he  caught  drag¬ 
gling  about  the  mines,  he  laid  fiegeto  Cuzco,  which 
was  defended  by  a  very  fmall  force,  provided  with  a 
good  train  of  artillery,  and  a  few  horfes  ;  however, 
he  was  often  repulfed  with  very  great  {laughter. 

The  Indians  having,  in  their  firft  onfet,  gained 
pofieflion  of  a  very  Strong  fortrefs,were  not  driven  out 
of  it  in  lefs  than  five  or  fix  days  ;  and  John  Pizarro, 
after  having  acted  very  bravely  in  an  attack  upon  it, 
taking  off  his  helmet  to  cool  himfelf,  was  hit  upon 
the  temple  by  a  done,  of  which  droke  he  died  in 
about  three  days,  to  the  great  regret  of  his  party  ; 
for  he  was  certainly  the  braved  of  the  brothers. 

When 
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When  the  inca  heard  of  Almagro’s  approaching 
Cuzco,  he  retired  ;  and  tho’  Aimagro  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  him  to  a  treaty,  he  abfolutely  declined 
it,  refolving  never  more  to  hear  of  terms  from  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  hitherto  kept  none  with  him. 

He  alfo  took  a  Rep,  that  muff  at  fir  ft  appear  very 
furprizing,  and  yet  the  reafons  he  gave  in  defence 
of  it  fpoke  him  a  politician  ;  this  was  difbanding 
liis  army,  and  privately  retiring  to  the  mountains  : 
and  to  fuch  of  his  officers  as  flrove  to  difTuade  him 
from  it,  by  reprefenting  that  no  time  could  ever 
promife  him  more  fuccefs  than  this,  in  which  Ai¬ 
magro  and  Pizarro  were  at  open  variance,  he  an- 
fwered,  that  notwithftanding  all  animofities,  they 
would  certainly  make  head  againfl  him,  fhould  he 
make  a  fhew  of  oppoling  them ;  but  it  was  time 
enough  for  him  to  return  and  declare  his  inten- 
-tions,  when  they  were  fufficiently  weakened  by 
mutual  contentions. 

To  -thofe  who  confider  the  hardfhip  of  collefU 
ing  an  army,  this  muff  feem  a  very  injudicious 
courfe  ;  but  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  fo  im¬ 
plicit  was  the  refpeff  of  the  Indians  for  their  fo- 
vereign,  that,  on  the  leafl  intimation  of  their  fer- 
vice  being  necefiary  to  him,  their  voluntary  afTem- 
bling  for  his  fervice  was  as  quick,  as  their  difpei> 
fion  was  fudden. 

Aimagro  now  appeared  before  the  walls  of  Cuz¬ 
co,  fummoning  the  place  to  receive  him  as  gover¬ 
nor,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  royal  commif- 
fion  ;  but  the  magillrates  anfwering,  that  this  was 
a  point  of  too  great  confequence  to  be  concluded 
upon  at  once,  and  that  fome  time  for  deliberation 
was  requifite,  he,  fuppofing  it  to  be  an.excufe 
formed  by  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  that  he  might  gain 
time,  eptered  the  city  after  night-fall,  attacked  the 
deputy-governor’s  houfe,  who  refufed  to  furrender* 
until  Aimagro  ordered  it  to  be  fet  on  Ere,  which 

L  6  forced! 
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forced  out  both  him  and  his  brother  Gonfalo,  who 
were  quickly  made  prifoners. 

After  this  exploit  Almagro  fummoned  the  magif- 
tracy,  whom  he  compelled  to  acknowledge  him  go¬ 
vernor  •  at  the  fame  time  appointing  de  Rojas  his  de¬ 
puty. 

The  marquifs,  who  was  Rill  at  Lima,  where  he 
had  no  intelligence  of  thefe  tranfadlions,  fearing, 
as  he  received  no  news  from  Cuzco,  that  the  In¬ 
dians  might  have  come  down  upon  his  brothers, 
fent  thither  five  hundred  Spanifh  horfe,  command¬ 
ed  by  Don  Alonfo  de  Alvarado  ;  under  whom  he 
appointed  Pedro  de  Lerma,  who,  being  an  older 
officer,  never  forgave  the  preference  given  to  Alvara¬ 
do  :  and  the  news  of  his  difcontent  being  conveyed 
to  Almagro,  they  made  a  private  agreement,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  Lerma  took  the  firff  opportunity 
of  deferring  Alvarado  with  a  large  body  of  men  ; 
whereupon  the  latter  was  vigoroufly  attacked,  and, 
after  a  flout  refiflance,  his  whole  party  routed,  and 
himfelf  taken  prifoner  ;  an  event  which  had  never 
happened,  had  his  men  been  obedient  to  his  orders. 

The  troops  which  had  deferred  to  Almagro  upon 
this  engagement  were  very  nobly  rewarded,  and 
marfha'iled  into  a  body,  the  command  of  which 
was  given  to  Pedro  de  Lerma.  And  fo  much  did 
it  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  enemies  of  the  Pizarros, 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  Almagro  could  pre- 
ferve  the  lives  of  the  two  brothers,  who  were  his 
prifoners  ;  Organez,  his  lieutenant-general,  and  fe- 
veral  other  officers,  infilling  Rrongly  on  their  being 
put  to  death. 

The  news  of  this  defeat  made  a  very  deep  im- 
preffion  upon  the  heart  of  the  marquifs;  who  find¬ 
ing  himfelf  not  ftrong  enough  to  make  head  again fl 
Almagro,  his  whole  force  fcarcely  exceeding  four 
hundred  men,  refolved  to  try  what  policy  could 
do  :  wherefore  he  fent  deputies  to  Cuzco,  to  pro- 
pofe  an  accommodation  ;  which  Almagro,  notwith- 

-  Landing 
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Banding  his  friends  urged  that  Pizarro  would  never 
adhere  to  a  treaty,  received  with  great  civility,  pro- 
mifing  an  interview  with  the  marquifs,  wherein  com- 
miffioners  fhould  be  chofen  to  fettle  their  refpec- 
tive  boundaries.  Accordingly  he  marched  out  of 
Cuzco,  leaving  therein  a  fufficient  garrifon,  at  the 
head  of  five  hundred  Spaniards  and  upwards,  taking 
the  road  to  Lima,  and  carrying  Ferdinand  Pizarro 
prisoner  in  his  train ;  Gonfalo  and  Alvarado  being 
left  in  the  town  under  the  care  of  De  Rojas,  whofe 
perfon  they  found  means  to  feize  upon  after  Ama- 
gro’s  departure.  Then  they  made  their  efcape  to 
Lima,  accompanied  by  about  fixty  men,  whom  they 
had  won  to  their  interefi,  bringing  along  with  them 
the  deputy  governor  in  fetters. 

Organez  and  his  partizans,  upon  the  news  of  this 
efcape,  urged  Almagro  to  revenge  it  by  the  death 
of  his  prifoner  Ferdinand,  a  point  they  had  labour¬ 
ed  hard  at  before  ;  but  it  was  a  piece  of  cruelty 
that  he  abfolutely  refufed ;  and  foon  after  met  the 
marquifs  at  Mala,  with  twelve  men  on  each  fide, 
to  terminate  their  difference.  It  is  affirmed  by 
fome  writers,  that  they  embraced  each  other  in  the 
moft  friendly  manner  •,  but  according  to  others., 
the  deportment  of  Pizarro  was  proud  and  referved : 
however,  we  are  rather  inclined  to  credit  the  for¬ 
mer  account,  it  being  inconfifient  with  Pizarro’s 
general  charafter  to  a£I  fo  impoliticly,  upo  a  crifis 
fo  very  important  and  ticklifh. 

However,  this  conference  was  very  fuddenly 
broke  off  by  one  of  Almagro’s  followers  pufhing 
abruptly  into  his  prefence,  crying  out,  that  he  was 
betrayed ;  on  which  he  took  horfe  and  rode  off, 
leaving  matters  entirely  unfettled. 

This  alarm  was  occafioned  by  the  approach  of 
Gonfalo  with  feven  hundred  men,  which  induced 
Organez  alfo  to  advance  with  his  troops,  to  repel, 
by  force,  the  treachery  he  fufpedted  in  agitation. 

Each 
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Each  fide  by  this  rupture  Teemed  ready  for  war,, 
when  the  marquifs  again  found  means  to  perfuade 
Almagro  to  liflen  to  terms  ;  and  a  treaty  was  agreed 
upon,  and  fworn  to  on  each  fide,  whereby,  among 
many  other  advantages,  the  poffeffion  of  Cuzco  was 
ceded  to  Almagro,  until  the  decifion  of  the  empe¬ 
ror  fhould  be  known  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
Ferdinand  was  fet  at  liberty,  promifmg  upon  oath 
not  to  aft  again!!  Almagro  ;  and  a  colony  that  had 
been  lately  planted  by  the  latter  at  Chinca,  between 
Cuzco  and  Zangalla,  in  fifteen  degrees  fouth  lati¬ 
tude,  was  removed. 

The  marquifs  had  nofooned  obtained  the  covet¬ 
ed  point  of  his  brother’s  liberty,  than  he  broke 
thro’  the  treaty,  fending  a  notary  and  witneffes  to 
fummon  Almagro  to  furrender  Cuzco,  and  the 
places  he  had  conquered,  otherwife  he  muff  expeft 
to  be  treated  as  a  rebel  by  all  the  Spanifh  fettle- 
ments. 

This  dhhonourable  method  of  proceeding, Pizarro 
is  the  more  inexcufable,  as  he  haJd,  by  one  of  his  own 
people,  much  about  that  time,  received  an  exprefs 
from  court,  whereby  each  governor  v/as  enjoined, 
under  pain  of  the  emperor’s  difpleafure,  to  keep 
quiet  poffefiion  of  fuch  places,  as  fhould,  at  the  time 
of  that  meiTenger’s  arrival,  own  their  refpeftive  ju- 
rifdiftioh  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  fuppofing  themfelves  in¬ 
jured,  they  were  direfted  to  appeal  to  the  council 
of  the  Inches  ;  but  thefe  orders  he  thought  fit  to 
fupprefs, 

Organez  now  upbraided'  Almagro  for  negleft- 
ing  his  advice,  and  he,  being  convinced  of  his  er¬ 
ror,  tho’  too  late,  heartily  repented  of  it :  how<- 
ever,  he  gave  orders  for  fecuring  Cuzco,  and  march¬ 
ed  with  his  troops  to  the  Salinas,  fo  called  from 
a  fountain  of  brakifh  water  there  fpringing,  not  far 
from  the  banks  of  the  Apurima,  and  a  few  leagues 
from  Cuzco,  where  the  marquifs’s  army,  led  by  Gom 
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falo,  came  up,  and,  after  an  engagement  of  two 
hours  continuance,  entirely  defeated  him  ;  and  Or- 
ganez,  after  having  behaved  with  great  gallantry* 
growing  faint  with  his  wounds,  accepted  quarter 
from  a  perfon  called  Fuentez,  who  cruelly  murder¬ 
ed  him  in  cold  blood. 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  unhorfed  in  the  heat  of 
the  engagement  by  Lerma,  who  at  the  fame  time 
upbraided  him  with  his  perjury  •  his  armour  how¬ 
ever  faved  his  life ;  and  Lerma  being  afterwards 
born  down  by  fome  of  Pizarro’s  people,  was  trea- 
cheroufly  fiabbed,  but  he  recovered  to  be  butch¬ 
ered  in  a  more  cruel  manner. 

Almagro,  who  was  carried  into  the  field  in  a  lit¬ 
ter,  being  too  weak  to  fit  ahorfe,  finding  his  for¬ 
ces  defeated,  retired  to  the  citadel  of  Cuzco,  whi¬ 
ther  he  was  purfued  by  Alvarado,  to  whom  he 
was  foon  obliged  to  furrender. 

He  was  no  fooner  entirely  in  the  power  of  his 
enemies,  than  Ferdinand,  determined  to  take  re¬ 
venge  on  him  for  his  long  imprifonment,  and  per¬ 
haps  afraid  of  his  making  head  againfl:  the  Pizarros 
again,  for  he  was  not  only  brave  but  well  beloved* 
caufed  him  to  be  accufed  of  high-treafon ;  for  hav¬ 
ing  feized  the  city  of  Cuzco,  made  a  fecret  treaty 
with  the  inca,  encroached  on  the  government  con¬ 
ferred  by  royal  appointments  upon  Pizarro,  and 
fought  two  battles  againfl:  the  forces  of  his  fove- 
reign,  whereby  much  Chriftian  blood  had  been 
filed,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  Spanifh  arms  confi- 
derably  retarded. 

For  thefe  offences  Almagro  marfhal  of  Peru  was 
tried,  convidted,  and  condemned  to  die,  al¬ 
though  he  infified  on  appealing  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  ;  Alvarado  pleading  firongly  that  his  appeal 
fiiouid  be  admitted,  and  vainly  attempting  to  {of¬ 
ten  Ferdinand’s  inflexibility,  by  reprefenting  the 
kindnefs  with  which  Almagro  had  ufed  them  both 

when 


232  THE  CONQUEST  OF  PERU. 

when  they  were  his  prifoners  :  nay,  he  himfelf  ad* 
dreffed  Ferdinand  in  the  moft  perfuafive  and  piti¬ 
able  terms  ;  he  entreated  him  to  remember  the  time 
had  been  when  he  had  fpared  his  life,  in  oppoft- 
tion  to  numbers  who  were  bent  upon  his  deftrudfi- 
on ;  to  recollect  the  fhare  he  had  in  advancing  the 
Pizarros  to  their  prefent  glory,  and  fubduing  the 
furrounding  nations ;  he  prayed  him  to  confider, 
that,  bowing  under  a  weight  of  age  and  infirmi¬ 
ties,  a  very  fhort  time  muft  level  him  with  the  grave, 
in  the  common  courfe  of  nature  ;  for  which  sera 
that  he  might  be  referved,  he  conjured  them  to 
take  a  retrofpeft  of  his  conduct,  when  they  would 
find  he  always  befriended  the  Pizarros,  and  advan¬ 
ced  the  glory  of  his  country. 

But,  alas,  his  entreaties  were  as  ineffectual,  as  the 
grateful  interpofition  of  Alvarado;  for,  in  a  very 
fhort  time  after  fentence  had  been  paffed  upon  him, 
Ferdinand,  under  pretence  that  there  was  adefign 
on  foot  to  refcue  him  from  prifon,  ordered  him  to 
be  ftrangled,  in  the  feventy  fifth,  tho’  fome  fay  only 
the  fixty  fifth  year  of  his  age  ;  after  which  the 
dead  body  was  beheaded  in  a  public  fquare  at  Cuz¬ 
co,  and  lay  mo  ft  part  of  the  day  almoft  naked,  ex- 
pofed  on  a  fcaffold,  without  any  body  daring  to  bury 
it,  left  they  fhould  thereby  provoke  his  enemies,  who 
were  inhuman  enough  to  pay  no  regard  to  its  in¬ 
terment,  till  a  few  poor  Indians,  who  had  been 
his  fervants,  towards  evening,  wrapped  it  in  a  coarfe 
fheet,  and  conveyed  it  to  a  church,  where  it  was 
buried  by  the  clergy  under  their  high  altar. 

Almagro  left  behind  him  a  natural  fon,  by  an 
Indian  woman,  whom,  at  his  death,  he  bequeath¬ 
ed  to  the  care  of  James  Alvarado ;  who  defiring 
Pizarro  to  evacuate  fo  much  of  the  country  as  he 
had  always  allowed  to  be  under  Almagro’s  go¬ 
vernment,  that  he  might  take  poffeftion  of  it  for 
the  youth,  was  haughtily  anfwered,  that  h:s  go¬ 
vernment 


THE  CONQUEST  OF  PERU.  233 

vernment  was  now  unbounded,  and  he  knew  of 
no  body  that  had  a  right  to  infid  on  fharing  it 
with  him,  fince  Almagro  was  no  more  :  Alvarado, 
thus  repulfed,  made  the  bed:  of  his  way  to  Spain, 
taking  with  him  fuch  evidences  as  were  proper  to 
fupport  what  he  had  a  mind  to  reprefent  at  court* 


CHAP.  VII. 

The  inca  makes  a  Jland  againjl  the  Spaniards 2 
Ferdinand  Pizarro  imprifoned  in  Spain  :  the  mines 
of  Poiofi ,  hoiv  Jhared :  the  marquifs’s  cruelty  to  the 
followers  cf  Almagro  :  a  rem  ark  able Jlory  of  twelve  of 
them  :  his  death  concerted  at  Lima ;  he  is  ajfajpnated 
and  all  his  attendants ;  a  fummary  of  his  character  : 
Almagro* s  fon  proclaimed  governor  cf  Peru . 

ABOUT  this  time  the  inca  Manco  drove  to 
make  a  pufh  for  driving  out  the  invaders, 
and  proved  a  condderable  hindrance  to  their  pro- 
grefs ;  for  the  Peruvians  having,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  got  the  better  of  the  terror  impreded  on  them 
at  fird  by  fire  arms  and  horfes,  were  now  able  to 
make  a  dand  againd  them ;  nor  did  there  want 
fome  indances  of  their  driving  their  enemies  before 
them  :  nay,  it  is  certain,  that  above  two  thoufand 
Spaniards  found  it  much  harder  to  keep  the  ground 
which  they  had  conquered,  than  four  hundred  on» 
ly  had  found  in  the  conqued  of  it ;  and,  it  feems 
indisputable,  that  had  not  fome  particular  bodies 
of  Indians  been  fo  infatuated  as  to  adhere  clofely 
and  faithfully  to  his  intered,  fupplying  him  with 
provifions,  difeovering  all  the  drong  paffes,  and 
condantly  giving  him  intelligence,  Pizarro-  might 
have  been  driven  from  his  acquifitions  in  the  mod 
difgraceful  manner. 


Meafures 
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Meafures  of  feverity  very  often  rather  irritate 
than  afluage  civil  dhfenfions,  and  this  is  evidenced 
in  the  death  of  Almagro  ;  after  which  the  faction 
againfl  the  Pizarros  gathered  ftrength  daily  ;  fo  that 
Ferdinand,  who  had  been  the  chief  caufe  of  it, 
thought  it  belt  to  retire  to  Spain,  with  all  the  gold 
that  he  could  collect ;  for,  from  the  clamours  of 
the  foldiery,  he  fufpefted  there  were  fome  defigns 
upon  his  life  :  but  Alvarado  had  prepared  for  his  re¬ 
ception  at  court,  where  he  was  arrefted  as  foon  as 
he  arrived,  and  flung  into  prifon ;  and,  notwith- 
handing  that  Alvarado  died  in  a  fliort  time  after, 
not  without  fufpicion  of  having  been  poifoned,  his 
defence  was  fo  very  weak,  that  he  continued  more 
than  twenty  years  in  confinement. 

The  mines  of  Potofi,  in  the  province  of  Char- 
cas,  were  the  mod  valuable  acquifltions  made  after 
Almagro’s  death,  which  the  marquifs  divided  among 
the  conquerors,  having  firft  founded  the  city  of 
La  Plata,  fo  named  from  its  fituation. 

To  his  brother  Ferdinand,  then  in  Spain,  he 
affigned  a  confiderable  portion  of  them ;  and  alfo 
to  his  brother  Gonfalo,  who  was  engaged  in  fub- 
duing  the  inca  Manco. 

Gonfalo,  who  was  governor  of  Quito,  having 
driven  the  inca  to  the  mountains,  turned  his 
thoughts  to  making  new  difcoveries  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  marched  well  attended  to  the  eaflward,  in 
order,  if  poflible,  to  arrive  at  fome  knowledge  of 
the  breadth  of  America  ;  and,  notwithftanding  he 
met  with  infuperable  difficulties,  it  was  by  his  di¬ 
rections  that  Orellana,  who  was  one  of  his  officers, 
coafted  down  the  great  river  of  the  Amazons,  re¬ 
turning  from  the  mouth  of  it  to  the  Spanifh  fettle- 
ments,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  American  continent, 
and  thereby  opening  a  paflage  to  other  before  un¬ 
known  countries,  as  valuable  as  any  that  hitherto 
had  been  difcovered. 


The 
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The  proceedings  of  the  marquifs  Pizarro,  after 
Almagro  was  put  to  death,  were  certainly  as 
injudicious  as  they  were  cruel ;  for,  he  not  only 
difcharged  all  officers  whom  he  fufpecled  to  have 
been  inclined  to  his  party,  but  alfo,  confcious  of 
his  injuflice,  and  fearing  the  confequence  of  their 
complaining  againft  him,  abfolutely  prevented  their 
returning  to  Spain :  and  many  of  them  being  by 
thefe  means  involved  in  great  diffrefs,  were  re¬ 
duced  to  the  neceility  of  living  upon  the  alms  of 
their  countrymen  ;  and  twelve  of  them,  who  were 
all  men  of  family,  refided  in  a  houfe  which  was 
given  them  by  de  la  Prefa,  having  but  one  cloke 
amongff  them  all,  which  they  wore  by  turns,  go¬ 
ing  abroad  only  one  at  a  time,  and  de  la  Prefa  dy¬ 
ing,  Pizarro  turned  them  out  of  the  houfe,  publifh- 
ing  an  edidl  at  the  fame  time  ;  whereby  he  forbade 
any  relief  being  adminiftred  to  them,  or  their  adhe¬ 
rents,  under  fevere  penalties. 

The  defpair  which  this  order  infpired  was  much 
more  deftrudtive  in  its  confequences  to  Pizarro,  than 
poflibly  their  other  diffreffes  could  ever  have  been  ; 
for  finding  that  their  miferies  could  only  be  ended 
by  theirs  or  the  marquifs’s  fall,  they  refolved  upon 
an  open  attempt  at  revenge,  which  they  defperate- 
ly  and  bravely  put  in  pradtice. 

Aitho’  Lima  had  grown  up,  under  the  care  and 
tuition  of  the  marquifs,  yet  there  were  many 
of  its  inhabitants  who  pitied  the  fall  of  Almagro, 
fome  remembering  perhaps  how  much  he  had  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  reduction  of  Peru,  others  recollect¬ 
ing  that  tendernefs  he  had  for  the  fokliery,  for 
which  he  was  remarkably  beloved  ;  and  a  third 
party,  who  had  rifen  by  his  friendfhip,  wanted 
only  a  fair  opportunity  to  retaliate  his  death  up¬ 
on  thofe  who  had  perpetrated  it.  Among  thefe, 
the  defperate  oppreffed  veterans,  who  laboured  un¬ 
der  the  difadvantages  of  Pizarro’s  edidt,  found  re- 
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fuge  in  repairing  to  Lima  in  (mall  numbers,  of  two 
or  three  at  a  time,  till  they  amounted  to  more  than 
two  hundred,  who  determined  to  feize  the  firfl  fair 
opportunity  of  executing  their  defign  ;  in  the  pro- 
fecuting  of  which,  however,  they  were  for  fome 
time  retarded,  in  hopes  that  a  new  commiffioner, 
fome  of  whofe  attendants  were  already  arrived,  dif- 
patched  from  Spain,  purpofely  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  marquifs’s  conduct,  would  do  them  juflice, 
without  forcing  them  to  the  neceffity  of  an  infur- 
redtion. 

But,  on  Sunday  June  26th  1541,  de  Rada,  one 
•  of  the  principal  confpirators,  was  alarmed  with  a 
report  that  they  were  difcovered,  and  the  marquifs 
taking  meafures  to  have  them  all  taken  off  by  an  ig¬ 
nominious  death  in  lefs  than  three  hours ;  this  intel¬ 
ligence  he  haflily  communicated  to  fuch  of  his  bre¬ 
thren  as  he  could  mofl  readily  meet :  on  which,  find¬ 
ing  that  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  they  repaired, 
one  by  one,  to  the  number  of  nineteen,  to  the  houfe 
of  young  Almagro,  which  flood  on  one  fide  of  the 
great  fquare  of  Lima,  whence  they  marched  with 
drawn  fwords  through  the  market-place  towards 
the  marquifs’s  palace,  crying,  “  Long  live  the  king ! 
4<  but  let  the  tyrant  die  !  ”  And  it  is  remarkable, 
that  tho’  there  were  above  a  thoufand  people  in  the 
fquare  at  the  fame  time,  neither  did  they  meet  the 
fmalleft  oppofition,  nor  did  Pizarro  receive  the  leaf! 
intelligence  of  their  rifing ;  fo  that  they  entered 
his  palace  very  eafily,  the  doors  being  open. 

Pizarro,  who  was  fitting  with  only  two  or  three 
people,  on  the  firll  news  of  the  difturbance,  which 
he  received  by  one  of  his  pages,  ordered  Francis 
de  Chaves,  his  lieutenant-general,  to  fecure  the 
great  door,  which  he  negledled,  fuppofing  it  only 
iome  mutiny  among  the  foldiers,  that  his  prefence 
would  immediately  quell,  on  which  he  went  down 
flairs ;  and  inquiring  wherefore  were  thefe  com¬ 
motions. 
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motions,  was  only  anfwered  by  two  or  three  of 
the  confpirators  lodging  their  daggers  in  his  bo- 
fom,  on  which  he  fell  dead  at  their  feet. 

The  marquifs,  hearing  them  in  the  gallery,  had 
not  time  to  put  on  his  armour,  but,  feizing  his 
fword  and  buckler,  defended  the  dining-room  door 
for  fome  time  with  great  bravery,  fupported  only 
by  his  half-brother,  Don  Francis  de  Alcantra,  and 
two  of  his  pages,  the  reft  of  his  company  and  fer- 
vants  having  fied  at  the  beginning  of  the  infur- 
reftion ;  but  one  of  the  confpirators  prefting  home, 
bore  down  and  killed  Don  Francis ;  on  which  the 
reft  pufhed  forward  with  frefh  vigour,  fo  that  the 
marquifs  was  forced  to  retire  before  them,  and  at 
laft  funk  down  fainting  under  his  wounds,  and 
was  foon  difpatched  :  his  two  pages  alfo,  having 
aefperately  wounded  feveral  of  the  confpirators, 
expired  by  his  fide,  gallantly  fighting  in  his  defence 
to  the  laft  gafp. 

Thus,  in  his  fixty  fifth  year,  ended  the  life  of 
Don  Francifco  Pizarro,  the  fir  ft  difcoverer  and  con¬ 
queror  of  Peru  ;  a  man,  the  meannefs  of  whofe 
education  appeared  in  his  not  being  able  to  write  his 
own  name,  his  fecretary  always  inferting  it  between 
two  ftrokes  which  he  drew  with  a  pen  :  he  was 
certainly  endowed  with  many  good  qualities,  and 
nature  had  furnifhed  him  with  abilities  as  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  bufy  operations  of  war,  as  they  were 
illuftrious  in  the  gentler  offices  of  peace ;  he  was 
brave,  prudent,  and  public-fpirited,  but  unbound- 
ly  ambitious,  never  fcrupling  to  facrifice  his  ho¬ 
nour  to  his  intereft,  and  tarnifhing  his  greatnefs  by 
a<fts  of  inhumanity  that  will  not  bear  excufe. 

His  feizing  upon,  and  countenancing  the  death 
of  Atabaliba ;  nay,  even  his  breaking  the  folemn 
oath  given  to  Almagro,  and  forwarding  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  leader’s  definition ;  with  his  unreafonable 
snd  inhuman  profecution  of  the  followers  of  the 

latter; 
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latter;  were  fufficient  to  obfcure  the  glory  of  a 
char  after  much  more  illuflrious  than  his. 

Themarquifs  was  never  married,  but  he  had  ma¬ 
ny  mihxdffies  ;  fome  of  them  of  the  inca’s  family  : 
however,  we  do  not  find  that  he  left  any  children 
behind  him;  and,  like  his  competitor  Almagro, 
he  was  buried  very  privately  by  his  own  fervants, 
no  officer  or  perfon  of  any  rank  chufing  to  affift  at 
his  obfequies,  left  they  ffiould  thereby  incur  the 
difpleafure  of  Almagro’s  friends.  His  houfe,  with 
that  of  his  brothers,  and  two  or  three  of  his  profef- 
fed  friends,  was  immediately  plundered  ;  and  it  is 
faid,  that  the  value  of  a  million  of  crowns  in  gold 
and  filver  was  found  in  his  palace,  the  furniture  of 
which  was  left  untouched,  being  devoted  to  the 
ufe  of  young  Almagro,  whofe  party  flraight  pro- 
claimed  him  governor  of  Peru  ;  and  was,  the  com¬ 
mon  confequence  of  power,  confiderably  reinforced 
from  all  quarters ;  while  feverai  diforders  were 
committed  in  the  town,  the  conflant  effefts  of  fuch 
a  reformation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,  VIII. 

Young  Almagro' s  authority  oppofed  in  many  places : 
Vac  a  de  Cajlro  arrives  from  Spain  with  a  new  com - 
miffion  :  his  character  :  be  is  joined  by  Alonzo  de 
Alvar  ado ,  Holguin ,  and  many  other  commanders  : 
Almagro' s  errors  in  conduct :  Gcnfalo  Pizarro  fub- 
mits  to  him  :  two  of  Almagro  s  officers  quarrel 5  one 
of  them  murdered ;  the  furvivor  killed  by  Alma¬ 
gro  :  who  refufes  all  terms  from  de  Cajlro  :  with 
whom  he  engages ,  is  beaten ,  taken  pr  if  oner ,  convict¬ 
ed  of  high-treafon ,  and  executed,  together  with  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  adherents , 

rip'  H  E  magidracy  of  Lima  were  obliged  to 
own  the  authority  of  Almagro,  and  many 
other  parts  of  the  empire  did  the  fame  ;  but  Alon¬ 
zo  de  Alvarado,  who  was  in  the  fouthern  province 
of  Chiachapuca,  and  Holguin  abfolutely  refufed  it-; 
the  latter,  on  the  fxrft  news  of  the  revolution,  mak¬ 
ing  what  hade  he  could  to  Cuzco,  where  he  erected 
the  royal  dandard,  and  fent  medengers  round  to 
the  provinces  of  Arequipa,  Los  Charcas,  and  the 
neighbouring  places,  to  encourage  a  fpirit  of  loyalty, 
and  of  oppodtion  to  this  new  government ;  which 
induced  fome  perfons,  who  were  friends  to  the  fac¬ 
tion,  to  dip  away  privately,  intending  to  have  join¬ 
ed  their  friends  at  Lima ;  but  they  were  purfued, 
and  foon  brought  back  to  their  duty. 

In  the  mean  time,  Holguin  having  received  in¬ 
telligence,  that  Almagro  was  marching  at  the  head 
of  fix  hundred  men,  either  to  take  Cuzco,  or 
give  him  battle  ;  and  knowing  himfelf  too  weak 
to  oppofe  them  dngly,  determined,  if  podjble, 
to  accomplidi  a  jundtion  with  Alvarado,  which  he 
did  thus  by  a  feint. 


He 
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He  fent  out  a  party  of  horfe,  which  furprifed 
fome  of  Almagro’s  people ;  two  of  whom  he  order¬ 
ed  to  be  hanged  by  way  of  intimidation,  and  fent 
the  reft  back  to  the  camp,  defiring  them  to  tell 
their  leader,  that  he  would  pay  him  fuch  vifit  in  a 
day  or  two,  as  fhould  make  him  rue  their  meeting  : 
on  which  Almagro  halted  to  receive  him ;  and  Hol¬ 
guin  made  ufe  of  that  opportunity  to  turn  off  to  an¬ 
other  road,  by  which  he  Loon  came  up  with  Al¬ 
varado,  and  in  a  few  days  joined  Vaca  de  Caftro, 
the  new  commiftioner,  who  had  been  fo  long  ex¬ 
pelled  from  Spain ;  and  befides  his  being  appoint¬ 
ed  to  examine  into  the  differences  fubflfling  be¬ 
tween  the  generals,  was  authorized,  in  cafe  of  the 
marquifs  Pizarro’s  death,  to  affume  the  dignity  and 
adminiftration  of  governor  of  Peru.  He  had  been 
driven  by  contrary  winds  into  the  bay  of  Corgona, 
and  refolved  to  travel  by  land  to  Lima,  on  the 
road  to  which  he  was  thus  reinforced,  being  now 
feven  hundred  Prong. 

Vaca  de  Caftro  was  a  man  of  found  fenfe,  deep 
knowledge,  firm  refolution,  and  unconquerable  in¬ 
tegrity  :  he  was  bred  to  the  law ;  but  his  firm  ad¬ 
herence  to  juftice,  his  contempt  for  every  proceed¬ 
ing  that  was  not  perfectly  right,  and  his  declining, 
even  in  the  beft  caufe,  any  thing  that  had  the  flight- 
eft  appearance  of  illegality,  or  that  looked  like  cir¬ 
cumvention,  prevented  him  from  meeting  the  en¬ 
couragement  his  virtue  deferved ;  fo  that  he  was 
very  little  known. 

We  are  not  informed  by  what  chance  a  man  of 
fuch  confummate  honefty  could  find  intereft  at  court ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  emperor  had  preferred 
him  to  this  poft,  without  advifmg  with  any  of  his 
minifters,  becaufe  he  had  received  fome  convincing 
proofs  of  his  virtue ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  ad¬ 
vanced  him,  faying,  that  he  would  try  how  probity 
would  thrive  in  an  Indian  foil,  fince  it  was  fo  little 

cherifhed 
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pheriflied  at  a  Spanifli  bar ;  and  certainly,  fuch  a 
governor  America  never  experienced,  either  before 
or  flnce;  his  conduft  proving  fully  the  truth  of 
the  proverb,  that  Honefty  is  the  bed:  policy. 

He  ventured  upon  this  expedition  with  few  fob 
lowers  and  little  money  ;  and  his  fuccefs,  thus  in¬ 
differently,  feconded,  mud:  appear  furprifing,  until 
we  confider  the  fituation  of  the  Peruvian  affairs, 
in  confequene  of  which  a  drong  party  was  to  join 
him  in  their  own  defence. 

De  Cadro  received  Alvarado  and  Pedro  de  Hol¬ 
guin  with  great  civility,  confirming  them  in  their 
former  commands  ;  but,  to  prevent  all  difputes  that 
might  arife  from  a  divifion  of  the  chief  authority, 
as  had  been  the  cafe  between  Pizarro  and  Almagro, 
he  affumed  the  title  of  captain-general  himfelf,  re- 
.  folving  to  a 61  in  perfon  every  where,  tho’  he  had 
not  been  bred  in  the  field. 

Perhaps  no  man  ever  behaved  with  a  more  even 
conduft;  he  never  diewed,  his  authority  by  op- 
preffion,  nor 'drove  to  purchafe  frienddiip  by  flat¬ 
tery;  to  him  both  were  equally  odious  :  he  deter¬ 
mined  with  drift  impartiality  every  caufe  that  came 
under  his  infpeftion  ;  nor  did  the  party’s  being  ei¬ 
ther  Spanifli  or  Indian  procure  the  lead  didinftion : 
to  thofe  who  obeyed  the  emperor  he  behaved  as 
a  father  ;  to  the  rebellious,  as  an  expounder  of  the 
law,  to  the  very  letter  of  which  he  adhered  ;  as 
a  man  he  was  compaffionate ;  as  a  judge  he  was 
a  dranger  to  pity.  The  people  at  fird  were  ado- 
nifhed  at  his  deportment ;  but  a  fhort  time  con¬ 
vinced  them  of  his  upright  intention  :  and  they  were 
taught  at  length  to  revere  what  they  had  before 
dreaded. 

Belalcazar  came  from  his  government  of  Popay- 
an,  to  compliment  him  ;  mod  of  the  places  that 
were  not  overawed  by  the  prefence  of  Almagro, 

Vol.  II.  M  -acknow- 
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acknowledged  his  power ;  and  Gonfalo  Pizarro,  he* 
ing  returned  from  his  progrefs  to  the  eaflward,  af¬ 
ter  having  fuflained  confiderable  hardfhips,  and 
loft  near  two  thirds  of  his  men,  fent  a  deputation 
to  him  from  Quito,  whereby  he  fubmitted  himfelf 
to  his  fuperiority,  and  offered  to  march  with  what 
men  he  could  raife  to  his  affiflance  ;  but  De  Cafiro, 
who  always  a  fled  upon  the  principles  of  reffitude, 
fent  him  word,  That  he  accepted  of  his  fub- 
miffion,  and  was  fatisfied  of  his  fidelity  to  the  em¬ 
peror  ;  that  the  hardfhips  by  him  fuflained  in 
his  late  progrefs  required  fome  refl  ;  on  which 
account,  the  loyal  party  being  already  fufficient- 
ly  flrong,  his  prefence  was  difpenfed  with,  and 
he  was  at  liberty  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  care  of 
civil  matters  in  Quito. 

Young  Almagro  was,  in  the  mean  time,  making 
what  head  he  could  againfl  fuch  formidable  oppo- 
fition  ;  he  was  open,  brave,  and  generous,  but  a 
little  cruel  ;  nature  had  blefted  him  with  very  great 
abilities,  and  they  were  tempered  by  the  virtues  of 
a  proper  education;  but  his  youth  ieffened  the  in¬ 
fluence  which  his  merits  ought  to  have  command- 
ed,  by  which  means  he  was  driven  into  many  er¬ 
rors  ;  the  principal  of  which  was,  his  permitting 
the  armies  of  Alvarado  and  Holguin  to  unite,  and 
not  fixing  upon  any  thing  pofitively  till  it  was  al- 
moft  too  late  to  take  any  meafures. 

The  death  of  De  Reda,  who  w^as  his  general, 
and  a  man  of  experience  as  well  as  fidelity,  con¬ 
tributed  to  difconcert  him  greatly ;  and  his  after¬ 
wards  dividing  the  commiffion  of  general  between 
Chrifiopher  de  Sotalo  and  Garcia  de  Alvarado  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  ruin. 

Chrifiopher  and  Garcia  foon  after  quarreling  about 
fuperiority,  the  former  having  condemned  a  foldi- 
er  to  be  hanged  for  theft,  was  oppofed  by  the  lat¬ 
ter,  who  thence  taking  occafion  to  differ  with  him, 

7  warm 
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warm  words  enfued,  and  Chriffopher  was  killed  on 
the  fpot. 

Almagro  refented  the  alfalTination  very  highly,, 
and  Garcia  fearing  his  revenge,  refolved  to  be  be¬ 
fore  hand  with  him,  by  murdering  him  at  a  feait 
which  he  feigned  to  prepare  for  his  entertainment  ; 
but  his  intention,  by  fome  means  getting  wind, 
reached  Almagro’s  ears,  who  pretending  himfelf 
fick,  llaid  at  home ;  when  Garcia  fearing  to  lofe 
fo  good  an  opportunity,  went  to  him  to  endeavour 
to  perfuade  him  to  come  to  it :  at  laft  Almagro,  as 
if  overcome  by  his  perfuafions,  called  for  his  cloke 
to  go  out ;  a  concerted  fignal  for  notice  had  been 
given  of  Garcia’s  approach,  and  this  was  prepared 
for  his  reception  ;  at  which  fix  men  rufhing  in  at 
once,  feized  and  ftabbed  him  in  feveral  places, 
while  Almagro  with  his  drawn  fword  ran  him  thro* 
the  body ;  after  which  he  made  Balfa  his  general, 
and  then  refolved  to  march  again!!  the  new  gover¬ 
nor. 

Vaca  de  Cafiro  encamped  at  Guamanga,  about 
fifty  leagues  fouth-welf  of  Cuzco,  where,  willing 
to  fpare  the  effufion  of  Chriftian  blood,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  perfuade  Almagro  to  lay  down  his  arms, 
but  the  latter  infilled  upon  enjoying  his  father’s 
government  unmolefled,  till  the  decifion  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Ihould  difpofe  of  it,  before  whom  his  claim 
to  it  was  at  that  time  laid  by  Alvarado,  and  op- 
pofed  by  Ferdinand  Pizarro. 

But  whilll  thefe  melfages  paired  betwixt  them, 
Almagro  found  that  Vaco  was  under-hand  endea¬ 
vouring  to  feduce  his  people  ;  for  a  Spaniard  was 
difcovered  in  his  camp,  difguifed  like  an  Indian, 
with  letters  to  Pedro  di  Candia,  Almagro’s  engi¬ 
neer,  perfuading  him,  by  very  advantageous  offers, 
to  render  the  artillery  ufelefs,  in  cafe  the  two  ar¬ 
mies  Ihould  engage.  This  perfidy  fo  incenfed  the 

M  2  young 
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young  general,  that  he  ordered  the  fpy  to  be  in- 
dandy  hanged  up  ;  and,  tho’  he  feemed  inclined  to 
terms  of  accommodation  before,  he  would  nowliften 
to  none,  except  De  Caflro  confented  to  banifh 
Holguin,  Alvarado,  De  la  Vaga,  and  many  other 
veterans,  in  whom  the  chief  ftrength  of  his  army 
confifled. 

Neither  fide,  after  this  period,  entertained  the  lead 
hopes  of  agreement,  but  both  marched  forward  to 
engage  in  the  valley  of  Chupas. 

De  Caftro’s  army  confided  of  feven  hundred 
Spaniards  and  many  Indians ;  Almagro’s  of  only 
five  hundred  Spaniards;  but  then  the  latter  had 
the  advantage  of  a  rifmg-ground,  on  which  his  ar¬ 
tillery  being  potted,  commanded  the  whole  plain  : 
in  order  to  avoid  the  effects  of  this  difpofidon, 
Carvajal,  De  Caftro’s  ferjeant-major,  found  a  way 
of  approaching  the  enemy  fomething  nearer,  under 
cover  of  a  little  hill ;  but,  when  that  fhelter  failed 
them,  they  were  laid  quite  open  to  the  fire  of  the 
artillery,  whofe  balls  flew  over  their  heads,  doing 
no  manner  of  execution  :  which  Almagro  obferv- 
ing,  he  advanced  to  Pedro  de  Candia,  with  fury  in 
his  eyes,  and  calling  him  traitor,  ftruck  him  thro’ 
with  his  fpear ;  and  inftantly  alighting,  threw  him- 
felf  upon  one  of  the  cannon,  bringing  it  with  the 
weight  of  his  body  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  then 
ordered  it  to  be  fired ;  it  fwept  down  feven  teen 
Spaniards,  and  was  the  firff  piece  that  did  any  exe¬ 
cution. 

But  the  heat  of  youth,  and  want  of  confidera- 
tion,  led  him  into  a  blunder  that  completed  his 
overthrow,  at  a  time  when  he  feemed  to  bid  faired: 
for  fuccefs  ;  for,  as  De  Cadro  approached  them, 
fome  of  Almagro’s  people  rafhly  prefled  him  to 
lead  them  forward  to  meet  him,  which  requeff  he 
confenting  to,  got  between  the  enemy  and  his  own 
artillery,  by  that  means  rendering  it  unferviceable. 

This 
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This  irretrieveable  miftake  being  obferved  by 
his  ferjeant -major  Suarez,  he  told  Almagro,  “  That 
“  had  he  kept  his  poll,  as  he  advifed  him,  De  Caf- 
“  tro  muff  have  been  inevitably  ruined;  but  now, 
“  faid  he,  it  is  plain  you  have  thrown  away  the 
“  advantage  fortune  had  given  you,  and  I  don’t 
“  chufe  to  fhare  in  a  defeat  arifing  from  your 
“  mifconduff  with  which  words  he  rode  off  to 
De  Caffro’s  army,  not  without  feveral  followers. 

Holguin  was  killed  at  the;  beginning  of  the  light 
with  a  mufket-ball ;  and  Alonzo  de  Alvarado  would 
have  been  certainly  born  down  by  Almagro,  if  De 
Calfro,  who  had,  by  advice  of  his  molt  experien¬ 
ced  officers,  kept  aloof  with  a  body  of  thirty  men, 
to  march  down,  in  cafe  of  an  exigency,  had  not  re¬ 
lieved  him :  on  this  occafion  he  fhewed  he  had  a 
good  genius  for  military  as  well  as  civil  affairs ;  for 
never  was  fuccour  more  properly  timed  ;  it  gave 
new  vigour  to  his  troops,  who  fought  with  redoub¬ 
led  valour,  and  foon  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field. 

Almagro,  who  had  behaved  with  great  courage 
and  refolution,  finding  his  army  entirely  fcattered, 
wandered  away  with  only  fix  horfemen,  and  took 
the  road  to  Cuzco,  where  the  very  magiflrates, 
whom  he  himfelf  had  invefied  with  power,  as 
foon  as  they  heard  of  his  difcomfiture,  feized  and 
imprifoned  his  perfon. 

The  battle  of  Chupas  was  fought  on  the  16th 
day  of  September,  1 542  ;  five  hundred  Spaniards  fell 
therein  on  both  ficles;  the  partizans  of  Almagro 
were  entirely  routed,  and  the  chiefs  of  them  taken 
prifoners.  De  Caftro  was  not  backward  either  in 
p  railing  or  rewarding  the  intrepid  behaviour  of  his 
troops ;  he  was  careful  of  the  wounded,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  dead  to  decently  interred. 

He  afterwards  went  to  Cuzco,  where  a  tribunal 
was  eredted  for  the  trial  of  Almagro,  who  was  tried, 
condemned,,  and  executed  for  higfi-treafon  in  the 
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beginning  of  1543,.  and  then  interred  in  the  fame 
grave  with  his  father,  in  much  the  fame  private 
manner. 

Nor  was  his  head  alone  thought  fufficlent  atone¬ 
ment  for  his  crimes ;  for  moft  of  his  chief  coun- 
fellors,  but  particularly  thofe  who  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  aftaftination  of  the  marquis  Pizarro, 
were  formally  tried  and  put  to  death,  without  fa¬ 
vour  or  affeftion.  By  fuch  proceedings,  De  Caftro 
not  only  extinguifhed  the  rebellion,  but  eradicated 
the  very  feeds  of  it,  while  his  upright  intention  and 
difmterefted  juftice  was  univerfally  acknowledged. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Dr  C afire? s  wife  proceedings  after  the  rebellion  ;  he  is 
fuperfeded  by  Blajco  Nunez ,  who  bears  the  title  cf 
viceroy ,  andy  a  Sling  very  injudicioufiy ,  is  oppofed  by 
Gonfalo  Pizarro ,  whofe  authority  has  the  fan  Si  ion 
cf  the  judges  ;  the  viceroy  irnprifoned ,  but  ef capes 
and  fiff'ers  great  hardjhips ,  and  is  at  length  killed 
in  battle  >  the  arrival  of  Pedro  de  la  Gafica  with 
the  commiffion  of  prefident  and  very  great  authority  y 
makes  offers  to  Pizarro ,  in  vain  ;  Pizarro  lofes 
ground  every  where  y  however  he  fights  withy  and 
conquers  Centeno. 

DE  Caftro,  having  thus-  put  an  abfolute  end 
_  to  the  commotions  that  had  fo  long  difturb— 
ed  Peru,  now  applied  himfelf  to  the*  arts  of  peace. 

He  eftablifhed  courts  of  juft  ice,  wherein  right 
was  impartially  proteffed  •  he  ftrengthened  the  old, 
and  encouraged  the  fettlements  of  new  colonies  : 
he  forwarded  difeoveries  as  much  as  in  his 'power, 
and  by  fo  doing,  rid  himfelf  of  many  clamorous 
and  impertinent  people. 


The 
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The  mines  were  worked,  during  his  government, 
with  great  profit  to  the  proprietors  ;  and  in  all  the 
great  towns  he  erefled  public  fchools  and  colleges; 
at  the  fame  time  appointing  many  learned  men, 
converfant  in  the  Indian  language,  to  preach  Ckrif- 
tianity  to  the  people,  and  was  himfelf  the  converter 
of  Paullu,  the  inca’s  brother,  of  whom  we  have 
often  fpoken  heretofore,  who  was  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Chriflopher ;  he  was  a  man  of  excellent 
fenfe,  and  true  to  the  Spanifh  interefl,  upon  the 
niceft  principles  of  honour. 

De  Caflro  alfo  divided  the  lands  into  ecelefi-aftir 
cal  jurifdiflions,  appointing  bifhops  and  fubordi- 
na-te  miniflers,  for  which  he  was  veiled  both  with 
the  papal  and  imperial  authority.  In  Ihort,  had 
the  government  continued  in  his  hands,  Peru 
had,  in  a  very  little  time,  been  one  of  the  befl  re¬ 
gulated  kingdoms  in  the  world,  and  more  profi¬ 
table  to-  the  Spanifh  crown  than  ail  its  other  do¬ 
minions  ;  but  the  cabals  of  the  mini  dry,  which 
could  draw  no  advantage  from  a  man  whofe  con- 
duff  Handing  not  in  need  of  defence,  neither 
courted  nor  bribed,  difperfed  the  Halcyon  calm  ; 
firlf  by  appointing  certain  judges,  with  very 
large  authority,  to  take  cognizance  in  public  mat¬ 
ters,  who  oppofed  the  governor  often,  for  oppofi- 
tion’s  fake ;  and  afterwards  by  fending  over 
Blafco  Nunez,  with  the  title  of  vice-roy,  to  fuper- 
fede  him,  and  enforce  laws  that  were  abfolutely 
detrimental  to  the  advantage  and  peace  of  the 
kingdom. 

This  new  officer  arrived  at  Lima,  in  the  year  1 544, 
and  although  the  inhabitants  unanimoufly  offered 
to  fupport  De  Caflro  in  his  adminiflration,  and  to 
petition  the  emperor  for  his  continuance,  he  would 
by  no  means  avail  himfelf  of  their  friendfhip ; 
but  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  Nunez,  who, 
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jealous  of  his  great  influence  among  the  people, 
foon  after  made  fome  pretence  of  putting  him  un¬ 
der  an  arreft,  and  proceeded  otherwife  in  a  man¬ 
ner  io  arbitrary  and  difagreeable,  as  to  entail  upon 
himfelf  many  enemies ;  who  encouraged  Gonzalo 
Pizarro  to  raife  troops  againft  him,  promifing  to 
fupport  him  in  the  office  of  procurator-general, 
with  a  power  to  lift  men  in  defence  of  his  perfon  : 
the  judges,  whom  we  have  juft  now  mentioned, 
acknowledging  his  title  in  opposition  to  Nunez, 
and  ordering  matters  fo  as  that  he  was  received  as 
governor  of  Peru  in  the  city  of  Cuzco. 

Herrera  and  De  la  Vega  give  very  different  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  adminiftration  of  Nunez,  but  we 
jfhall  rather  chufe  to  adhere  to  the  relations  of  the 
latter,  as  he  feems  to  fpeak  very  cooly  every  where, 
and  Ihews  no  rancor  againft  any  party,  neither 
does  he  pretend  to  vindicate  any  ill  a<ftion  on  either 
fide  ;  on  the  contrary,  Herera,  tho’  the  whole, 
plainly  manifefts  a  fixed  enmity  to  Pizarro’s  fa¬ 
mily  ;  and  what  would  induce  us  to  credit  La 
Vega  ftill  more,  is,  that  he  lived  on  the  fpot  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  things  happened,  concerning 
which  he  writes. 

So  arbitrary  and  overbearing  was  the  deport¬ 
ment  of  Nunez,  that  his  forces  every  day  fell  off 
to  Pizarro  ;  and  being  a  man  of  a  warm  temper,  he 
ordered  Suarez,  who  was  one  of  his  beft  friends,  to 
be  affaffinated  in  his  prefence,  becaufe  he  fufpedfed 
him  of  a  defign  to  defert ;  tho’  he  heartily  repent¬ 
ed  of  this  rafhnefs  in  a  little  time,  being  fully  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  fidelity. 

Soon  after  this,  the  judges  were  obliged  to  take  him 
into  cuftody,  and  order  him  to  be  fent  under  a  guard 
on  board  a  ftiip,  and  in  fo  doing  they  certainly  affed 
judicioufly,  as  this  was  the  only  way  to  preferve  his 
life  from  the  infults  of  the  angry  populace,  and  the  re¬ 
venge  of  Benito  de  Carvajal,  brother  to  Suarez,  who 

had 
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had  ferved  under  Gonzalo:  Nunez  was  indeed  fome- 
time  after  fet  at  liberty,  and  carried,  at  his  own 
defire,  to  Truxillo,  by  Alvares,  one  of  the  judges 
who  had  been  entrufted  by  his  brethren  to  carry 
him  to  Spain,  and  lay  his  proceedings  before  the 
emperor.  In  the  mean  time  Gonfalo,  partly  by 
fair  and  partly  by  foul  means,  got  himfelf  general¬ 
ly  acknowledged  as  governor  of  Peru :  but  left  the 
adminiflration  of  civil  affairs,  very  wifely  to  the 
judges,  applying  himfelf  entirely  to  the  care  of  re¬ 
gulating  his  army. 

Having  fettled  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no 
body  feemed  either  willing  or  able  to  difpute  his 
authority,  he  refolved  on  fending  two  of  his  par- 
tizans  to  Spain  in  the  fame  fliip  with  Vaco  de 
Caffro,  to  defend  his  proceedings  ;  but  De  Gaftro 
fearing  fome  ill  ufage  from  them,  prevailed  on  the 
crew  to  quit  the  harbour  and  fleer  for  Panama, 
before  Pizarro’s  difpatches  were  ready. 

This  retreat  incenfed  Pizarro  extremely:  he  ac- 
cufedfeveral  people  who  had  been  very  ferviceable  to 
him,  of  conniving  at  E‘e  Caftro’s  efcape;  and  not 
only  arbitrarily  imprifoned,  but  cruelly  put  many  of 
them  to  death  ;  and  tho’  he  fhifted  the  blame  as 
much  as  he  could  upon  Carvajal,  yet,  as  he  did 
not  punilh  him  in  the  leaf!,  this  was  looked  on  as 
a  pretence. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  viceroy  and  judge  Alva¬ 
rez  arrived  at  Tumbaz,  where  he  publifhed  a  mi- 
nifefto,  with  an  account  of  Pizarro’s  rebellion,  re- 
quelling  the  affiflance  of  all  loyal  fubjeGs  againlff 
him ;  and,  in  reality,  difplaying  in  thefe  circum- 
ffances,  much  greater  abilities  than  it  was  poffible 
to  have  fufpeefed  ,  him  mailer  of  in  profperity  ; 
but  the  ill  character  he  had  before  acquired, 
frighted  even  Pizarro’s  enemies  from  joiniiig 
him ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  on  the  new 
governor’s  approach,  who  purfued  and  hunted' 

M  5  him". 


25o  THE  CONQUEST  OF  PEEU. 

him  over  the  rugged  mountains  of  Quito,  where 
he  often  experienced  very  great  diftrefs,  being  re¬ 
duced  to  the  necedity  of  feeding  on  horfe-flefh,  or 
fuch  wild  herbs  and  vegetables  as  the  inhofpitable 
foil  afforded. 

Nunez  having  evaded  him  thus  for  more  than  a 
year,  during  which  time  great  cruelties  were 
committed  on  each  fide,  was  at  length  betray’d 
into  an  engagement  near  Quito,  on  the  19th  of 
January  1546,  in  which  his  party  was  totally 
routed,  and  himfelf,  gallantly  fighting,  knocked 
down,  his  head  being,  by  the  revengeful  Suarez’s 
order,  ffruck  off  and  fet  upon  a  pole  ;  an  indignity 
which  Pizarro  refented  extremely,  ordering  it  to 
be  taken  down,  as  foon  as  ever  he  was  informed 
of  it,  to  be  honourably  interred  with  the  body. 

The  accounts  of  thefe  dangerous  divifions  gave 
great  imeaflnefs  to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  indu¬ 
ced  the  emperor  to  fend  over  Pedro  de  la  Gafca, 
with  the  title  of  prefident  of  the  royal  court  of 
Peru,  and  power  equal  to  that  of  a  fovereign  prince  ; 
his  indriudions  impowered  him  to  make  or  to  re¬ 
peal  laws,  to  pardon  or  punifh  treafon,  as  he 
fhould  judge  bed:  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  fer- 
vice  of  his  prince.  In  fhort,  he  was  permitted  to 
exercife  the  fame  authority  with  refpeft  to  perfons 
and  things  as  if  he  was  the  king  in  perfon. 

Pedrq  de  la  Gafca  was  a  pried,  and  a  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  inquifition,  but  a  man  of  drift  refolu- 
tion,  unfhaken  honedy,  and  unalterable  courage, 
mild,  affable,  penetrating,  and  fagacious ;  befides, 
he  afted  entirely  upon  difmtereded  principles. 
Elis  commiffion  was  dated  af^lenna,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  1546,  ana  he  arrived  at  Pa¬ 
nama  about  the  middle  of  July,  in  the  fame  year, 
where  he  was  received  with  great  refpeft,  his 
agreeable*  and  judicious  deportment  procuring  him 
many  friends  j  and  adding  feme  confiderable  per- 
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fons  to  the  royal  party,  among  Whom  was  Hino- 
joca,  who  commanded  the  fleet  as  admiral  under 
Pizarro ;  but  his  revolt  was,,  by  agreement,  to  be 
kept  a  profound  fecret,  till  luch  time  as  it  was 
known  in  what  manner  Pizarro  would  behave  to 
the  meffenger,  whom  Galea  lent  to  him  with  one 
letter  from  the  emperor,  and  another  from  him- 
felf. 

Thefe  letters  were  carried  by  a  perfon  named 
Paniagua,  whom  Pizarro  received  very  refpedffuliy  ; 
fubmitting  to  an  aflembly  of  his  principal  officers 
his  inftru&ions,  wherein,  was  offered  a  general 
amneffy  to  all  who  would  aeknowlege  the  pre- 
fldent’s  authority,  and  a  proper  proviiion  pro- 
mifed  to  be  made  for  Pizarro  and  his  family,  in 
confideration  of  their  fervices,  without  any  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  rebellion.  Carvajal  declared 
very  warmly  for  accepting  thefe  terms,  and  was 
joined  by  moderate  people  ;  but  feveral  perfons  who 
were  of  a  flirring,  uneafy  difpofltion,  prevailed  with 
Pizarro  to  anfwer,  by  fending  a  fhort  defence  of 
his  condudf,  and  requiring  to  be  confirmed  in  the 
government  of  Peru ;  to  which,  as  heir  to  his 
brother,  who  had  conquered  the  country,  as  well 
as  by  precedent,  in  all  cafes  of  the  like  nature,  he 
had  an  undoubted  right. 

Panigua  had  fecret  orders  to  grant  this  requeft 
to  Pizarro,  in  cafe  he  found  his  party  very  ffrong ; 
but  having  been  privately  viflted  by  mod  of  his 
principal  people,  who  aflured  him  that  they  would 
all  join  the  royal  ffandard,  as  foon  as  ever  the  prefn 
dent  arrived  in  Peru,  Paniagua  fuppreffed  thefe  or¬ 
ders,  feeing  he  might  fucceed  without  declaring 
them,  tho’  De  la  Vega  informs  us,  he  often  after¬ 
wards  repented  that  he  had  a<fted  in  this  manner  ; 
and  not  without  reafon,  as  a  great  many  lives  might 
hive  been  preferred* 
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About  this  time,  the  news  of  the  defection  cf 
'  Hinojofa,  and  feveral  other  perfons  in  whom  he 
had  repofed  great  confidence,  reached  Pizarro’s 
■  ears  ;  but  what  gave  him  mod  uneafinefs  was, .  the 
defertion  of  two  of  his  people,  whom  he  had  fent 
with  a  defence  of  his  conduct  into  Spain. 

The  city  of  Cuzco  was  foon  after  furprized  by 
the  following  dratagem.  Centeno,  an  officer  who 
had  fought  very  bravely  under  the  viceroy  Nunez, 
after  whofe  defeat  he  took  refuge  in  the  mountains, 
once  more  made  his  appearance,  declaring  himfelf 
firmly  attached  to  the  emperor ;  and  was  joined 
•by  about  eighty  horfemen,  with  whom  he  deter- 
-  mined  to  furprize  that  city,  it  being  garrifoned  by 
three  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  De 
Robles,  a  man  faithful  to  the  intered  of  Pizarro. 

For  this  purpofe,  as  foon  as  night  fell,  they  or¬ 
dered  fome  Indians  to  drive  their  mules  and  other 
beads  of  burthen  with  a  great  noife,  and  matches 
lighted  at  the  pummel  of  each  faddle,  up  a  cer¬ 
tain  dreet ;  which  alarmed  the  garrifon,  and  the 
foldiers  marched  out  to  that  quarter,  where¬ 
in  was  the  confudon ;  while  Centeno  and  his 
people  entered  the  town  on  the  contrary  fide,  at¬ 
tacked  them  in  the  rear,  and  put  them  in  fuch 
diforder,  that  they  immediately  ded,  leaving  him 
.  in  podeffion  of  it,  and  many  of  them,  who  owed 
no  good  will  either  to  Pizarro  or  De  Robles,  return¬ 
ing  to  join  him,  on  finding  out  what  was  the  true 
date  of  the  cafe,  De  Robles  himfelf  was  made  prifo- 
ner,  being  difcovered  to  have  taken  refuge  in  a 
convent,  and  behaved  fo  infolently  to  Centeno, 

■  that  he  ordered  him  to  be  beheaded. 

The  preddent  was,  by  this  time,  arrived  in  the 
province  of  Quito,  publiffiing  every  where  a  ge¬ 
neral  amnedy,  and  a  repeal  of  the  laws  that  had 
been  fo  irkfome  to  the  people ;  fome  of  .them 
having  exempted,  nay  forbid,  under  fevere  pe- 

'■nalties. 
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nalties,  the  Indians  from  working  in  the  mines  orfifh- 
ing  for  pearl ;  thus,  by  a  miftaken  clemency,  prevent¬ 
ing  the  getting  that  treafure  which  made  Peru  fo  va- 
.  luable  an  acquifition  ;  alfo  commanding  that  no  In¬ 
dian  fervant  fhould  be  kept  on  any  account  what¬ 
ever  by  any  of  the  king’s  officers,  and  many  of 
thefe  poor  people  who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
tender  humane  matters,  lamented  at  being  obliged 
to  leave  them,  as  if  they  had  been  torn  from  a  pa¬ 
rent’s  arms  ;  others  of  thefe  laws  appointing  that 
the  ettates  of  all  perfons  ffiould,  on  their  death,  fall 
to  the  crown,  at  whofe  option  it  was  to  appoint  a 
certain  maintenance  for  their  wives  and  children. 
There  were  feveral  others,  to  the  amount  of  forty 
■four,  equally  impolitic,  unwife,  and  deftruftive  to 
.  the  intereft  of  the  country. 

Centeno’s  army  was  now  encreafed  by  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  Arequipa,  La  Plata,  and  other  places, 
to  above  a  thoufand  men ;  and  the  prelident  was 
daily  growing  ttronger,  fo  that  he  refolved  to 
march  towards  Lima,  which  city  had  declared  in 
his  favour  a  day  or  two  after  Pizarro  had  left  it, 
who,  bent  his  courfe  towards  Arequipa ;  but  find¬ 
ing  things  go  every  where  againtt  him,  and  not 
being  much  above  four  hundred  ftrong,  when 
joined  by  Acotta  with  fifty  horfe,  he  turned  off 
to  the  fouthward,  intending  to  have  ettabliffied  a 
colony  on  the  eatt  fide  of  the  mountains  of  Po- 
tofi,  the  ttlver  mines  of  which  had  been  juft  then 
difcovered  ;  and  in  cafe  of  meeting  with  interruption 
there,  his  defign  was  to  have  retreated  farther  fouth, 
and  made  a  fettlement  in  Chili. 

But  Centeno  lying  in  the  way,  Pizarro  having 
tried  by  fair  means,  to  engage  him  on  his  fide  to  no 
purpofe,  determined  to  force  a  paftage  thro’  his 
camp  ;  on  which  Acotta  made  an  attack  the  night 
before  the  battle,  in  hopes  to  have  furprized  Cen¬ 
teno  ; 
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teno;  but  he  was .  difcovered,  and  retired  without 
any  lofs. 

Centeno’s  force  confiding  of  between  one  thou- 
fand  and  twelve  hundred  men,  and  Pizarro’s  of  not 
quite  five  hundred,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1547, 
both  armies  drew  up  in  fight  of  each  other  :  but  the 
courage  and  conduct  of  Carvajal  flood  in  the  place 
of  numbers  ;  he  gave  orders  that  his  people  fhould 
not  move  from  the  poft  in  which  he  had  fixed  them, 
but  referve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  were  clofe 
upon  them  ;  he  alfo  armed  every  man  with  two 
mufkets,  for  many  who  had  defected  had  left 
their  arms  behind  them;  and  his  orders  were  fo 
well  obeyed,  that  Centeno  was  entirely  routed, 
tho’  Pizarro’s  cavalry  had  at  firli  been  clofeiy 
puttied,  and  he  himfelf  forced  to  take  fhelter  with 
his  infantry. 

Centeno,  who  was  carried  to  the  field  in  a  lit¬ 
ter,  was  by  the  defeat  entirely  cured  of  his  mala¬ 
dy,  and  mounting  a  horfe,  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  his  people  to  rally,  but  in  vain ;  that  rafh 
fpirit  that  had  fpurred  them  on  to  battle,  without 
waiting  the  command  of  the  general,  or  keeping 
their  ranks,  was  fo  totally  changed  into  fear  and 
confufion,  that  they  paid  no  attention  to  his  re- 
monffcrances,  and  he  was  obliged  to  march,  by 
the  privatefl  roads  poifible,  almofl  in  defpair,  to- 
Lima. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Gonfalo  enters  Cuzco  j  the  prefident  is  vifited  hy 
ffaldivia  and  many  other  officers ;  Pizarro  ruins 
himfelf  by  rej effing  CarvajaFs  advice ,  and  is 
abandoned  by  all  his  people ,  on  the  meeting  of  both 
armies ;  furrenders  himfelf  and  behaves  zvith 
great  fpirit  before  the  prefident ;  he  is  condemned 
for  rebelling  againf  the  emperor ,  and  beheaded ; 
many  of  his  officers  are  put  to  death  ;  the  prefident 
perplexed  about  the  divifion  of  the  lands ,  retires  to 
Spain. 

Plzarro’s  troops,  considerably  reinforced  by 
this  viUoty,  having  been  joined  by  numbers 
of  the  vanquished,  marched  to  take  poffeffion  of 
Cuzco,  whence  detached  parties  were  fent  out  to 
fcour  the  country,  the  commanders  of  which  were 
guilty  of  many  barbarities. 

However,  this  defeat  did  not  much  affedl  the 
prefidentV  army,  which  encreafed  daily,  Centeno 
having  made  a  Shift  to  come  up  with  him,  and  he 
alfo  being  joined  by  Belalcazar  and  many  other 
good  officers,  together  with  Pedro  de  Valdivia, 
with  about  twelve  horfe. 

This  laft-mentioned  gentleman  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  Chili ;  but  finding  his  force 
much  too  Small  to  maintain  him  in  his  poSS,  had 
taken  Shipping  at  St.  Jago  for  Lima,  with  a  consi¬ 
derable  quantity  of  treafure,  which  he  intended 
to  have  difpofed  of,  in  raifing  recruits :  but, 
finding  how  things  were  Situated  on  his  arrival  at 
Lima,  he  joined  the  prefident  directly,  who  re¬ 
ceived  this  valuable  Second  in  the  moSt  refpeftful 
manner.  His  coming  was  undoubtedly  a  conside¬ 
rable  advantage,  for  there  was  not  a  better  Soldier 
at  that  time  in  America  ;  and  fuch  intrepidity  and 

forefight 
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forefight  as  he  poffeffed,  were  only  fit  to  matclir 
with  Carvajal. 

Thus  reinforced  Gafca  found  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  fifteen  hundred  men,  wherewith  he  refolved  to 
march  in  fearch  of  Pizarro,  who,  flufhed  with  fuc- 
cefs,  was.  determined  to  meet  him. 

This  refolution  was  quite  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
the  experienced  Carvajal,  who  allured  him  that  fuch 
a  ttep  would  be  their  entire  ruin ;  he  wifely  ab¬ 
le  rving  that  the  prefident’s  army  was  much  fupe- 
rior  to  his ;  that  he  was  certain  too  of  his  men’s 
fidelity,  whereas,.  Pizarro  might  be  certain  that 
three  hundred  men  who  had  defer  ted  from  Cen¬ 
teno,  after  the  laid  engagement,  would,  on  the 
leaf!' appearance  of  advantage,  return  to  their  old 
matter  ;  he  alfo  made  it  evident,  that  the  moft  ju¬ 
dicious  ttep  he  could  take,  would  be  to  harrafs  the 
prefident’s  army,  by  retiring  before  him  to  the 
fouthward,  and  diftreffmg  him  by  carrying  off  all 
the  provisions  in  every  place  as  he  went ;  fo  that  in 
following  him,  he  mutt  be  certain  to  encounter 
many  difficulties:  and  he.  promifed  to  Shew  him  a 
place  out  of  which  it  would  be  impofflble  to  force 
him,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  could  awe  the  whole 
country,  and  ttarve  his  antagonitt. 

But  Pizarro,  who  had  fome-ill  grounded  diffi¬ 
dence  of  Carvajal,  as  if  bent  upon  his  own  ruin, 
was  deaf  to  all  his  arguments  ;  tho’  the  latter  of¬ 
fered,  with  two  hundred  foot  and  fifty  horfe,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  patting  the  river  at  Apuri- 
mac,  nay  undertook  abfolutely  to  rout  them.  His 
offer  was  flighted,  and  the  command  conferred 
upon  Acofta,  who,  neither  having  fufficient  fore- 
fight  nor  diligence,  allowed  the  enemy  to  feize 
upon  the  pafs,  without  any  rettftance.  v 

On  the  top  of  a  hill  near  Apurimac,  was  a  fpring 
of  frefh  water,  the  only  one  within  many  miles  ; 
near  which  it  was  Carvajal’s  fcheme  to  have  lain  in 

anibrfli. 
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ambufh,  and  when  the  foldiers  were  running,  with- 
out  order,  to  drink,  after  eroding  the  river,  which 
would  certainly  be  the  cafe,  as  there  could  be  no 
fufpicion  of  an  enemy,  then  it  was  his  defrgn  to 
have  fallen  fuddenly  upon,  and  drove  them  down 
to  the  river  again,  when  their  confufion  and  dif- 

O  7 

order  would  have  completed  their  rout. 

Had  Pizarro  complied  with  any  of  thefe  direcli- 
ons,  he  had  retrieved  his  own  affairs,  and  deflroy- 
ed  all  Gafca’s  defigns  :  but  they  were  given  in  vain ; 
every  opportunity  of  firaitning  the  prefident  was 
loff,  and  on  the  oth  of  April,  1548,  both  armies 
were  drawn  up  in  battle-array,  in  fight  of  each 
other,  and  Carvajal  obferving  the  order  of  the 
prefi dent’s  forces,  was  heard  to  fay,  Valdivia 
mud  certainly  be  with  Gafca,  for  no  man  in 
Peru  could  difpofe  of  that  army  to  fuch  advan¬ 
tage  but  he. 

The  viffory  was  not  long  in  difpute,  Pizarro’s 
people  going  over  in  bodies  to  the  enemy  ;  Garce- 
laffo  de  la  Vega,  father  to  the  hiflorian,  was  the 
firfl  who  fhewed  them  the  way  ;  the  whole  right 
wing  followed  him,  and  feveral  fquadrons  of 
horfe  went  after,  while  Carvajal,  who,  difguffed 
at  Pizarro’s  perverfenefs,  had  refufed  all  command, 
and  adted  only  as  a  private  man,  began  to'  ling 
aloud  fome  part  of  an  old  ballad,  not  ill  adapted 
to  the  prefent  circumflances. 

The  remainder  of  his  men,  feeing  themfelves 
thus  abandoned,  flung  down  their  arms  and  fled  ; 
fo  that  Pizarro  was,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  left  with 
only  a  few  officers,  and  turning  to  Acofla  faid, calmly, 
“  Well,  brother  John,  what  are  we  to  do  ?”  “  Why, 
“  die  like  Romans,”  anfwered  he.  “  No,”  replied. 
Pizarro,  “  let  us  rather  fall  like  Chriflians.” 

Having  faid  thus,  they  moved  on  towards  Gaf¬ 
ca’s  army,  where  Pizarro  furrendered  himfelf  to 
Pedro  de  Villa vincentio,  who  thanked  him  for  the 

honour 
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honour  he  had  confered  on  him  by  fo  doing,  and 
with  great  politenefs,  refufed  to  take  his  fword  and 
dagger  from  him,  which  he  offered,  having  no  other 
arms  ;  Centeno  met  him  as  he  was  going  to  appear 
before  the  prefident,  and  expreffed  great  feeling  at 
his  circumftances  ;  to  which  he  chearfully  an- 
fwered,  u  This  day  Centeno  has  completed  my 

fall ;  to-morrow  perhaps  you  yourfelves  will 
u  have  reafon  to  lament  it.” 

He  behaved  before  Gafca,  who  accufed  him  of 
rebelling  again!!  the  emperor,  and  murdering  Nu¬ 
nez,  with  great  firmneis  ;  he  faid  he  had  not 
adumed  the  government  till  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  power  of  the  judges,  though  it  was  his,  in 
right  of  the  commiffion  granted  by  the  emperor 
to  his  brother  and  his  heirs  ;  that  Nunez  had  been 
killed  in  battle,  and  he  had  been  forced  to  oppofe 
him  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public  f  eace. 

And  in  reply  to  the  prefident’s  accufmg  him  of 
ingratitude  to  die  emperor  who  had  'raffed  him 
from  nothing,  he  anfwered,  that  no  body  could 
deny  his  being  a  man  of  family,  the  eonfimuents 
of  which  owed  their  elevation  entirely  to  their 
own  bravery ;  and  had  they  erred  in  their  con- 
duff,  which  he  denied,  yet  he  imagined  the 
fervices  they  had  done  the  crown,  fhould  have 
pleaded  in  their  behalf  •  he  concluded  with 
bidding  the  governor  look  round  him  :  then,  fays 
he,  “  you  will  recoiled!  that  this  whole  coun- 
4(  try  was  annexed  to  the  Spanifh  throne  by  the 
“  valour  of  my  brother  :  I  too  contributed,  and 
“  do  I,  who  have  been  an  affiflant,  and  am  the 
“  only  reprefentative  of  that  brother,  afk  any 
<£  thing  unreafonable,  when  I  infill  upon  being 
“  made  its  governor ;  I  dare  not  tax  the  emperor 
££  with  injuffice,  but  I  cannot  help  faying,  if  he  faw 
my  fituation,  if  he  was  allowed  to  do  it  with 

“  impartial 
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u  impartial  eyes,  inftead  of  configning  me  to 
u  bondage,  and  branding  me  with  the  name  of 
4  4  rebel,  he  would  give  me  a  If  ill  larger  reward 
“  than  that  for  which  I  have  been  forced  to  con- 
**  tend.” 

This  bold  defence  of  himfelf  was  not  pleafing 
to  Gafca,  who  ordered  him  back  into  the  cuftody 
of  Centeno,  by  whom  he  was  treated  with  the 
fame  refpedf  as  if  he  had  been  maifer  of  the  great- 
eft  power. 

Carvajal  endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape  from 
the  field,  was  taken  by  fome  people  who  faw  him 
fall  from  his  horfe,  endeavouring  to  crofs  a  brook  ; 
and  had  not  Valdivia  and  Centeno  timely  come  up, 
the  latter  of  whom  took  him  under  his  care,  he 
had  been  in  danger  of  being  very  ill  ufed. 

The  prefident  foon  after  held  a  council  of  war 
upon  his  fituation,  in  which,  after  much  debate,. 
Alonzo  de  Alvarado  and  Chianca  were  appointed 
to  fit  as  judges  upon  Pizarro  and  his  followers,  it 
being  thought  the  moft  judicious  courfe  to  deter¬ 
mine  their  fate  as  fpeedily  as  poftible  ;•  left  any 
change  in  their  favour  fhould  throw  matters  out 
of  their  prefen t  channel. 

Accordingly  Pizarro,  old  Carvajal,  Acafto,  and 
Guevara,  were  tried,  convidfed,  and  condemned 
to  be  hanged  ;  a  fentence  which  was  executed'  in- 
ftantaneoufl'y  upon  them  all,  except  Pizarro,  whole 
fentence  was  changed  to  decollation,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  noble  title  of  his  brother ;  in  purfu- 
ance,  to  which  on  the  following  day  he  loft  his 
head  upon  a  block,  in  the  forty-fecond  year  of  his 
age. 

Thus  fell  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  a  man  who  certainly 
merited  a  better  fate  ;  and  I  mu  ft  declare  it  my 
opinion,  that  he  richly  deferved  the  poft,  in  ftryg- 
gling  for  which,  he  loft  his  life  ;  as  well  from  his 
family-pretenfions  as  his  own  private  virtues  and 

✓  his 
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his  very  great  abilities.  The  houfes  of  Pizarro 
both  at  Cuzco  and  Lima  were  razed  to  the  ground, 
and  the  fpots  on  which  they  Rood  fown  with 
fait;  a  marble  pillar  was  alio  erefled,  on  which 
his  crimes  were  infcribed,  and  his  head,  together 
with  that  of  Carvajal,  was  fet  up  in  the  market- 
place  of  Lima  :  and  feveral  of  his  officers  and  adhe¬ 
rents  were  publicly  executed  in  many  other  places  ; 
after  which  facrifices,  the  prefident  having  pro¬ 
claimed  a  general  pardon,  retired  to  Cuzco,  where 
he  relied  for  fome  time,  amidll  the  rejoicings  of 
his  followers.  But  even  now,  when  he  thought, 
by  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebels,  all  his  troubles 
were  at  an  end,  he  found  them  only  beginning;  for 
when  he  came  to  diflribute  the  lands,  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  as  fatisfying  the  demands  of  the. 
people  in  general,  even  the  meanell  foldier  ex¬ 
pelling  to  be  made  lord  of  a  manor. 

At  length,  wearied  out  with  their  folicitations,  he 
refolved  to  efcape  from  them  at  once  ;  for  which 
reafon  he  privately  withdrew  to  Lima,  and  thence 
made  the  belt  of  his  way  to  Panama,  there  intend¬ 
ing  to  embark  for  Spain,  and  carrying  with  him 
near  two  millions  for  the  emperor’s  ufe,  and  not  a 
ducat  for  himfelf ;  fo  that,  I  fancy,  it  will  be 
found  very  hard  to  match  him  and  Vafco  de  Caflro, 
both  of  whom  afled  upon  principles  very  different 
from  the  bulk  of  mankind,  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  and  improving  the  revenues  of  the 
crown,  without  any  regard  to  their  own  private 
inter  eft.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  they  were 
neither  courtiers  nor  noblemen. 

At  Panama,  Gafca  was  very  near  loling  all  the 
treafure  he  had  amaffed  for  the  emperor,  together 
with  his  own  life,  by  an  unexpected  infu.rr.e6ti-- 
on,  which  he  quelled  by  his  valour  and  prudence. 
Then  he  embarked  for  Spain,  at  Nombre  de 
y  v  Dios,. 
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Dios,  in  the  year  1550,  and  the  emperor  was  fo 
well  pleafed  with  his  conduct,  that  he  gave  him 
the  bifhopric  of  Siguen^a,  a  populous  city  in  Old 
Caflile,  the  income  of  which  is  reckoned  at  this 
day  worth  four  hundred  thoufand  ducats  per  year ; 
in  which  place  he  died  in  1567,  and  was  buried 
in  the  parifli-chappel  of  Magdalene  of  Valadolid, 
which  he  had  built  and  endowed  himfelf. 


The 


The  Voyages  of  the  feveral  fir  ft  Ad¬ 
venturers,  particularly  of  Ferdi¬ 
nand  de  Soto,  for  the  Difcovery  of 
Florida,  1539. 


CHAP.  I. 

Florida  difcovered  by  Sebojhan  Cabot ;  John  de 
Ponce  s  expedition  thither  with  three  /hips ;  the  rea- 
Jon  of  calling  it  Florida  ;  Ponce’s  people  attacked 
by  the  natives ,  and  beaten  in  two  places ;  his 
fearch  after  the  fountain  of  health ;  Francis  de 
Cordova’s  ill  fuccefs  here ;  Pamphilo  de  Narvae'Z, 
comes  hither  with  a  large  force  ;  takes  four  prifo- 
ners ,  and  procures  provlfto\i ;  he  proceeds  in  fearch 
of  a  fuppofed  gold  country  \  one  of  his  men  drowned ; 
he  arrives  with  his  people  at  dpalachen ,  where  he 
meets  with  fome  oppofition . 

IT'  LG  RID  A,  which  is  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
‘  rica,  was  firffc  difcovered  by  Sebaflian  Cabot, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century  ;  but 
had  no  name ;  nor  was  it,  among  the  various  nati¬ 
ons  then  daily  found  out,  taken  much  notice  of, 
till  the  expedition  of  John  Ponce  de  Leon,  who 
being  fuperfeded  in  his  government  of  Porto  Rico, 
where  he  had  made  a  plentiful  fortune,  fitted  out 
three  fhips  well  ffcred,  and  floutly  manned,  with 
a  view  partly  to  profit,  and  partly  to  reputation, 
by  making  new  difcoveries. 


Having 
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Having  made  a  large  circuit,  and  pafled  fevera 
points  of  land,  he  was  tempted  to  come  to  anchor 
in  fight  of  a  country  that  prefented  the  moft  al¬ 
luring  landfcape  he  had  ever  feen  ;  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  Florida,  out  of  compliment  to 
Eafter,  called  by  the  Spaniards  Pafcua  Florida, 
from  its  being  the  fineft  flower-feafon,  he  having 
difcovered  this  territory  on  Eafter-Sunday  1512. 

Having  coafled  along  a  good  while,  in  fearch  of 
a  convenient  harbour,  he  went  on  fhore  April  the 
8  th,  in  hopes  to  have  made  fome  acquaintance 
with  the  natives,  feveral  of  whom  were  drawn 
up  at  a  diflance,  watching  an  opportunity  to 
drive  the  Spaniards  from  their  boat ;  one  of  whom 
receiving  a  fevere  blow  on  the  head,  the  fight 
became  warm,  and  two  others  were ' dang'eroufly 
wounded,  tho’  the  natives  received  no  damage. 
Leon,  having  with  fome  pains,  colledled  his  men, 
and  failed  to  a  river  which  they  named  Rio  de 
la  Cruz,  or  the  river  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  he  took 
in  wood  and  water  ;  but  was  feverely  handled  by 
the  Indians :  fo  that  he  thought  it  would  be  vain 
to  attempt  making  any  fettlement  in  this  place, 
though,  with  half  his  compliment  of  men,  a  per- 
fon  of  Cortes’s  abilities  would  have  fubdued  the 
better  part  of  America;  and  indeed  nothing  con¬ 
tributed  more  to  his  failure  in  an  effablifhment 
at  this  place,  than  a  ridiculous  notion  where¬ 
with  he  had  been  infpired,  of  there  being  fome- 
where,  in  that  neighbourhood,  a  fountain  endu- 
'  ed  with  the  -  virtues  of  Medea’s  kettle,  in  which 
an  immerfion  reflored  decrepit  old  age  to  lufty 
youth  ;  however,  having  mifpent  a  great  deal 
of  time  here,  and  among  the  Bahama  Iflands,  in 
fearch  of  this  ideal  curiofity,  he  returned  to 
Spain,  where,  making  a  great  buflle  about  the  me¬ 
rits  of  his  expedition,  he  was  generoufly  reward¬ 
ed  by  the  court ;  tho’  the  only  advantage  that 
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accrued  from  his  induftry,  was  difcovering  a  fhort 
way  thro’  the  bay  of  Mexico  to  Spain,  without 
going  round  by  the  ifland  of  Cuba ;  the  courfe  of 
all  fhips  before  that  time. 

In  1517,  Francis  de  Cordova  put  in  upon  this 
coaft  to  wood  and  water,  but  feveral  of  his  men 
were  cut  off  by  the  inhabitants,  and  he  himfelf 
was  fo  dangeroufly  wounded,  that  he  died  a  few 
days  after  his  return  to  Cuba. 

Vafquez  de  Ayllon  made  an  expedition  thither 
fometime  after,  but  his  plan  of  operations  was  fo 
badly  laid,  that  the  Indians  cut  off  above  two 
hundred  of  his  men,  and  drove  the  reft  off  the 
coaft  ;  nay  fome  have  affected  that  he  himfelf  was 
killed  here,  nor  is  it  very  unlikely,  ftnce  we  have 
no  certain  accounts  of  him  after  that  time. 

Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  of  whofe  connexion  with 
and  confinement  by  Cortes,  we  have  already 
fpoken  in  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  being  at  length 
reftored  to  his  liberty,  was  the  next  who  fet  out 
upon  difcoveries  in  Florida,  carrying  with  him  five 
(hips,  on  board  of  which  were  fix  hundred  men  and 
eighty  horfe  ;  the  chief  perfons  attending  him, 
were  Alvaro  Punez,  commonly  called  Capo  di 
Vava,  in  quality  of  treafurer,  Agozino  as  a  provoft 
martial,  Alonzo  Euriquez  as  auditor,  and  Alonzo 
de  Solis,  fadtor  for  the  king,  together  with  father 
Giovanni,  a  francifcan,  and  four  other  friars  of  the 
fame  order. 

After  two  or  three  very  violent  ftorms,  wherein 
they  loft  above  two  hundred  of  their  men  and 
half  their  horfes,  they  arrived  on  the  coaft  of 
Florida,  April  the  12th  1528,  and  the  auditor 
went  afhore  on  a  fmall  ifland,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  gave  him  fome  deer  fleins  and  a  few  fifties 
the  day  following,  Narvaez  took  with  him  as  many 
men  as  the  boats  could  hold,  and  landed  on  the 
main  land  of  Florida,  at  a  little  village,  which  was 
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abandoned  by  the  natives;  the  houfes  hereof 
were  of  different  fizes,  fome  very  fmall,  and 
others  large  enough  to  contain  more  than  three 
hundred  people.  He  firft  took  formal  poffeffion 
of  the  place  for  the  king  of  Spain,  difpatched  the 
brigantine  in  fearch  of  a  fafe  harbour  for  the  fhips, 

landed  the  remainder  of  his  horfes  and  then 

« 

marched  northward  with  forty  foot  and  fix  horfe- 
men.  They  made  four  Indians  prifoners,  when 
they  had  travelled  about  four  leagues  ;  who  by 
figns  promifed  to  fhew  them  where  to  get  maiz, 
of  which  they  had  hitherto  feen  none ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  they  brought  them  to  a  village,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  there  was  maiz,  but  it 
was  not  yet  ripe ;  and  afterwards  to  another  where 
there  were  fome  webs  of  cloth,  and  a  fmall  quanti¬ 
ty  of  gold,  which  they  gave  them  to  underhand  they 
had  from  a  country,  called  Apalachen,  lying  to  the 
north -wed  of  them  :  a  little  farther  on,  they  found 
a  large  field  of  maiz  fit  to  be  cut,  and  here  they 
refled  themfelves  two  days. 

It  being  now  determined  to  march  over  land  in 
fearch  of  Apalachen,  from  whence  the  gold  they 
had  feen  was  brought ;  Narvaez  chofe  out  three 
hundred  men,  forty  of  whom  were  mounted  for 
this  expedition  ;  giving  firft  to  each  man  two 
pounds  of  bifcuit,  and  half  a  pound  of  pork  ;  on 
which  they  lived  for  fifteen  days,  meeting  neither 
houfe,  inhabitants,  nor  eatables,  except  dates, 
which  were  very  acceptable.  Their  progrefs  was 
now  flopped  by  a 'river,  which  ran  with  excefiive 
fury ;  however,  they  encamped  upon  the  banks  of 
it  about  a  day,  when  its  rage  fubfiding,  they 
paffed  it  upon  rafts,  not  without  great  difficulty 
and  peril.  Here  they  found  two  hundred  Indians 
drawn  up  armed,  as  it  were  to  oppofe  them  ; 
v  horn  convincing  that  their  intentions  were  peace¬ 
able, 
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able,  they  were  furniftied  with  maiz,  and  then 
were  directed  onward  to  Apalachen. 

June  the  7  th,  they  were  met  by  a  cacique  co¬ 
vered  with  a  painted  deer  fkin,  and  riding  on  the 
neck  of  one  of  his  fervants ;  he  was  efcorted  by  a 
body  of  muficians  playing  upon  cane  flutes,  and 
fpent  above  an  hour  with  Pamphilo,  in  which 
time  he  endeavoured  to  tell  him,  that  the  people 
of  Apalachen  were  his  enemies  ;  and  prefented 
him  the  deers  fkin  that  he  wore,  in  return  for  fome 
hawks  bells,  and  other  trifles  given  him  by  the 
Spaniards.  After  leaving  him,  they  came  to  a  river 
on  which  they  did  not  dare  to  venture  even  with 
rafts  ;  one  of  their  men  who,  bolder  than  the 
reft,  endeavoured  to  fwim  his  horfe  over,  being 
drowned,  together  with  his  beaft,  in  their  fight, 
they  found  the  body  of  the  horfe,  of  which  they 
made  a  very  hearty  {upper,  and  then  pafled  the 
river  in  a  canoe  made  for  that  purpofe. 

Having  furprized  and  feized  four  Indians  to  con- 
duff  them,  they  came  in  fight  of  Apalachen  June 
the  26th,  after  traverfmg  huge  forefts,  where  the 
trees  grew  fo  thick  as  fcarcely  to  admit  a  paffage, 
and  mountains  that  feemed,  with  giant-like  ambi¬ 
tion,  to  reach  at  heaven  :  never  was  profpeff  more 
agreeable  than  that  of  Apalachen  was  to  thefe 
people,  whom  hunger  and  fatigue  had  worn  to 
ikeletons;  moil  of  them  being  ready  to  faint  un¬ 
der  their  arms,  which  had  galled  their  ftioulders, 
and  were  very  uneafy  to  them. 

The  town  of  Apalachen  was  made  up  of  forty 
low  mud  cabbins,  fituated  on  a  fandy  ground,  and 
furrounded  by  groves  of  pine,  cedar,  elm,  palm, 
and  walnut  trees  ;  maiz  they  found  here  in  plen¬ 
ty,  and  faw  rabbits,  bears,  lions,  &c.  geefe,  ducks, 
black-birds,  falcons  of  feveral  forts,  and  feveral 
other  kinds  of  beafts  and  birds  of  prey, 
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The  treafurer  was  fent  with  fifty  foot  and  nine 
fiorfe  to  reconnoitre  the  place,  in  which  he  found 
only  women  and  children,  with  fome  deer  fkin,  a 
few  thread  garments  of  little  value,  and  fome 
maiz,  as  alfo  mills  to  grind  it;  the  men  were  re¬ 
tired  from  the  town  in  arms,  and  in  a  little  time 
made  an  attack  upon  the  Spaniards,  who  quickly 
repulfed  them  with  the  lofs  of  one  horfe,  which 
was  fhot  thro’  with  arrows.  However,  they  came 
fhortly  after  in  a  very  peaceable  manner,  entreat¬ 
ing  to  have  their  wives  and  children  reflored  to 
them,  which  requefl  was  immediately  granted  ;  but 
one  of  their  caciques  being  detained  by  Narvaez,  in- 
cenfed  them  fomuch,  they  once  more  came  down  in  a 
hoftile  manner,  but  were  fo  vigoroufly  received, 
that  they  foon  fled  with  precipitation,  and  took 
fhelter  among  the  Handing  corn,  leaving  one  man 
dead  behind  them. 

The  Spaniards  refled  here  twenty  five  days,  dur¬ 
ing  which  parties  went  out  to  view  the  country  on 
all  Tides,  and  indeed  it  promifed  very  indifferently, 
prefenting  to  the  eyes  nothing  but  inacceffible  moun¬ 
tains,  craggy  rocks,  impenetrable  forefls,  inhofpi- 
table  defarts,  and  impaffable  lakes.  Thisfeemed  to 
be  the  only  inhabited  fpot  in  the  whole  country,  and 
they  underflood  as  much  from  the  cacique,  whom 
they  kept  prifoner,  he  informing  them,  that  a  great 
way  to  the  fouth  was  the  fea,  on  the  borders  of  which 
were  a  people  called  Aute ;  who  were  his  friends, 
and  had  plenty  of  Indian  corn. 
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CHAP.  II. 

They  are  difappointedof  gold,  and  reduced  to  great  dif- 
1  trefs ;  at  length  they  contrive  five fmall  vefjels^and  em~ 
bark  on  the  river  Adagdalena :  they  land  on  an  i ft  and, 
when  they  are  freed  to  a  fkirmijh,  and  Narvaez, 
Is  wounded 3  he  is  afterwards  fuypojed  to  be  loft  in  a 
hard  gale  of  wind  3  but  Alvaro  gains  land ,  and  is 
tenderly  ufed  by  the  natives  3  whom  he  is  faid  to 
cure  of  ficknefs :  a  deferiptien  and  character  of  the 
people  3  the  Spaniards  pafs  for  children  of  the  fun  3 
they  meet  with  Ghriftians ,  1  vho  ufe  them  ill. 

rTF^HEIR  expectations  with  refpect  to  gold  be- 
jL  ing  not  in  the  lead  anfwered,  it  was  refolved 
to  proceed  for  Ante,  which  they  accordingly  did  ; 
and  after  a  very  troublefeme  journey,  and  being 
daily  annoyed  by  the  natives,  they  arrived  there 
in  nine  days,  but  the  people  had  burned  their 
houfes  and  were  all  fled  3  however  they  found  feme 
maiz,  gourds,  and  other  vegetables,  which  gave 
them  great  refrefhment. 

The  place  not  anfwering  their  wiflies  in  any  re- 
fpeeff,  it  was  determined  to  try  to  build  themfelves 
boats,  and  embark  upon  the  river  which  they  faw, 
and  called  Magdalena,  it  being  very  large,  and 
they  hoping  that  it  might  bring  them  back  to  that 
part  of  the  coafl  of  Florida  which  borders  on  the 
gulph  of  Mexico.  For  this  purpofe,  they  with 
great  difficulty  contrived  five  large  barks,  each 
twenty  two  cubits  long;  one  of  their  men,  who 
had  a  ready  invention,  having  ereffed  a  forge,  and 
prepared  a  fort  of  bellows  to  blow  it,  with  beads 
Ikins  and  a  pipe  of  wood,  made  a  fhift  to  form 
fuch  iron-work  as  they  wanted  out  of  their  crofs- 
bows,  fpurs,  fome  of  their  arms,  &c.  the  chinks 

N  3  were 


270  VOYAGES  FOR  THE 

were  Roped  up  with  palmeto  leaves  and  bark,, 
their  rigging  was  twilled  horfe-hair,  and  their 
fails  were  their  fhirts ;  of  the  fabine-wood  they 
made  oars,  and  the  gum  that  diflilled  from  the 
pine-tree  ferved  them  for  pitch ;  from  the  legs  of 
the  dead  horfes  they  flayed  the  fldn  as  entire  as 
poflible,  and  thefe  fewed  tightly  were  ufed  to 
contain  their  water,  inftead  of  boracchios. 

September  the  22d,  they  embarked  on  board 
thefe  veflels,  and  committed  themfelves  to  the 
mercy  of  the  waves,  not  one  of  them  knowing 
any  thing  of  navigation  ;  having  loft  in  twenty 
days,  forty  men  by  flcknefs  and  fatigue  befldes 
ten  that  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  in  fight  of 
their  comrades,  who  could  not  do  any  thing  for 
their  refcue ;  fo  very  wretched  was  their  plight. 
At  the  end  of  feven  days,  they  difcovered  five  ca¬ 
noes  full  of  Indians,  who  ran  afliore  on  an  ifland, 
where  Narvaez  and  his  people  followed  them,  and 
landing  found  fome  eggs  and  dryed  thornbacks, 
which  were  a  welcome  affiflance.  Leaving  this 
ifland  and  taking  the  canoes  with  them,  they 
failed  forward,  till  their  water  failing,  they  were 
reduced  to  extreme  neeeflity,  and  were  forced  to 
drink  the  fea -water,  whereby  five  of  their  men 
were  killed;  but  perceiving  fome  inhabitants  on  a 
point  of  land  which  they  weathered,  they  ven¬ 
tured  to  go  on  fhore,  where  they  found  little 
Iioufes  well  built  and  lined  with  matting,  and  frefli 
water  handing  in  pots  at  the  doors,  together  with 
fifn  ready  drefl,  on  which  they  made  a  delicious 
meal :  the  cacique  here  treated  them  with  great 
kindnefs  ;  but  at  night  the  Indians  fell  upon  them, 
carried  away  the  cacique,  who  was  refcued  by  his 
own  people,  and  wounded  Narvaez  with  a  flone  in 
the  head. ” 

After  this  adventure,  they  met  with  fome  Indians 
who  offered  to  fhew  them  frefh  water,  and  leaving 
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hoflages,  took  with  them  three  ChrifKans  for  that 
purpofe,  who  were  never  after  heard  of;  the  hofla- 
ges  endeavouring  privately  to  efcape,  and  their  bre¬ 
thren  afterwards  Ariving  inefle<Aualiy  to  recover 
them  by  force ;  however,  they  at  lafl  came  to  a 
river,  where,  to  their  vafl  joy,  they  found  the 
ftream  frefh,  but  there  being  no  wood,  they  once 
more  trufled  to  the  current,  each  man  being  hinted 
to  a  handful  of  raw  maiz  a  day. 

dThey  were  now  attacked  by  a  violent  Aorm, 
and  their  little  fleet  fcattered,  at  which  time  it  was 
imagined  Pamphilo  Narvaez  was  loft ;  he  having 
never  been  heard  of  after.  The  boat  in  which 
was  Alvaro  Nunez  was  drove  upon  an  ifland, 
where  the  inhabitants,  who  were  of  a  gigantic  fea¬ 
ture,  relieved  and  treated  them  with  vaft  humani¬ 
ty  ;  fo  that  the  Spaniards  having  recruited  their 
ftrength,  and  made  provifionof  fifli,  wood,  water, 
and  fome  vegetables,  {tripped  themfelves  naked  to 
launch  their  boat,  which  having  done,  put  all  their 
things  on  board,  and  laftiy  embarked  themfelves  ; 
a  hidden  wave  turned  her  topfy-turvy,  and  three 
men  wrhom  flie  ftruck  at  the  fame  time  funk  to  the 
bottom  and  were  drowned :  Alvaro  and  the  reft 
made  a  fhift  to  reach  the  land,  but  quite  naked, 
having  loft  their  cloaths  and  every  neceflary  by  that 
laA  accident ;  fo  that  they  were  reduced  to  the 
extremefl  mifery. 

Their  appearance  was  fo  wretched,  that  the  In¬ 
dians  could  fcarcely  know  them  again ;  but  they 
foon  brought  them  more  proviflon,  and  fat  down 
by  them,  lamenting  their  misfortune  ;  after  which 
they  carried  them  on  their  fhoulders  to  their  places 
of  refldence,  flopping  very  often  by  the  way,  to 
warm  them  at  great  fires,  which  they  had  prepared 
for  that  purpofe  at  convenient  diflances  :  here  they 
found  the  company  of  one  of  their  barks,  at  which 
they  were  exceedingly  rejoiced,  and  as  fhe  was  in 
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good  order  prepared  to  trim  for  another  voyage  ; 
but,  when  they  were  upon  the  point  of  embarking, 
(he  was  loft  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind  :  about  this 
time  their  number  was  reduced  from  eighty  to  fif¬ 
teen,  fo  much  were  they  diminilhed  by  famine  and 
other  hardfhips. 

The  men  of  this  country  make  a  hole  quite  thro’ 
one  of  their  paps,  and  fome  thro’  both  ;  in  which 
they  carry  a  finall  piece  of  cane,  about  three  fpans 
long ;  and  they  alfo  hang  another  piece  to  their 
nether  lip,  which  is  likewife  bored  through.  The 
women  are  hard  drudges  :  they  generally  inhabit 
this  ifiand  from  October  to  the  end  of  February, 
and  their  food  is  fifti,  and  a  certain  pleafant  root 
that  grows  about  afoot  under  water  ;  after  this,  the 
roots  beginning  to  fail,  they  remove  their  quarters 
elfewhere. 

Alvaro  ftaid  with  thefe  humane  people  till  they 
were  about  to  pafs  over  to  the  continent,  when 
they  took  him  and  his  followers  with  them;  be- 
cau.fe,  fay  both  Herrera  and  Ramufio,  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  matters,  he  had  cured  many  of  their 
fick  by  the  fign  of  the  crofs  ;  and  if  this  was  the  cafe, 
we  muft  fuppofe  the  pagan  Indians  to  have  had 
more  faith  than  the  Chriftian  Spaniards  ;  fince  with 
them  it  was  much  more  efficacious :  and  yet  it  is 
certain,  that  Alvaro  and  two  of  his  companions 
made  oath,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  at  Mi¬ 
chaels  in  the  South  Sea,  that,  during  fix  years,  in 
which  they  had  travelled  among  the  wild  Indians, 
they  were  treated  civilly  on  the  account  of  the  cures 
performed  by  them  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs. 

Alvaro  and  his  two  remaining  companions  were 
rewarded  for  the  many  cures  they  performed  with 
a  fruit,  which  ferves  the  people  principally  for  fuf- 
tenance  ;  it  is  called  tune,  about  the  fize  of  an  egg, 
of  a  good  tafte,  and  the  colour  red  and  black  in¬ 
termixed  ;  which  they  not  only  eat  frefh,  fqueez- 

ing 
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ing  out  the  liquor,  which  is  an  excellent  drink, 
but  alfo  cut  them  open  and  firing  them,  hanging 
them  up  to  dry  like  figs. 

The  Spaniards  gave  this  place  the  name  of  Mai 
Hado,  or  Ill  Luck ;  the  people,  who  are  divided 
into  many  nations  of  different  names,  are  very  fond 
of  their  children,  lamenting  their  iofs  when  they 
die,  for  a  year,  in  a  very  folemn  melancholy  man¬ 
ner  ;  but  they  are  very  different  with  refpeCl  to  the 
death  of  their  aged,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  pall 
their  labour,  faying  it  was  time  that  they  fhould 
go,  and  not  flay  to  devour  the  fuflenance  from 
flrong  young  people  who  earned  it,  which  they  were 
unable  to  do. 

Thofe  that  have  children  by  their  wives  never 
forfake  them  ;  neither  do  they  bed  with  them  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  they  know  them  to  be  with  child  :  if 
they  chance  to  quarrel,  they  cudgel  one  another 
heartily  ;  but  never  ufe  their  bows  and  arrows  but 
againfl  the  common  enemy,  and  even  with  them 
they  fight  no  longer  than  while  they  have  arrows 
to '  fhoot  with  ;  when  thefe  are  wafled,  tho*  they 
fhould  have  infinitely  the  advantage,  they  turn  their 
backs,  and  walk  off'  very  quietly ;  nor  are  their 
wounds,  tho’  quite  thro’  the  body,  mortal  ;  except 
in  the  heart  or  bowels.  It  is  remarkable,  they  will 
touch  nothing  after  a  woman  while  under  the  men* 
flrual  evacuation  ;  fo  that,  during  that  time,  fhe 
muff  eat  by  herfelf. 

When  Alvaro  and  his  companions  were  about  to- 
quit  the  people,  to  whom  thefe  cufloms  were  fa¬ 
miliar,  they  defired  to  be  carried  towards  the  place 
of  the  fun’s  fetting  ;  which  was  refufed  them,  be~ 
caufe  it  was  affirmed,  the  regions  lying  that  way 
were  uninhabited  ;  but,  infilling  upon  it,  and  ex- 
preffing  fome  anger  at  being  contradicted,  the  poor 
Indians,  who  feared  that  knowledge  that  had  done 
fuch  fignal  cures  among  them,  might,  if  longer  op- 
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pofed,  do  them  fpecial  harm,  foon  confented  to 
their  requelt,  and  offered  to  conduft  them. 

They  paffed  thro’  many  different  territories  for 
upwards  of  five  days,  during  which  they  had  fome- 
times  provilion,  fometimes  none ;  feeding  one  day 
upon  kine  and  venifon,  another  upon  powdered 
if  raw,  till  at  length  they  came  to  a  nation  where 
the  people  appeared  to  be  a  little  civilized ;  having 
good  thatched  houfes,  plenty  of  maiz,  pulfe,  and 
gourds,  with  good  fldns,  principally  thofe  of  deer, 
bombafine,  cotton,  coral,  torquoifes,  and  emeralds 
fhaped  like  arrow-heads  ;  of  all  which  the  Spani¬ 
ards  partook. 

Some  way  farther,  they  fell  in  with  a  tribe  of 
people,  who  were  very  brutal,  and  feemed  to  have 
but  little  underflanding ;  however,  they  paid  the 
Spaniards  great  refpeff,  fuppofmg  them  defcended 
from  heaven,  bec^ufe  they  refembled  certain  people, 
who,  they  faid,  had  vifited  their  land  not  long 
before,  with  horfes,  lances,  and  fwords,  whom 
they  fuppofed  to  be  children  of  the  fun,  and  who 
went  thence  to  fea. 

Shortly  after,  they  had  more  news  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,  who  had  driven  the  inhabitants  of  fome  pla¬ 
ces,  where  they  chanced  to  come,  up  to  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  behaved  in  a  very  cruel  manner ;  and 
hence  they  judged  that  they  were  near  the  South- 
Sea  ;  which  opinion  was  confirmed  by  Diego  de 
Acaraz,  a  Spaniard,  whom  they  foon  after  met  up¬ 
on  an  excuriion  with  fome  of  his  people,  who  told 
the  Indians  that  guided  them,  that  Alvaro  and  his 
companions  were  a  mean,  infgnificant  race  of 
people,  born  to  fervility,  and  unworthy  the  attend¬ 
ance  that  was  paid  them  :  to  which  the  fimple  In¬ 
dians  reafonably  anfwered,  that  fuch  a  report  was 
Incredible,  fmce  they  had  great  (kill  in  curing  the 
difeafed,  and  delighted  in  doing  good  ;  befides 
which,  they  kept  nothing  for  themfdves,  but  ge- 

neroufly 
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neronfly  divided  with  their  followers  whatever 
prefents  were  made  to  them  ;  whereas,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  mifreprefent  them, 
in  attempting  to  paint  others,  gave  the  colouring 
that  didinguilhed  themfelves ;  fmce,  indead  of  fav- 
ing  people  from  death,  they  rejoiced  in  dedroying 
them  unprovoked  ;  that  they  ufed  their  attendants 
with  great  haughtinefs  and  cruelty ;  and  avaritioudy 
coveted  every  thing  they  faw,  than  which  there 
could  not  be  a  dronger  indance  of  meannefs. 

This  was  certainly  arguing  in  the  Rile  of  good 
fenfe,  and  nettled  Diego  extremely,  who  revenged 
himfelf  upon  Alvaro,  by  leading  him  and  his  two 
companions  into  many  inconveniencies,  having  per- 
iuaded  him  to  difmifs  his  Indians,  and  trud  himfelf 
for  fafe  condudi:  to  a  Spanifh  {ettlement.  To  thofe, 
whom  Diego’s  endeavouring  to  fet  the  Indians  againd 
Alvaro  may  furprife,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve, 
that  his  foie  reafon  for  it  was,  his  not  being  able 
to  bear  that  other  people  fhould  be  treated  with  a 
deference  and  refpedt  that  he  and  his  followers  had 
been  always  drangers  to  :  neither  from  their  con¬ 
duct  did  they  deferve  it. 

However,  Alvaro  and  his  men  made  a  fliift  to 
reach  St.  Michael’s,  wrhere  Nunez  de  Gufman  the 
governor  received  them  very  tenderly,  giving  them 
good  cloaths  ;  for  they  had  gone  for  a  great  while 
naked,  and  after  that  he  fhipped  them  off  for  Mexi¬ 
co. 


> 
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CHAP.  HI. 

Ferdinand  de  Soto  obtains  leave  to  conquer  Florida ; 
is  ennobled ,  and  made  governor  of  Cuba  ;  his  life , 
Foarafler,  and  juvenile  adventures ;  he  arrives  in 
Florida  with  a  great  force  ;  he  has  fever  al fkirmijh- 
es  with  the  people  ;  and  by  chance  meets  Ortiz ,  who 
had  lived  among  the  Indians  many  years ;  they  come 
to  the  dominions  f  Faracojf ,  and  from  thence  pro, • 
seed  to  Cale ,  without  being  able  to  reconcile  the  na¬ 
tives  cordially  to  them „ 


NEITHER  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Narvaez,  nor  the 
hardships  fuftained  by  his  followers,  could 
deter  Ferdinand  de  Soto  from  trying  what  advan- 
tages  were  to  be  drawn  from  an  expedition  to  Flo¬ 
rida  ;  in  fupport  of  which  he  entreated  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  catholic  majefty,  which  was  not  only 
readily  granted,  but  alfo  a  commiffion,  appointing 
him  governor  of  Cuba,  (that  being  a  convenient 
place  of  arms)  and  prefident  of  Florida,  with  the 
title  and  rank  of  a  marquifs. 

Ferdinand  was  a  man  of  an  afpiring  genius,  en¬ 
dued  with  prudence  and  valour  ;  he  was  fon  to  a 
gentleman  of  Badajoz,  and  had  raifed  himfelf  by 
his  fword  ;  he  firft  went  to  the  Indies  with  gover¬ 
nor  Peter  Araias  D’  Avila,  and  afterwards  attended 
Pizarro  in  the  conquefc  of  Peru,  where  his  milita¬ 
ry  virtues  were  remarkable  ;  and  he  was  made  lieu¬ 
tenant-general. 

Having  affembled  about  one  thoufancT  men,  and 
ten  fail  of  fhips,  he  fet  out  for  Cuba,  and  arrived 
at  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  after  a  profperous 
voyage.  This  iftand  is  two  hundred  leagues  long 
from  eaft  to  weft,  and  between  fourteen  and  fif¬ 
teen  from  north  to  fouth  :  it  has  fix  principal 
towns,  the  largeft  being  St.  Jago  and  Havannah, 

which 
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which  are  well  peopled,  and  drive  a  confiderable 
trade ;  the  houfes  are  well-built,  and  the  people  rich  ; 
there  is  good  pafture  for  horfes,  which  thrive  well 
here ;  alfo  hogs  and  oxen  ;  and  green  grafs  all  the 
year  :  the  foil  is  fertile,  and  bears  figs,  oranges, 
lemons,  and  feveral  fruits  well  known  in  Europe, 
befides  many  that  thrive  only  in  the  American  cli¬ 
mates  ;  there  is  alfo  plenty  of  gold  to  be  found 
here. 

Having  made  fome  neceflary  regulations  in  this 
place,  he  left  the  government  to  the  care  of  his 
wife  ;  and  reimbarked  with  nine  hundred  foot  and 
upwards  of  three  hundred  horfe,  on  the  12  th  of 
May,  1539  ;  and  on  the  31ft,  anchored  in  the  bay 
of  the  Holy  Ghofi,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  gulph 
of  Mexico,  in'  27  degrees  north  latitude,  landing 
about  three  hundred  men  and  two  hundred  and 
thirty  horfes  to  lighten  the  Ihip,  about  two  leagues 
from  a  town  belonging  to  a  cacique  called  Ucita; 
and  encamed  them  on  the  fea-fide,  where  next 
morning  they  fufiained  an  attack  from  the  Indians, 
which,  as  they  were  on  their  guard,  they  foon  ren¬ 
dered  ineffectual. 

By  degrees  he  brought  all  his  men  on  fhore, 
except  the  failors,  who  in  eight  days  piloted  the 
fhips  up  to  the  town  ;  and  Vafquez  Porcallo  go¬ 
ing  out  to  forage  with  (even  men,  was  met  by  fix 
Indians,  who  difcharged  their  arrows  at  him  :  two 
of  the  Indians  he  killed,  but  the  other  four  efcaped, 
the  men  that  purfued  them  falling  with  their  horfes 
in  a  bog. 

The  next  day,  the  army,  under  the  direction 
of  Lewis  de  Mofcofo,  who  aCted  as  his  major- 
general,  marched  into  the  town,  where  the  gover¬ 
nor  already  was  ;  it  confided  of  about  eight  houfes, 
the  firongefi:  of  which,  built  on  an  eminence,  was 
the  refidence  of  Ucita,  who  had  retired  to  the 
hills,  fearing  a  retaliation  of  the  ill  ufage  he  had 

given 
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given  to  Tome  of  Narvaez’s  followers,  who  had  fall- 
en  into  his  hands  and  been  murdered.  The  houfes 
were  all  made  of  timber,  covered  with  palm-tree 
leaves ;  and  in  one  of  them  were  found  fome  pearls, 
threaded  like  beads,  but  dulled  with  fmoke  ;  thefe 
the  natives  wear,  by  way  of  ornament,  about  their 
wrifts  and  necks. 

Gallegos  was  now  fent  out  with  forty  horfe  and 
eighty  foot  to  make  fome  prifoners ;  and  Lobillo 
being  difpatched  another  way  with  fifty  foldiers, 
foon  returned,  bringing  with  him  four  female  cap¬ 
tives,  and  fix  of  his  men  wounded,  one  of  whom 
died  in  a  very  little  time  ;  but,  about  two  leagues 
from  the  town,  the  former  met  a  parly  of  Indians, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  marching  in  a  regu¬ 
lar  peaceable  manner,  on  whom  his  people  would 
have  fallen,  without  waiting  any  command,  had 
they  not  retired  fwiftly  to  the  neighbouring  woods, 
when  they  faw  the  Spaniards  advance  upon  them 
in  a  hoflile  manner ;  however,  one  man  Rood  to 
receive  them,  to  transfix  whom,  a  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Nieto  had  already  raifed  his  lance,  when 
he  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  and  cried  out  in 
Spanifh,  “  I  am  a  Chriftian  and  a  Spaniard ;  fpare 
“  me,  and  recal  my  fcattered  friends,  to  whom  I 

owe  my  life,  and  whofe  intentions  are  peace- 
“  able.” 

This  addrefs  caufed  Gallegos  to  halt,  who  in 
this  perfon,  fo  little  differing  in  appearance  from 
the  Indians,  difcovered  one  of  Narvaez’s  followers, 
called  John  Ortiz  ;  on  which  he  reftrained  the  ill- 
timed  ardour  of  his  people,  and  encouraging  the 
fcattered  Indians  to  return,  brought  them  all  fafe- 
ly  to  the  camp,  to  the  great  fatisfaflion  of  Soto, 
who  was  more  particularly  pleafed  with  the  acqui- 
fition  of  Ortiz,  as  in  him  he  hoped  to  find  an  in¬ 
terpreter,  who  would  be  of  fpecial  fervice  to  him 
in  his  future  progrefs. 


John 
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John  Ortiz  was  of  a  good  family  in  Seville  ;  and, 
having  followed  the  fortune  of  Narvaez,  was  by  him 
difpatched  from  Florida,  with  letters  to  his  wife 
then  in  Cuba ;  but,  on  his  return,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians,  together  with  another  Spa¬ 
niard,  whom  they  cut  in  pieces  for  making  fome 
fort  of  defence ;  but  Ortiz  was  brought  to  the  ca¬ 
cique  Ucita,  who  at  firft  ordered  him  to  be  fuf- 
pended  over  a  flow  fire,  and  roafled  alive ;  how¬ 
ever,  at  the  entreaty  of  his  daughter,  Ortiz  was  fav- 
ed,  and  appointed  to  protedf  the  dead  bodies  near 
the  temple,  from  being  carried  away  by  the  wolves, 
who  were  generally  bufy  at  night.  He  was  very 
near  lofmg  his  life;  for,  a  wolf  ran  away  with 
the  child  of  an  Indian  chief,  but  was  faved,  up¬ 
on  its  being  found  dead  with  a  dart  which  Ortiz 
had  flruck  into  its  body,  and  the  child  lying  near 
it  unhurt. 

Some  time  after,  Ucita  being  driven  from  this 
place  by  a  neighbouring  cacique,  Ortiz  loft  both  his 
poll:  and  favour  ;  audit  was  already  refolved  to  facri- 
fice  him  to  the  devil ;  when  (he,  who  had  before  fav¬ 
ed  him,  not  only  informed  him  of  the  danger,  but 
direfted  him  how  and  whither  to  efcape,  condudH 
ing  him  a  part  of  the  way  herfelf.  He  now  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Mucozo,  to  whom  he  promifed 
fidelity ;  and  in  return  Mucozo  aflured  him  he 
would  forward  his  return  home  as  much  as  pof- 
ftble,  and  allow  him,  without  any  reftridlion,  to 
join  the  firft  Chriftians  he  could  hear  of  upon  the 
coaft ;  but  this  was  an  intelligence  he  now  began 
to  defpair  of,  having  been  three  years  with  Ucita, 
and  nine  years  with  Mucozo,  who  had  treated  him 
always  with  great  hofpitality,  and  now  fent  him 
with  offers  of  peace  and  affiftance  to  meet  Soto, 
attended  by  fome  of  his  principal  people. 

The  governor  ufed  thofe  perfons  who  came  with 
Ortiz  very  humanely,  entreating  them  to  aflure  their 

;  cacique, 
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cacique,  that  his  kindnefs  to  this  Chriftian  fhould 
never  be  forgot,  but  repaid  in  the  moft  grateful 
manner ;  and  then  he  difmiffed  them,  having  been 
by  them  informed  of  a  territory,  thirty  leagues  far¬ 
ther,  belonging  to  a  cacique  called  Paracoffi,  to 
whom  Ucita  and  Mocozo  paid  tribute,  and  whofe 
pofTeffions  were  richer  than  any  near  the  fea-fide. 
He  was  fhortly  after  vifited  by  Mucozo  in  perfon, 
whom  he  received  with  great  affability,  and  found 
him  not  only  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  but  alfo  feem- 
ingly  one  who  meant  what  he  faid  ;  a  character  not 
common  among  the  Americans,  nor  indeed  can  we 
boaft  much  of  this  fincerity  among  the  more  civi¬ 
lized  Europeans. 

Not  long  after  this  interview,  Soto,  in  imitation  of 
Cortes’s  conduct,  in  circumffances  not  very  different, 

..  fent  his  (hips,  three  or  four  coafting  veffels  except¬ 
ed,  back  to  Cuba,  with  orders  however  to  fome 
of  them  to  return  at  a  certain  time  with  proviilons  : 
in  one  of  them  went  Porcallo  de  Figuera,  who  for 
fome  time  had  had  a  difference  with  the  governor, 
and  was  moreover  difcontented  at  finding  fo  many 
moraffes,  and  thick  impenetrable  woods,  without 
a  profpedt  of  treafure  to  pay  their  toil,  or  Indians 
of  whom  to  make  llaves,  which  were  much  want¬ 
ed  in  the  mines  of  Cuba,  and  to  fearch  for  which 
was  his  principal  inducement  to  this  expedition, 
wherein  he  had  a  principal  command. 

Though  Soto  behaved  towards  fuch  of  the 
natives  as  fell  in  his  way  with  great  mildnefs, 
and  took  all  poffible  care  to  prevent  irregularities, 
they  ufed  fuch  Spaniards  as  they  met  with  very  in¬ 
differently  ;  and  having  furprized  a  party  that  were 
foraging,  they  took  one  prifoner,  whom  they  drip¬ 
ped  naked  ;  and  when  they  thought  themfelves  out 
of  danger,  they  fat  down  to  eat,  drink,  and  be 
merry  with  their  wives  ;  whom  they  left,  together 
with  their  captive,  in  the  hands  of  fome  Spaniards 

_  -  that 
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t'hat  purfued  them ;  the  women  were  all  brought 
to  Soto,  who  ufed  them  civilly,  and  then  difmiffed 
them. 

Gallegos  being  fent  forward  towards  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  Paracoffi,  found  it  all  the  way  a  plentiful 
country,  abounding  with  vines,  walnuts,  pine, 
plum,  oak,  mulberry,  &c. ;  befides  receiving  in¬ 
telligence  of  people,  at  a  place  called  Cale,  who 
had  plenty  of  provifion,  and  much  gold,'  of  which 
they  made  fhields  and  head-pieces  in  their  wars ; 
of  all  thefe  things  he  fent  word  to  the  governor, 
who  prepared  to  follow  him,  leaving  the  care  of 
the  fhipping,  with  forty  horfe,  to  Calderon,  whom 
while  he  recommended  to  Mucozo,  he  ftriflly 
charged  to  avoid  offending  the  natives  on  any  ac¬ 
count. 

In  the  mean  time  Gallegos  had  foliicited  a  con¬ 
ference  with  Paracoffi  to  no  purpofe ;  for  he  fent 
thirty  of  his  people  with  very  frivolous  excufes, 
whom  therefore  Gallegos  detained  ;  and  being  now 
joined  by  Soto  and  all  his  men,  they  fet  forward 
towards  Cale,  the  governor  himfelf  leading  an  ad¬ 
vanced  party  of  thirty  horfe  and  feventy  foot :  hav¬ 
ing  palled  thro5  a  town  that  was  forfaken  by  the 
inhabitants,  they  came  to  a  river  where  the  cur¬ 
rent  was  very  ffrong,  carrying  away  one  of  their 
horfes ;  however,  the  reft  w^ere  brought  over  by 
means  of  a  haufer,  and  the  men  paffed  upon  a 
bridge  of  old  trees  that  lay  contiguous  to  the  wa¬ 
ter.  In  this  march  the  Spaniards  fufFered  a  good 
deal ;  for  the  country  being  defected,  they  found 
no  fuftenance,  except  beet  roots,  which  they  ate 
with  lilt  and  water ;  and  the  young  maiz  flocks, 
the  maiz  being  not  ripe  as  yet,  and  the  provifions 
they  had  brought  with  them  having  been  foon  con- 
fumed. 

At  Cale  they  found  maiz  enough  to  ferve  them 
for  three  months,  but  every  man  was  obliged  to 

pound 
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pound  his  own  proportion  in  a  wooden  mortar, 
and  lift  the  flour  thro’  their  fliirts  of  mail,  which 
“was  fo  very  troublefome,  that  fome  chofe  rather 
to  eat  it  parched  ;  nay,  not  eat  it  till  compelled  by 
neceffity.  The  Indians  had  abandoned  this  town 
on  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards,  but  kept  lurk¬ 
ing  about  a  neighbouring  lake,  whence  they  made 
a  (ally,  and  killed  three  of  Soto’s  followers,  as  they 
were  gathering  maiz. 


CHAP.  IV. 

'‘They  make  twenty  eight  prifner j,  the  principal  of 
whom  endeavours  to  trick  them  and  efcape ,  but  is 
catch ed  in  his  flight  by  a  blood-  hound ;  they  enter  a 
territory  belonging  to  three  brothers ;  one  of  whom 
continues  their  violent  enemy  ;  who  lays  a  trap  for 
the  dejlruliion  of  all  the  Spaniards ,  but  is  caught 
in  it  himfelf:  a  great  inji.ance  of  Indian  perfeve - 
ranee  and  resolution ,  as  well  as  Spaniftj  genero - 
fty  j  which  is  but  ill  requited . 

AUGUST  the  nth,  1539,  Soto  left  Cale ;  and 
being  attacked  the  fame  day  by  a  party  of 
Indians,  put  them  to  flight,  making  twenty  eight 
prifoners  :  foon  after  this  engagement,  a  perfon 
who  pretended  to  be  a  cacique,  came  and  en¬ 
treated  their  liberty,  promiflng  in  return  a  good 
quantity  of  proviflon,  and  a  guide  for  the  army  ;  the 
governor  granted  his  requeft,  but  however  kept 
him  in  fafe  cuflody  till  he  fhould  fullfxl  his  agree¬ 
ment  :  in  order  to  which,  he  defired  to  be  con- 
duffed  within  hearing  of  a  party  of  Indians  that 
fkirted  a  neighbouring  wood  ;  but  he  broke  from 
his  keepers  as  foon  as  he  came  in  fight  of  them,  and 
ran  fo  fwiftly,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  a  Chriflian 
to  pretend  to  purfue  him ;  whereupon  Soto,  who 
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was  a  wknefs  of  his  flight,  ordered  a  hound  that 
had  been  flefhed  to  be  fet  after  him,  which  palling 
many  other  Indians,  feized  the  fugitive  by  the 
haunch,  and  held  him  till  the  captors  came  up , 
a  circumhance  which  frightened  him  fo  exceffively, 
that  they  not  only  were  fupplied  with  provifion, 
but  their  guide  alfo  conducted  them  thro’  a  better 
road  than  any  they  had  palled  for  fame  time. 

In  their  march,  however,  they  were  often  af~ 
failed  by  the  natives,  whom  they  Rill  repulfed  with 
lofs  ;  and  having  palled  a  morafs,  not  without  fome 
difficulty,  they  entered  the  province  of  Acuera, 
where  they  relied  twenty  days,  not  without  being 
often  alarmed  by  the  natives ;  thence  Soto  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Occali,  where  he  was  met  by  the  ca¬ 
cique,  whom  he  received  with  great  affability ; 
and  having  got  other  guides  from  him,  marched  on 
towards  Vitacucho,  a  province  about  fifty  leagues 
in  extent,  under  the  government  of  three  brothers, 
one  of  whom  took  to  arms  on  the  approach  of 
Soto,  refufing  all  terms  of  peace,  until  fome  pri- 
fonefis  being  taken,  were  releafed  upon  promifing 
to  carry  a  polite  meffage  from  the  Spaniards  to  him, 
which  they  did  ;  and  in  confequence  of  it,  he  not 
only  came  to  their  camp,  but  alfo  fent  his  brothers 
word  of  their  civil  behaviour,  and  kept  them  com¬ 
pany  fome  time. 

Upon  his  brother’s  reprefentations,  the  youngeR 
of  the  three  entered  into  alliance  with  Soto ;  but 
the  cldeft,  who  was  known  by  the  name  of  the 
country,  Vitacucho,  detained  all  the  meffengers, 
except  one,  by  whom  he  reproached  his  brothers 
for  what  they  had  done  ;  and  alfo  fent  word  to  the 
Spaniards,  that  if  they  offered  to  enter  his  territo¬ 
ries,  he  would  put  them  to  the  cruellelt  tortures 
that  could  be  devifed.  To  this  menace  Soto  fent 
back  fuch  an  anfwer  as  fpoke  his  contempt  of  it, 
and  at  the  fame  time  gave  the  angry  cacique  fuch 
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an  idea  of  his  refolution,  and  the  courage  of  his  foE 
lowers,  that  he  came  in  a  peaceable  manner,  gal¬ 
lantly  attended,  to  the  Spanifh  quarters,  where 
having  apologized  for  his  indifcretion,  he  promifecL 
for  the  future  his  friendfhip ;  and  was  difmilfed  not 
a  little  pleafed  with  his  genteel  reception. 

But  his  fubmiffion  was  barely  external ;  for  in 
the  mean  time  he  meditated  the  deftruftion  of 
the  Spaniards  ^  and  feledted  ten  thoufand  men,  with 
which  to  cut  them  off  the  firft  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  :  however,  having  entrufted  Soto’s  four  inter- 
*  preters  with  his  defign,  they  applauded  and  en¬ 
couraged  him  to  put  it  in  execution ;  but  revealed 
it  to  John  Ortiz,  who  communicated  it  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  by  whom  he  was  ordered  to  keep  it  fecret ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  made  ufe  of  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  to  behave  with  the  fame  freedom  as  ufual, 
and  not  give  Vitacucho  the  fmalleft  room  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  he  was  difcovered. 

When  the  plot  was  ripe  for  execution,  the  In¬ 
dians  were  drawn  out  very  gayly  trimmed,  to  the 
number  of  ten  thoufand,  upon  a  neighbouring  plain, 
with  a  wood  on  their  left,  and  a  lake  on  their  right 
hand ;  every  one  having  his  arrows  covered  with 
grafs  lying  before  him,  which  they  were  to  feize 
upon  the  word  being  given.  Hither  Vitacucho  in¬ 
vited  the  governor,  as  he  faid,  to  fhew  him  the 
manner  in  which  his  people  exercifed  ;  the  invita¬ 
tion  was  complied  with,  and  in  return,  as  the  great- 
eft  compliment  that  could  be  paid  to  a  prince,  the 
Spaniards  were  ordered  to  march  the  fame  day  in 
order  of  battle  ;  with  which  the  cacique,  whom,  to 
prevent  all  fufpicion,  Soto  accompanied  on  foot, 
having  his  armour  privately  under  his  coat,  was 
well  pleafed,  as  by  that  means,  he  imagined,  he 
ihould  have  them  all  at  once  in  the  toil. 
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When  the  two  leaders  came  to  a  particular  fpot, 
a  mufket,  being  the  fignal  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  was  fired ;  on  which  Soto  threw  off  his  upper 
garment,  feized  Vitacucho,  and  delivered  him  to 
fome  of  his  people,  then  mounting  his  horfe  head¬ 
ed  his  cavalry,  which  advanced  quick,  and  bearing 
down  upon  the  main  body  of  the  Indians,  made  a 
vaft  {laughter  of  them,  foon  putting  them  to  the 
rout,  fome  fheltering  themfelves  in  the  covert  of 
the  wood,  and  others  leaping  into  the  lake. 

The  Spaniards  killed  numbers  of  them  as  they 
fled,  and  the  mufkets  and  crofs-bows  were  turned 
againft  them  who  had  taken  the  water,  in  order 
to  compel  them  to  furrender  ;  but,  being  excellent 
fwimmers,  they  difcharged  their  arrows  as  long  as 
ever  they  lafted,  mounting  upon  each  others  backs 
to  take  the  furer  aim,  whereby  many  of  them  were 
more  fairly  laid  open  to  the  crofs-bows  and  mufket- 
balls.  Being  at  length  exhaufled  of  weapons,  they 
kept  the  middle  of  the  lake,  which  was  but  fmall, 
hoping  thereby  to  efcape,  but  their  flrength  at  laft 
failing  them,  feveral  of  them  came  to  land  and  fur- 
rendered,  whom  the  Spaniards  helped  out,  and 
protected  from  harm,  after  they  had  remained 
above  twenty  hours  in  the  water ;  however,  feven 
remained  there  ft  ill,  who  feemed  determined  ra¬ 
ther  to  perifh  than  fubmit ;  but  at  laft,  twelve  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  were  excellent  fwimmers,  and  men  of 
great  flrength  and  activity,  flung  themfelves  in, 
with  their  fwords  in  their  mouths,  and  catching 
them  by  the  hair  of  their  heads  jufl  as  they  were 
finking,  brought  them  to  land. 

Being  examined  by  the  governor,  with  regard 
to  their  obflinately  perfifling  in  their  own  deflruc- 
tion,  the  principal  of  them  anfwered,  that  having 
been  entrufted  with  command,  they  thought  they 
had  no  better  way  of  convincing  the  cacique,  that 
their  defeat  was  owing  neither  to  want  of  cou- 
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rage  nor  fidelity,  but  purely  to  ill  fortune,  than  by 
dying  with  their  honour.  The  governor,  who 
was  a  man  of  courage  himfelf,  and  prized  it  very 
highly  in  others,  treated  them  with  great  cour- 
tefy ;  and  when  they  were  refrefhed,  and  had  ga¬ 
thered,  thro’  his  care  of  them,  fufficient  Rrength 
after  their  fatigue,  difmifTed  them  with  prefents  of 
looking-glaffes  and  other  trifles,  that  pleafed  them 
extremely,  as  being  young  men,  and  three  of  them 
not  more  than  eighteen  years  old  each ;  but  fir  ft, 
to  the  other  four,  who  were  much  older,  and  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  he  declared,  in  the  prefence  of  their 
cacique,  that  they  merited  death  for  their  treache¬ 
rous  defigns ;  but  to  convince  them  of  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  their  difpofitions  and  thofe  of  Chrif- 
tians,  he  forgave  them,  hoping  that  by  this  example 
they  would  deport  themfelves  more  honourably  for 
the  future. 

Soto,  who  had  great  humanity  about  him,  now 
endeavoured  by  mildnefs  and  affability  to  fecure 
the  fidelity  of  the  Indians,  not  allowing  any  of  his 
followers  to  chain  their  prifoners,  or  put  them  to 
any  very  toilfome  work ;  fetting  the  cacique  con- 
ffantly  at  his  own  table,  and  allowing  him  the 
whole  town  to  range  thro’ :  this  ufage  he  certainly 
was  far  from  deferving ;  for  he  fet  on  foot,  and  vi¬ 
gor  ou  fly  abetted  another  confpiracy  againff  the 
Spaniards,  the  confequences  of  which  were  near 
being  fatal  to  Soto  and  all  his  people ;  fo  true 
is  the  obfervation,  that  there  are  fome  people  in 
whofe  nature  vice  is  fo  firmly  ingrafted,  as  was 
treachery  hi  Vitacucho,  that  it  can  only  be  eradi¬ 
cated  with  life ;  and  the  experience  of  this,  cer¬ 
tainly,  gives  a  fanffion  to  the  feverity  of  many  pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  might  otherwife  be  interpreted  in¬ 
to  cruelty. 

On  the  feventh  day  after  the  battle,  Vitacucho, 
being  as  ufual  at  dinner  with  Soto,  ftarted  up 
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fuddenly,  and  gave  a  loud  cry ;  at  the  fame  time 
ffruck  the  governor  with  his  clenched  fift,  and  then 
feizing  him  by  the  throat,  attempted  to  Rrangle 
him,  after  which  he  fell  with  him  to  the  ground ; 
but  was  foon  killed  by  fome  Spanilh  officers,  and 
the  governor  fet  at  liberty  :  at  the  very  fame  inff  ant, 
every  other  Indian  fell  upon  the  perfon  to  whofe 
fervice  he  was  affigned,  with  whatever  weapon  was 
next  to  hand,  fuch  as  pots,  fire-brands,  logs  of 
wood,  &c.  nor  was  it  without  great  difficulty  they 
Were  quelled  ;  mofl  of  them  being  at  length  cut  to 
pieces,  and  the  remainder  tied  to  flakes,  and  fhot 
to  death  by  the  Indians  of  Paracoffi,  who  had  been 
for  fome  time  at  liberty,  and  ferved  the  Spaniards 
very  faithfully. 

Vitacucho’s  brothers  ffill  perfifling  in  their  dif- 
pofition  to  peace,  the  governor  abandoned  their  do¬ 
minions,  and  took  a  north-weft  rout  towards  Apa- 
lachen,  a  province  of  which  he  had  heard  fome 
good  accounts,  where  he  arrived  without  any  ma¬ 
terial  accident  in  a  very  fhort  time  ;  here  he  found 
thatCapaci,  the  cacique,  had  retired  from  the  city, 
and  fortified  himfelf  in  a  wood  about  eight  leagues 
diflant.  Thither  Soto  marched,  attacked  him  in 
his  entrenchments  ;  and,  after  a  very  defperate  refif- 
tance,  took  him  prifoner,  being  a  very  infirm  man, 
and  carried  in  a  litter,  putting  his  army  entirely  to 
the  rout.  But  the  Indians  often  afterwards  infefl- 
ing  his  camp,  furprifmg  his  people  in  fmall  parties, 
and  proving  otherwife  very  troublefome,  the  ca¬ 
cique  promifed  to  prevent  thefe  alarms,  provided 
he  was  allowed  to  go  among  them  a  little  way  in¬ 
to  the  country;  which  was  accordingly  granted, 
he  being  fent  under  a  guard,  who  being  not  fo 
careful  of  him  as  they  fhould  have  been,  he  made 
his  efcape  upon  all-four,  and  was  carried  off  un¬ 
known  to  his  keepers  by  fome  of  his  people.  The 
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